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SERMON I, 

Psalm XXXVII. 31. 

The Law of Ms God is in his Heart i 
Norte of his Step pall flide. 

j^ MQNG' thofe unhappy Confequen-^ 

Qk ces> which Difputes about Religion 

£ \^ are ufually found to draw after them, 

this is none of the leaft confiderable ; 

that, whilft they urifcttle the Minds of Many, 

and a^ualiy overthrow the Faith of Some, 

they too generally draw off the Attention of 

Others from what always ought to be the* 

principal ObjeSi of it, 'Tis true. Knowledge 

may, by this Means, be increafed-, fo that 

ittoft Men fhall become qualified, at leaft 

ihall think themfelves qualified, to difcu(s 

thefc Points with' Skill and Subtility. But, 

I fear, we are too apt to reji here : — tot 

confider Religion as a Matter of Notion only 

and Specuklion; as^ calculated' for the Pur- 

pofes oi IntelkStual Entertainment^ rather than 

Vol. 2. A of 



2 The Importance of 

of Vital Improvement in Virtue and Holinefs : 
And, if fo^ our Concern about Religion ends 
where it ought only to begin \ whilft We make 
that the whole Bufinefs of It, which is indeed 
no more than an IntroduStion to It. 

Religion has not always been thus treated : 
In the Pfalmiji's Days particularly We find. 
It was thought worthy, not only to fill the 
Heads^ and to employ the Tongues, but to 
warm the Hearts, of Its Profeflbrs. * I'he 
Mouth of the Righteous Man, it feems, as Op- 
portunities offered themfelves, was exercifed in 
Wifdom, and his Tongue would be talking of 
Judgment' So much Regard, he well knew> 
the Importance of Divine Truths demanded 
from him. But then, ^ out of the Abundance 
of the Heart his Mouth fpake on fuch Occa- 
lions. Nor was his Difcourfe only inilruftive, 
but his Life unblameable, becaufe his Senfc 
■ oi Religion was hearty and aiFe<a:ionate. The 
Law of his God was in his Heart: Therefore 
None of his Steps didjlide. 

And, however the ProfeJJbrs of Religion 
may be altered, the Nature of Things is ftill 
the fame. That Religion, which will ever be 
of real Service in the Regulation of our Con- 
duct, mufl: ftill be, as it was then, feated in 
the Heart. ^ Out of the Heart are the IJfues 

a Pfal. XXXVII. jo. b Matt. XII. 34. c Pror. IV. a j. 

of 



a Religious Principle. 3 

of Life-, and. Nothirig will be able efFcftual-* 
ly to give Motion and Direftion to our feveral 
Powers, which does not Jirji afFedl this maiti 
Spring within Us. In proportion as Religion 
is or is not the Ruling Principle in the Heart i 
Its Influence on Men*s whole outward Beha- 
viour will be powerful and prevailing^ or weak 
only and precarious. Wheii the Law of his 
God is in a Man's Hearty then and then only^ 
None of his Steps Jhall Jlide^ 

The Words contain a fhort^ but juft, Z)^- 
Jcription oi on^ Principal Ingredient in the Up- 
right Man's Charadler, and an engaging Re-^ 
esmmendation of it from its happy EffeSi upon 
his Condudti And, in order to confider them 
as ufefully as may be^ I fliall endeavour, in 
the plaineji Marnier I can, 

I. Firji, To fliew. What is imply ed in the 
Expreflion, ** The Law of his God is in ^ 
''his Heart'/' ahd. Who is intit/ed to 
that CharaSief. 

IL Secondly^ To illuftrate the Beneficial In^ 
fiuence of fuch a Principle, here exprefled 
by its preferving a Man's Steps from Sli^ 
ding. And, 

III, Thirdly, To fubjoin an ufeful Infe- 
rence or-two, rcfulting from the fore- 
going Heads. . 

A 2 L By 



4 Tibe Importance (if 

. I. By tbei Law of God, it is obvious to 
y^nderftaad in general, Hbat Itule of our Ac-- 
Urns which is bound upon our Confdences by the^ 
Authority of God, in what Way foever the 
Particulars of it come to our Knowledge. 
\ The Heart is in Scripture varioufly ufed ta 
fignify the Vnderjianding^ the Memory or the 
AffeSiions : And according to any of thcfe Ac-, 
ceptations the Xjanv of God may be faid to be 
in the Heart ; Indeed It muji be fo in each of 
them, fully to ^nfwer the Charafter now be- 
fore Us. — And,- 

I . To haye the Law of God in the Heart 
ig to have it in the Vnderjlanding : That is, 
i)ot only to haye a, full ConviiSJon of the Be- 
iflg of God, and proper Notions of His At-* 
tributes ; but to be well acquainted with His. 
Will and our own Duty in the fcveral Branch- 
es of it. This is what the Pfalmiji elfewhere 
exprefles hy^ having Vnderjlanding inth^Way 
of Godlinefs. And, how neceflary it is to have 
the Law ofGoT> in the Heart in This Senfe of 
the Word previoujfy to the others, is (I fup- 
pofe) too evident to need any Illuftration* A 
due Degree of Knowledge in the Nature and 
Particulars of God's Law is fo neceflary a 
I?reparative to the regular Obfervance of it,. 
tbatr^We pan fcarce take one. Step right with- 

aPfid. CL2: 

out 



a Religious Princtple. ^ 

out it. Nay our very Zeal^ if not under the 
Guidance of Knowledge^ inftead of holding up 
9ur GoingSf will often be to Us an Occajion of 
Fatting. This Point therefore muft ht Jirji 
ftcured. — And then, 

2. We muft have the Law of Gob in the 
Heart as Xi^at ftands for the T'boughts ahd 
Memory : That is. We muft frequently call 

forth that Knowrledge, which is in the Mind 
babitnally^ into its aSlual View and Pericep- 
tioa. This is what the Pfalmifi calls ' medi^ 
tating in the Law ofQoD, and exercifing one's 
fiif in it I And This He^ with great Reafon, 
reprefents as being the Good Man's Employ- 
ment Day and Night. For, 'tis certain^ vain 
will the naoft compleat Knowledge oi Gob's 
Will be, if not frequently brought to Remeih'' 
brance. I'ruth will ever be found to influence 
Men's Prance in proportion, not as it is 
inownf but as it is attended tOj by them. 
Ternptatiop? when prefent will eafily over- 
power fuch Perfuafions as are only hafntual. 
And, in fa^^ naore Souls are dejitoyed for Waftt 
of Conjideratiorit i^zxifor Lack (f Knowledge. 
-T- However, 

3. The Law of Gop, to have its proper 
Efficacy, muft not only be in the Underftand- 
ing and Memory, but alfo in the Love and 

a Pfal. L 2. 

AffeSlions^ 



6 ^e Importance of 

jiffeSiions. This is to have one's Delight in 
the Law o/God ; and is indeed the moA pro-^ 
per Senfe of having it in the Heart. 'Twas 
thus the Pfalmiji was Him/elf afFedied towards 
it, when in the Overflowing of His Zeal He 
cried out, * ** Oh^ how I hve Thy Law /" and 
again, ** The Law of Thy Mouth is dearer un- 
to me, than Thoufands of Gold and Silver. — ? 
•We are informed by Some, who profefs to 
have an intimate Acquaintance with Human 
Nature, that ev^ry Man hsis/ome one favourite 
purfuit, fome ruling Pajfion ; to which all 
others are only fubordinate, and fo, in cafe 
of Interference, conftantly give Way, Now 
This^ in the Perfon I am defcribing, muft be 
the Law of God I that is, a Regard to God's 
Authority, a Defire of Pleafing, and a Dread 
Qf offending Him, ^GodV Loving- Kindnefs 
if to fuch a Man better than Life itfelfi and 
]^Jothing will be allowed to ftand in CompetiT 
tion with Obedience to his Commands- 

ypon- the Whole : The Man, that would 
be entitled to the Chara£ier in my Text muft 
ijegled: no Opportunities of informing himfelf 
aright concerning the Divine Will and his 
own Duty : Which Knowledge, when attain- 
ed, he muft not fufFer to lye dormant within 

a Pfal. CXIX. 97. \\ Ibid. 72. c EfTay on Man. 

4 pf^. ixm, 3, 
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a Religkus Principle. 7 

him ; but muft call it forth into aSlual View 
with Frequency and Serioufnefs ; as a Matter, 
not to be confined to the Head^ but to en- 
gage the Heart I to be recollefted ancj re- 
viewedi not for the Purpofes only of Specula-* 
tion^ but as a Rule of ConduSi bound upon 
his Confcience by the Author of his Being, and 
the Difpofer of his Happinefs : 'Till the Im^ 
portance of God^j Law^ and a Regard to Hia 
Authority, becomes a Confideration always 
prefent with his Mind, always uppermoji there ; 
a Principle ruling in his Hearty and efFe<ftual- 
ly diffiifing its Vital Influence over his Whole 
Life and Converfation. 

This, I conceive, is the Import of die Ex-' 
preffion, *' the haw of his God is in his 
Hearty' and fuch the Perfon intitled to That' 
Charader^ The Excellency of which, and the 
great Reafon and Encouragement We have to- 
afpire after it, may appear by confidering, 

11. Secondly^ The Ben-effial Influence of i\xc\i 
a Principle, as here expreffed by its pre- 
ferving a Man's Steps from Sliding. 

The Expreffipn isfgurative ; and may 4e* 
note the Security and the Steadinefs of a Man's 
Condud : And in both r^fpe^s the Principle 
of an awful Regard to the Divine Will is 
highly beneficial. It gives Security from Er- 
ror 
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ror^ from Sin^ fronqi Mifery ; and it gives 
Steadinefs and Confiftency, and by that Means 
Sflf'Complacency and Dignity^ to the Perfon 
poflefled of it. All This a Religious Princi- 
ple, feated in the Hearty procures ; generally^ 
I mean, andy^^ the moji party tho' not uni^ 
yerfally or without Exception : And that both 
by the Blejfing of God, and from its own 
Natural Tendency. 

And firft, A fincerely devout Frame of 
Mind fecures to Us the above-mentioned Ad- 
vantages by conciliating the BleJJing of Al- 
mighty God. How neceflary the Divine Fa- 
vour is to the right ordering pf our StepS;, 
^very thinking yizxi feels ^ and every ingenuous 
Man will acknowledge. Accordingly the Book 
of Pfalmsy ( that invaluable Treafure of the' 
moft exalted Strains of rational Piety,) is eve- 
jy where full of Petitions to this Purpofe. 
The Royal Penman had in himfelf experien- 
ced the Inability of Man by his own Wifdom 
to direSi his Steps^ or by his own Strength to 
preferve them froni falling. Hence We find 
him continually imploring the Divine Direc- 
tion and Support. ^ Order my Steps in Thy 
Wordy and fofhall no Wickednefs have Domi-- 
nion over me ! Aod again -r ^ Oh, hold T.hQU 

a Pfal. CXIX. 133. b Ibid. XVII. 5. 
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^ my Goings in Thy Paths^ that my Foot^ 

NoWj if any Thing may^ by the Light of 
Nature, he known of Gov, or with Certainty 
colk(%ed £rom thenoe concerning His Me-; 
thods of Governing the Moral World ; of tJbis 
We may be affured, that He will in a more 
efpecial Manner favour and regard Thofe of 
His Children, whofe Smarts are warmed with 
40 ad'e^^iopate Concern for the Honour of 
His Laws, and ^filial Awe of His Authority^ 
We ^r? not, however, left to the Deductions 
of QUI* Reafpn in tbif Particular ; Goo Him<« 
iplf hayings ux lAiB HofyWord^ given Us ma- 
ny e3jp\icit Declarations to the fame Pur- 
pofe : i^i^ioxig which the following is intro- 
duced with a Solemnity io remarkable, that,: 
^s I niuft not pafs by />, fp I need not add to 
it any other. — * Thus faith the High and 
Lofty one 9 that inhabit etb Eternity ! whofe 
Name is Holy I I dmell in the high and holy 
Place V with him alfo that is of a contrite and 
bumble Spirit : And again, by the fame Pro- 
phet, — * To This Man will I looi, even to 
him that is poor and of m contrite Spirit, and 
that tremble th at my Word! 

But farther ; The Temper of Mind here 
fecommended, is not only by Gob's Promife 

a Ifai. LYII. 15. b Ibid. LXVI. 6. 

'^ - . ■ ' \ ' entitled 
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entitled to receive^ but has, in the Courfe of 
His Providence, an Aptnefs to procure^ the 
Advantages above hinted at. ' And T!bis You 
will now permit me to illuftrate, a little more 
particularly, in regard to each of Thofe Ad- 
vantages, in the Order wherein I have already 
recited them, 

I. To begin with That of Security from 
Error; and this both in Matters wherein our 
Beli(f, and thofe in which our PraSiide is 
concerned. 

Where the Principle of a true and rational 
Piety lias taken PofTeffion of the Hearty Er- 
ror in Religious Matters, eipecially fuch as 
carries Men to the Lengths of Schifm^ Here* 
fyy or Infidelity^ will not ordinarily find Ad- 
mittance. A Man of l^his Frame of Mind 
proceeds in his Enquiries with Calmnefs and 
Sedatenefs, with Impartiality and Freedom 
from Prejudice, with Modefty and Humility. 
His Underfianding is well prepared for percei* 
ving the Evidences of Religion or of any fun- 
damental Article of It ; and his Wi// has no 
Reludlance, no Objedlion, to admitting them. 
If in his Progrefs he finds ( as even a fincere 
Enquirer may find ) Jbme Things hard to be 
underfioodi he will not prefently give up what 

is plain and evident 9 for the fake of what as 
yet niay feem fomewhat doubtful or difficult • 

.. Dijicul- 
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Difficulties^ he confiders, muft, from the Na- 
ture of Things, attend our Religion ^/uppq^ng 
it True; imd T6e/e therefore he will by no 
means admit as Proofs tfiat It is not (o. He 
will, however, examine according to his Abi- 
lities, whether the Difficulties he meets with 
may not be furmounted by Patience and At-*- 
tention ; and, where his own Abilities faU 
him, he will not refufe to call in all proper 
Affiftances; particularly Thofe of Pcrfon«, 
whom he has Caufe to prefume, and is w/i7- 
ing to believe i wifer than himfelf ; and Their' s 
moft efpecially, who are by God's own Ap-- 
pointnient fet apart for this Purpofe. — The 
Truth is, 'tis from Half-Thinkings not Free^ 
Thinkings that dangerous Error or Infidelity 
commonly ^ifc ; as again, fuch Half -Thinks 
ing is generally occafioned by the Want of an 
hearty Defirp to know and to do the Will of 
God. Where the Heart is not animated by 
the Law of God, the Man will probably 
exert juft Thought enough ( and a very little 
Thought will be fufficient) to raife a few 
Doubts about our Holy Religion, without far-' 
ther troubling himfelf to puffue them to any 
rational Conclufion, or vouchfafing to feek for 
any Solution of them from others : Or, it may 
be, he has been far enough from Home to 
Jjaye feen n^uch Hypocrify or much Bigotry 

under 
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under the Profeflion of Chri/iianky ; and he 
will not be perfuaded* but that every j4p^ 
fear^ance pf It is fairly refplvablc into one or 
other of thefe Principles : Nay, if Vanity or 
fvidous Prejudice ftroogly predominate in his 
Conflitutiop,*He may perhaps be at the Pains 
c£ 'working up fpch Difficulties or fuch Abufes 
I in Religion intp formidable ObjeBims againft 
It. — - But where fincere Piety and a found 
Mind happily unite in condu<fting the impor- 
tant Enquiry, the Cafe is far otherwife : The 
Arguments in Favour of every Divine Inftitu- 
tion will have their due Weight, and Thofe 
s^ainft It m more tbiui their dug Weight; 
And then, We need neither be ^ afhamed of the 
Gofpel of Christ 9 nor afraid left It fhould 
fail &f approving Itfelf, to fach an Enquireri 
as being * the Power of Gop and th^ Wifdom 
of God ; however Its Doftrines may, to the 
fuperficial or the conceited Thinker, be a 
Stumbling-Block ; and its Precepts, to the 
vicious and debauched Liver, Foolifhnefs. 

And, as This is generally found true of 
Mifconceptions in Matters of Faiths fo is it 
no lefs applicable to Errors of a Moral Na- 
ture, or fuch as more immediately relate to 
the ConduB of Life, h fincere Refolution to a6t 
agreeably to the Law of God, is ordinarily 

a Rom. L i6. b i Cor. L 23, 24. 

one 



QM o( the mofkfaiii/iJiJMtfrf refers of iL it 
hQM^ gQQdt in reUtion to FraStice as well as 
Belkfy th^ *£/r tf«y. -^tf« will do^ God'x /STa^^ 
or is ready and ^efirouS' l|| do it, bejball know^ 
of the Aftion or Undertaking, whether it be of 
God or not. He, who has the Authority of 
God always uppermojt upon his Mind, and 
who refi>lves, at all Hazards^ to fubmit hi^l 
Adtions «a it, ufualiy fkida his Duty lying 
plainfy enough before him. Miftakes abou« 
Praaice generally arife from fomc perverfe 
Inclination, fome impetuous Defire, (ome:^ car^ 
nal jiffis£tion not fubje£i to the Law of God m 
Thefc firft make Men deliberate about Qjief- 
tions, which to an boneji and good Heart 
would have been no Queftions at all-; andr 
then hurry them on to a Determination of the 
aflfetacd Debate agreeably to the Strength, 
not of Evidence in the Thing, but of Inelina^ 
tion in themfelVes. Hence *" the Way of the 
Wicked is /did to he as Darinefs ; and the 
Wicked ar<e reprcfentedi as ^ Groping in the^ 
'Bark at^ Noon- Day : They perplex themfclves 
in. the^cleareft Cafes.: And, no wonder; fince, 
in this Senfe alfo^ * they love Darknefs rather 
than Light J hecaufe their Intentions and D15- 
fires are Evil. — On the contrary, the Up-* 

a Joh. VII. 17. b Rom. VIII. 7. c Prov. IV. 19. 

4johV.i4. e Joi;;iILi9. 
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right Man fees his Duty clearly ^ becaufe he \i 
willing to perform it confcientioujly. ' ^he 
Path of the Juji is as the jhining Lights which 
Jhineth more and mot^Mnto a perfeSi Day. — 
But, * 

2. Secondly^ An affedionate and awful Re- 
gard to the Authority of God is a moft effec- 
tual Preiervative againft Sin and Wickednefs. 

This is indeed a Point fo evident, that it 
will hardly admit of any lUuftration, 5//?, in 
the very Notion of it, . is a Tranfgrejfion of 
Gov's Law : And, 'tis certain, all wilful 
Tranfgreffion of God's Law muft proceed, if 
not from ^ fettled Difbelief oi his Providence^ 
at leaft from a frefent Difregard of the im- 
portant Confequenccs of it. Accordingly ^ My 
Heart Jheweth me the Wickednefs of the Ungod^ 
ly (faith the PfalmiJlJ that there is no Fear of 
God before his Eyes. Into the Want of This 
Principle He juftly refolves all the Vices and 
Villanies of which Men are guilty. And, in 
fafl;, where this Principle is wanting^ no Senfe 
pf Honour J no Fear of Difgrace^ no Dread of 
Punijhmentp will be a fufficient Security. — But 
^the Law of the Lord is perfedl^ converting 
the Soul; the Tejiimony of the Lord is fur e^ 
making wife the Jimple. The Fear of Goi> 
will preferve a Man's Innocence, when No- 

« ProT. IV. i8. b Pial, XXXYI. i^ c Ibid. XIX. 

thing 
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thing elfe can reach him. The Darknefs is no 
Darknefsf can promife no Concealment, and 
is therefore no Temptation, to that Man, 
who has always upon his Mind a prevailing 
Senfe of His Prefence, ^ to whom Darknefs 
and Light are both alike. There is no En- 
gagement fo preffing as not to allow Time to 
a(k This fliort Qucftion. •* ^How can I do This 
^^ great Wickednefs and Jin againji God ?" And 
This Queftion, when properly attended to, 
* muft needs filence the mott inviting Solicita- 
tion. The Enticements o^ Pleafure, and even 
the Dread of the moft powerful human Re^ 
fentment, every Allurement that can addrefs 
itfelf to that Part of our Nature in which we 
' are moft weakly guarded, {hall fall before thi* 
one Confideration, — " * How can I do this 
^^ great Wickednefs and Jin againji God V 

And, as a fincere Principle of Piety is a 
moft powerful^ fo is it trfually a moft lajlingy 
Prefervative againft Sin. Where zflial Awe 
of the Divine Being, an hearty Defire of Obey- 
ing and Pleafing Him, and a prevailing Fear 
of Offending Him, is deeply rooted in the Soul, 
fiich a Frame of Mind, notwithftanding the 
Depravity of our Nature, is feldom compleat^ 
ly loft. Over-powered indeed it may be for a 
Time j but it generally, fooner or later, r^ 

a Pfal. CXXXIX. 12. b Gen. XXXIX 9. c Ibid. 

ajjerts 
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afferts its Dominion > aiid tf^ in the meM 
W'hile, k cannot tei^raih the Mam from Sin, 
it how«vei makes his* Progifefe in it k/i eajjf 
and' {^eeaWe ; and ^ircs the Overtwes of Di- 
vine Gf ^e a i9f9r^ advantageaas Influence \si^ 
OH the Mindb Let * yeroioam receive netcer 
ib^many awakening Intimations of Gong's Di^ 
pleafure j let ^ bis Right-'Hand be Medupy and 
6be Son tj^ Bis Bofom cut cff in the Fhwet of 
iis^ Age ; yet all This fhalf be lofi upon him > 
fbr^ we read>. "^ after This JeroBoam returned 
not from bis Evil IVajj but perfiftcd in his^ 
Impietjr and Idolatry, But, let ^ David re- 
ceive a feafonable. Reproof from a Prophet, 
and He fhall prefently confejs and lament hi^ 
foul Ofience, and ^ offer unto God the Satri^ 
fee of a broken and contrite Heart. The Caufe' 
of fo remarkably different a Reception of the 
Divine Chaftifements was plainly This : — 
David was,, in the prevailing Part of his Cha- 
ratSter, a Man of Piety ^. one who had the Lanio 
of bis God in his Heart : Whilft Jeroboam' 
appears to have been an entire Stranger to the 
Power of Godlinefsj and only for fecular Pur- 
pofcs to have made \J£t of the Form of it. — 
So true is the Obfervation of Solomon in this 
Senfe alfo; the ^Juji Man^ He who has a 

a I Kin. XIII. 4. b Ibid, XIV. c Ibid. XIII. 33. 
4 z Sam. XII. 13. e Pfal. LI. f Pror. XXIV. 16. 
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right Principle, falleth /even Times and rifeth 
again; but the Wicked fdleth into Mifcbiifi 
bccaufc he falleth without Recovery. Which 
brings me to fliew, 

3. 72>/r^i^,That an hearty Regard to the Law 
of God is the mojifecure; Prefervative we can 
have TLgzwADanger^Difappointment znAMifery. 
. I fay, the moftfecure Prefervative ; becaufe 
it muft not be expefted, in the prefent State 
of Things, that Fiety itfelf fhould be found 
an infallible Security againft Danger or Difap- 
pointment, any more than againft Errors or 
Failings. As ^ there are Wicked Men, to whom 
it bappeneth according to the Work of the 
Righteous; fo there are Good Men, to whom 
it bappeneth according to the Work of the Wic-- 
ked. And yet, notwithftanding This, there is 
great Rcafon to believe, the real Happinefs of 
This Life, tho' not always ih^feeming Prof- 
perity of it, is diftributed among the Sons of 
Men with a more equitable Hand than carc- 
lefs Obfervcrs may be apt to iqiagine. And, 
if inftead of forming our Judgments from pre^ 
fent Appearances, Wc would ^remember the 
End, and take Into our Eftimate the whole of 
God's Difpenfations towards particular Per- 
fons, even in This Life ; nvejhould more rare- 
ly judge or do amifs. 

a Eccl. VIII. 14. b Eccluf. VU. 36. 
Vol. 2. B rhire 
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. ^^Tber£ is,4Way/^ which feemetb right unfa 
a Man, 6u( the End thereof are the Ways of 
peath. Wc often vainly flatter ourfclves, wc 
(hall gain fome favourite Point, or avoid fome 
dreaded M^ifchicf^ by fome more certain and 
n^ore compendious Method than that which the^ 
Law of God preicribes or allows of; and 
pofllbly for fome Ti^e all Things may look 
fair and promifing. But infinite Wi£dom haxk 
i^^numerable Ways of defeating our beft-coa- 
certed Projedls, or even of rendering U§, per- 
haps, flijl more unhappy by the prefent fceoi- 
iijg^ Sujocefs of them. ^ He that gettetb Riches 
and not by Right (^ys the Prophet) Jhall kave. 
them in the Midjh of his Days ; and at his End\ 
Jloall be a FooL The fame is true of every 
other Acqiiifition. No fooner are we depart-:- 
ed. from the iafe Roa^d of our Dutyj, but we 
haye put ourfelvtis out of God's Proteftion,. 
and thrown oujffclves at th? Mercy of every 
crof; Accidenf. : Henpe Diiagpoiflitm^e9,t* an<l 
A|li(3:ions ; ajQ4 thefe falJ^g with dou^Ifi 
freight upon a Mind, confcious of haying 
brought them upon itfelf, and unfupported 
by the Aids and Comforts o£ Religion, thojfe 
only prefenf Helps iff, Trouble. — Wherea^, fo 
long as We contjinue in the plain Path of 
GodV Commandments, We not only fccuie Idis 

a ProY. XIV. lu h Jer. XVII.n. 
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PftVWh ljvtt^^gft.^9$;ri^davp of tlje vdr 
kakb ?«Rtt Qf M%©ft^ i W« elf ape many In- 

aad :thi» ykioa^ Ptb^^ to wbicfa|<? DeviatiQii 
from Dutjr viwldk hive expK^d Us : Anc)^ 

(Mv o\^r Padrt^ ^ iUUdi^Ki&d .^w^r^s y^^They 
wiH: ica£Cel)Pk i>r^ iHsir owq 3a;k(€St ycAturc) (9 
^i^rmrufijit hng ai W «r^ ^'^Uim^r^ of tii^ 
liddcb^iA GooJh S\tt( (wlMch is n^oft con£dei> 
«Mf): i& «fter ^ iWc^i(4?l b^. pcrxpitted by 
PfpVBy«w;A tp. faft ijn|Q;Cirq^w#swiccs oijeem^ 
*a^' J^fif^ i yeti. PifappoiiHaient& ^ wilji Ipfi; 
9»ufih of tb/eif Bitt^i;ned^i^ aii)4 leyen Calamities 
o| their Pi]f^a][e^ whiWt We a.^e (joi^cioiis of 
havifig i^iiAe^^isi^wV^^^ vfhfxknow^ 

wj»t:ia; bdl ^ U^; aa^: ^bo is both able 
and .wiUingr to }^.imk^ aU Xhings. ^^q^ktag^tker 

Siupb .thca ia t]^e Security whu:b a fij9ce¥« 
Frifidpb of Pisty Qr4ioariJy gives, a Man ; 
5fl€tti^<y» foom Error ^ fro^i /&>^ frqqi Mffery^ 
Aad^it i$ eqnaJJty cond4«j;ive tQ ^^rStec^dine/A 
and Coj^^mcj/i of h^ Conduif): : Fqj; in Tbis^ 
Scaife, alfo^ N/me ^fbir ^^psJJ^JUd^. . • 

it v^t^Ci Fnopheil% juft Qbfcrv^tion, that^ 
^ tim Wkked are^ as, tbt trouble^ ISfa,, .in^^en iA 
aumHiri/k -n The TaiiiOiiis ^d o^pofite Mo^ 

. iv... B 2 tives 
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tives Vihich fuccejfivefy^ and not feldora af the 
fame Injiant of Time, agitate a Mind defti- 
tutc of Religion, naturally create DiJiraSlion 
in deliberating. Diffidence in refolving, and /«- 
conjiancy in adting. A Man, in fuch a Situa- 
tion, is always diffatisfied, and therefore al- 
ways uneafy ; and bccaufc always uneafy, ever 
unfettled. And accordingly we find him con- 
tinually changing his Meafures ; and, as * the 
double-minded Man in Courfe mull be, un-- 
fiable in all his Ways. — How different the 
Cafe of T^hat Man, who has the Law of his 
God in his Heart ! He has a plain Rule, and 
an honeft Mind to diredl the Application of 
it. He firft "" ponders well the Path of his Go- 
ings, and then turneth not to the Right-^Hand 
or to the Left. Htfrji takes due Care to in- 
form his Judgment, and then purfucs what 
That tells him is right, without Deviation-, 
as well knowing, what is right at one Time 
muft be right for ever in xh^fame Circuih- 
ftances. He is fteady without Obftinacy ; and 
proceeds with Uniformity of Condudt, becaufe 
c with Singlenefs of Hearty fearing God. 

The Excellency of the Principle now be- 
fore Us, in this Refpeft, might eafily be pur- . 
filed thro* every Relation^ every Station and 
Condition of Life. But never is its Influence 

i Jam. L S. b Prov. IV. 26, 27, c Col. III. 22. 

more 
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more, fcafonably exerted than in unquiet 
and intricate Times: At fuch Seafons, the 
Man poiTefled of it^ will not needle/sly ex*p. 
pofe hirofelf to panger; nor, where Danger, 
is unavoidable, will he refufe thqfe Succours* 
which Reafon and Prudence offer. But then,- 
he abfolutely rejects all Expedients inconfiftent 
with God' J Law : And, after the Ufe ofjair 
and honeft Means, is not afraid to truji Pro^ 
vidence with the Iffue. In the Refult, fuch a 
Man generally extricates himfelf with more 
Honour and more Satisfaction, than any of/ 
thofe Projedors, who have not God in all 
their Thoughts. And, whilft thefe flatter, af- , 
ter • Kindling a Fire and Compqffing tbemfehes 
with Sparks^ and for fome Time vainly walk^^ 
ing in the Light of their Fire and in the Sparks 
that they have kindled, Jhall fye down in Sor^ 
rpw ; ^ Unto the Upright there arifeth Light in 
tf/e Darknefs — Light, to diredl his Steps, to 
chear his Heart, to clear up his Innocence, 
and to ^make hjs Juji-Dealing as the Noon^ . 
Day. 

And noWf upon a View of the foregoing 
Particulars, We may fee the Jujlnefs of the 
P/almi/l'^ Declaration, ^ ''Bleffed is the Man, 

a Ifai. 1. 1 1 . b Pial. CXII. 4. c Ibid. XXXVII. 6. 
A Ibid. LXXXIV. 3. 
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'* ^hofe Strength h in ^et ! in whofe^ HiVf^ 
'* nre ^iy Ways /" aA<J the great Reafoii teaich 
df Hs harfi to implore the Di*4n* Gracfc in hh' 

'^ J*^^ / m&yfear Thy Ndn^r^^X I }iftft«ni 

a€' was jpropofed/ ! : 

III. Thiridly zn^LaJily, To fubjoin an In- 
ference or two, arifing from what has 
been faid.. 

' Aftd, iii'th* Firft Place> You will, from 
what has aji^eartd> readily iftferwlth me, STAp 
great UJefulhefs mi Impo^tmce (fa Go^d £a&- 
caiion ef T^tit%: ... 

We have feeit; what Advihiageis ^nh Yrbm 
having the Lai&' cf God fcrt the U)id\trjiiini^ 
ingi the Memory^ and the jiffe^ionu But at 
no Seafon of Life can this great Poirtt be ift> 
y^dl fecured a^ in tender Years. 'Tis thfeii 
Truths of a Moral or Rcligkkis N^turft find 
their Way moft' eafily into the UnderftitHdaig^ 
nlake the deepeft Impreffion in the MeMofy^ 
and take the moft lafting Hold of the Affec-r 
ticns. *Tis then good Principles are moft i?^a- 
dily accJuiredV and Principles then acfidfid 
are leaft liable to be over-poivered or loft. 

It is one great Misfortune in Man's prefent 
Conftitutiotf, that H^ has not only ^ a Law 

a Pfal. LXXXVI. 1 1. b Rom. VII. 23. 

in 



in bis Members warring agai)iji the haw fn bis 
Mind, but that this carnal Principle has thte 
A^vtintSigt oi Pirjl Pqffeffion. The Pov<rfers of 
the Mind continue for fome Yeirs in a Kind 
df Non-Age^ whilft thofc of Senje and Appe- 
tite 'are daily advancing to a confidcraMe Dfc- 
gree of Strength and Vigour : By which Means 
thefe Latter h^ve often fo far gained the As- 
cendant, as to render it extremely difficult f6r 
Reajon and Cmfcience ev^er afterivird^ to *dif- 
fioflefs them. Now an early good Edticattoh 
16 an excellent Remedy againft this Intohvc- 
luence. Places of Education are a Kiitd df 
' pTiblick Repojitories, from whence that Obfer^ 
vation andJEAr^^r/wc^ andjuftnefe of Thought, 
which the Young Perfon has not of iiis t)wn 
^r&ivtbi is applied to his Ufe out of tbc^<7w- 
fnon Stock ; and hence alio not only iCnowl^ge 
is di%enfed to yet unfurniflied Mind&, but Re- 
fifaiht and Difctpline to Appetites yet capabie 
of being regulated by them. Hence, in ftior^, 
4&e Intelle^ual Faculties recehrc proper Af- 
^fijiance, whilft the Senfitive ^are kept with^ih 
their due Bounds. Should diis Proceeding be 
called, Injlilling of Prejudices ; I fee not any 
Thing fo very formidable ih the Charge. If 
Youth be by Nature in fome Degree preju-* 
diced againft Virtue and Goodnefs, and would 
be much more fo by Cujom and Example i 

what 
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what Method can be better fuited to the Exi- 
gencies of our prefent Condition, than that of 
feafonably count er-aSltng thofe Prejudices by 
others of a more falutary Tendency, and more 
agreeable to the genuine and undepraved Con- 
ftitution of our Minds ; fuch as are calculated 
to reflore our Reafon to its juft Pre-eminence, 
and to re-inftate Confcience in that Dominion 
for which It was originally defigned ? Or, 
where can be the mighty Harm of refcuing 
thofe Souls ^from the Snare of the Devil, who 
would otherwife be taken Captives by him at 
bis Will; and of rendering them ^ Vejfels unto 
Honour, fanSlified and meet for their proper 
Mqfter's life, and prepared unto every good 
Work? 

*Again : As We may, from what has been 
faid, obferve the Advantages of an early good 
Education : fo 'tis obvious to infer farther. 
What ought to be the principal Aim and Em^ 
ployment of it* 

"" Wherewithal then fhould a Toung Man be 
taught to cleanfe his Way ? Even by ruling 
himfelf after GodV Word. 'Tis "This, W^ have 
ittn, which alone will be ^blp to conduft Us 
thro' the feveral Stages of Life with Security 
and Steadinefs: This therefore is the Point 
which ought always to be in the View both 

a 2 Tim. II. 26. b Ibid. 21. c Pfal. CXIX. 9, 

of 
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of Teacher and Learner. Other Knowledge 
may undoubtedly be highly Ornamental and 
highly TJfefuly nay to different Perfons in dif- 
ferent Degrees highly necejfary. But, after 
all, 'tis the Fear of God that muft cleanfe our 
Way^ which muft fanilify all our Purfuits, 
and be both the Beginning and End of what- 
ever deferves the Name of Wifdom. Young 
Minds muft therefore, by all means, be fea- 
foned with an holy Awe and Reverence for 
Him that ought to be feared. If this neceflary 
Principle, * this good Seed, be not Jown in the 
Heart now, it will fcarcely ever after hring 
forth Fruit unto PerfeSiion i It will either fall 
upon Hearts already hardened by an habitual 
Cour£b of Sin i or, however, the Cares of the 
World, the Deceitfulnefs of Riches^ or the Lujls 
of other Things, will be apt tojpring up mth 
it and choak it. But if it be fown early in the 
^gpod Ground of a pure and tender Heart, it 
will moft probably life in a plentiful Harveft 
of exemplary Virtue and Holinefs. 

We have the Force of an early Piety re- 
ijfiarkably exemplyfied in the Cafe of Obadiah. 
He * wds Governour of the Houfe of Ahab ; a 
King^ who ^ had fold himfelf to work Wicked* 

a Comp. Matt. XIII. Mark IV. Luke VIII. b 2 Kin. 
XXII. 19. c I Kin; XVIII. 3, d Ibid. XVI. f 3. And 
XXI. 25. ^ 

nefs 
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neji beyond all ibat w^rej^efhr^ him^ and whofc 
Wife Jezabel feems M have had Nothing fo 
piuchat-iheart es the ^DeJiruSlion of all /tU 
Lord'^ Prophets. Thdfe Were tryiflg Cir- 
<cuniftances^-— For ihcjinji Favourite oi fucb 
q Mafiery .and the chiof 'Ofiicer in fucb a 
Courts nptvvithftanding lii? precarious Situa- 
tion, and (as it were) in D^fpite of hefc Dif- 
pleafure on vyhofe Favour its Continuance 
piuft have gr^eatly depended* -r- to bide the 
Prapbets q/^' the Lord by Fifty in a Caye,j^ffd, 
to feed them with Bread ai^ Wafer, rr* This 
was a Prpceeding riot v^ry irecoqcileable with 
the Maxinis^of ns)orl4ly Policy. And yifet, we 
ceafe tp WQn4€^r at. a G^jadftft fo liincoftViwily 
brave and. geii^rprus, /aftfcr, iHimfeif h^s; jex- 
plained the tra6 GroundsA3f iti ^'^/, tBy &err 
*^ vant fear the hoRvfroiA -my Toutb" 
. Once, inore/. If the Advantages of *i;i early 
Religious Educatioa are £q great ; What Fruits 
ttay jiiflly be expe^edi bqth by God and Man^ 
from Thofe Perfons^ who happily enjoy this inr 
efiimable Benefit ? 

Need I remind You,, how eminently ;fliany 
pf Us are concerned; in this Refle&ion ? , — 
Whilft the far greateft Part of Mankind about 
us are continually bufied in ' Taking Thought 
for their Life what they JJodll eat and what 

2L 1 Kin. XVm. 4. b Ibid. 12. c Matt. VI. 31. 

they 



^be^ jfbaU iiriki, and/f*octirinig by the S^eai 
ofti^etrPac^ thejCe pecdTary Acfconlmodationt 
of it ; We we, by our very Sitftatiota, rbmo- 
y^ ^com the ^^^ Labours, and in great 
Medfure froih the -difiraSHng Canes, of thi? 
World 1 We are at full Liberty, nay by pe- 
culiaf Encouragements invited^ to ^feek Jirfi 
the Kingdom of God a>id His Righteoufnefs \ 
whilft not only by His General Promife, but 
by i|)<pkl P^oVifions for the fair^e Puipofe, 
all ^i^fe Things are added unto «jv**-But far- 
ther j 

Even thofe of our Studies her6^ which may 
feem to have no direil Tendency to form in 
us a Religious Prihciple^ are however of great 
Ufe, if rightly improved, in fupporting atid 
cberijhing it. Wheh we turn the Eye of the 
Undferftfihding inNvard upon itfelf, the Divi- 
nity ineets us in every Thought ^ and calls upon 
U« to adore that Goodnefs> by which our 
Minds as well as our Bodies are foarfulfy and 
wonderfuHy made. If we look abroad, ^ the 
HeiTvens declare the Kjiory of God^ and the Fif" 
mament Jh&weth Hit Handy-Work. Through- 
put all our Refearches into Nature, We trace 
the Footfteps of ftufferfdous Wifdom and Ma- 
jcfty, obliging Us to cry out with thte Pfal- 
fijiy "" O Lord, how glorious are Thy Works ! 

a Matt. VI. 33. b Pfal. XlX. i. c Ibid. XCIL 5, 6. 
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VCby Thoughts are very deep / And, fliould any 
among us be io brtftijh as not to conjider this\ 
yet the flated Returns of our Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice^ and the Laws by which 
You compell them to come in to the more ina- 
mediate Prcfencc of their Creator and Prefer- 
vcr, their Redeemer and Sandlifier, can hard- 
ly fail of ftriking the Minds of the moft Un- 
thinking, with fome Degree pf Awe and Ve- 
neration for that tremendous Being, who * i$ 
nsery greatly to be feared in the Council 9/ the 
Saints^ and to be had in Reverence of all them 
that are round about Him. 

Let me add, in Juftice to thefe Inftitutions, 
that, left oiir Devotion fhould degenerate in^ 
to Superfiition^ or be over-cheated intoEnthu'r 
fiafm^ found Learning is here taught to go 
hand-in-hand with unaff'eSled Piety. Our De- 
votion, not fpoiled by vain Fhilofopby^ is here 
regulated by fober Reafon, and adorned by a 
due Application to every Branch of ufeful 
Knowledge. Our Holy Religion is indeed 
^ all glorious within : But She never appears 
with more Gracefulnefs or Dignity, than when 
the Sciences are (as it is here beft provided 
that they always fhall be) ^ the Virgins that 
be her Fellows^ and that bear Her Company. 

a Pfal. LXXXIX. 7. b Ibid. XLV, 13- c Ibid. 14. 
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What remains then, but that having (Ae/e 
great and precious PrivUegeis, (with which ma- 
ny others might be me&tioned) We fliould im- 
prove them to the Purpofes for which they 
arc given us, perfe£ling Holinefs in the Fear 
^f God. — We expedt, many of us (I fup- 
pofe) fhortly to be called forth, from thefe 
Retirements, into a World, where we fhall 
be fure to meet with a great Variety of Tern-- 
ptations and Try ah : And I need not now ob- 
ferve to You, how much will probably de- 
pend upon the Preparation at firjl made for 
this moft intercfting ConfliSi. Let us then lay 
hold on the Opportunity we here enjoy, for 
^taking to us the Whole Armour of God, that 
we may be able to Jiand in the Evil Day, . and 
bhving done all to jiand. 

•Upon the Whole, then, and to conclude— 
The Principle, which I have all along been 
inculcating and recommending, by explaining 
its Nature and illuftrating its Ufefulnefs, is 
that of an awful and afFedionate Regard to 
the Law and Authority of Almighty God. 
And that this important Principle may have 
\ts perfeSi Work upon every one of us, let us 
always bear in Mind, that We are every Mo-- 
nent under the Infpeftioa of God's All-feeing 
Eye : That ^ there is not a Word in our Tongue, 

a Eph.IV. b Pfal.XVI. 8. 

but 
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hut -Hfe kno'cditi if altogef^er; noifi a ^Sought 
withki our Brcaft^ btrt Ne underjiandei^ it 
kng before^: That as He at -pr cfeot markt^ aB 
our Staps*^ fo Hfe wiU Itci^aftcr call us to am 
impartial Account^ and affign Us our Portion 
of Ever^fling I^pineft or Endlefs Tbrment 
aceordfeg to the Righteous Judgment which 
ifealtvM^>? be pafledf upen^ them. — - TKcfe^ 
Truths let ils remember, not in general on- 
ly and hijfo'rieailyi as P<3fitiohSL to which we 
yield a merely fpeculative Aflfent, and which 
we can upon Occafion demonjirate to others y 
h^i let us fering thena H/sme to our Hearts 
and GonfiiemeSf as Truths of the moft feriouS 
Concern, of the laji' Importance to us,. — If 
thus, like Holy JDawdy Wt^fet God ^- 
ways before Vs, like Him too> We Jhall not be 
moved. The Apprebenfion of G o d's Prefence 
fhall be the Guard of our Innocence and the 
Support of OUT Steps here ; 'till the Enjoyment 
of His Prefence fhall be our Exceeding great 
Reward for evermore hereaftef . 

a Pfal. XVL S. 
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I Tim. iy» B, 9, 10, 11. 

•^r-Godliners k projfitable unta^ all Things 
having Promife of the Life that Now- 
iiy and of That which is to come. 

77)is is a faithful Sayings and worthy of 
q,U AQQeptation.1 

For therefore we both Labour andfuffer 
Reproach^ B^caiife we Truft in the 
Lwtjttg God, who is the Sj(pviour of 
aU' ]^m^ Jj^^cu^ljH of Ihfe that Be- 

'Shefi Thimgi GofHmand and Teach. 

^iH£R£ has no Argum^>t more fre- 
quently, or hitherto more.'fucGQis> 
^%» beea isaadc Ufe of by the. Ad- 
. yoc^ates fo« Cbriftianity, in. Proof of 
Its gr^at. Excell^ee aad Ufefuloefs to Man- 
kindj tb^n the Powerjulnefi and ^ffiaacy of 

Its 
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Its Motives to Goodnefs. The Argument is in- 
deed yZ^^ift as the Enemies of Revealed Reli- 
gion have generally thought it prudpnt to 
touch upon with Caution and Refervc. They 
could argue with much feeming Subtility a- 
g^inft fome of Its DoSirines, and declaim 
jplaufibly againft fome of Its Precepts. But 
as to Its Promifesy They could no more find 
any Thing t6 objed againft Thefe, than They 
could produce any Thing worthy to be com^ 
pared with them. 

But we muft not boaft the undijiurbed Pof- 
feffion even of This Argument. If we will be- 
lieve fome late Writers, Rewards are, in their 
Nature^ fo far from being calculated to ad- 
vance the real Interefts of Moral Virtue, that 
They do, in Proportion to their Influence, de- 
ftroy every Thing that is valuable in it : The 
obvious Confequence of which is. That the 
Greatnefs of fuch their Influence (hould ra- 
ther be confidered as an Argument againft, 
than a Proof of, the Excellence of any Scheme 
of Morality which lays much Strefs upon 
them. — A late noble Author * is well known 
to be every where Ju/I of Refinements of This 
Kind. Sometimes we find him expreffing his 
Fears, ^ ie/i the tender Nurfes of Virtue Jhould 
overlay and kill it by Excefs of Care and Che-^ 

a Loxdt Shaftesbury in his CbaraSleriJiicks, b Voli. pag-97. 

rtjhing. 



to Gdbdnefs vthdidated. 33 

yyhing. And> left we fliould either miftakc> 
or nol attend tOj his Meaning, he tells us 
Ibon after, ■ ThatyjJsw Writers in Morals have 
made Virtue fo mercenary a I'hing^ and havt 
talked fo much of Its Rewards^ that one cdn 
hardly tell what They have left in it^ which • 
can be worth Rewarding. At other Times "^ he 
feems apprehenfive, left This Religious Difci-* 
pline (as he expreffes himfelf ) bf working upon 
Men's Hopes and Their Fears by Rewiafds or 
VutiifhttiQnls, Jloould introduce a certain Nar- 
rownefs of Spirit ^ inconfijient with the Habit of 
Virtue, of which (according to Him) f^me bet- 
ter AffeSiion'' ought alone to be the fufficient 
Cavfe. — And (to name no more) a yet later 
Writer* does more than infinuate, "That to do 
a Thing in Hopes of being rewarded for it Herc'^ 
after is to ad: upon a fervile Principle, and 
fuch an one as comes far fliort of his Fa- 
vourite one of Regard to (what he calls) the 
Original Obligation of the Moral Fitnefs of 
Things. 

What Pufpofcs are intended to be ferved by 
all This Clamour againft a mercenary Princi* 
ple^ (as Thefe Perfons are pleafed to call every 
View to private Happinefs,) at leaft what Pur- 

& Voh I. p. 97. b Id. Vol, 2. pag. 5^. c Id. Ibid, 

lin. $» 6k d Auth. of Chjriftiahity as old &c. 4to« p. 367. 

Bvo. p.33i. 

Vpt.2. C pofes 
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pofes it has a natural Tendency to ierve^ h not 
hard to foy. *Tis agreed on all Hands> that 
the Writings, which wc have hitherto revc* 
renced zb Divine^ do every v^hcrc fufpo/e^ fuch 
a Principle in Man, and addrcfs themfelves to 
it, in their Exhortations to Goodnefe. Pro- 
mifes and Threatnings make as great a Part 
of the Writings of Mo/es and tie Prophets as 
Commands and Prohibitions : And if Je/us is 
■•/i6^ Mediator of a better Covenant, yet we 
have it aligned as one great Articte of its fa-* 
perior Excellence, that it is ejiablified upon bet^ 
' ttr Promjfes. The Words of my Text fur- 
nish Us with a nfK)ft remarkable Inftaijce ta 
the prefent Purpose. St. Raul is here exhort- 
ing Timothy f or rather (as f^ems more p!»oba>-' 
We) fetting ^him a Pattern for bis E»bort^*ibns 
df others, to the PraiStice of Virtue and God- 
linefs. And he not only bimfelf makes ¥fe of 
That very Inducement drawn from- Its exten- 
ftye Profitablenefs^ with which the Perfona a- 
bdve hinted at feem fo much offended,, but 
a^rts in fo many Words-, that 'tis a fdiibful 
Saying and worthy (^ all Acceptation. Not fa- 
tisiied with Thk> hjB tondefcends to explain^ 
the Springs aind Motives of his own Condad 
apd of That of the firft Chriftian Heroes, de- 
claring ^z.t Therefore [eJ^ wtp, for this, very 

a Heb.VIIJ.6. b i Tim. IV. 7. 

• fend] 
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m tl^it fhd»ifelvas>td StorHf and Gdriftire iii 

O-ftiJ^ an* fiPffllf Pdie* drt-Htt^Protnifes o# 
Silvtitiew tb all! Wii fakiifftl 8fei?vants. N*|i' 
feftl^) h« dKfJsSs-TitV^^iC^f, and/ in him, alifiiife'J 

and 7V<zCi6 7»i^ /yfeijfj, tb IRi^ fte^Wrtt an* 
itfgen? i4^dtt-ThMAl^Urticrit-ift their ^Mtck 
£3ehdflMi»»^ 

"tht Qu^iWl before tJ^ tl^H^, coh«frtfih|J^ 
thfe- l*f^rfety df rtfcbmhiteiHliHg Vlfftife fi-diA"- 
the Advantages annexed to iti #Keh <iofiff- 
dered in This View, becomes a Qjieftion of 
fomie Importance and fu6h as the flonour of 
Revealed Keligiori ih (jteneral, krid the regu- 
lar Dlfebar ^8 of 61ie grd^f BfahcH of oUb Duty 
a6' Miki^ ift of (Ke Odf^d, ahi vet^ rifearly 
cSffeitWIdd" i*. If Vif ttie rtiHy^ fr'tfMy Ij6 re- 
coramenrfed;- arid efpfccially ifit caiibe made 
appear diat It aSiually needs to be ttcoiDmisiHl- 
cd,ThiffWayj the gredt and freciotit 'Promi' 
Jes made to it in the Gofpel may ftiU-beihfifl- 
ed on by Us both as powerful IncitetneAts to 
Virtue, and as convincing Proofs of the Ex- 
ceHertce'dlid IittporiaM^fe of fhatC^bipel Which 
has- takdij fo tioblfe a' Proviiiori i<k \t But if 
the Cafe fliould prove otherwile', it iKttft be 

. ' C 2 owned 
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owned, our Preaching ofl!hefe Promifes is vain 
and the Faith of our Hearers will, at leaft m 
This Refpedt, be alfo vain ; Tea and we are 
found falfe Rtzfoncrs for the^Gofpel-Difpen- 
fation ; becaufe we have bcea ufed to infift on 
the Greatnefs of Its Rewards as a Proof of its 
Excellence, which is really no Proof of it, if 
the Influence of Rewards be indeed unfavour- 
able to the Interefts of real Virtue. 

I fliall therefore in my following Difcourfe 
attempt a Vindication of the Scripture Motives 
to Goodnefsi and (hall endeavour by Confide- 
rations drawn from Experience and the Na- 
ture of Things, 

I. Pirjif To fhew, that Virtue is capable 
of being promoted by Rewards. 

IL Secondly, To prove, that Virtue adual- 
ly needs to be T^hus promoted ; -^^Mid that 
Rewards are not only proper but necejfary 
Incitements to the Pradlice of It. 

III. thirdly J To examine and obviate fome 
of the moft ufual Exceptions againft the 
foremcntioned Inducements to Virtue, 
And, 

' IV. Fourthly and Laftly, To draw fbmc 
. ufeful Inferences from the foregoing Con- 
jiderations/ 

I- ^irjl 
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I. Firjl then, I am to fhew that Virtue is 
capable of being promoted by Rewards. 

I would only juft obferve by the Way, that 
in fpeaking of the Influence of Rewards for 
the promoting of Virtue, I would be under- 
Aood not as excluding the Influence of the 
Grace of God, but as prefuppofing it. To 
This We Chriftians are taught to confider all 
Moral Inducements as only fubordinate ; and 
as Preachers of the Gofpel we fliould always 
remember, that tho' * one may plant and an- 
other voatevy yet 'tis God that muft give the 
Increaft. However, Confiderations of This 
Kind, cannot perhaps fo properly be infiftcd 
on in a Difpute with the Enemies of Revealed 
Religion. To thefe we muft be contented to 
fliew, fince They have thought fit to queftion 
it, that a Profpeft of Rewards may be a pro- 
per and iuccefsful Incitement to Virtue. — 
To proceed then. 

Virtue is fometimes underftood to denote 
the outward A£is^ fdfcaetimes the Inward Ha-^ 
bit of Goodnefs : Or, in other Words, fome- 
times it ftands for the Conformity of our Ac^ 
tions to a given Rule, fometimes for That w- 
ternal Principle^ or Frame of Mind, from 
which fuch Conformity 2\wzy^ Jhouldf tho* in 

tk X Cor. III. 7. 

C 3 Faft 
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Faft it do not always, " proceed. No.w, tjiat 
Virtue in the former Senfe of tjie Word, and 
as it denotes the mere Regularity of our Ac- 
tions, may he promoted by either Aewing 
that fiich Regularity will be Profitable, or by 
aftualiy making it fo ; That is, That Men may 
b^ induced to obferve good Rules, and to per- 
form good Aflions. by being, made believe, 
that they fhall be rewarded and become hap- 
pier for fo doing ; This is a Point which tke 
greatefl Refiners wiil^ I fuppofe, hardly think 
fit to difpute with Us. 

To cut off all needlefs Mu}tipli(!ation of 
Words then, let it be fuppofed, that by Vir- 
tue in the prefpnt Enquiry is meant the ^w- 
%vard Principle and not only the outward ASis 
of Goodnefs. And the Queflion^ thus ilated, 
will come to This, — "Whether That inward 
*^ Principle from whence Virtuous Adions 
<^ ought to flow, and for which Men are ppo^ 
** perly Virtuous and morally deferving, may 
*' be promoted by annexing Rewards to the 
*^ PraiStice of Virtue." Or in other Words, 
** Whether Men may bacome more Virtuous 
*^ and in a moral Senfe more deferving from an 
*^ Expedlation of Rewards, than They wouhj 
'^ be, had They no fuch Profpcift." Now 

a See i Cor. XIII. 3. 

"That 
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<< That Men -may be induced to coaforii^ 
*' their Adions to any given Rules by a Prol- 
*'pca of Rewards, and particularly to the 
" Rules of Virtue and Religion, if Rewards 
*' be fhewn to lye That Ways" I have already 
prefunaed upon our Adverfaries* Leave to tak? 
for granted. And, in return. We are, on ouf 
Part, as willing to allow as They can be, that 
mere outward ASls of Goodnefs do not of 
Themfelves conjlituti Men really Virtuous and 
morally Good Beings. Yet perhap6.it will be 
found, that the Securing even of The/e may 
be no inconiid^rable Point gained, no fma^ 
Advance made towards real and internal Good^ 
nefs. 

After all our Refinements, while the SouJ 
and Body of Man continue to be ib intittiater 
ly united as They are, a conftant Courfe of 
Asking will 'very fonfiderably^ tho* perhaps ^Z- 
mqft imperceptibly 9 influence the internal Fraqae 
of Mind. From a continued Obfervance of a 
Rule we acquire a Facility y aftd from T^b^t 
again a Flenfure^ in Obferving it; which 
Pleafure naturally terminate? in a Love of tht 
Jlulc itfelf. Suppofing then, that a Prpfped: 
of Rewards were capable, in its immediate Ef-- 
feSi, of influencing the Qutward Behaviour on^ 
ly; yet 'tis reafonablc to expeft. It fhould, 

in 
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in Its more remote Confequencey extend its \v\r 
fluence to the internal Principle alio. 

Efpecially if we fuppofe farther. That Vir^ 
tue is agreeable to the Nature of Man : A 
Suppofition, which the Perfdns we are con- 
tending with at leajij cannot conjijiently deny. 
For let them place Virtue and Moral-Good- 
nefs upon what Foundation They pleafe : Yet 
if what They tell us of the Native Charms of 
Virtue be true, T^hat Virtuous and Good Prin- 
ciple, be it what it will, which we arc con- 
fidering, muft be allowed agreeable to the Na-- 
tur^ of That Being, to whom ( as They tell 
us) it is thus amiable. Without enquiring 
then whatThofe Impediments are, which hin-^ 
der our Nature from having her perfeSl JVork^ 
and Virtue being conftantly embraced ; if fuch 
Motives are applied to our Minds as are pow- 
erful enough to break the Force of Thofe Im-' 
pediments, and to engage Us in the PraSlice 
of Virtue, (which is the Cafe now fuppofed,) 
tis plain, our internal as well as external Pow- 
ers are left at Liberty to purfue their Natural 
Tendency ; our AfFeftions are permitted, nay 
invited to embrac-e their proper Objefts : And, 
what can the Refult be, but that Virtue fhould 
l>e to Us, what It is allowed to be in Its own 
Nature, altogether kvefy f 
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Wc need not however reft here. Rewards, 
I doubt not, may be found, capable of pro- 
ducing (in the Senfe above-mentioned,) or at 
leaft promoting, a Virtuous Principle by a di- 
reSt and immediate as well as by a remote and 
confequential Influence. Thus for Inftance, If 
the Heward propqfed be the Eternal B^jo^^ 
ment of Truth, Redtitude, and Holinefs,Thofe 
who place Virtu? in ^ Love of Truth, Redti- 
tude, and Holinefs, muft allow that Virtue is 
capable of receiving Encouragement and Vi- 
goirr direSlly from fuch a Profpedl : — If Vir- 
tue be fuppofed to conlift in, or to flow from, 
fuitable and becoming AfFedtions to the Di- 
vine Being ; a Reward, the very ExpeSlation 
of which is, in its Nature, an Exercife of 
the devouteft AflPedtions, muft be allowed at 
leaft capable of promoting a Virtuous Frame 
of Mind. — If laftly. Virtue be fuppofed prin- 
cipally to confift in kind and Benevolent Af- 
fedlions ; a Reward, if fuch can be afljgned, 
the united Profecution of which tends natu- 
rally to endear Men to each other, may well 
be allowed to have an Influence very favour- 
able to real Virtue. 

I am not her« framing imaginary Suppofi- 
tions, or fuch as have no real Foundation. 
But as a diftindl Illuftration of the feveral 
Particulars juft hinted at would carry me too 

far; 
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fer; I muft refer them to your own Thoughts: 
Which, J doubt not, are before-hand with fpf 
in applying the feveral Cafes fuggefted, to th^ 
R^^wards propqfcd in th^ Qo^pl. -^ J &al| 
pFiQCieed therefore 

IJ. Secondly, Tp prove, That Virtue ailuai- 
ly needs to be recommended from its Pro- 
fitablcnefs or the Advantages attending 
it ; and that Rewards are not only pro- 
per but necejfary Incitements to It. 

We ar<? apt fometimes to talk of Virtue ae 
of fbme exalted Perfonage^ and> in pur Laor 
guage, tp heftow a Kind pf Divinity upon it| 
and, when wc have done, This, 'tis no won- 
4?r wjB ar? Jed to afcribe to our im^igiaary 
Deity fuph E>egr^s pf Perfecaiou ^nd SeWV 
Sufficiency as jp^fperieape will by no Mcanjf 
juftify Us in. But if we would, to any gosd 
Furpofiy enquire what is really neceflary foe 
the Maintenance ^nd Promotion of Virtue, we 
muft confider Virtue, not abJiraSedly and in 
fde^f but as it fubjifis in fuch Creatures as 
Men* When therefore it is afferted. That Vir- 
tue aSlually needs to be prgmoted by Rewards^ 
the Meaning is plaiply This, That Men^ before 
They will engage heartily in, and adher<| 
ftca^ily to, the Caufe of Virtue, do really rieed 
to be fatisfied they ihAll be r^^rded for h 

Doing, 
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Doing. The QudUyoii j^us ftat^d may he 
famught io a ibort Iflue^ by confidering the 
Nature of ^an, an4 hie Circumftances with 
Regard to T^ngs about him. 

Af Co Man'^ Nature^ Without attempting 
any minute and particular Enumeration of the 
Facilities of the Soul, it may be iuf&cient to 
ob&n^ (what, I fuppofc, will hardly be de-* 
nied) that fajfion or AffeStion enters into our 
Conftitution as well as Intelligence or Reafon. 
And whatever Preemnence may he allowed to 
Reafbn (^s, no Doub(, much ought to be al^ 
lowed) yf t wc fipd in particular Cafes, with-^ 
out fomething of Pailion the Determinations 
of Reafon would but very rarely produce any 
?onfiderahle Effeds. Defire^ Jiope^ Fear^ &c. 
are die great Springs of Human A^on, with-* 
out which our other Powers would move but 
heamly. That This is the Cafe, daily Expert 
Hence fuliiciently teflifies; and Arguments 
againfi Experienjce are only to be answered by 
irefh Appeals to It. 

If it fhould be aiked ; "Whether Man 
^* would not l^ more perfeft, had he no Oc*- 
•*cafion for his Paffiqns; and were Reafon 
f' fuHicient at all Times not only to direct and 
^' determine his Choice, but to fecure a pro-r 
ff per Execution V s^rrrThe Queftion is idle and 
jn^pertinent at leafl, if not impious. God 

has 
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has made Us with AfFe6lions as well as with 
Undcrftanding : And 'tis Our Bufinefs to make 
a right Ufe of his Gifts, not to quarrel with 
them, i. e. with Him for Giving them. But 
more direftly I anfwer. We might perhaps be 
more PerfeSi Beings were we aSluated as well 
as informed by pure Reafon ; but we fliould 
not be more PerfeSI Men. Reafon without 
AiFedlion is the Perfection of Angels, or ra- 
ther indeed of God only. The Perfe<Slion of 
Man (as of Every other Being) confifts in the 
due Difpojition and regular Exercife of All 
Thofe Faculties which are properly Natural 
to him : Not in the InaBivity^ and much lefs 
in the Extirpation of any. 

The Refult then is This : Man is a Being 
of a mixt Nature : and in Order to gain his 
Attention to, and fecure his Concurrence with, 
any Propofal of Importance, Application muft 
be made to each Part of him. Now, what- 
ever be determined concerning the precife and 
proper Objedt of Reafon, It muft be allowed 
that Happinefsis the Objedt of the AfFeftions. 
Tho' therefore we may convince the Under^ 
fianding by illuftrating the ReSlitude of any 
Undertaking ; yet by a Profpedt of fomc Ad- 
vantage we muft excite the Aifedions. And 
Both muft be done, at leaft Generally fpeaking, 
if we would fuccecd in our Exhortations and 
engage the Man. What 
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What is here obferved holds true :upon the 
moA abftra^ed Codfideration of the Nature of 
Man ; even fuppofing each of his Powers to 
maintain its proper Province^ and the juft Ba-. 
lance to be prefervcd between them. Happi- 
nefs (we fee) is as neccflary to engage the Af- 
feffcions as Reafon is to cqndu£i them. And 
accordingly (I may obferve before a Chriftian 
Audiehce) This was the Method in which 
God Wmfelf thought fit to apply to our com* 
mon Parent for Obedience even in Paradife. 
* Offfoery Tree of the Garden Tbou may eji free- . 
ly eat \ hut of the T!ree of Knowledge of good 
and Evil Thou jhalt not eat of it. Here is 
M%n's Duty declared to Him. But did his 
Maker leave it Thus to his Undcrftanding and 
Reafon without any Enforcement? Quite 
othcrwife. How then did infinite Wiidom 
think fit to enforce it ? Why, not by infift- . 
ing only pr (as far as appears) at all^ upon the 
Fitnefs of the Injunction itfelf, or even upon 
the Reafonablenefs of Adam% ading agreeably 
to the Relation He ftood in to His great 
Creator and Benefactor. Thefe Confidera- 
tions, how proper foever, were not fuch as 
His Obedience even then was to be wholly 
entrufted with : His AfFedtions were to be ap« 
plied to, and particularly His Fears to be a- 

wakened : 
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wstkeired : And accdrdingly We fiAd the fWe- 
ihcnticMMl Declaration: d£ His* Dlity ftcoMk 
ed wkhr tbis fokmh Demitoktidn>> >«» ^ /l^ 
jEht^ /^>fo?^ ^«f ^ thereof tBtm ft>7dt fia^efy dj/r. 
' HovitvcTr^ if WO take a' VicW" of Man's Na^ 
t-ure aff we how find it^ (a Yikw agaiAft WhitJr 
xlo Excqjtidn can be tafcen^ ei^er by tlhtf- 
avotaed UnieimJer on 6ht HznAy ov rfieviiSr*' 
gdrica/f ffsteYpfettt on. thtt other) o^r Argo-** 
ment wiH ifecfcwcr ftUb fjjpfher EnforceAieiiJ^ 
The NetiefRty of R«W5»d«#i!lrife nyFffepdr-* 
tion to the vifible Degederiifcy of oUr Nawt^. 
Be ^/WiK^ rie^)w fo tieafomsMes ftcvef (b .^f^a:- 
M', yetU otif Underftawdifig^ are obfcured ahd^ 
^f* Wilis pei-vortfed : If Mf TkMfoniti^ FkmU 
tlesafe i*^eak »td kiattfefttiMe,* and dtlfl^iffifewjr 
at onde kftegeUM arid ftrong ; all If^Ch^tmi 
will be foil Upon Us. Settle Additiofldi' M^ 
tivefe are iil^ This Stat? of Things ihattifoftly 
neceflai^i riot only to give a propei' A^%)if^ 
^ndDi^^foH to otit di/&ri^vd A^t&ioni^'hBt' 
to ^£W^«?mir^ tlie pervcrk l^ertd^nty of diir ^- 
prMf^d6tk&^t T^a^Mieftawjitfetttidni t6a/l 
Jift' our RMfoHi and (a* it \*«re) tb ^r/*^ our 
Wilte imcJ af' rfght, but otherwife Urtpkafingi 
Choice. 

How ejtsflled' fdever our Notidnfe of Humaii 
^Nature rtiay be, yet if we wlB be cdntenttd 
take This Nature 4i itjub/ifis^ in Individuals^ 

we 
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Gottgfuitjr to Rea^ is by wo Means gene* 
ndly tgfeeabfe tb Intttnatim. Ihdifpofition at 
leafti if not Avef fion> to Goodhefs is what the 
feber Part of IVfeftkind have in aH Ages com- 
plained of, and what the Bcft of Men have 
,ever experienced, at leaft, at their firflr Entrance 
on tbe Paths of Virtue. And whatever may 
be thought tof That Moral-Senjh, which has 
of late been contended for; 'tis certain. Men 
hare other Senfes befldes Thnt^ and Thofe ge- 
nerally far more importunate for Theit refpec- 
tive Gratifications. Whoever fetioufly rcftfefts 
on what paffbs within him, will not want thtf 
Authority of Revelation to convince him, that 
there is * ^z Law in our Members, 'Wafrittg^ ^ 
gainft' tht Law of our Mind. And 'tis well if 
by aH the Promifbs, or even all the Threats of 
the GolJ)el, we can prevent its bringing Men in- 
to Cdpti'oity to- the Law of Sin. — Bnt fkrther : 
; *Tis not to be diflfembled, that oti^ great 
Part of Mankind' will generally be found ^-i 
gaged' in an Intefeft- oppoflte td That of Vir- 
tiie. And' how (hair we go about fo fecdtti- 
mend It to Perfons of TAis Charader ? From- 
Its Native Charms ? Front Its Fifnefs or Its. 
Reafanab/enefi ? Alas ! SUcb Recommendations 
mil naturally be looked upon as iJk "tales by 

a Roin.Vti. 23. 

Thele 
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Thefe Perfons. They will turn a deaf Ear to 
all we can fay on this Argument : Or, if out 
of Curtojity They vouchfafe us the Hearing, 
They will probably entertain us with Scorn 
and Mockery, as Bablers or Enthufiafts. The 
moft ferious of Them will tell us, ** We all 
'* along Beg the ^ejiion : They like the Way 
** They are in i and are far from Envying us 
**Thofe refined Gratifications we fo much 
'' boaft of." In Truth, Self-Love is the moft 
prevailing, if not the only Univerfal, Princi- 
ple of Human Adtion. Where This can be 
wrought upon in our Recommendations of 
Virtue, fome Good may be done. But our 
Exhortations will have no Hold on the Ge- 
nerality of Perfons, unlefs we can outbid their 
prefent Schemes, and convince them that God- 
liilefs either is with Regard to the Succefs of 
Thefe^ or with Regard to fome more impor- 
tant Int^reft hereafter a will be^ great Gain. 

Add Jo all This, that Cafes may well be 
fuppofed, becaufe fuch have frequently in Fadt 
happened, wherein a fteady Adherence to the 
Caufe of Virtue fhall not pnly oblige us to 
quit fome prefent Advantage but to fubmit to 
Ipme prefent Inconvenience, and perhaps Mi-* 
fery. Now fome Counterbalance jhould be pro- 
vided againft Evils of This Kind. The abf- 

» 1 Tim. VI. 6. 

trad 
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trad: Beauty and Fitnefs of Virtue will be very 
infufficient for This Purpofe* Men are not 
generally Stoicks either in Pradlice or Opi- 
nion. Nor is it fit they fhould be fo. Pain 
and Lofs will ftill be counted real Evils by 
the fenfible Part of Mankind s And to tell a 
Man, in Deep Difirefs for his Attachment to . 
the Interfefts of Virtue, That She is Her own 
Reward^ would juftly be thought a very un-* 
friendly Method of Conjhlation. — In Fa<a, the 
Fitnefs and Amiabldnefs of Virtue will nevetr 
while Men are Men, be Prodf againft Thofe 
Difficulties^ to which a conftant Adherence to 
It will fomctimes expofe Them ; Nor can any 
Provifion be made againft Exigencies of This 
Kind, which can rationally be deemed fuffi- 
cient^ unlefs fome Advantages be either given 
in Hand, or ertfurcd in Reverfion, to the Ad- 
herents to Virtue, which may be at leaft an 
Equivalent for the Advantages They are ob- 
liged to j^r^^e?, or a Recompence for the Evils 
They are obliged to fuffer, in and for Theij: 
Adherence to It. 

After what has been already advanced, it 
will now be lefs difficult, 

m. Thirdly 9 To obviate fome of the ufual 
Pleas igainft the above-mentioned In- 
ducements to Goodnefs. 

Vol. 2. D Now 
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Now thefe may, I believe, be reduced to 
the following Particulars. Either the Natit' 
ral Supremacy of Reafon: -^ Or the Amahk^ 
nefs and Charms di Virtue and Benevolence^'^ 
Ovfome Suppofed Inconfijience between a Selftjh 
Principle and the Excellency of MordGoodnrf^ 
To each of Thefe therefore I fhall ipeak as 
diJHnSHy^ and at the fame Time as briefy^ as 
I can. — It may be faid then 

I. *^Is not Reafon the Governing Faculty 
** in the Conftitutidn of Man ? Muft it not 
** therefore be, in all Circumfancesy right and 
^^ proper for Man to be Governed by Reafon ? 
•* And muft hot whatever appears agreeable 
^' to Reafon be on that very Accoutit to him 
« Eligible ?" — I fee not why the Affirmative 
lightly underftood may not be aditiitted> with- 
out Prejudice to our Gaufe. Let every Ac- 
tion, that 'fliall be found agreeable to Rea&m 
be allowed never fo eligible and even obliga- 
tory : Yet in all Eiiqurries concerAing the 
Ag;reeablenefs-€F^^r//c«/^?r Aftions to Reaicti^* 
the Circumjlances of the Agent muft be taken 
into the Account, if not principally regarded. 
But now it muft be Impoffible that any Adtion 
fliould appear Rcafonable to a particular Agent 
which is not either Conducive to, or at leaft 
Conffent with, his Final Happinefs. Reafon 
and Happinefs may in Appearance and for a 

Time, 
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^ime^ but (:ao never abfdutely and Finally^ in- 
terfere- To ^hoofe prefent Pain »od Mifery 
fiwr the fake of «n Oy^rb^ance of Pleafu^c 
and Happinei^ in Reverfion, m^y often b# 
Reafonoble. But to choofe Pai0 and Mifery 
without ariy 6ich ProfpeiSt, would be to choofc 
Evil as Jmh : And Evil as Jucb can, in no 
imaginable Circumftancej, be the Objeia of a 
Batimal Cbioice. —^ In fhort, Rea/qn is Man'« 
Guiiky But Happinefs is at ieaft one great £;m^ 
to which It i$ appointed to conduSl him. 

2. As to the Amiabknefs and Charms of 

Virtue, I would hope, much need not here 

be added. In Faa, The Amiablenefs of Vir^ 

tttc can only, in ^nyfokr Senfe, be admitted, 

fnppofiag Either— That 'tis always found con-- 

^ent with Happinefs ; or— That 'tis approved 

by a Being who can and will Finally make It 

&. On This latt<?r Suppofition, Virtue will 

be indeed Amiable ; I add, in all p(;iffible Cir- 

ainnftanoes : Becaufe when ojice we know 

what is. approved by God, we may, in all 

Ciirciumftaticeis, trufi Him with the Confe- 

quences of owradting accordingly. But, could 

We take away the Suppofition of a I)eity or 

(whkh amounts to the fame Thing) of a 5^- 

HvarJer^ the Cafe would be much altered : 

And whatever wx)uld beconie jof the Amiable- 

nefs ^a£ Vktxktp It wouid certainly be fouod 

D 2 ' not 
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not Self-fufficient. — This Account does not 
indeed afcribe to Virtue fuch mighty Things 
as fome Pcffons. would be thought to afcribe 
to It : But will however be found moft effec* 
tually to fccnre Its Credit and true Interejls. 
And one would think it fhould not long be a 
Queftion, ** Who are the trueji Friends to Vir- 
*' tue ?*' They who pay it many Fine Compli- 
ments^ which may fuit Its Condition tolera- 
bly well in the Day of Profperity, whilft in 
the Article of Diftrefs they leave It nafted and 
defencelefs ? or they who provide It, againft 
all Cafualties and in all Circumjlances^ with a 
fufficient Subfiftence and Support ? 

And then, as to the Benevolent Affeftions : 
— Without entering into the Difpute con* 
ceming I'beir Origin : If, for the Prefent, we 
allow them to be as Natural and as Univerfal . 
as has been contended for: Yet furely the 
Exercife of Thefe^ as of all other AffeiSions, 
ihould be guided by Reafon and a Regard to 
Circumftances. Now the fartheft we can ra-^ 
t tonally go in Favour of Benevolence, wkhout 
a Divine Command, fcems to be I'his. We 
feel within ourfelves, that Happinefs is great- 
ly preferable to Mifery ; and we cannot doubt 
but that our FcUow-Creatures arc aifeded in 
the fame Manner; which Confideration will 
always be a fulficient Reafon for om Endea- 
vouring 
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voqring to communicate Happinefs tp othcrt 
and to avert Mifery from them, where no 
granger Reaf(m appears to the Contrary: And 
what Reafon Thus diftates, natural AffeSlion 
will I hope in general ftrongly enfore and 
greatly facilitate, the Execution of. But .cer- 
tainly the Care of a Mali's own final Happi- 
laefs, (and, without foppofing a Deity ^ every 
Moment* s Happinefs may be fo ) muft to him 
be the ftrongeft Reaibn^ and fuch as, in Cafe 
of Interference, all Endeavours for promoting 
the Happinefs of others will, ip Courfe^ give 
Way to. Love of Our/elves is in Scripture 
made the Measure and Standard of our ^Love 
of our Neighbour; apd the Precept, wheiji 
rightly uriderftood^ is perfpdlly agreeable to 
the jufteft Reafon. But neither Reafon nor 
Revelation ever require^ that the Former 
(hould be exceeded by the Latter, and much 
lefs deftroyed by it. — If it (hould be ftill 
aiked, 

3. ** Is it not of the Nature *of Virtue to be 
^ dififiter^fied? or however. Do not Views of 
*' private Advantage in Proportion to Thek 
''Influence, detract from the Excellency of 
^'VirtHe "and Moral Gopdnefs?'' — I anfwer 
( as before ) If by Difintereftednefs be meant 
PQ more than Freedom from z fordid Attachf* 

» MajtL XXII. 39. 
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mcnt to the low Intcrefts of This Lifej and 
by private Views, Views of Temporal Gain or 
Grandeufr : 'Tis very readily allowed that the 
more difinterefted any Moral Agent is, that 
is, the lefs he is influenced by Views of This 
Kind, his Charadter is more amiable, and his 
Performance more honourable. Nay 'tis al- 
lowed farther, that fuch a Principle mayy in 
Proportion to its Influence, leflTen the Excel- 
lency and impair the Habit of Virtue : Tho' 
at the fame Time, 'tis unreafonablc to expeft, 
and abfurd to imagine, that Difintereftednefs, 
tven in This Senfe, fhoulcl be necejfary to the 
Being of Virtue i or th^it Human Virtue, while 
fubfifling in This World, fliould be wholfy 
abftrafted from all Concern for the Convc- 
jiiencies and Advantages of it. —But if by Dif* 
intereftednefs be meant Difregard to our own 
Intereft fnalfy And upon the Whole ; This is a 
Frame of Mind wholly unaccountable on any. 
known Principles of human Nature : And we 
can only fay, — Either, that Difintereftedtiefs 
in This Senfe is not of the Ejfence of Virtue, 
Or, that Virtue was not made for Man. 

The Truth is, the Intereft propofed to good 
Men in the Gofpel is fuch an Intereft as we 
fnay moft fafely, nay, if we will be juft to 
put-felves, we muft^ purfut. An exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory may well be allowed 

to 
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to \\z}fzfome Influence, indeed pannot have too 
great an Influence, on our Thoughts and Acr 
tions. To make an Object infinitely valuable 
the Objed: of our Purfuits, muft certainly be 
agreeable to the Reafon and Fitnejfes of TAi^gh 
if there 6e any fuch in Nature. And, if This 
muft be called Sflfijhnejs, we mufi infift upon 
it, that there ip an allowa|?le, a commend- 
able> a Virtuous Scjfiftinefs. 

4. ^' But docs not Gop, the njoft perfeift 
." Pattern of Re^Stitude and Goodncfs^ an^i 
^^ whofc Excellencies it is our Duty and Per- 
** fedion to imitate, condudt all His AiSions 
/* by an intirely dijinterejled KdlhtttXiQQ to Rea^ 
'*^« and Truth r Undoubtedly Pe docs, 
-^nd to endeavour to imitate Him in Things 
not without our Meafure, is an Ajna wqrtby 
of a Creature made in the Image of God. But 
then our Ambition, to make it cpntimendabje* 
or even excufable, muft be fuited tp our OV- 
cumjiances. iThey who argue frftm the difin- 
terefted Nature of God^s Goqdnefs for a like 
Difintereftednefs in our s, fecni ftp forget, Tbgt 
God is in Heaven and we upon ^arth. pop 
is a Being independent and felf^fufficient : Hf s 
Happinefs is incapable of either Iijcreafe pr 
Diminution. In Him therefore Freedom f^om 
Concern for the Prefervation or Advancement 
-of Happinefs, i. €• Difinterejiednefs^ is a Per- 

fedtion 



56 7%e Scripture Motives 

fedion refulting from the peculiar Condition 
of His Nature : And I cannot help thinking 
it a blameable Prefumption, inftcad of a cooit 
mendable Emulation, to make the peculiar 
Condition oi Divine P erf eSiion aMcafure and 
Standard for Human Virtue. 

After all s Thus much mayy I think, and 
indeed mujl^ be admitted, That wife and good 
Men do really perform many Virtuous, many 
Benevolent Actions, without either flaying to 
reconcile fuch Actions to their prefent Intereftj^ 
or aSiually fettihg before their Eyes any jF«- 
ture Reward. And the Confcioufnefs of fuch 
Performances may have been the Occafion, 
v^hy fome fuch Perfons feem to have thought 
too favourably of the Notion of an intirely difr 
interejled Virtue. Whereas the Cafe above? 
fuppofed, if rightly confidered, is fo far from 
being an Argument againft the Ufefulnefs or 
Neceffity of the Gofpel-Motives, that 'tis It- 
felf an eminent Inftance of the Glorious In- 
fluence of Them. — The Expectation of a Re- 
ward, ineftimable in Its Value and endlefs in 
Its Duration, where It has taken PofTeffion of 
the Soul, efpecially where by a happy Educa- 
tion It has grown up with Us from our In- 
fancy, becomes a fixt Principle of Adlion and 
influences our Condud in numberlefs Inftan- 
CC5 when It is leaft attended to by Us. So- 
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cure, habitually and in general fecure, of our 
F/»i^/ Jnterefts, we are at Liberty to fpllow 
the Guidance of Right Reafon whitherfocver 
It leads us; and our Private Affedions be- 
ing fo certainly^ and at the fame Time fo anh- 
pfy^ provided for, we have more Leifure and 
more Inclination to hearken to the Solicita^ 
tions of owrfocial AfFeftions in Favour of our 
Fellow-Creatures. But, were we in perpetual 
Uncertainties g§ to pur Final State, ej^ecially 
• bad we no Hope and were we without God in 
thei World I what would beconie of Virtue or 
Benevolence, is not hard to fay ! -r- In fhort. 
To engage and fupport Mankind in the Cauie 
pf Virtue, the atlu(Ll ProJpeSl of a Recompence 
af Reward is generally^ and the habitual Ber 
lief of It is always ncceflary. And evep Thofe 
A<ilions which we flatter ourfelves are moft 
generous and mofl: diiinterefled, muil, to make 
them Rational, at leaft prefuppofe if they do 
not direSlly proceed from^ the powerful tho'««- 
heeded Influence pf That Hope^ which need 
pot * make us ajhamed. 

Upon the Whole ; I hope it appears, of how 
little Weight the Common Exceptions againfl: 
the Scripture- Inducements to Goodnefs really 
are. They are manifeftly founded on a Chi- 
merical Suppofition of Man's being in a much 
aEph.II. 12. l)^om.V.5, • 

more 
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more Perfeft State than he appears in F^fl: to 
be : And fo in Reality amount to juft Thus 
much, " That were Man a Being more perfeSi 
*' than he is^ Rewards would be lefs needful ti 
** induce him to the Performance of his Duty^ 
A Proportion which, I prefume, will not be 
thought to have much Weight againft what 
has been offered. — We may therefore now 
proceed 

IV. Fourthly and LaJ/y, To draw fomc 
ufeful Inferences froni what ha^ pccqrred 
in the Confideration of the foregoing 
Heads, -p— And 

jfl From what has been obferved we may 
colle<5t. What Foundatipn is beft fitted to fup- 
port an uniformly praBicable Morality. 

The Natures and Relations of Things may 
be a good Rule of AAion as far as They go; 
where They are clearly perceived and duly at- 
tended to. And They become properly a Law 
to Us when confidered as the Refult of the 
Divine Appointment in the Conftitution of 
Things. But without fuch Appointment let 
us ascribe to them what Binding Force we 
pleafe, 'tis but too vifible. They would of 
Themfelves, be able to fecure but an inconfi- 
derable Number of Obfervers. Nothing can, 
in Fail, fecure the General Obfervance of any 

Rule, 
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Rule^ but what is able to fecurc Happinefs, 
immediate or Final Happincfs, to the particu-^ 
iar Obfcrvcrs. But who will fay This can be 
jionc by the Natures or Fitneflcs of Things^ 
unleis we place a Deity at the Head of Tbem ? 
'Tis certain God, and He only^ can fecure 
the Happinefs of His Creatures againO: all 
Qafualties : And therefore, a View to His Ap^ 
probation muft be the only fecure Foundation 
lor a Fixed Morality, ai^d fuch as fhall be in 
all Circumftances Reafonable or PraSlicable. 
^ Other Foundations indeed Men may lay^ be-* 
fides that which is Thus laid; and, while all 
is calm and ferene, may pleafe Themfelves 
with the Jpecious Superftrudlure, But let 
Storms and Tempefis arife, and ^ every Mans 
Work will foon be made manifefi : For the Day 
of Adverfity Jhall declare every Mans Work^ of 
what Sort it is. 

2fy After what has been faid. We may 
Now venture to infer the great Excelleijcy 
and fuperior Advantages of the Gofpel-Reve? 
lation with Regard to Morality. 

The Enemies of Revealed Religion have, it 
muft be owned, a(aed a pretty confident Part# 
in decrying the Ufefulnefs of Rewards for the 
Support and Promotion of Virtue, and in de- 
preciating Thofe good Adions which proceed 

a I Cor. III. II. b Ibid. 13. 
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from a View to any Recompencc. Deifm has 
no fuch Rewards to offer as Chriftianity pro^f 
pofes : And therefore could Its Patrons per- 
fiiade Us to forbear all Mention of Rewards, 
as of ufeleis and improper Inducements to 
Goodnefs ; could They prevail upon \5^ to fet 
afide every Thing of This Kind as quite out 
of the Queftion ; T^heir beloved Scheme (if 
They really have any determinate ont) of Na-p 
tural Religion, would indeed have one Obfta- 
de fewer than it now has to its being able to 
Jland a Comparifon with the Morality of the 
Gbfpel. But we have no Occaiion raftily to 
give up This Advantage. So long as Dcfire 
of Happinefs is Man's Prevailing Principle, 
i*e. fo long as Human Nature c^intinues^ the 
Rewards of the Gofpel will furnifh us with 
Vh unanfwerable Proof of Its Importance to 
Morality. — The Heathen Philofopher may ar^ 
gue, and Their Orator declaim upon the Dig^ 
nity of Man's Nature, the Turpitude of Vice^ 
the Honour ablenefsy Pleafantnefs^ and Reafonr 
ablenefs of Virtue^ &c. Gonfiderations very 
properly urged in their Place and Seafon. But 
what are all Thefe to the Good Chriftian's 
Hope full of Immortality ? 'Tis here the Chrif- 
tian Revelation nwft eminently difplays itfelf, 
ill That it does not, like the Pagan Syftems, 
after providing for the Happinefs of This Life 

an4 
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and perhaps for zjhort Survival of an empty 
Namef leave Us without any farther Prc^^ 
pedis ; but fccures to Us a Reverfion of Hap- 
pinefs, compleat enough to fU the Capaci-- 
ties, and to run commenfurate with the jD«- 
ration of our immortal Souls, -r- Give me 
Leave 

^ly From what has been faid to fuggejl. 
Which are the moft proper Inftruments of 
Perfuafion in the Mouth of a Chrifiian Ora*- 
tor. 

The Beauty and Amiabknefs of Virtue ; It* 
Agreeablenefs with xht juftejl Reafon^ and the 
Refemblance It gives Us to the Divine Na^ 
ture, &c. are Argaments which, in Conjun^ 
Bion with Its Rewards, may be ufed with 
Good Succefs : And 'tis "Thus we find them 
fometimes ufed, but feldom otherwife, in Hply 
Scripture itfelf. Rational Arguments^ when 
feconded by GoJpeU Motives, will pierce deep 
into the Soul, and 'be as Nails fajlened in a 
Jure Place: But without fuch Enforcement 
They rather gratify the Kar than warm the 
Heart ; and arc feldom found to leave behind 
any lajiing Imprcffion. While we entertain 
our Audience with Harangues of This Kind, 
the Man of Curiofity and Refinement will 
probably ^hear the Word with Attention, and 

a Luk.Vm. ij. 
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unon with Jay receive it ; pleafed to have his 
Duty fo elcgantiy defcribcd, and his own Na- 
ture, as well as That of Virtue, fet in fo 
agreeable a Light. But let as look into hii 
Life, and we fliail find the Progrefs by no 
means anfwerable to T^efe promifing Begin- 
nings. The Reafon is, * He has no R^t in 
himfeifi His Refolutions were not grounded in 
the only lofting Principle of his Nature ; His 
Vanity was frothed indeed, and his Curiofity 
gratified \ but his Defire of Happinefs was 
not wrought upon. No wonder therefore if 
* he dureth only for a white, and in Time of 
Temptation fdileth away. 

Lafily, and to cx>nclude. Since Godlinefs 
has fiich great and precious Promifes as we 
find in die Gofpel ; Let Us all Remember This 
and Jhew ourfelves Men; Let Us a£t as be- 
comes InteHigent and Rational Beings^ that 
profefs to have foch Glorious ProfpeSs in 
View, 

In vain will all our Difputes with the Deift 
be, in vain our Trimttphs over him, upon ' 
the Powerfulnefs and Efficacy of the Gofpel- 
Motives y if we cannot convince him of their 
fuperiour Power and Efficacy by our Lives and 
Converfations. In vain, I fay, with Regard 
to the D^^; but, with Regard to ourfelves, 

a Luk.VIII.i3. b Ibid. 

much 
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much wor/e. The Gofjpel has Its Terrors as 
wclV jw 'it'S^JP/ vpiyty^ . and ii ttic Ltrttcr tJo not 
invite, the Former will one Day overtake us. 
If the Rewards of the Golpel be not power- 
ful Mtkkks with Us now. They will here- 
after become powerful Arguments againjl Us. 
— May our Advances in Goodnefs bear fome 
Proportion to (Mr boafted Emourngements to 
It ! May We » always abound in the Work of 
the Lord ; Jhrafmucb as We know that Our 
Labour is not in Vain in the Lord ! 

«i Cor. XV. 58. 
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Matthew VL 33; 

^eek Tefirji the Kingdom of God y and 
His Righteoufnefsy and all thefe Things 
Jhall be added unto Ycu. 

AMONG the many gracious Evideri* 
ces of Good-Will to Merif which dif- 
play thcmfelves in the Gofpd-Re* 
vclatlon, T^his may dcferve to btf 
gratefully acknowledged ; that It is calculated 
at the fame Time to advance Its ProfeiTors to 
the higheft Attainments in Goodnefs, and yet 
not to difcountenance or negledt the loweftt . 
Its Divine Author having in this as well as 
all other refpedts admirably adapted His Pro-^ 
vifions to the various Exigencies of our. pre* 
lent Condition 2 Whereof He needed not that 
any onejhould tejlify or give Him an Account^ 
for He knew what was in Man. 

Of This We have an eminent Inftance iil 
the Motives made Ufe of to engage His Dif- 

ciples 
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clples and earlieft FoUpwers, and with them 
fuccceding Chriftian$ of all Ages, in the Prac- 
tice of what is right. Smch^ in fadti is the 
ImperfecStioB and Depravity of the human 
Race> that a large Proportion of them will, 
always want to be made Converts to Virtue » 
and Godlinefs : . And of the reft, no fniali; 
Number will generally be found to have made 
but very little Proficiency in either of them.: 
And even Perfons of an higher Clafs and of 
more exalted Views are not always equally af- 
fedted with the diftant Profpefts of another 
Worid. Our Saviour therefore, in great Con- 
defcenfion to the Frailty of Mankind in ge- 
neral, is pleafed, not only to enfure a glorious 
Reverjion of Happinefs, but to annex fome 
prefent Encouragements, to the Performance 
of our Duty. After having declared, that 
Great is our Reward in Heaven, He might 
have infifted on our Obedience without enter- . 
ing into any farther Engagenjents with Us., 
But He knows whereof We are made, and re* 
members that We are moft apt to be afFe<fted 
by what is prefent with Us : And therefore, 
tho' He requires Us, as moft juftly He may, 
to Seekfirfi the Kingdom of God and bis Righ^ 
teoufnefs\. yet He fubjoins the encouraging Af- 
furance, that all needful Accommodations of 
this Life Jhall be added unto Vs. 

E There 
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There is, we know,' a Notion, which lias 
been but too much countenanced, not only 
by the Enemies of our holy Religion, but by 
Some of It3 indifcrect and vificmary Friends i 
I mean, that a Regard to perfonal Intereft, 
either here or hereafter, is by no means a 
proper Principle of Goodnefs in Man ; — io 
far from that, as to defltoy the Rewardable- 
nefs of His othcrwife beft Performances. 
However, tho* it were eafy to (hew, in Op- 
pofition to the Former, that the very Nature 
and Circumftances of Man make it neceff^ry, 
in wder to engage him in the Praftice of Vir- 
tue, that he fhould have fome Profped: of be- 
ing rewarded and made happier for it ; and, 
in Oppofition to the Latter^ that the Sacred 
Writings every- where y«/^^ fuch a Principle 
in Man, and addrefs themfelves to it in their 
Exhortations to Goodnefs : Yet my Defign at 
prefent is to confider, not fo much the Ne- 
ceffity of Rewards in general to recommend a 
Virtuous Conduft, as the particular Ufcfol- 
nefs of the ^Advantages of This World and the 
ProJpeSis of the Next as Motives to it, and 
the Influence which Each of Thefe may be 
allowed to have upon our Minds and our Ac- 
tions. • Both of them are in holy Scripture 
propofed as Encouragements and Incitements 
* to our Duty s and therefore. We may be fure, 

that 



iternai Motives confidered. 6/ 

that Both of them arc in fome Degree ufeful ^ 
and may be in fome Degree regarded by Us, 
for that Purpofe, But then, it greatly con- 
cerns Us to proportion our Regards to the real 
Dignity and Excellency of Each of them, and 
to allow to Each of them their proper In- 
fluence upon our Thoughts and Adlions : Be- 
caufe it is not barely our outward Conduct, 
but the Views and Motives upon which that 
Condudl is formed, that muft give Us our 
Denomination and true Charadler in the Efti- 
mation of a Judge ; * who feeth not as Man 
Jtetbi Wtbo looketh not on the outijoard Appear^ 
ancCy but nsiho looketh on the Heart. 

That our Aims may, therefore, be upoa 
the Whole fo rightly directed, as to approve 
our Conduft, and ajfure our Hearts before 
GoD; and yet, that the Interefts of Virtue* 
and Piety may not be deprived of any proper 
Affiftance whilft they really ftand in Need of 
all the Affiftance that can be given them ; it 
may not be improper to confider a little more 
diftinftly the comparative Worth and Excellen- 
cy of the Two Kinds of Motives above hinted 
at ; and to fhew, that though Motives of this 
World may be ufefully employed as Supports 
in our Chriftian Courfe, yet Motives of the 
next (hould always have the principal Place in 

' a I Sam, XVI. 7. , 

- E 2 our 
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our AfFeftions and Purfuits. — Seek Te firfi 
the Kingdom of God and His Rigbteoufneji^ 
and all Tbefe Things Jfjall be added unto Toti. 

By the Kingdom of God ^ I am aware, may 
be uriderftood either His Kingdom of Grace 
tfere^ or His Kingdom of Glory hereafter. But 
I Ihall take Leave to confider the Expreflion 
chiefly in This latter Senfe; as, I conceive, 
it will beft fuit with our Blefled Lord's Rea- 
ibning in the Paflage before Us. He had juft 
been cautioning His Hearers againft being too 
anxioufly thoughtful about the Things of this 
Life, faying, *' What Jhall we eat^ or what 
^^Jhall we drinky or wherewithal Jhall we be 
''cloathedr For (faith He) after allThefe 
Things do the Gentiles feek : The unenlighten- 
ed Heathen, having little or no Notion of any 
ether Life, may have ibme Pretence for Soli- 
citude about the Accommodations of This: 
Nor is it to be wondered at, if They who 
confider the prefent State as the only State with 
which They have any Concern, arc willing to 
make the moji of it. But Tour Cafe is very dif- 
ferent : God, who careth for You here, hath 
provided fill better Things for Tou hereafter: 
Great is Tour Reward in Heaven. And, tha* 
You are not required to abandon all Regard 
for thofe Things^ which Tour heavenly Father 
hnoweth Te have Need qfm this prefent State -, 

yet 
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^ct neither (hould You be anxioufly folicitous 
^bout them. Better will it become You^ to 
enlarge Your Views in proportion to the Ex- 
tent of the Profpeft now opened to You. 
Let Tour Solicitude be placed upon the Ob- 
jedb that is moft worthy of it. Make the 
Happinefs of Heaven, and the Righteoufnefs 
that leads to It, Your chief Covictrviy and You 
may fafely rely on the Providence of God for 
the needful Supply of the reft. Seek Te firjl 
the Kingdom of God and His Righteoufnefs i 
and all tbefe Tubings /ball be added unto Tou. 

From the Words confidered in this View I 
may not unfitly take Occafion to lay before 
You fome ufeful Reflexions upon the Re- 
wards of anotber World and the Advantages 
of Hhis^ as Motives to Virtue and Godlinefs ; 
— the Efficacy and Dignity of thefe two Kinds 
of Inducements in themf elves : — And the De^ 
gree, in which We may allow ourfelyes to be 
influenced by the One or the Other of them, 
in the Difcharge of our Duty. Only here de- 
firing once for All, that what is faid, of the 
Eflicacy or Infuence of the Motives under 
Confideration, may be underftood, not as ex- 
cluding the Influences of Divine Grace^ but as 
prefuppofng theni. 

And jF/r/, Let us confider This Matter in 
Reference to Motives of anotber World i in 

E 3 order 
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order to difcover, what Efficacy Thefe arc fit- 
ted to have, and what Influence they may be 
allowed to have, on our Thoughts and Ac- 
tions. 

Now, befides T^bat great Principle of Self' 
Love, or Regard to Perfonal Happincfs, upon 
which Rewards of every Kind are calculated 
to operate; there are Tjbree others (if indeed 
They are more than only Modifications of the 
Former) which the Moralifts of the prefent 
Age have thought fit to efpoufe and recom- 
mend; Each contending warmly for bis. own 
peculiar Favourite, as if it were the only pro-- 
fer^ or however the moji excellent. Principle 
from which all really worthy Condudt muft 
be derived. The Principles I mean may be 
denominated ReSiitudey or a Regard to Truth 
and right Reafon; Piety y or Regard to the 
Authority of our Creator and fupreme Go- 
vernour ; and Benevolence, or Regard to the 
Benefit and Happinefs of our Fellow- Crea- 
tures. But, without needleflly detaining You, 
or engaging myfelf, with any unreafonable 
Controverly between^ the various Writers up- 
on this Subjed; or without fetting at Fa- 
riance three Principles of human Aftion, which . 
furely very well may and indeed ought to co- 
operate, or rather which ( if rightly confider- 
ed ) will be found in fad: to co-incide, with 

each 
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each other; It will be fufficient to £hcw, (as 
may, I conceive, moft eafily be (hewn) how 
the Rewards now under CcMifider^tion, have 
a Tendency to improve and ftrcngthen every 
one of the Principles jufl above mentioned^ in 
the Mind of Man. 

In the Firji Place, then ; If a Regard to 
Reafon^ Truth and Rightcoufnefs be, as it 
may be allowed to be, one proper Principle of 
Virtue and good Gonduft; what can more 
pQwerfully recommend and confirm this Prin-t 
ciple, than the Profped of a Reward {}£ Jucb 
can be difeovcred) confifting in the Everlaft- 
iog Enjoyment of all Thefe ? But now, Trtarth^ 
Sighteoufncis and Holinefs are, we knoWr not 
only neceffary Preparatives for, but Effential 
Ingredients in^ the Happinefs prepared fiar the 
Samts m Light. • We knom not indeed dif- 
tcudly and particularly "what ni^ejbail be: Buff 
rfius mjich we know, that die ^ Heaven iM 
wait for is a Place wherein dweiietb Rsgbtiouf^ 
nefsy that 'tis a Place of fuch Purity, that n$ 
unclean Thing can enter it; that weJhuH there 
JeeGoi>9 the Fountain of Truth, as He if*, , 
SHid that * without Holinefs no Man can fee 
Him. A Defire and Expedation of a Reward 
like this muft imply * an Hunger and Thirjl. 

a I Joh. III. 2. li 2 Pet. III. 33. c Heb. XlUi^^ 
4 Matt. V. 6. 

after 
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after that Right eoufnefs and Truth which make 
ib confiderable a Part of it; a Defirc of being 
fet at a Diftance from e^i^ery Evil Thing i a 
Defire of pleafing God by Righteoufnefs and 
enjoying Him in Holinefs. And how, then, 
muft fuch a Profpedl animate the Endeavours 
of every Lover of Truth and Goodnefs ! ^- He 
that has This Hope in bitn^ how naturally muft 
he be led, how forcibly conftrained, to purify 
bimfelf even as the Enjoyments he hopes to 
be bleft with are pure ! 
■^ Again : If a Regard to God's Authority and 
fuitable Apprehenfions of His glorious Attri-t 
bute$ b? (as moft certainly They are) prop&r 
'Principles of good Behaviour \ the very Per- 
formance of Virtuous Adlions upon a Prolpedt 
of the Reward? of another World both im- 
plies and exercifes, and by that means im-? 
proves and invigorates, every right AfFeftion 
towards the Supreme Being. A Mind, prepa- 
red to carry Us thro' an uniform Courfe of 
Virtue upon this Principle, muft be not only 
dejirous of Enjoying God's Prefence, but r^-? 
Jigned to His Willj and fecurely acquiefcing in 
His Difpofal: It muft be a Mind f\x\\y fatifj 
Jied with the Promifes of God ; ivilUng ta 
truji Him with the Ifliies of our Anions; 
jind contented to wait his Time for the Re- 
ft I Joh. III. ^. 

ward 
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ward of them. Every Aft of Obedience and 
Virtue performed upon fuch a Principle im- 
plies an humble Acknowledgment of, and con» 
firms our dutiful Reliance upon, the Goddnefs^ 
the Veracity, and the Faithfuhtefs of God. — - 
It Is juftly recorded as an illuftrious Inftance 
of the Patriarch Abraham sI^xm^ in God, that 
• when He was called to go out into a Place 
which He Jhould after receive for an Inheri-^ 
tance. He obeyed^ and went out^ not knowing 
whither He went. The like Adts of Faith and 
Affiance every good Chriftian exerts, who ^ by 
fatient and unwearied Continuance in Well-do-^ 
ing feeks for Glory and Immortality \ with an 
humble Confidence that in due Time He Jhall 
reapf if he faint not. 

Once more : The Profecutlon of thofe Re- 
wards to which our Holy Religion invites us 
Chriftians^ is fo far from being deftrudtive of 
that Virtue which is fuppofed to flow from 
Benevolent AfFcdtions, that it tends greatly to 
improve and exalt it. We are very apt to 
conceive of private and felfifli Regards as in- 
conjliftejit with Generofity and prejudicial to 
Publick^Spirit y and with relation to the Ad- 
vantages of this World we find but too jufl: 
Gaufe for fuch an Apprehenfion. Thefe are 
of a Nature fo confined that our Pretenfions to 

I Heb. XI, S- b Comp. Rom. II. 7. and Gal. VI. 9. 

them 
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them muft frequently interf^e^ and one Man's 
Excltifion be previoufly neceflary to make Room 
for another's Enjoyment. Hence our Competi- 
tions but too naturally degenerate into ^ar^ 
rels, and our Self-Love becomes unfriendly to 
our Benevolence. But in the Purfuit of the 
Rewards of another World there is no Danger 
of this Kind. Here we may all be Competitors 
without any Interfefence of our relpcdivc 
Claims : In * this Race we may all run^ and 
iacb receive the Prize -r? Nay ( I may add ) 
fuch is the Nature of the Prize here propofeds 
that our united Purfuit of it has a natural 
Tendency to endear Us to each other. To rtr 
fled: that we are all alike Strangers aaad Sa^ 
Journers on this Earth : That after % ihoct 
Stay herie we are to be tranfplanted to the 
fame happy Country, where we are to ^ cobor 
bit for Ever, as Fellow-Citizens of the Saints^ 
and of the Houfebold of God — r what an Arr 
gument is this againft Falling out by the Way! 
What a Perfuafiye to Love and to Good Works I 
Where, in all the Volumes of mere Philofophy, 
do we find fo noble an Iijcitenient to ^follow 
after Charity as that of St. Paul affuring us,^ 
that it fliall be our Employment and our Happir 
,nefs for ever ! that when ^ Pr9phe(ies Jbaltfait 

a I Cor. IX. 24. b Eph. II. 19. c I Cor. XIV. i. 

d Ibid. XIII.8. . 
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icn Tongues Jhall ceafe^ when (what we here 
1) Knowledge Jhall vanijh away^ Charity w- 
r faUeth. 

You fee then, from thefe few imperfedl 
tats, bow the Cafe ftands with regard to 
"^ Influence of the Rewards oi another World 
on » Virtuous Frame of Mind: They are fo 

• from being inconjiftent with the Excellen- 
of Virtue, that they appear highly condu^ 
K to its Promotion, and that too in its mojl 
%lttd Degrees. We need therefore be under 

Apprehenfion left the Kingdom of Gon 
iilld be too eagerly fought by Us, or the 
ippiaefs of Heaven fhould have too great an 
9uence upon our Minds. — But as to the In- 
ence of Temporal Motives, fuch as the Rich- 

the Honours, the Pleafures of this World, 
? Cafe is far otherwife. Inducements of this 
nd come far fhort of Thofe we have hither- 
been confidering, in every one of the Parti- 
lars I have been illuftrating. An Attach- 
mt to this World and its good Things is* 
$eed in its natural Tendency very prejudi- 
tl to our Love of Truths our Benevolence 
d . above all to our Piety. Wherefoever 
ercfore Views of worldly Advantage are made 
e principal Motives, the ultimate End of 
Slion, they are very far from being a regu- 

• and fufficient Principle of Virtue, of that 

Virtue 
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Virtue at leaft which can be properly called 
Cbri/iiani and ^except our Rigbteoufnefs' ex- 
ceed Tbis^ We Jhall in no Cafe enter into tbt 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

That we can have no Claim to any Reward, 
no reafonablc Expectations of it, farther than 
we ourfelves have performed the Conditions 
with a View to Tbat Reward, is a Method 
of judging founded in Reafon and Truths and 
is exprefly confirmed by the Declaration of our 
Lord Himfelf: ^ ^ake Heed (fays he) tbat Ye 
do not Tour Alms before Men to'befeen oftbem: 
Otberwife Te bave no Reward of Tour Fatber 
wbicb is in Heaven : And to make the deeper 
and more lafting Impreffion upon our Minds, 
He repeats the fame Declaration, and applies 
it federally to Two other Duties, ^Prayer and 
Fafiing. It concerns us therefore to remem- 
ber, that We have no ProfpecSt of any Rewards 
beyond This Life, if our Obedience was per^ 
formed purely out of Regard to fuch Advan- 
tages as are to be enjoyed in it. If, for in- 
ftance, we perform A<9:s of Charity and Bene- 
ficence meerly for the Sake of gaining a Repu- 
tation and making a Figure in the World ; or 
again, if we obferve the Rules of Temperance 
only in Order to recover or preferve a healthy 
Conftitution of Body : We may in either Cafe 

a Matt. V. 20. b Ibid, VI. u c Ibi<L 5» 1 6. . 
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ht called Prudenty but not Godly : and as a 
Reward of fuch Prudence, we may enjoy 
Health and Length of Days, or we may re- 
ceive a plentiful Return of the Favour and 
Applaufe of Men like ourfelves. But then — 
We have our Reward; the Reward we have 
jcbo/en, and (as it were) agreed for; and a// 
the Reward that we can hope to receive at 
our heavenly Father's Hands. 

But it may be faid, "Are Temporal Mo- 
** tives then, which are fo often infifted on in 
** the infpired Writings, of no Ufe in promo- 
'* ting the real Interefts of Virtue and Piety ?" 
— This muft by no means be affirmed. For, 
befides that the outward Order and Regulari- 
ty of. the World is kept up, (fo far as it is 
kept up) chiefly thro* the Influence of Confi- 
deraticMis of This Kind ; even with regard to 
the real and internal Goodnefs of particular 
Perfons, Temporal Inducements are (no doubt) 
frequently of great Ufe, tho* not without Thofe 
of another World, yet in Subferviency to them. • 
Many there are, and always will be, whom 
frefent Advantages will fenfibly afFed, when 
Perfuaiives of an higher Nature if propofed 
alone 9 ^ould be loft upon them. Worldly 
Motives are therefore of great Ufe as Auxilia-^ 
ries to Heavenly ones. They arc always at 
band; They are befides peculiarly adapted to 

thofe 
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thofe Minds to which the Influence of the 
others cotdd not be fo fuccefsfully applied > 
and they may often preferre the Innocence of 
the really Virtuous at their otherwife unguard- 
ed Moments. The Soul^ when ailauked by a 
powerful Temptation, may upon the Strength 
of Temporal Motives hold out fo long, till 
the ftronger but more diftant Forces of the 
other World can be called in to its Succour 
and Relief. 

Let us confider, for inftance, the Ca(c of 
Toung and unprincipled Minds^ at ih^jirji a-- 
waking of the Faculties of Reflection, and (as 
I may fay) at their Jirfi Entrance into the Mo-- 
ral IForld. What a deplorable Variety of ir- 
regular Appetites and unlawful Purfuits would 
fbon difcover themfelves here, were fuch Per- 
fons left, unacquainted, as they muft 3ret be 
fuppofed to be, with * The Powers of the World 
to comef to adt at all Adventures ; were not 
their Hopes and their Fears timely interefted 
oh the Side of Virtue, and their AfFed:ions 
fixed by fome prefent Views in a right Courfe 
before they could be too deeply engaged in a 
wrong One. 'Tis true indeed. Views of this 
Kind can of themfelves only give them ^ the 
Form^ not the Power, of Godlinefs : Yet 'tis 
fomething to reftrain them from the outward 

a Hob. VI. 5. baTim.m.s. 
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A<£ts of Sin ; fomething to engage them in 
the outward A£ts of Duty^ fomething^ I 
mean, in Order to higher Attainments, tho* 
perhaps Nothing, or next to Nothing, njsith^ 
out them. 

Nay farther, as to Perfons of riper Tears 
and more confirmed Habits; Temporal Mo- 
tives may (under the Influence of Divine 
Grace) have confiderable Succefs in reclaim-^ 
ing the Vicious from a Bad Courfe of Lifc^ 
tho' not io frequently or fo eafily as in early 
initiating the Young in a Good one. The 
prefent Uncafincfs and Unfucccfsfulncfs of Vice 
when fenfibly felt, and the Profpedt of Peace, 
Credit, and Profperity in the Pradlicc of Vir- 
tue, when properly difplayed, may prevail on 
fuch Perfons to change Sides ^ at \tz9ifor a Time, 
and to make the Experiment of what they hear 
fo niuch recommended. And perhaps this 
will be no inconfiderable Point gained. Paf* 
fion will at leail be checked, and Reafon and 
Reflection fet to Work. A bare Sufpenfion of 
irregular Purfuits gains Men Lcifure and Cool- 
nefs to attend to the Nature and Reafonable- 
ncfs of Virtue : It will roufe their Thoughts 
from that Slumber, and rccolle<ft them from 
that Diflipation, into which an Habit of Vice 
naturally cafts them : In a Word, it will leave 
them in a proper Temper to comply with 

thofe 
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thofe nobler Recommendations of Goodne&f 
which a difengaged Mind can hardly for any 
long Time continue a Stranger to. — And if 
Men are at laji induced to ferve God upon 
regular Principles and proper Motives; We. 
may humbly hope our Judge wiD not befiriSl 
to mark the Beginnings of our Services, nor 
make any Dedudions from our Reward on 
Account of the Weaknefs and Imperfe^on 
of them. 

Upon the whole ; Real Goodnefs and the 
inward Habit of Virtue and Holinefs is that, 
which alone a wife and holy God will finally 
accept and reward. But then we iay, that 
Actions outwardly Good and fuch as are per- 
formed on Temporal Confiderations only, may 
be hopeful Preparatives to real Goodnefs tho* 
no real Evidences ^ no proper Parts j of it. Mo* 
tives of this World may (under Divine Grace) 
be happy Means of Men's Gonverfon to Vir- 
tue; but Motives of the next alone will fecurc 
Men's Proficiency in Godlinefs. 

The Application I would make of what has 
been faid for the Regulation of our Thoughts 
and AfFedions, is briefly This : That, tho* we 
need not wholly exclude worldly Confiderations 
from our Minds, yet we fhould beware how 
we allow them the frfi Place^ the principal . 
Influence there. Motives of this Kind are in- 
deed 



deed oidy %dapt«d tQ q s/mk 9nd imi^e.Sk 
State of GoodosTs^ ^ad Aich ?ji Gqraps fy^ ihor^ 
of Tkit Ferft&itm wfekfe Mre f^ifii^^Ji: Vi^ 
taughjb t9 afjire ^ffer- W^ V4r c*horte4 t« 
^wa/i ^ i^^dTiS, n9t 4j? %^: Tp '/^ <w^ 
JffhSiaa m Things ahvi^ mt <^ ^"Things a^ 
iii Martin : Tq have "" <9^«r Qmvf^rfi^im ^^ Pf^ 
V€n: ^Tjke Life tiaf n9^ u, ifta^e* ^9$ tj^q 
iSff^ Part of Jhe Chf tfti»n*8 Pfftm^ .^n^ tj^ercr. 
fi>re diflfervcs the Zfi^ Part pf his <f^^i?* Ti^ 
a Chriftian'8 proper Chv^ft^fji !tp ^J|^ /?frf ffaj 
/A^ T'iar^x tiat are fefu buf pn tk^ Timgfi 
that are not feen: And th&t! fQF't|ii$ qn^«4 
fwerahle R^afon^ becaoie thi Tifi^gs that ar^ 
feen are temporal^ hut the Things t^af are n^f^ 
fe^n are RternaL 

Permit me to carry this Apf)iic9ticm ^ |i^le 
farthfsr^ to Thoie amopg Us» I fnisan^ whofe 
BufiMfs it is or mgy he to r€QQroRi?Ad fji^ 
FraAif)e qf Virtue and Piety to ojjbers. -rr W9 
fbdly no Doubt, often find it is;cpediejit iQ 
Mr Exhortations to moral m^ QV^ retigwtff 
Duties Co enlarge upon the tewp9ri^l /idwn^ 
tagis oi V^irtue : To let Men fee, that orcii^ 
^(^rify, and that both from thl^ Pfi^ttfral ^er^^ 
dency oi Things and by the Blejing of Qop^ 

a 2Cor.V. 7. b Coloff. III. 2; c Phil. III. 20. 

d I Tim. IV. g. . e C^r- IV. 18. 
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Length of Days is in her Right-Hand and hi 
her Left-Hand Riches^ and Honour. — But ftill 
we fee what Rank Motives of this Kind o6ght 
to have in the Views of our Hearers, and 
what Strefs fhould therefore be laid upon 
them by ourfclves. Our Exhortations, in fhort, 
tho* they may be bottomed on this Earthy (hould 
always reach Up to Heaven : In other Words, 
we may recommend Virtue to our Hearers 
from its frefenf Advantages; but then we 
fhould always leave upon their Minds the more 
noble Influence of its future and more excel- 
lent Rewards. So fliall we approve ourfclves 
as good Stewards of this manifold Grace ^ 
God ; as Workmen that need not to be ajbam- 
ed RIGHTLY DIVIDING the Word ofTruth. 

To conclude : We fliould, all of us, look 
upon temporal Bleflings as gracious Supports 
and as additional Encouragements* to us in our 
Chriftian Courfe rather than as any proper or 
fnal Rewards of it. We fhould always re- 
member that * our Treqfure is in Heaven, and 
let our Hearts be there alfo. There, and there 
only, fhould ouf Views and our Wifhes ter- 
minate, becaufe *tis there alone that true jfcys 
are to be found. — So fhall vft^ufe this War Id 
as not abufng it: We fhall be alike prepared 

a Matt. VI. 31. b i Cor. VII, 31. 
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to partake of its good Things with Modera- 
tion, or with Refignation to bear the Want' 
of them. Difappointmcnts will not affright^ 
nor Succefles allure^ us from our Duty : But 
we fhall by the Blefling of God, and thro' 
the Merits of our dear Redeemer, ^fopafs thro 
things Temporal that we finally lofe not the 
I'bings EternaL 

a CoUea. 
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I Tim. IV. 8. 

— Godlinefs is profitable unto all Things y 
having Promife of the Life that now 
isy and of that which is to come. 

WITHOUT entering into a full 
and particular Account of the 
Occafion of thefe Words and 
the Relation they ftand in to 
the Context ; we need only obferve, that the 
Apoftle is here making a Comparifon between 
Bodily Exercife and Godlinefs. The Former 
(whatever might be meant by it, which is 
Matter of Difpute among Commentators) Her 
feems to intimate, is not without its Ufc : It 
is profitable I but then it profit etb little y ita 
.Ufe is very much confined ; either very fmall 
in Degree, very narrow in Extent, or very 
fhoft in Duration. Whereas the Ufc of the 
latter is of a more excellent, more extenfive, 
more lafting Nature : It is profitable unto alt 

Things : 
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-^Aa^sj: Its Profitablcnefo reaches to cvrry Civr 
camilances every Period of ow Exift^nce. It 
very far eyc^Ils that of the other evcp ip this 
lifei aad yet.it doies not^ lifee Thajt, termi- 
i)ate ivith it* It w^ accomp^y i|s into the 
other World, and will be as Endlefs 9s Q^t 
very Being, Godlinefs is prqfkubleunto, all 
things % bi^vmg Prpmife ^ tt^ L^ife (h^t no^-^ 
isf and of that which is to come. 

By Godtinefs we ibnietipies ]m^4^ri!liind the 

Performance of our Pwty to Goo, . abftraaed 

from ^ Confideratjpn of our Duty to our^ 

^^i^lves or others ; ^nd thu{i the Tersa is p&e^ 

uied in the (acred Writin|;s,. Butt I concei^e^ 

ihe Apoi^l^ did vs)l in This Place ufe^ nor is 

it i9«pd&fy fox us to coniider^ it vn This j^'- 

/«(/ Senfc, but rather as taJking m *he nvhole 

-C^mp^fs of our Dtityi w perhaps as meaftt 

frincipaily of our Duty to Oo©, but thien a»t 

-06 ^afptfed t$i thc^ Duties w^ pw^ Ibo OMr 

Neighbour »nd our&lves, but as pn^^w^jf 

<them, and comprehending them under it. 

My BujQuieis then will be, to xecommeod 
Xo You the Pradice of Virtue and Bjeligion 
Ipom the Pro^taUenefs of it. The Advantages 
here propofcd are of two Sorts, rej^e<3ing TisSs 
JUfe and the Next ; and of each it may be 
proper to treat diftindly and apart, becaufe if 
^ribper pf them be omitted, the Recommen- 
dation 
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dation of Godlincfs will not be fo complcat or 
fo generally fuccefsful. But when Godlincfs 
comes recommended by Advantages of Both 
Kinds, there can (one would think) be no 
Room for deliberating about fo gainful a Pro- 
pofal. 

I fhall therefore endeavour to illuftratc the 
Truth of the Apoftle's Affertion in my Text 
with regard 

1. To the Life that now is : And 

2. To that which is to come. 

After which I would leave upon Your Minds 
a Caution or two relating to this Subject, by 
Way of Conclujion from the Whole. 

" T^he Lije that now isy* is an Exprctffion 
which may be underftood Two Ways ; cither 
of the real Happinefs of this Life as abjlradled 
from all outward Advantages of Riches, Ho- 
nours and the like ; or of that Happinefs which 
is generally apprehended to conjifi in diefc out- 
ward Advantages. This is far frohi being a 
Diftin<ftion without a Difference. For, tho' 
the Generality of Mankind are apt to con- 
found the real Happinefs of Life with the 
outward Pojfejppns oi It I yet Sc^ripture, Rea- 
fon, and conftant Experience teach us that 
they are often feparated, and fhould always 
be by us diftinguiflied, from each other. And 
accordingly thfere are two Methods of illuf- 

trating 
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trating the Point before us : One is, by (hew- 
ing the Profitablenefs of Godlinefs by itjilf^sA 
in Preference to all other Purfuits or Schemes 
of human Happinefs ; the .other is, by (hew- 
ing its Profitablenefs not in Preference to other 
Purfuits, butyr^»^ its Conducivenefs U the Suc^ 
cefs of them. I ihall confine myfelf to neither 
of chefe Methods ; but fhall endeavour to 
make out this fingle Propofition, which feerns 
to comprehend them Both, namely, That God^ 
linefs is the mqft promifing Method for the At^ 
tainment <f the Good Things of this Worlds as 
far as They are neceffary i^r conducive fo Hap^ 
pinefs. 

The Good Things of this World are of dif- 
ferent Kinds, and go by various Names. But 
the principal of them according to the common 
Eftimation, thofe of them, however, which 
the Timt will permit U9 *t prefent to confi- 
der, are ufually called Riches : And in regard 
to thefe the Limitation juft Uid down is more 
cfpecially to be attended to. For, if Men 
will underftand by Riches nothing but large 
Eftates pr immenfe Pojfejions &c. if They will 
allow nothing to come under that Denomi- 
nation but an Abundance of Superfluities, ei- 
ther to be hoarded up for no Profit to the 
Owner fave the Beholding of it with his Eyes^ 
or to be thrown away upon his Extravagan- 
cies 



ti6s or his Vfcfes j if tbi&, I fay> fee M6n^ No* 
Won of Riches, then We dar* not Uhdcit^ 
fdt God\iht&^ thM it ihkll be hiftrurn^ntd in 
ttie Procuring of tib^. For> as to tlie dPrt* 
ftgf? <]f Go0, He has indeed fehgaged W^- 
j&^ r*.^ ^^;t// of His faithftil SerValrts, but 
&6t to provide them with any foch Afenn* 
tkricfe> or for any fuch Puipbfes as t&]e(e: 
And as to the Natural Tendency of TbihgSi, 
<70^1ihefs is fo far fhxh atta^Aii^ Ridies of 
this Kind> that it will hardljr Allow us to tle^ 
fire or feek after them. But then \^e fty at 
the fame Irime, that foch Abanda^cfe, hxm 
neceflary foever it may be to' anfwer- fomfe 
Men*« Conception of iRtcbes^ is by no mtans 
ineedful, not (if rightly confidered) really con- 
d^ucive fo Happnefs'y it being gencraHy foun^ 
*hat in pr<^ortion as a Man's !Ridhets excecfl 
the Middle State, his Cat^s encroafe, aiiid in( 
Enjoyrfient leflefts. And furely, it flioidd ifdt 
tfe made any Kxeeption againft the ?tofitabfe«- 
'nefs of Godlinefs in dlis refpedt, that it dctos 
not procure fot- us fuch Abundance as cooM 
not ittake us more hiappy than we migbt be 
without it, and would in all Probability *n«fcHf 
us much lefs fo. 

The f nith is, to Chink that V Man's ^ifi^. 
conjijis in the Abundance of the Things 'Ufbicb, 

a Luk. XIL 15. 
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jk$ p^Jethy is to make a wtryfalje Judgment 
df itfc To b« Rith ii certainly a Term of G&vh- 
pttdtiv^ Itnpoct ; not to be eftimafed front) 
Ktiydttefmrnatt S^uantity of the good Thing! 
(rf Lifti, but fr«n the jvft Proportidn of a 
Mill*! IPoflfeffions to His Wants and his Wifli* 
e^ iie »rhofe Defires are fuUy fatisfied with 
what he po^fTeth, iand whofe Incomes ra- 
ther «X!ceed than fall (hort of his Neccflitiefi# 
rtAy pfof^tly be acxoimted JHci., ht the Qinii'^ 
tityof his StiWfcmce what it wHl. Rkh^ I &y# 
he may ptoperly be accounted a;s far as Hap^ 
jNr^ i% concerned ; and fartiifer thun tbaty I 
fappdffe, no w^e Nfon will defire an Enfurance 
ctf any Idling in Thas World. 

dut, if this Accoimt be true (as I am per-^ 
fottdfcd It is) then the t^ofitabknefi ofOodli-- 
vefs ill this l^'artkukr may eafily be made out« 
If «o be Rich is to have one's Fofleffions duly 
la^jBiflicd to his Ebtigencies real or imaginary ; 
^G^dUkefi'mth<Jimtmtmmt muft be ^reat Gam^ 
inaferach a$ it requires Us to coBitradt botl^ 
pot Deftres and oiir Eicpences ; to be mode- 
rate in our Heafuf es, and frugal in our Ma- 
pagement, and ^in whatever State 'we are^ 
^b^mith to be content. 
. Should Yon %^ " This is, at beft/ but a 
1? Ne^atioe Way of growing Hich, or indeed 

aiTtei.VI.6. bPhil. IV. >!. 

"not 
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** not fo properly a Way of growing Rich as 
"of remaining contentedly Poor:" I might 
reply as before, that fo long as our Defires arc 
fatisfied, and our Exigencies anfwered, We are 
fufficiently Rich for all the Purpofes of Life. 
But, not to infift farther upon This* Poffibly 
You mqiy have a View to the Raifing a For-- 
tune J and making what is ufually called a de^ 
cent Pro'OiJion for Your own Accommodation, 
and that of Your refpedtive Families or De- 
pendents, in Life, And fometbing wc dare 
undertake for Godlinefs in this refpe€k alio. 
We may not indeed promife that it (hall make 
any yizxi fuddenly or immenfely Rich, but that 
it fhall put him in a Way of becoming com^ 
petentfy fb : Nor may we promife that it /hall 
do even This, certainly and infallibly^ (tf)at 
no human Method, whether of Virtue or 
Vice, can pretend to do ;) but as conftantly, 
as, nay far more conftantly than, the contrary 
Practice : Always taking along with us this 
equitable Suppofition^ that the Votaries of each 
fet out in the World in equal Circumftance§, 
and with the like Advantages or Difadyantat 
ges in other refpefts. 

That the Good Man has a fairer Profpedt 
of competent Succefs in his Temporal Affairs 
than his unrighteous Neighbour, may be il- 
luftrated by Confiderations drawn both fron^ 

the 
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OrSnarj Di^emjaimms of Proiidcnce, and 
n the Natwral litmdtmj of Things. The 
fk refers the Prafpea which Godlinefs 
of the Life that mam is, as weD as of /i^/ 
^ is to come, whoOy to the Promife of 
1 and *^ certain that the greatefi Streis 
ht alws^ to be laid opon libai, indeed 
wbok Streis with r^ard to the Life to 
V But tho' Temporal Profperity is con- 
dty the Gift of God, yet (according to 
wife Appointment in the Conftitution of 
D^) the Pra&ice of Virtue does in its own 
iauy not a little contribute to procure It. 
Tic Vicious Habits oS IHenefs, FroMgditj, 
poufnefs, and the like, are generally found 
ift as inconfiftent with FroJ^eritj as they 
with Godlinefs. Nobody can have mifled 
bfcrving, what Obftrudtions they lay in a 
I'ir Way to the Getting of an Eftatc, or 
It Difficulties they bring him to in the 
ping of one. And Your own Experience 
^ (I hope) fufficicntly inform You, what 
jneficial Tendency in both refpcdts thofe 
d Qualities of Indujiry^ Frugality y Frudent 
nagementy &c. naturally have, which are ci- 
' the neceflary Parts, or however the ufual 
mdants, of Godlinefs. 
ice is indeed in General an ^x/^^*y^ Thing: 
lakes large Demands upon a Man's Eftatc, 

and 
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and is continually ^crying^ Ghe, Gtve. Whotr 
as Virtue and Godlinefe are provident and cant 
fuL Andy thp' they may mzktfome Dcduc-^ 
lions from a Man's Time t>r his Subllance for 
the Service of God, or the Relief of his n^jr 
Brethren ; yet Thefc fall /ir fifort .of fiici 
Deductions as are neceilarily occaiioned by fb^ 
Maintenance of the greatcft Part of VioeR 
Indeed, when condudted by the Rules of .Prur 
dence and Difcretion (and that they fhwAi 
be otherwife neither Virtue nor GadlisMis f?r 
quire,) they are, in their Nature no w^y-^^ 
judicid to a Man's Prosperity ; and af W9 to^c 
in the Bleffing of God attending thii9» fhey 
are often greatly conducive to it ^ Tkere is 
that Jfcatteretb and yet increafeth^ and thtre it 
that wkioideti) more tian is meet^ yet it UvA^ 
letb t9 Pvverty. 

Nor does the Prajftice of Virtue 4md Hor 
nefty only promote Men's Tianporal Intwcfts 
SreBJy and immediately^ but alfo by means of 
that Credit and Reputation which it fecures <P 
him from thofe about him. A Man of Cha?- 
rafter for Integrity is one whom all Men de*? 
fire CO have Intercourfe with : They can hete 
carry on their Dealings agreeably hccaxxkfree^ 
lyy and freely, becaufe "without Sufpidan of 
Deceit or knavifh Dcfign. Whereas ^^ difr 

a froY. XXX, 15. h ibid. XL 2^, 

ioneji. 
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Imm^ Perfi>ii wlnn once difoovered (and long 
UndiiGQtered fiidi an one muft not cipeA to 
be) is 'avoided by cviiy fair Dealer: All Cor* 
re:^ndence with Him is obftrufl:ed by tb* 
tedious Forms of Miftruft and Jealoufy, And# 
what the Confequence of this muft be with 
regard to the Sacttfs of any Occupation or 
Eaopbyment ; as on the odier Hand, how 
very ferviciaUe the Character of Uprightneft 
is in carrying on any beneficial Commerce ; 
are. Points, which I fuppofe> I need no other** 
wife iHiiftrate, thim by Staling to Tour won 
Obfenration of what every Day paiTes before 
You in the Worid, 

Add to all This» what is a very materid 
Confideration ; that dipugh the<^ntity of 
Wealth whkh the Virtuotos and the Wicked 
Man p(^[e(s ihould be equal, nay tho' that of 
die Latter fhould be far greater; yet js to 
every Purpofe for which Wealth can be de- 
fireable, / a fmall Thing that tbt Righteous 
bath is bttter than gr^at Riches rf the Un- 

For let IIS fuppofe ( wh^t fometiiaacs in faft 
happens) thit the unrighteous Man tboMild a- 
maafe together great Poflcflions, (hould* in tb^ 
Prt^ct's Exprcffion, ^ ioad himfelf with thicik 
day : Yet^ alas ! t^ vhat Purptfe ij di that 

« Wal. XXXVII. 16. bHib. II.6. 

Expence 
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Expence of Time, of Eafe, of Innocence^ 
which he has been at in the Accumulation of 
fo much Treafure ? Why, perhaps that he 
may have the Beholding of it witA bis Eyes^ 
without the Power to eat thereof: Or perhaps^ 
that he may make it fubfervient to his impure 
Lufh> or fquander away that and his Health 
together upon his Extravagancies : Or pcr- 
hapsy that he may be forced to furrender it 
to thofe Attacks? which his irregular Acquifi-^ 
tion of it will probably provoke againft him; 
pr (if it efcape thefe ufual Attendants upon 
• Wealth gotten by Vanity and indireft Means) 
that he may convey it with a Curfe to his 
Pofterity, and fo, by miniftring Fewel to their 
Lufts and Occafion to their Intemperiance, 
make them alfo miferable in Both Worlds. — 
Surely there is Nothing extremely dejireahle in 
all This ! And yet — ^fo is every one that 
heapeth up Treafure unto himfelf and is not 
Rich towards God ! 

But where ^ the Blejing of the Lord ma^ 
keth Rich^ He addetb no fuch Sorrow with it. 
When This World^s Goods come into the Up- 
right Man's Hand they generally meet with 
quite different Succdfs. One great Part of 
thofe LoiTes Men moil frequently fuftain is 
occafioned by the ill-regulated Paflions of thofe 

a Prov. XIII. II. b Luk. XIL 2 1 . c Prov. X. zz. 

about 
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about them. But a greater Security againft 
Thefe, under the Divine Providence, there 
cannot be than the Praftice of Godlinefs: 
^ For who is he^ ordinarily Ipeaking, that will 
barm Tou, ifTe be Followers of that which is 
Good? The fair and honeft Methods by which 
the Good Man acquires his Wealth filence 
the Murmurs of Envy -, and his inofFenfive Ufe 
and benevolent Employment of it difarms 
even Malice itielf» and ^ makes his very Ene^ 
mies be at Peace with . him. Hence the Pof- 
feffions of a Good Man are generally tranf- 
mitted unenvied and entire^ and (which is 
more) with a BleJJing to thofe that come after 
him ; having firft enabled him to live decent- 
ly and creditably, agreeably to his Station, 
and anfwerably to the innocent Cuftoms, the 
reaibnable Expectations, of thofe about him : 
And (which is their greatcft Commendation) 
having given him Opportunities of relieving 
and fupplying the Wants of his Fellow-Chrifr- 
tians ; and fo of * laying up for bimfelf a taft-^ 
ing Treafure in Heaven^ where no Thief ap- 
proachethj neither Moth corrupteth. 

Thefe are the Riches, which are the ge-^ 
neral Rewards of the honeft Endeavours of 
an upright Man. General, I fay, bccaufe we 

a ! Pet. III. 1 3. b Prov. XVI. f, c Matt. VI. 20, 

dQ 
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.do not pretend to fay^ Univerfal. * Titew mW 
C!^r^ will happen to all Human Affiurs.: 9& 
Race is mt always tQ the fmfu nor fie BeMk 
to the Strongf nor yet Breid to the Wife^ mt 
Riches to Men of Under^anding. God hai 
wifely fo ordered Matters^ as tiiat die Cott^ 
neftion between Godlinefs and Temporal Prof* 
perity ftiould not be abfolutefy neeejaty. Thii 
might, and probably would, have been mif* 
interpreted, as leaving the Afiairs of the World 
wholly to fecond Caujes ; or it might, by too 
forcibly recommending Virtue upon prefint 
Motives, have in great Meafure diniimfhed 
the Praife^ and deftrcyed the Rewardablene£i, 
of It : Above all, it might have encoumged 
even well-difpofed Men to ^ live too much of 
Eafe in their PoJfeJions\ and might have fiif* 
fered them to forget, that the bcft Part of 
their Inheritance is yet to be expeAc^ aad 
fought for in quite another Country. 

2.. Which brings me to conijder jhc other 
Branch of the Projitablenefs of Godlinefs^ naaie- 
ly. Its having Promife of the Life that is to 
come. 

And indeed, notwithftanding all that hath 
as yet been faid in favour of Godlinefs^ our 
Recommendation of it would be very incom« 
pleat, if we could proceed no farther. For, 

a Eccl. IX.u. b Eccluf.XLI.i. 

without 
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without the Suppoftl of a happy Immortality 
to coftie after this y2>dr/ Life^ of what Impor- 
tance could all the Riches and Affluence that 
can be found in it^ appear to a Being cap^ble^ 
as Man is, of carrying his Views infinitely be-^ 
ybnd it ! *-^ HerCf then, the Prqfitablenefs qf 
Ga^i«^ moft eminently difplays itfelf^ in 
that it doth not, after providing for our Ac-* 
eommodation in this inconfiderable Portion qf 
our Exiftence, leave us without any farther 
Profpefts ; but fecures to us a Reverfion of 
Happinefs, complete enough to fill the Ca- 
pacities, and to run commenfurate with thQ 
Duration, of our Immortal Souls.. 

I enquire not here, what Evidences the 
Heathen World had of the Reality of fuch an 
everlaftihg State of Happinefs to Good Men. 
It is certainly much more fafe and fatisfadory 
for us Cbri/iians to ground our Expedations, 
as my Text grounds our Encouragement, up-^ 
on the Promife of God : And it fliould be 
fuffident for us, that the Foundation, of God 
ftandethfure, with regard to this moft impor- 
tant Article. In whatever Doubts unaffifted 
Reafon might have left us about a future 
State, • the Veil is now by Revelation taken 
av)(y. We all now, with open Face^ behold 
the Glory of the LoKd.:. A Glory, the Aflu- 

a I Cor, 111.16,18. 
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ranees whereof are fo full and expreis in ho* 
ly Scripture, that We may call it tbt Okrji 
not wAicAJball be^ but, which is already^ lit^ 
i)ealed: Revealed indeed It is not, as to the 
Subjiance or particular Manner of It ; becataft 
It is a Glory too big for our narrow Capaci* 
ties to comprehend, too bright for our feeble 
Sight to contemplate : But revealed It is b 
fully as to the Certainty and the boundkfs jD^« 
ration of It, that it is as unnecefiary as it 
would be endlefs to cite particular Pafi^iges in 
Proof of this DoArine; a Doftrine, tl» Evi- 
dences whereof fliine forth in every Page of 
the Gofpel. 

Here alfo We may venture to ipeak to Gbd- 
ly Men with lefs Referve or Diffidence; jU^ 
confine the Promife wholly to tbem^ and to'^ 
fure every fuch Perfon of infallible Succefs« 
The Good Things of this Life, being df ^aD 
Value and (hort Continuance, are fometimes 
denied to God's greateft Favourites, and aw 
by the more fuccefsful among thefe Shared in 
common with Perfons of a diffirrent Chit^iBbeat. 
• Our wife and gracious Father caujeth His 
Sun to Jhine 6n the Evil and on the Good, and 
fendetb Rain on the Jufi and on the 'TJnjt^. 
But, in the other World, the Cafe will be 
veiy diHerent At our Departure hence/ iiM 

a Mat. V. 45* 

-AaU 
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Aatt 0ad • an impaffibk Gulj^bjixed, a final Se- 
{Mtratiori made, betwixt the oppofite Parties : 
•And, whilft God (hdll/end Darknejs upon 
^ifofey Thefe Jhall have Light in their Dwells 
ings. ^I'he 6ood Man may meet with Difap- 
^ntrnipntfi or Lofles in the Life that now is t 
Bat the Life to come is That ^ better Part of 
Ihe l^romife made to Godlinefs, which Jhall 
not to be taken away from him. 

And certainly, when we are fecure as to 
^his Part of the Promife, we need not be ve- 
ty folicitous about Exceptions in the Other. 
Kverlafting Happinefs is a Pearl cfjuch inefti- 
mablc Prices that our Conduift would be ful- 
ly juftifiedj fhould we ^ part with all we have 
in this World for the Pur chafe of it. — Let 
us allow to a Life of Sin all the prefent Ad- 
vantages over a Life of Godlinefs that Imagi- 
nation can give it : Let us allow (what is all 
that it can pretend to, and far mor6 than it 
has ever yet made good) that it is the cer^ 
tain^ and the only^ Method of fecuring to our- 
fdves an eafy, a plentiful, an honourable Paf- 
fagc thro* this World : Yet, what is there in 
ait ^bisy fuppofing it muft be fucceeded by an 
Eternity of Torment, fufficlent to engage ^a 
rational Choice, Put the Cafe, that thfe God- 
ly Man, eVen on the Account of his Godll- 

a Lufc. XVl. 2$; 6 Ibid. X. 42. c Matt XIII- 46. 
^'"-'J G a nefs, 
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ncfs, were conftantly expofed to Dlfappomt'^ 
ment and Diflrefs; whilft his unrighteous 
Neighbour fhould as conftantly fucceed in hk 
Schemes of Gain and Grandeur : Yet, aftcf 
we have followed Each of them to hie Grave, 
We havejeen an Endofxht One's Happinefs, 
and of the Other's Mifery : Here the Good 
Man confefledly * r efts from bis Labours s Nor 
is it pretended by the grcateft Admirers of the 
Wicked Man here, that his ^ Pomp Jhall fol- 
low him hereafter. Could we fuppofe indeed^ 
that This were to be to Both t\ic Period of 
their Exigence y I will not fay, but the Life 
of the Good Man might, with fome Show of 
Reafon, be counted Madnefs ; whilft the prof'' 
perous Sinner might be thought to have mar 
naged tolerably welL But — what if Each of 
thenv has an Eternity of Happinefs or Mifery 
ftill behind ! What if They are now to change 
Conditidnsy^r Ever! What if he that • in tbis^ 
Life received his Evil Things is to be for ever . 
comfort edr and he that received his Good Things 
for ever tormented! Who does not fee where 
the Madnefs lies, even if all that has been 
fuppofed were found conftantly true in regard 
to die Situation of Good and Bad Men in This 
World ? But, if the Suppofition itielf is ut- 
terly falfe, as I have (I hope, fufficiently) 

a R«v. XXy. 13. b Pfal. XLIX. 17. c Lok. Xyi. 3^ 
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^oved it to be : If Godlinefs gives us not only 
an equal, but a mxich fairer, Chance for Hap- 
pincfs in This Life, and over-and-above th^ 
Jble Title to, and an infallible AJfunmce of, 
Everlafting Happinefs in the Next. — I wifl 
not fay, to which Side the Madnefs is to be 
charged. A wrofig Choice, in a' Cafe fo plain, 
and in an Affair alfo of fuch infinite Impor- 
tance, is what one could hardly think poffi-^ 
ble, did we not fee it jin nunGtborlefs Inftanc^ 
actually made. 

Upon the Whole, then: Tefee Your CcM^ 
ing Brethren ; What You may expert from 
the Service of God and the Pradice of G^//- 
ne/s : No lefs than the Life that now is and 
that which is to come ; the Former generally, 
and for the moft Part : the Latter univ^rfalfy, 
and without Excicption. — ' If now it feemeth 
Evil unto Tou to ferine the Loud upon Thefe 
Terms, choofe Tou this Day, whom You will 
ferve. ^ The Wages of Sin, we own, may pof- 
fibly be fome trivial Gain, fome momentary 
Gratification, in this Life ; but will far more 
probably be Difappofntment and Vexation even 
here; and will certainly be Death, Eternal 
Death and Torment hereafter : Whereas, the 
^ift of God, $o His faithful Servants is Life, 
Temporal and Internal \ that is, Happinefs jis 

a Jofh. XXIV. 15. b Rom. VI. 25. 

great 
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great as is. confiftent with their Condition du-» . 
ring their Abode in this World \ but Happi- 
aefe complete and Endlefs in the other. — 
• Te have 9 therefore. Life and Death Jet hit 
fare You. Be juft to Yourfelvcs. Cboofe Life, 
^Remember This and pew Tourfehes Men. 

Permit me only to leave upon Your Minds 
a Caution or two relating to the prefcnt Sah- 
jedt ; by Way of Inference from what has 
been faid. And, 

Firji^ We fhould beware df allowing Secu^ 
lar Motives the principal Influence upon bur 
Minds. . 

For, though the Gdfpel zs Well as the Luto 
fometime makes Ufe of fuch Inducemefttt^ 
yet This (we may obferve) is done but vefjr 
iparingly, and never with any great Streft laid 
Upon them. Motives of this Kind are indeed 
Adapted only to a weak and imperfedi: Stgtt 
of Goodnefs, and fuch as. falls fliort of Thofe 
exalted Attaimncnts, that are expefted in Us 
Chrijiians. "" We are exhorted to walk by Faith % 
not by Sight ; to ^et olir Aj^'eBion on Things 
abovey not on Things on the Earth i to have 
• our Converfation in Heaven. Temporal Good 
Things make but tj^e kaft Part of the Chrif- 
tian's Portion, ^nd therefore dcfervc the leaft 

m Dcot. XXX. »9. b Ifai XLVI. 8. c z Cor. V. / 
cj ColofT. III. z. e Phil. in. 20. 

Part 
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Part of his Caiie. It is the Good Chriftian's 
Charader to ' U$k not at the Things that are 
Jeen but at the Things that are not feen : Al- 
ways bearing in Mind this immen(e DiiFe« 
tence between jthem> that the Things which 
are feen are Temporal f but the Things which 
are not feen are Eternal. — But, 

Secondly f We muft not fiart qfidtfrom our 
Duty on Account of any Failure in the Tempo-' 
rai Rewards of it. 

This Caution^iifficult as it may he toThofe, 
who have Hope in the prefent Life only^ mufl; 
methinks be eafy to Thofc whofe Views are 
principaily dtre(3:ed to a far better. If we ac«« 
cuftom ourfelves to coniider the Advantages 
of this World only, as fecondary laeitcmeDtt 
to .GodHnefs^ aiul fach as are not worthy to be 
compared with that priniary one, the Happi-^ 
nefs referved fat* IJs in flea^en ; We can hard- 
ly be affrighted from our Duty by any Circum- 
ftances that may attend us here; Bcc'aufe we^ 
can never be fare hiit that Thpfe Circumft an- 
tes may contribute to the Succefs oicmrmaiit 
Purfuit, nay:.wcJnay always be afiurcd, that 
by good Management the moft affliftive Cir- 
€umftanccs. msij be made to work together to 
Qur higheft.GW. The I>elay of our Harveft, 
for a little while at moft, will not rnake us 

at iOor; IV. iS. 

weary 
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• weary in fFell'-daing, fq long as we reft af? 
fared, tha|t in due Sea/on wejhall reap what is 
infinitely more worthy of pur Pains, ifwefa%n\ 
not. — r On the other Handt 

T^hirdlyf Let us beware of growing fond of 
this World by reafon of qny Succejfe^ we may be. 
blejjed with in it. 

* If Riches encreafej fet not Tour Heart upon 
thenif faith the Pfalmift. This is a Piece of 
Advice, which he inculcates with fome Eat- 
ueftnefs ; Well knowing its Importance in it- 
felf, as alfo the great Need Men ha.ve to be 
reminded of it. Love of this World is in^ 
deed a Temptation, to which the profperou3 
Part of Mankind are exceedingly expofed, 
Whilft Men's Circunaftanccs are narrow, or 
their Accommodations but moderate, they 
can preferve a proportionable Indifference; to 
ftich Matters, and will probably fit as Iqofe to 
the A^orld, as it does to them. ' But Its Smiles 
and Embraces are not fo eafily refifted. When, 
by the Blefling of Providence, ''the Lot is 
fallen to us in a fair Grmndf and we have a 
goodly Heritage ; we grow pleafed and fatisfied 
with ^ having our Portion in this Life : JVe 
count ourfeJves happy Men, anc^pcomife Plen-r 
ly and Enjoyment to our ^ Souls for many Tear j^*, 

a Gal. yi.^i • ' 'b Pfal. LXIL lo. c Ibid. XVI. 6. 
il Ibid. XVII. 14. .e lbid.XWX,i8. 

not 
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aot confidcring in the mean while that we 
are but Strangers arid Pilgrims on this Earth ; 
and that by defpijing or undervaluing, we fliall 
certainly forfeit, what alone deferves to be 
called, our Birthright. 

Lajifyj From the Whole of what has been 
faid, let us draw this important Concluiion, 
f * I'bat the Succefs of all our Endeavours^ in 
^^regard.to this World as well as the next, 
^* dependf ultimately on the good Providence of 

^LetiThis Saying, ihtn^Jink down into Tour 
Ears, and have its due EiFedt upon Your Lives 
and Conyerfations. In Confequence hereof^ 
before entering on any Undertaking, at leaft 
any Undertaking of Moment, take Time to.^ 
afk Yourfelves fomc fuch plain Qucftion as 
This I — ** Is th^ Affair in which I am engar 
^'^ gi^gfi circumftancedj as that I may reafon^ 
^* ably hope for Goj>'s Bleffing to accompany me 
<* in the Profecution of it f" — If upon an ho- 
neft Enquiry into This Particular You find all 
right; You may then proceed with Chearful- 
nei?,. relying either upon the Succefs of Your 
prefent Defign, or upon fomething ftill more 
convenient for Tou. But, if Tour Heart con-- 
demn Tou^ refolve inftantly to draw back, af- 
fqring Yourfelves that ^ there is no Wifdom nor 

* Lttk. IX. 44. b Prov. XXI, 30. 
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Vnderjiandtng nor Cwnfel ^ainfi the I^RBr 
Be Your Schemes, humanly fpeaking, never 
£> well laid, yet without the Concvrrenf e of 
a fuperiour Power, Yoo mvf depend upop % 
They will come to Nothing*. Ifo^i fn{v^> in 
pBiticaiar^ imtafrien^ Sm€tif^% m order to 
ibcare Yourfdhrcs and Yow FamUies fno^ the 
Decays of Trade a«d the Approacbcs of Po- 
verty : And fo long . as by Fearing Gos> and 
Keeping His Commandmems^ ^d.bf^i^g;iag %ff 
Your Families in the fame Religious MiiaQfr-y 
You engage His Patnottagp ^ii^ Fii^in^iilQiipi 
Yon wiU deferve Cooiraenckti^Mii^ opnd ^v«j 
benemflest M^ wiXL '<im^ Tau gmHLm:^k in the 
Kame fef £bv LoiuDr. B»t HmkiU You :negk^ 
w/eeiScD akpcyis i^orjeXWf <pr to ;fecuj« Hii» 
Bkifio^ to Tcaur ASm^ by fmnftanlly atlend^ 
i«g His Wpidflitp pmblick asid private, and Xte- 
ifig tbfffe^ifingi itbat are ph^g in ffis Sight ; 
in fhort, hy the uniform PraQdce of ibqial 
Virtues and JRttligious Duti^> of GodUne/s and 
ISonefiyi ; You aire virtually counteracting tbc^ 
Dcfigns of JHh Providence, and m^y be aflu- 
red Four Aiibciationfl will end accordingly^ 
l^hou^bi Jlamt join in. Hand, the Wicked Jhelh 
not be finally unfiunijhed. Ungodly Men may 
pleafe themfehres with their promifing Begin- 
nings, and be flufhed with the Hopes of. a 
fuccefsful^xit. Bijt infinite Wifdom hath in- 
numerable 
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numerable Ways of defeating their beft-con- 
ccrted Projei^ or evea of co n vey i ng -^^ Cui;fe 
undTer the prefent feeming Succefs of them. 
• / bavefeen the Ungodly in great Power ^ (fays 
the Pfalmift) andjhurijhdng like a Oreen Bay- 
« tree. But what follows ? ^ I went by — and 
(lo IJ be was gone : I fought him — tut bis 
place could no-wbere be found. I cannot leave 
with You any Conclufion more appofite than 
his Advice immediately fdlowing.^— " ^Kt^ 
** Innocency^ and take Heed unto the Thing 
•* that is right : For That /ball JfriHg m Man 
^* P^ace at the kfi:' 

i Pfll. XXXVJI. 36. b Ibid. 57. c IhvL $». 
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SERMON V. 

r* — ! :— r- : . ■ • . .. ' . w^, -^ 

Proverb s III. 17. 
fler JVayf are Ways of Pleafantnefs. 

THAT Virtue is fufficiently reconi'- 
mended to our Choice by Her own 
native Charms y abftraSled from 
* every Confideration of Advantage 

^ to our/elves ;' is a Notipn, which may pror 
bably gain an eafy AiTent with us> as it com- 
pliments us with a Generofity which we arc 
very apt to affed ; and efpecially as it footh$ 
us with a Piece of Flattery, that of our Selfr 
fufficiency^ to the Belief of which wq lye ex^ 
ceedingly open. But Experience foon gives a 
Check to our ill-fupported Ambition : It brings 
us down from thofe Heights which we vain?- 
ly afliime to ourfelves ; and forces us to own^ 
to the Mortification of our Pride, that fuch 
Maxims are by no means adapted to our Na- 
ture or Circumjlances. Happinefs we all pager-^ 
ly and inceflantly purfue : This is the Mark, 

to 



a good Lffe^ 109 

fa which our Aims are, and (while our Na^ 
ture continues) will be, at \^z!^ principally^ 
directed; And therefore, we may be fure, ho 
Propbfels can be rightly calculated for us, 
where the Confideiration of Happinefs is left 
out or negledled* ^ 

Accordingly we find the infpircd Writers, ivt 
the beft and mod coniiilent Scheme of Mo- 
rality that ever was offered to Mai^kind, ge- 
nerally proceeding upon other Principles, thaa 
fuch as that firft above-mentioned, in their 
Recommendations of Virtue. Inftances of 
what is here obferved need not be enumeran 
ted : efpecially fince we have fo very eminent 
an one in the well-known Paflage now before 
US- — The Wife King Solomon is here, as in 
feveral other Places, recommending, the Choice 
and Purfuit of Wijdom: By which He means, 
not a xntKlyJpeculative Acquaintance with the 
Natures and Properties of Things, but a well* 
formed Judgment about the Meafures of Ac- 
tiottf difcovering itfelf in afuitable ConduSly in 
other Words, a right Underftandihg and re*- 
gular Prad:ice of all the feveral Duties and Of- 
fices of Life* Thi^ Wifdom He recommends 
from the moft generally engaging Motive, the 
Happinefs attending it ^ * Happy is he thatfinJ^ 
etb Wifdomf the Man that getteth Underjiand- 

a Verf. 13, 
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ifigi and to make hk RecMnnendltidii M 
iQore fucceMuU He introduces Wi^om ^iift 
exalted Perjbnage, holding forth to h«f <irw«A 
ries A4v«ntdges of Vatioud RiDdSi dlk^ df 
i^t/^ in one Hand> and thofe of FotfMn& kt 
the other : • Length of Days is in k^r K^kt^ 
Handi and in her Left-Hand Rifhes and ife- 
imir. One Tbmg however wad ftill wiMtki^i 
^d that lb fflaterkl an one^ that as ^^ foit* 
ffimtion^ Adv>ahtages cotfld not of^t^hm 
fiM-nifh it, fe irteither could they make Mih 
happy without k. To comp/eat all thereforCi 
^his alfo is fuperadded ; for the fuWimc Dc-^ 
fcription goes on in the Words of my Text, 
** Her Ways are Ways of Pleafantnefn 

The Words thus explained naturally lead 
me to recoHMftend to Your Choice a Life of 
Virtue and Piety, particularly from the Con* 
fideration of the Plcafures attending it. 

'• A hold Undertaking ThisP' will the Sen- 
fualiji be ready to fay^ *^ and fomething Kke 
-^* that oi Reconciling ContradiSiions I For what 
^* elfe is it to pretend, that a Life ofRetigion 
^* is a Life of Pleafantnefs ? Religion which 
" feems rather* cakulated to rob us of thofe 
'* Enjoyments we already have, than to fur- 
'• nifh us with any additional ones ? 'Which 
" finds us placed in the Midft of fenfible Gb- 

a Vcrf. %6. b 17. 
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«' jedU, and contiiibdiy fdicieed by cfaeniy and 
^« riftrains us itcasi th« Participation of dieA 
^* by a fevcre Inter JiS? Which engages us in 
^' n ' perpetual W^ar with our Inclinations and 
M Appetites ^ exprefly enjoiiuAg us to defy 
" (Mrfehes^ and to mcrt^ our AjfeBions f •— 
^ And can You, after ali this^ pretend that 
^ the Pradfee of Virtue and RcKgion is the 
^' Way to Pleaitii^ ? Might You not as wdl 
«' Celt lis, that we may pleafe jourjihes at the 
^'fertie Time that we are denying mirfehes^ 
" riiat we may gratify our Inclinations ew» 
«* wiiSft we are mortifying them : That is, 
** that we may both pkafe and dijpleaji our* 
" oarfclves at thtfame H^ime?" 

Now in Anfwer to all this, ihere hoing m 
the foregoing Allegations, as in maA other 
O^e£b'ons^ fome Tnith mixed with much 
Fal&hood, I fhdl 'endeavour, 

I. To expbiin the real Import of the AP- 
ibntion in my Text, and ta)«guaixl agatnft 
all groundless Bxpediations ^-om lit* 

IL To illttjlrate more diredly its Uruth 
when rightly underftood, by fhewing 
that the Ways ^Virtue are^Vixi the juft-. 
elQ: Scnfe, ^W^s df Fleafantnejs. 

Firji 
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Firji then ; With regard to the rtal Import 
of the Affertion before us^ and what it is that 
we undertake to prove in Confirmation of it: 
We freely admit, that Wifdom or the Prac- 
tice of Virtue and Holinefs may be far enough 
from being pleafant or delightftil to our dege- 
nerate Nature ; efpecially if ftill farther cor- 
rupted by 111 Example or 111 Company; at 
leaft till it is reftified by a good Educattoui 
affifted by the Grace of Goo. And accord-^ 
ingly. We are very ready to own, that there 
are Gratifications^ called by the Name of Plea- 
fures, which Religious Wifdom is by no nieans 
qualified to procure for us. Gratification is a 
Relative Thing, depending not abic^utely on 
the outward ObjeBs tbemfehes^ but on their 
Suitablenefs to the Faculties employed about 
them. Very diflFerent Obje<Sts therefore will 
be agreeable or pleafing to difi^erent Peribns 
according as their Faculties or Taftes are va- 
rioudy difpofed ; and varioufly thofe will al- 
ways be difpofed fb long as Men (hall conti- 
nue to be Free and accountable Creatures.— 
Now we are far from undertaking to prove, 
that Virtue and Piety fhall be of fo flexible a 
Nature as to adapt themfelves to every Tafte 
how vitiated or depraved foever. For inftance, 
to the Glutton and the Drunkard y to the Laf- 
civious and the Propiane, We dare give no 

Encourage- 
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feflcouragcmcnt : The Impertinent Talebearer' 
Jind Retailer of Scandal muft ^Jiudy to be ^iet 
and to do bis own Bufinefs ; and the Envious 
tod Malicious, the Furious and Revengeful 
miift ^put off the OldMan^ muft diveft them- 
felvcs of their favage and diabolical Temper^ 
before they muft expert that the Ways of Re- 
ligion fhall be to them Ways bf Tleafantnefs. 
WhilftThefe Perfons retain iYi^fame Appe- 
tites, xh^fame Relifh, they now have, we dd 
aot pretend that Godlinefs hath any Pleafurd 
for them : So far fronl this, that We freely 
declare to them, their Gratifications are fuch^ 
that Religious Wifdofn vvill not allow of, can^ 
not confift with them. Thus far we are a- 
greed- But then we muft have Leave to dif- 
fent from Thefe Perfons, if They make this 
Conceffion of our's any real ObjeSiion againft 
the Pleafantndfs of a Virtuous and Godly Life^ 
For j in the Firft Place ; the Entertainments 
juft hinted at, and fuch like, from which Re-» 
ligion debars us, are not the^r^/^r Gratifica-a 
tions of Jkf/7;7, nor would they be at all agree-^ 
able to him, were his Relifh kept in its ge^ 
nuine State, and fuch as is fuitable to the Ori-* 
ginal Dignity of his Nature. The Inclinations 
* which are from above i which were at firft 
implanted in Man by his wife Creator, and 

a I Theff. IV. lU b Eph. IV. 22. c Jam. TIL 
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are ftill eherifhcd by the gracious Influences 
of the Holy Spirit f * arejirji pure^ then peace^ 
able. Whereas the Gratifications we are fpeok- 
ing of arc adapted only to fuch a Taftc as is 
k earthly, fenfuaU devilijh. So far therefore as 
any Perfon is capable of Pleafu*^^ from. fuch 
Objedts or Employments as thefe, fo far is he 
degenerated from what he originally was and 
ftill ought to he ; fo far he finks into a 5tatc 
of Brutality or is even transformed into a Fiend 
of Darkncfs. Now in our Recommendations 
of Virtue and Godlinefs we are fuppofed to 
addrefs ourfelves to Reafonable Creatures, to 
Men. And if Men, by a wilful Abufe of 
their Natural Faculties, (hall have loft all Re- 
lifh for fuch Gratifications as are properly hu^ 
tnan^ fuch as are adapted to the fuperiour, the 
immortal Part of their Nature : If they leave 
themfelves no Tafte for any Entertainments 
but fuch as debafe their Compofition> are the 
Reproach of their Underftan dings,, and of 
which it would be too favourable an Account 
to fay only, that they degrade Them to a Le- 
vel with the Beajis that perijh : And if, after 
all This, They find themfelves obliged to fay 
of the Paths of Wifdom and Virtue, that They 
have ito Pleaftire in them : — Can there be any 
Difficulty in perceiving, where the Fault reaUy 

a Jam, III. »4, 19. b Itid. 17. 
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lies ? Or, can an Objection of this Sort come 
with any tolerable Grafce from a Being, whofe 
Privilege and Boaft is the Faculty of Reafon ? 
Befides 2 What if, after all, the Gratifica- 
tions, from which Religious Wifdom debars 
us, fliould be found rather to ufurp the Name 
than to anfwer the CharaSler of real Plea- 
fures ? And yet a little Reflection, or how* 
ever a very little Experience, may convince 
us that. This is in fadt the Cafe. The fame 
Thing that makes us laugh may be far enough 
from making us kappy. TCrue Pleafurey as 
well as real Griefs is generally a ftdatCfJilenft 
Thing : Or however, as far as Happinefs is 
concerned in it, it muft imply fomething of 
Duration and Permanence ; it muft be efti^ 
mated, not barely from the Beginning, but 
from the Progrefs, and efpecially from the 
Conclufion and Confequenccs, of an Enter- 
tainment : And in Truth, That Entertainment 
alone (hould be placed to the Account of Plea- 
fure, which fhall be found to have had an 
Over "balance at leaft of SatisfaSiion attending 
it. — Now, which, among the great Variety 
of criminal Gratifications can abide This Heji ? 
Thofe of Riot and Excefs are manifeftly con- 
demned by it : The y^, fuch as it is, aecom- 
panying them, can at beft ^ endure but for the 
a Pfal. XXX.5. 
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Nighty and then Heavinefs literally cometh In 
the Morning* As to Gratifications of the ma^ 
levolent Kind; Pain and Uneafinefs muft, fure* 
ly, be an equally infeparable Attendant upoa 
them. An ill-natured Jeft, or a Piece of Scaii^ 
dal, may perhaps unaccountably divert us for 
a while, fo far as to produce a Fit of noify 
and feemingly real Mirth. But let a Perfon 
of Humanity confult his own^ Breaft on fUch 
Occafions : Let him afk, whether there h 
that Calmnefs within^ which (hould be an g/^ 
fential Ingredient in true Pleqfure y or rathcr> 
whether in the Midjl of fuch * Laughter the 
Heart be not forrowful I and however, whe- 
ther the End of That Mirth be not conftantly 
Heavinefs ? Nay, as to Thdc gay Scenes of 
Vanity f which in the prefent refined Age have 
almoll engrofled the Titlo^ of Entertainments : 
Thefe alfo muft,^ I prefume, foon ceafe to ht 
agreeable,, when They ceafe to be innocents 
Indeed, when They are moft innocent ; that 
is, when They are made Ufe of to fill up the 
Vacancies, (if any foch there really can be) to 
relieve the Toils, and to fufpend the Trouble^ 
of Life ; the very Names they are diftin* 
•guiflied by^ of Amufements or T>iverJions^ in-r 
timate plainly enough that a fhort Refuge on- 
ly, and not any real Enjoyment^ is exped:e4 

a Piov. XIV. 13, 
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from tJlfem. , But, when they are allowed to. 
occupy large Portions of Time, arid are made 
(as, I fear, they too often are made) the pr'in^. 
cipal Bufinefs of Life ; They muft furely op-- 
prefs indczd of recreating the Spirits, and be- 
come as inconfiftent with the Satisfaction aa 
they are with the Duty of a Rational Being. 
Or, if perhaps in Touthful Tears^ ^yhile the 
Spirits are freih, Life fhoulfl pafs away with 
BO confiderable Interruption in a pleafing 
Round of thoughtlefs Gayety^ yet let us be 
affurcd. This Expedient will not ferve our 
Purpofe tharougbout. Could ■ a Man live many 
fuch Tears 9 and rejoice in them all i yet Days 
of Darknefs will come^ when a Mind unfur- 
oiflied with ufeful Knowledge and virtuous 
Habits, fliall find Cauf? enough to accommo- 
date the Prophet'6 Complaint to its own Feel- 
ing^, * My Leann^Sy my Leannefs : Woe un^ 
to me ! the treacherous Dmlers^ Thofe vain 
Amafements that have wafted the beft Part 
of my Life, and left me no Equivalent for my 
choiceft Moments, have dealt treacheroujiy 
with me : Tea Thefe treacherous Dealers have 
dealt very treacheroujly. 

Upon the Whole, I doubt not but the fame. 
Judgment may be made of all the other Kinds 
of criminal Indulgence ; Namely, that they* 

a Eccl. XJ. 8. b Ifai. XXIY . \6. - 
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arc, either in tbemfehes or in their Confequen* 
ces even in this World, as inconfiftent with true 
and lajiing Pleafurc as they arc with Inno- 
cence. Religion, ordinarily at leaft, denies us 
no Gratifications but fuch as are either in the 
very Enjoyment accompanied with Pain, or 
fure to be clofely followed by it : And is there- 
fore to hp looked on by us, not as the Enemy 
but as the Guardian of our Pleafures. 

Our BlefTcd Lord, *tis true, does enjoin 
us to ^Deny ourf elves i and the Injundlion, 
tho* perhaps mojl eminently relating to lAisJirfi 
Difciples and Followers, yet muft by no means 
be undcrftood as peculiarly confined to them. 
But, befides that our Saviour has furely done 
more than enough for us to reconcile us to 
this feemingly hard faying, and even to make 
us chearfully take up our Crofs when we can- 
not otherwife folhw Him : If we attend to the 
real Import of the Duty, fo far as it is of ^^- 
neral Obligation, we (hall find Nothing in it 
fo very unfavourable to .true Pleafure, as we 
might at firft imagine. To deny ourfelves is 
not to deny the Whole of our Being ; that is 
impradicable : Nor is it tp deny the moft ex- 
cellent Part of it; that is at leaft unneceflary. 
'Tis only to deny our carnal Appetites, thofe 
^fi^f^b ^nfi^ which war againfi the Soul^ or 

^ Mark VIII. 34. - \> iPct. II.U-- 

if 
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if at any Time it refpedl our Underftandings, 
we are only to deny the Pride and Arrogance^ 
not the fober DiSlates or the rational Enter- 
tainments of them. The Term* Self, is here 
tiken in its moft confined, indeed its moft 
improper, Senfe ; for a Part only, and that 
the leaft valuable, the worft Part of us. And 
in this Senfe, we may, we muft, deny our^ 
/fives and pleafe our/elves at the fame 'Time ; 
that is, we muft deny the inferiour and pleafe 
the fuperiour Part of our Compofition ; wfc 
muft mortify our inordinate Affections and gra- 
tify our Reafon and Confcience ; we muft ftrive 
ag^inft * the Law in our Members and be fub- 
jed: to the Law of our Minds. A Contradic- 
tion indeed this may be to Flejh and Bloody 
but to the dijiinguiping Faculty of Human 
Nature it is moft agreeable ; and fhould there- 
fore, one would think, be the Fleafure^ and 
muft certainly be the proper Happinefs of 
Man. 

Not that, after all, we need be under any 
fuch dreadful Apprehenfions, that at our En- 
trance upon a Life of Virtue and Religion we 
muft take a final Leave of All the pleafing 
Obje<as of Senfe. That Part of the Objection 
therefore which proceeds upon Suppofition of 
any fuch Interdidt as this, is founded on a 

a Rom. VII. 23. 
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ftrange Mifapprchenfioq, or an invidious Mifr 
reprefentation, of the Cafe. J^^n is zfenfibk 
as well as a Reafonqble Being : And thq' the 
Pleafures whigh Religious Wifdorp procure^ 
for us be, chiefly qf the Latter Sprt, yet i^ 
ihe far froni denying us all Gratifications of 
the Former Kind, or indeed ordinarily any 
but fuch as gre fome Way or other dcftrudive 
of then^felvest Nay, if the Man qf Pleafure 
will vQuchfafe to hpar us, we dare venture to 
ftflure Hini, that, in feveral very confiderable 
Jlefpeds, the Man th^t conduds his Pleafurcs 
by the K^les of Religion fhall have the Ad^ 
vantage of the Man that tranfgrefles thefc 
Boundaries, even in the Gratifications of Senfe, 
befides the many i^Jiiperiour ones which the 
Former enjoys, whilft the JL»atter kpows No-t 
thing of them. I now proceed as was pra- 
pofed, 

JI. To illuftrate more direilly the AflTertiott 
in my Text, by proving, that the Way^ 
of Virtue are^ to every well-difpofed Mind, 
Ways of jpieafantnejs. 

Pleafure and Enjoyment niuft be the RefuU 
^ the Prefence of fome agreeable ObjeSl to its 
(orrefponaent Faculty : And if fo, then where 
either Obje^ or Faculty is wanting. Enjoyment 
piufl b^ wanting tqq. P\it now, does not a 
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vicious and intemperate Ufe of what is called 
Plcafiire tend naturally to deftroy its own Ob^ 
ieSis by deftroying.that Subftance which alone 
can.fupply them ? And accordingly, how of- 
ten do. we obferve Thofe who have riotoujly 
^^^[^4/ themfelves with the Superfluities^ there- 
by reduced to a Want of even the Necejfaries^ 
of Life* Or, fuppofing a continued Courfe of 
Vicious Indulgences y&W^ leave the ObjeSls of 
Pleafure in fufficient Quantity and Perfedtion ; 
is it not, however, of the Nature of Excefs 
to impair the Faculties ? In fad:, they who 
exceed the Bounds prefcribed by Rcafon and 
Religion leave true Pleafure behind them. 
ExceJJive Pleafure is, if I may fo fpeak, its ., 
own Executioner 1 and, by faring fumptuoufly 
every Day^ Men generally very foon put it 
out of their Power ever to fare agreeably. — 
Whereas, the Moderation, which Wifdoin and 
Virtue require, prefervcs both the Materials 
of Pleafure and our Relijb. for them. The 
Good Man (other Circumftances being fup^ 
pofed equal) can command fome agreeable En-^ 
tertainment when-ever he fees fit; and, when 
he hath done fo, can always enjoy it. 

Enjoy it He can ( which is a farther great 
Advantage) pure and unmixed with any fuck 
Bitternefs as unbridled Pajion is continually, 
pouring into the Cup pf an immoral, irreli- 
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gious Man, notwithftanding all the plcafing 
Ingredients and Opportunities for tailing tbcm 
that this World can afford him* One would 
have thought that the fame Temper which 
could make Haman boaft of his Wealth and 
Grandeur, domeftick Felicity and Court- Fa- 
vour, might have rendered him contented and 
pleafed, if not happy with it : Yet, if we will 
take his own Word, the Cafe was quite other- 
wife : • All Tbis^ fays He, availetb me No-- 
tbingfo long as I fee Mordecai the Jew ft ting at 
tbe Kings Gate. Thus again ; Where was 
the Happin?ifs of Ababy with all the Delights 
of a King of Ifrael at his Command 5 when, 
upon Nabotb's Refulal of his Vineyard, ^ He 
came borne heavy and difpleafed^ and laid bim 
down upon bis Bed^ and turned away bis Face^ 
and would eat no Bread. The Truth is. Reli- 
gion alone can fecure a Man from the painful 
Effcfts of his own Paflions : Where tbis is 
wanting, 'tis in the Power of t^^ry Body 
about him to ruffle his Temper and interrupt 
his Enjoyments : He cannot continue a Day 
iii fuch a World as This is without having his 
Envy alarmed, his Pride mortified, his felfifh 
Views thwarted, or his Refentment provoked, 
by fomething or other that comes in his Way : 
Hence his Mind is toffed about from one tor*» 

a Efth.V.13. b King. XXr'.4. 
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mcnting Paffibn to another, nay often diftrad* 
cd by contrary Paffions at the fame Time. 
Whereas a Good Man Jhall be fatisjied from 
himfelf: By the Aid of Divine Grace and the 
Comforts of Religion, his Satisfaction is pla- 
ced beyond the Reach of External Cafualties. 
This Divine Philofophy does not indeed pre-' 
tend to extirpate the Paffions ; but by redify- 
ing their Diforders and regulating their Mo- 
tions, it renders them even friendly to Hap- 
pinefs. And accordingly whilft the Wicked 
are as the troubled Sea when it cannot reji ; 
Great Peace have They who love God'j Law^ 
and Nothing Jhall offend them. 

Let us, however, fuppofe fomething of this 
Kind to be the Cafe alfo with an ungodly Man. 
let us fuppofe him fo perfectly acquainted 
with the Secrets of Luxury, as not only to 
make his Faculties and their Objefts keep- 
pace with each other, but to keep every dif- 
quicting Paffion at a due Diftance : Yet, whilft 
he lives ^without God in this World-, whilft 
he ^ feeds himfelf without Fear of his Provi- 
dence or S«nfe of His Prefence ; the Beft Part 
of every Enjoyment is loft to him, and quite 
cfcapes his Perception. And accordingly, how 
natural and how common is it for fuch Per- 
ibns, after having long repeated the fame dull 

a£ph^II. iC' b Jude.i2. 
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Rounds to grow peevifh and fplenetick and 
fick of fuch infipid Courfes, and how frequent- 
ly do we find them at lafl with the utmoft 
Pifguft pronouncing every earthly Delight to 
be Vanity and Vexation of Spirit i nay (brae-» 
times putting a voluntary Period to a Life fo 
comfortlefs, without waiting for their appoint^ 
ed Difmiffion from it ! — Whereas, the Good 
Man, He who lives under a prevailing Scnfc 
of a fuperintending Providence, by enlarging 
his Views, ennobles every Satisfadlion. He 
perceives an additional Sweetnefs in every Gra- 
tification refuhing from the Confideration that 
• it is the Gift qf God ; and by this means 
improves each of his Pleafures into an Oppor- 
tunity of experiencing, ^ how joyful and pka^ 
fant a Thing it is to be thankful. — So far is 
Religion from being an Enemy to our JoySi 
that it chaftens and refines, and fo in reality 
heightens and exalts them. 

But farther : Is Freedom from foreboding 
Cares and anxious Mifgivings neceffary to 4 
comfortable Enjoyment of the Good Things 
of this Life ? And where fhall ^ feek for 
This but in the Ways of Godlinefs ? — If the 
Atheijif who has no Hope of any invifible Pro- 
tection, muft naturally, and may reafonably, 
be under continual Apprehenfions of fome or 

a Eccl. m. 13. b pea. CXLVJI. i. 
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all of thofc Evils, to which the weak and pre- 
carious Condition of his Being every Moment 
expofes him : What muft the Cafe of That 
Man be, who is in regard to all the Purpofes 
of Guidance or Comfort a^ much without 
God, tho* not without the Belief of Himf 
How muft He tremble who only believes ! Be- 
lieves there is a Being, aduated by impartial 
Juftice and armed with uncontrokble Power ;. 
whom at the fame Time he finds himfelf ob- 
liged to confider as his irreconcikbk Ene-* 
my r How muft he be * afraid evert ( if that 
could be fuppofed ) where no Fear is, of hav- 
ing ( what he calls ) his Pleafures torn from 
him^ or himfelf from them ! and whal Re- 
lifli can he well have for any Enjoyment un- 
der fuch Circumftances \ -—Whereas the Man 
who is confcious, that by the Praftice of Vir- 
tue and Holinefs he fecures the ProtecSlion 
and Friendihip of that Being, who governs 
and condu6ts all Events, has a folid Founda- 
tion for Confidence and Security, and needs 
not fear what Man, or any created Being, can 
do unto him. He has engaged that Almighty 
Power on his Behalf, whom all Nature obeys ;. 
t^ho can turn evenDifappointments into Blefs- 
ings, and make •* all Takings work together for 
bis Good, To Him he can fecurcly truft the 

a Pfal. LIIL 5, b Rom. Vill. 28. 
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Iffue of all his Endeavours ; to Him he can 
tinbofbm all his Delires; he can ^pour out 
his Heart before Htm% ^ cafiing all bis Can 
upon Him^ who ( he is well aflured) carethfof 
bim. 

Virtue is, in Truth, the Source of all Ra- 
tional and manly Delight : It is (as it has well 
been called) ^ tbe Health of the Souly without 
which none of its SatisfaSiions can be found or 
fncere. The Mind of Man when under tho^ 
Dominion, and wounded with the Confciouf- 
nefs, of Sin, is in Pain and travaileth^ The 
Senfualift may employ his Thoughts and Care 
** in providing for the Flefh^ to fulfil the Lufls 
thereof: But without Religion no Provi* 
fion can be made for the fuperiour Part of 
Man's Being : Without this there' muft un- 
avoidably be an Emptinefs and (in the Pfalm- 
ift's Expreflion ) a * Leannefs in the Soul; 
which can by no means receive Nourishment 
from merely fenfual Repafts, much lefs from 
criminal Gratifications, And can the Pleafure 
of the Man be in any degree complete whilft 
the Mind is wholly unprovided for !' — Whilft 
Luft and Appetite are (as it were) upon the 
Throne, the Conftitution within us is in ^ 
Unnatural, and muft therefore needs be in an 

a Pfal. LXII. 8. b i Pet. V. 7. c Divine Jt€£litudc. 
Sec alfo Norris Serm. V. 3. S. laft. d Rom-Xlll. 14. 

e PfalCVI. 15. 
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uneafy and dtforderedf State. The Rational Soul 
is an zGdvc Principle : Confcioiis of its Native 
Preeminence, it will not fail to make conti- 
nual Remonftrances againft the Ufurpers of 
its juft Prerogative; or if it does not, we 
may conclude it to be in a Fever ov a Lethar^ 
gy : Difeafes fo much more dreadful than thofe 
we commonly call by thefe Names, as they 
threaten us in an infinitely more important 
and lading Concern. 

To what has been faid of Virtue and God- 
linefs in general I might add the Mention of 
feveral particular Virtues and Graces, the^;/- 
gle Exercife whereof is exquifitely pleafant and 
delightful J and the regular Succejian of which 
in the good Chriftian's Life is fufficient to 
make him * Rejoice evermore. I might enlarge 
upon the Exercife of Gratitude to the Foun- 
tain of all Good I that of Contemplation on His 
adorable Perfedtions 5 that of univerfal Love 
to Mankind and Chriftian Charity to our Bre- 
thren ; that of relieving the diftreffed, comfort^ 
ing the Feeble-mindcdy fupporting the Weak^ in 
fhort difFufing Happinefs, and doing all the 
Good Offices in a Man's Power, to the Bodies 
and Souls of all around him : Confcious, eve- 
ry Moment, how incomparably more blejfed it 
is to give than to receive : I might (as the 

a 1 Theft V.x6. 
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pious Pfalmiji Has done hcforb inc) bid Yori 
• mark the perfeS Man and behold tb^ Upright i 
and fee how^ all the Paths^ ahd efpecially how 
the Endi of That Man^ is Peace ! Above all, 
I might infift dn That glorious Profpcft of 
Future Blifs which Faith prefents to otir View, 
and On which the good Chriftian's Hope may 
continually dwclL But I forbear, —i- Theft 
who are already acquainted with th« Ways of 
Godlinefs, know that its Pkafure s are not tb 
be defcribcd. And as to thofe who are not, 
we can only affure thetHf They will not^ at 
kaft after the firft Struggles and Reladancei 
of their Converfion are over. They will flol 
repent of having made the Experiment. 

Upon the Whole t Pleafure is a Relatiw 
Thing ; depending on the Tajle and Relijh of 
the Per/on that receives, as well as on the Ob^ 
jeSl or A(ftion that occaJionSf it : And accord- 
ingly to Men of different Tajles different Ob^ 
jecis will be agreeable ; nor is it here denyed^ 
but that vicious ASiions may be, and in naany 
Inftances are attended with fleajing Senfations. 
It could not indeed well be otherwife in i 
State of Tryal. But then, what we fay and 
infift on, is This. The Pleafuree of a religious 
Life are manly, fober, fubftantial, lafting: 
Xhofe of Sin are brutal, noify, tranficnt. The 

a Pfal. XXXVir, 37. 

. Former 



a good Lifci 129 

Former are always growing ujJon Experience ; 
the Latter are generally blaftcd and deftroyed 
by it. The Former are the Refult of a due 
Exercife, a proper Difpofition of both fenfitive 
and intelleftual Powers ; the Latter of a Mif- 
' application and Abufe of T^hofe^ and utter In- 
adtivity of Thefe. The Former refult from the 
Health of the Mind ; the Latter are either the 
Caufes or the EfFedts of a difeafed and dange-* 
rous Habit of it* But the moft important Dif-* 
fcrence of all is, that the Pleafures of Sin, if not 
timely exchanged for grievous Repentance and 
Remorfe here, will certainly be fucceeded by 
fomethingyar more dreadful hereafter: Where- 
as thofe pure Streams of Delight which flow 
from Godlinefs, {hall at our Departure hence 
be rather improved thzn altered *, (hall open in- 
to new and inconceivable Scenes of « Joy at 
GodV Right-Hand, and fwell into Rivers of 
Pleafure for Evermore. 

How favourably is This our State of Pro- 
bation ordered; wherein our prefent Happinefs 
is not only made confijlent with our Duty but 
infeparably united to it ? What Thanks ought 
we to render to That gracious Being, who has 
made our Enjoyment of the mojifolid Satisfac- 
tions which //6/V World affords, a Preparative 
for the Fruition of l^hofe unfpeakablefoys which 

a Pfal.XVI. II. 
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He has prepared for us in a far better ! How 
Incxcufable fhall we be, if we facrificc our 
Eafe and trueft Comfort here in order to make 
Durfelvcs Miferabteyj^r Ever! 

I (hall conclude with the affedting Invita- 
tion of the Prophet J/Zr/ii^, which You will eafi- 
ly apply with me to the prefent Subjc<9:, and 
imagine to be the Words of Wifdom herfelf.— 
* Ho^ every one that thirfieth^ come Te to the 
Waters ; and He that hath no Money ^ Come />, 
buy and eat; yea comey buy Wine and Milk 
Without Money y and without Trice. Wherefore 
do Tefpend Money for that which is not Bread? 
and Tour Labour for that which fatisfietb not? 
hearken diligently unto Me, and 6at Te that 
which is good, and let Tour Soul delight itfelj 
in Fatnefs. Incline Tour Ear and came unto 
me; hear and Tour Soul Jhall live; and I will 
make an Rverlajiing Covenant with ToUy ^and 
the Work of Right eoufnefs Jhall be Peace i and 
the EffeB of Right eoufnefs, S^uietnefs and Af 
furance for Ever. 

a Ifai. LV. 1 , 2, 3. b Ibid. XXXII. 17. 
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Bxalttter^ and She Jhall promoteTheet 
She Jhall bring Tl)ee to Honour ^ when 
Thou dofl embrace Her. 

THESE Words are Part of an Ej(^ 
hortation or Inftrudion, which the 
Wifeft of Men informs us He had 
himfelf received from His illujirious^ 
and then Aged and experience^* Father. A 
Circumftance which, could we urge ho high- 
er Gonfideration, muft needs, of itfelf, recom- 
mend the Advice and Encouragement con- 
tained in them, to our efpecial Attention and 
Obfervance, 

Now the Antecedent^ to which the Words 
before us refer, is Wifdom : By which ( I con- 
ceive) we are here, and indeed generally in 
other Paflages of this Book, to underftai]d, 
not Aarely an accurate Know/edge of Tubings 
(though That is, no doubt, very ornamental 

I 2 and 
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and ufeful) but Difcretion in ordering one's 
ConduSi and Behaviour; more efpccially That 
Branch of it, which difcovers itfclf in the 
Choice of the Nobleft End, and the Purfuit 
of That End by the fittefl: Means : In other 
Words, That Wifdom^ which hath its Begin- 
ning in the Fear of God, and the good Under- 
Jianding whereof appears in a Life conducted 
by the Rules of Virtue and Religion, • — To 
exalt and embrace This Wifdom, is to make it 
the Principal ObjeSl of our Efteem and De- 
fires ; to prefer.it to all the other feeming Ad- 
vantages of this World ; and, in Courfe, free- 
ly to renounce them, and to quit the Purfuit 
of them, whcnfoever they ftand in Competi- 
tion with it, or would draw us afide from It 
— The Inducement here made Ufe of, addrefs- 
eth itfelf to one of the moft generous Princi- 
ples in our Nature; propofing to us a Re^ 
wardj which is of all the merely Temporal 
Bleflings annexed to a good Life, the moft 
noble and excellent ; * Exalt Wifdom, and She 
Jhall promote Thee : Sbejhall bring Thee to Ho* 
nour, when thou doji embrace Her. 

In order then to enforce the Advice in my 
Text, and to recommend the Pradlice of Vir- 
tue and Religion to the Choice of every gc- 

aEccl.VII.i. 
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ncrous Mind; I fhall endeavour to illuftrate 
the ConneSiion that is here affirmed to be be- 
tween Virtue and Honour^ and to fhew that 
the PraSiice of the Former is the fureji Me- 
thod that can be taken for the Attainment of 
the Latter. 

With this View I propofe, Firjl, To Jlate 
in a few Words the Meaning of the Affertion 
here advanced : Secondly y To confirm more 
fully atit Truth of it: And, "Hhirdly, To de^ 
duce fbme proper and ufeful Inferences from it. 

Firji then ; In order to prevent any Mif- 
take in Men's Apprehenfions of This Matter, 
and (in confequence of fuch Miftake) any Er- 
ror in their Purfuits, or Difappointment of 
their Expcdations ; let it be obferved that by 
Honour we do not here mean that Fame or 
Vain Glory which confifts in the Acclamations 
of the Populace, and the Applaufes of the 
Multitude. TChefe muft often be courted by 
fuch Methods as a good Mzn cannot, and 
therefore a wi/e or great Man will not, ftoop 
to the Ufe of. Accordingly we are juftly cau.- 
tioned againft being « dejirous of this Kind .qf 
Ghry ; and our Lord Himfelf hath intimaj? 
ted, that we are never more in Danger than 

a Gal. V. 2$. 
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* when all Men /peak well of us. The Arts cf 
Popularity are indeed generally inconiiftent 
with the Precepts of Virtue and Religion* 
Too tender a Senfibihty and ^ Fearfulnefs of 
the Reproaches of Men muft, in fuch a World 
as this is, continually betray us into unwar- 
rantable Compliances. They who *" love the 
Praife of Men more than the Praife of Go D, 
muft be prepared to defert any unfafhionable 
Truth or Duty, and to fall in with any Fol- 
lies or Vices which the Cuftoms of a degene- 
rate Age fliall recommend to them. — Such 
Fame or Glory then cannot, we may bp'fure, 
be the fame with That Honour ipi^hich the 
Tej^t encourages us to promife to Tbofe, that 
ixalt and e$nbrace Religious Wifdom. — ^Tq pro^ 
ceed then. 

Honour is a Term of large Extent, beisig 
lifed in ieveral different Senfes. But as far as 
we are here concerned with it ; as it makti^ 
tip an Article in Men's Account of TemptoHal 
Good, and may be coniidered as one of the 
frefent Rewards of Virtue and Piety; its Sig- 
nifications may be reduced to thefe two, I^g^ 
itity and Reputation. Where, hy D^nity vm 
jpKky underftand, the Favour of Princes, and 
Offices of Truft and Titles of Honour confc-^ 
fluent thereupon : And by Reputation^ the 

a Luk. VI. 26. b Ifai. LI. 7. p Joh. XII. 43. 
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Efteem of Mankind in general, cfpecially the 
valuable Part of them, and that Commenda- 
tion and Good-Name which are cqnfequent 
upon //. And to Both thefe Kiqds of I;Jo- 
nour, at leaft fo far as either of them is truly 
defirable^ I doubt not but it may e^fily be 
made appear, that a Life condudled by the 
.llules of Virtue and Religion gives the only 
juji Pretenlion«, and fuch alfo as are moji ujual-- 
ly^ tho* not infallibly fuccefsful. 

I. To begin with i&\^ Former : NpPreten- 

jSons to Promotion and Dignity can be better 

;fifPporte4 than by Godliners and Integrity • 

,Gop is the Fountain from whence all true 

JHpcour and Authority muft be derived s aocj 

.Aone can regularly be advanced to a.Refem- 

bl^ncp of Him in either of thefe PerfjeiftionjS, 

.l^jijt Thqfe who antecedently referable Him in 

f^he: other Perfections of Juftice,WifdQtt)»Gpod- 

jjifjE^ .&c. on which they are founded. Nor 

.4oes the Cafe ftand thus only upon, the ibct 

:of Right and Reaforiy but aljfo Qf Prudence .aad 

good Policy. For the Interefts of Prinqe ^d 

People capiiot furely be entryfted in ikfef 

Hands than thofe of Perfons, whqjCe I^oyajty 

^d facred Regard to the one, ^d wh^jfe 

Benevolence and Fidelity to the other, ajre 

jgrounded on the firm Bafis of Rdigion, and 

condudled under the Fear of God. Every 

prudent 
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prudent as well as pious Prince will make 
thofe well-known Refolutions of King lyaviJ, 
recorded in P/a/m loift, the Patterns of his 
own. And, we may prefume 2l{o,^wJben fuch 
Jiighteous Perfons are in Authority ^ the People 
will have the jufteft Caufe to rejoice. 

We were indeed informed ftfme Years ago, 
among other choice Secret^ communicated to 
this enlightened Age i that the Vices of private 
Perfons have a Beneficial Influence upon the. 
Publick Welfare: And had the AiTcrtion been 
as clearly proved, as it was confidently pror 
pofed ; fome of the worft of Men, might ( I 
fuppofe ) have expefted a proportionable Share 
of the Honours and Promotions of the Conh 
munity, as being fome of the moft ufeful Memr 
hers of it. But, befides that Aflertions of this 
Kind muft fuppofe (what can never be grantr 
ed) that Divine Providence hath no Concern 
in the Government of the World ; if we con- 
fidcr this Matter only according to the natu-- 
ral Co.urfc of Things, we need but defire You 
to imagine one State to be adminiftred by fiich 
Perfons as Jethro recommended to Mojesy ^abk 
Men, fuch as fear God, Men of Truth, ga- 
ting Covetoufnefs ; and anqther to be governed 
by fuch Magiftrates as our Bleflcd Lord rc- 
prefents as "" neither fearing God nor regarding 

aProv.XXIX.2. b Exod. XVIII. 211 cLak.XVIII.a. 

Man. 
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Man. Do but imagine, I fay, two States to 
be thus difFerently adminiftered, and then tell 
us, which of the two is moft likely to be pro^ 
longedf and which hath its Honours moft de*. 
fervedly beftowed. 

^ Rigbteoufnefs^ efpecially in Perfons of Emi-^ 
nence^ and Authority, exalteth a Nation. Men 
©f Piety have all the Inducements to a regular 
Exercife and beneficial Ufe of the Power they 
^re poflefled of that any other Perfons can 
poffibly have ; and, over and above, the ftill 
ttrcmger Tie of Conjcience^ and the awaken-^ 
ing Confideration that they muft one Day give 
an Account of all their Talents; before the 
awful Tribunal of the King of Kings. And 
what ihould farther moft powerfully recom- 
mend the Services of fuch Perfons is the Blefs^ 
ing of Providence, which ufually attends them 
in all that they put their Hands unto, and cau- 
fes whatjbever they do to profper. 

Accordingly, in every regular State of 
Things, Virtue and Piety are the fureft Steps 
to Promotion and Advancement : * Seeji Thou 
a Man diligent in his Bujinefs (fays a wife Ob- 
ferver of Men and Things ) He Jhall Jiand be^ 
Jore Kings, he Jhall not Jiand before mean Men^ 
David Himfelf had very remarkably expe- 
rienced the Succefs of the Advice which He 

a Proy. XIV. 34. b Ibid. XXU. 29. 

gives 
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gives in my Text ; having been by Providence 
* taken away from the SheepfoUs^ and at length 
appointed to feed Jacob His People^ and Ifr(d 
Ws Inheritance. Gqd has indeed 4n genial 
declared, ^ that them that honour Him MemB 
honour: And agreeably to tbi^ IDeql^trdtion, 
numerous are the Inilanccs, recorded in thi9 
Sacred Hiftory, of the Providential iV4»ulcer 
ment of virtuous and Religious Men. But I 
need produce no other befides the well-*kii09«a 
Cafe erf" the Patriarch Jof^h: In the afi(&^ 
ing Narration whereof. You cannot fmf$ Qi 
obfcrving, how every Step ukim to dej»cd« 
and* ruin Him* firil by his :enviov^ Br^ren^ 
apdafter by the di%pointed>aod enrMgediWi^ 
«f his Mafler^ contributed to bisjJSsaltatwfti 
till at kft we find him "" raijfjd from iAf£iMn^ 
geott to the -high Digo^ty of G^wrm^r pv^ 
Ml the Land of Egypt. 

It muft indeed be owned, that Cafesof this 
Sort are by no means conflantly to be exf^(%- 
led. The Providence of Gap ufually ^s by 
the Intervention of Second Caufes^ and agree- 
ably to the Tendencies which Himfelf hath 
imprefled upon them. Now, the Man pf Vir«- 
tue and Piety, htmgfatisfied from himfelf or 
having nobler Objedls in View, may be leis 

a Pfal. LXX VIII. 70, 7 1 . b i Sam. II. 30. c Pfal. CV, 
17,18, &c. 

ready 
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ready to improve favoumhle Opportunities for 
his own Advancement than either Virtue or 
Piety neceffarily require him to be : And, W% 
Ao wonder^ if where this is the Cafe^ he 
fhoutd often be xmerlaoked in the DiftnbutiOD 
erf Honours, even by Thofe who have very 
upright Intentions in making it. But, in a 
pore corrupt State of Affairs, which mijft 
fometimes happen, when Bad Men are per- 
mitted to bear Rule; it is ftill lefs to be won- 
dewd «t, if fuch Men be inclined to poftpdne 
Men of Probity, and to draw up others after 
them of Charafters more like their own. 
Aad yet xjven bere^ Recourfc is generally had 
to ibiJie Appearance ef Merit, where the 
Reality is neglefted. Nay the very Epithets^ 
by which great Men are diftinguifhed, are de-? 
riy^. from fome eminent Virtue or Complicar: 
tion of Virtues. So that, in fhort, where wic- 
ked M^n are promoted to Eminence and Pow- 
er, their Vices and Impieties give the Lye to 
their Titles : And we may apply the Decla- 
ration of our Blcfied Lord to this Cafe alfo, 
* Verily 9 I fay unto Tou^ He that enter eth not 
in by the Door of real Worth and Ufefulnefs, 
kut cUmbeth wp fome other Way^ the fame is a 
^hief<ind.^ Robber. 

a Joh. X. I- 

2. But 
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2. But, not to dwell longer upon this Part 
of my Subjeft, efpecially fincc Honour of tbU 
Kind can be the ExpeSiation of but Few, and 
the PqfeJJion of ftill Fewer ; Let us proceed 
to illuftrate the Tendency of Virtue with re- 
gard to the other Species of Honour : which 
is, pr ought to be the Concern of all Men to 
fecure ^ but which however we fliall find to 
be the proper and the peculiar Reward of the 
JFife and Good. 

Reputation^ in the very Notion of it, im- 
plies fomething reputable, fome real Worth in 
the Subje<a of it. Tis the Teftimony which 
Mankind are prefumed to bear to Merit, and 
to Merit only. The Applaufcs of Mankind 
fhould be confidered as one common Fund fcMf 
the Encpuragement of Virtue and the Reward 
of worthy Undertakings ; out of which every 
Man fhould receive his Portion in due Sea/on; 
but which fhould by no means be fquandered 
away or mifemployed. A Good Name .with- 
out Good Qualities to fupport it, is fuch an 
Incongruity in the Moral World as no Irre- 
gularity in the Natural bears any Analogy or 
Refemblance to. 

We are indeed commanded by an Apoflle 
to • honour all Men. But if we take the Pre- 
cept in its mofl unlipited Extent, 'tis plaia 

a iPet II, 17. 

from 
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from the Nature of the Thing that that Ho- 
nour which is to be paid to all Men^ cannot 
be the fame with This which we are now con- 
fidering ; inafmuch as T^bis^ being propofed 
as a Reward^ evidently fuppofes in the Perfon 
receiving it fome Superiority over, fome Prefe- 
rence to others 5 whereas what is given alike 
to all cannot imply a Preference of any. The 
Precept, in Truth, feems to require no more 
than this ; that we fliould treat Human Na-^ 
tare with fome Degree of RefpeSl wherefoever 
we meet with it ; that we fhould look upon 
every Man's Good-Name as his valuable Pro- 
perty, and not wantonly difturb any one in 
^^the Poffcffion of it. But then Men's Reputa- 
tions are not hereby declared to be unalienable 
Properties, or fuch as no Mifdemeanour fhall 
fubjeft to a Forfeiture. We are to hope well 
of every Man till we find Caufe to the con- 
trary; and to look upon all Men, asfuch^ as 
intitled to a refpeSlful Treatment. But in 
Perfbns no more than in Things are we al- 
lowed, much lefs required, ^ to call Evil Good *, 
or to give Credit and Commendation to Thofe 
who neither have nor deferve to have Any. 

And as thus it ought to be in Reafon, fo 
thus it is gtntv^y found to be in FaSi and 
Experience. A Vicious Man may be Rich or 

a Ifai. v. 20. 

Powerful} 
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Powerful ; but truly honoured lie hardljr cSit 
be. The Good defpifei or at the bcft pitf 
himi and the Bad, were they difpofed (as 
They rarely are) have fcarce ever the Hardt- 
ncfs to appear in his Defence, or however hot 
in his Commendation. The Truth is, JRepu- 
tation fits fo aukwardly upon an immonstl Man,- 
that n6 Commendation can give any. real Clre^ 
dit to him : It may expofi fuch an Ownerj 
but cannot adorn him. 

On the other Hand, Bad as the World i$i 
it is generally very juft to the upright in this 
refpeft. Befides the Promife of Goo in fa- 
vour of them that honour Himi Mein^S NatU4 
ral Sentiments of Good and Evil are fufficicnt 
for the moft Part to enfure to every truly 
Good Mati the Efteem and Commendation of 
thofe about him. A Good Man is a venerablci 
a great. Character. A fteady Uprightnefs, i 
Converfation becoming the Gojpel of Christ, 
commands the Veneration of all that comd 
Within the Sphere of its Activity, with an al- 
tlloft-irrefiftible Authority. Even after his 
Departure hence the Memory of the Juft Man 
fhall be Bleffed, and his valuable Qualitidi 
and worthy Deeds ihall be had in Everlafting 
Remembrance. * The Righteous Man is more 

« Prov. XII.26. 

excellent 
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excellini tkart bis iJdghiourf eten his EiieiAies 
tbemfelves being Judges. 

Pof otberwife^ whence comes it tliat thofe 
very Peffons who wiB not be at the Trouble 
(as they are pleafed to imagine it) of becoming 
reaify Virfaotts or Godly, are content to take 
fo much Pain^ as They often do, to i^pear 
Aich. Is it ftOt bccaufe They know very well, 
fha(t Reputatioft is tlie proper Inheritance of 
Virtue^ even in the Intention of the Donors; 
itiid at the fame Time hope to coti^ in for a 
Share by putting off the Semblance of it injleai 
of the Reality ? — And what if fuch Perfons 
do fometimes fuccced in their fraudulent At- 
tempt upon the Good Man's Property ? Docs 
this pfove that any Thing fhort of a real Cha- 
fader of Goodnefs is> either in itfelf, or in 
fhe Opinion of Mankind, a juft Recommen- 
datlori to Hoaotir and Efteem ? Nothing like 
it. Such Inftances prove only the Shoftnefs 
of Human Difcernmeht, which cannoty^^ tie 
Heart f nor always diftinguifli real Worth from 
falfe Pretences to it. 

And yet, thus much may be faid even irt 
this Cafe : that real Virtue is not only a more 
hbtiotti-able and even more eafy Method of at-* 
taining, but a far more fafe Method of pre-* 
ferving a fair Character, than the Counter^ 
feit Show of it. To be aSling a Part for a 

Man's 
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Man's isobole Life mud, methinks, be extreme* 
ly difficult, if not impoffible. Hypocrtfy is Vio- 
lence, arid nothing Violent can naturally be lad- 
ing. The Truth is, Honour itfelf hath a Ten- 
dency to ftrip Men of their Difguifes, and to 
expofe their Tempers. ^Man being in Poflef- 
fion of Honour hath generally lefs XJnderfianir 
ing^ lefs Caution about him, than when. only 
in Purfuit of it : He has now compaiTed the 
End of all his Refervednefs and Slavery ; and 
it is Time furely to take a little Freedom, to 
throw of the Mafk, and to adt in his own 
proper Charadler. And we need not doubt 
but there will always be Eyes enough upon 
the Man of Reputation to make the Difcove- 
ry ; always Spirit, or Malice, or Envy enough 
to proclaim it. And when this is done, the 
Hypocrite^ Pretenfions are at an End. Men 
will hardly fuifer themfelves to be impofed on 
tnjoice by the fame Perfon. Nay fliould he bcr 
come ^Jincere Convert to Godlinefs, his Con- 
verfion will only be thought a frefli Attempt 
upon Men's Underftandings, and will be pla- 
ced to the fame Account with his former Col- 
lufions. His Infamy is for Life i and general- 
ly the Stain of it is deeper in Proportion to 
the Brightnefs of that Reputation, of which 
he before was unjuftly poiTeffed, 

a Pfal. XLIX. 24. 

But 
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ta£tcr of Virtue and Piety is of a more laft*^ 

ing Nature. A Good Man can always appeaf 

with his own natural Face. His Goodncfs^ 

being unaffeSied^ fits eafy upon Him ; and he, 

needs not, in every Step he takes, be appre-** 

henfive left his Mafk fhould drop off, and hifli 

foul Vifagc be expofcd to View. The Mai-k 

he aims at is always the fame: He has there-^ 

fore no Occafion to be perpetually fhiftiilg oi* 

doubling: A graceful Evennefs^ a beautiful 

Confidence^ appears in his Character which 

on this Account can fcarce fail of conciliating 

the Efteem and Admiration of every judicious 

Beholder. And (which is moft cdnfiderablc) 

if fuch a Character fhould for a Time ba 

clouded and obfcured by the Mifreprefenta-* 

tions of envious and malicious Men j yet the 

Good Man's Innocence foon clears up) ^ Hit 

Rigkteotifnefs Jhines forth as the Light , dnd 

His Juft-Dealing as the Ndon-Day. 

Be ity however^ remembered> that I have 
here been reprefenting only the ufual and gti^ 
neral Tendency^ not the conflant and invaria-^ 
ble Cqurfe^ of Things. For after all that has 
been faid, we muft expeft to meet yfith fomf 
Exceptions^ even in this Cafe alfo. -*- It muft 
be owned, that Good Men themfelves are not 

a Pfal. XXXVII, 6. 

Vol, 2c K always 
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always fo careful to maintain the favoUhible 
Qlpinion of others as they xt^Slj Jhould bet 
Attending chiefly, or rather folcly, to the Ap*^ 
probation of their own Confciences and of the 
great Searcher of Hearts, they may unaWareiS 
expofe thcmfelves to the Cenfures of thofe a- 
bout them, and 1^ degrees fufFer in their Rc^- 
titioiis. BBt, as neither Virtue nor Religion t^ 
quire any fiich Indifferencei^\\2X'Qvtx Mifiinder- 
llanding may be confequent thereupon, flwulcl 
feechargtd not to their Cr(?dKr;t^ but to their 2»- 
^Jcretionv And, what if the Good Man fhooW 
ibmetimes, even on the Account of his fupe- 
tiour Goodnefe^ be mifreprefented by ihft ^la* 
licious, and (in confequence of That) defa- 
med by Ihe unwary, and fo, either through 
Miftake or Defign, evil-fpoken of by aft : 'Tis 
jdain, this \& not to be afcribed to his Vittufe 
as fuchy but to the Malice of forhe imd iJ* 
Sbortfightednefs of others. Virtue, thou^ it 
may be the real Caufe of fome M^*s Slan* 
dcrs, will •ne'Oer be publickfy ajfigned tfs ftrch* 
No Slanderer ever yet was fo hardy, tMr un* 
derflood fo very Hftle of human Nature^ as to 
nriake any Man's fuperiour Merit appeat as aa 
Article in his \^rn^/iw/?. 

Upon ihe Whole : The Praaice of Virtue 
and Piety .gives the only jufi Tretenjians to 
Honour and Reputation ; and is the moft 

xdhipen* 
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Miih^dmts and t^^] attd dnly-not^infkllibk 
IfoW te it. Room f here always will be ft^ 
Failkres crcn Jn ?i^> particufef; lb Jong as ^11, 
Men are ^r^^, and among them fome HX>ekU 
and ottters vncked. Biit thas niiich weNean 
affirm, that when Good Men ar^ difgrac^ 
and Bad Mfffi h0noiired, ^geMraliy ^fpe^kif^ 
dtcOiie are mtfiaktn'ioi^ tHe crthw;^-' A(id'ir4ff 
ecrtaittiy a AifHdeAt Proof -gJ"^' the' Ben^ficwk 
Tendeney of Virttid, th^ wfaisriewr.it tf//^^*^j^ 
^r/& it eauHOt fall of Honour | ami that ¥ice 
muft firf^ cottriterfisie ks 9lrV*' fe6&M-it W^ 
obtain its Inherit ance* ' ' ' ^ J^ V j i: 

From what has occurred to us^ in the fow^ 
goiii^ ReflcdHbns it is obvious t)o infer, i >'I 

I. The Vanity of that Notmmincb n»(xtdd 
reprefent all Ke^ardfor Reputdtwn as un*iif9r^ 
thy &f a Wife and unbecoming d'Gocd Man.^ ..-. 

Men's Concern for the Good Opinion, And 
Fondnefe for the Applaufes of 'lUiofe abbiSt 
them, no-doubt, nday be, and' too often is> 
carried too far : They may eagerly purfue thfc 
Praifes of Perfons incapable of conferring aay 
real Honour j or they may defire the Reput^r 
tion of trivial Accomplijhments ^ or their Y)$Sjr 
lire of Fame^ and Popularity may exert hSs3& 
in Ways dishonourable and criminal: And ia 
any of th^fe or the like Cafes, Regard tOp ,ef- 
pecially Solicitude about j the CgnamcndgjipftS 

K 2 of 
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of others> is irregular in itfelf, and h^hly 
dangerous to Men's Virtue, And if we thus 
pleafe Men^ we /hall not be the Servants of 
Christ. 

But fufely the £)fteem of wife and good 
Men muft deferve no fmall Regard ; and die 
Defire of it^ when duly regulated, moft be 
not only allowaible but commendable. To iay 
dtherwife muft be to cdntradi£t the common 
Senfe of Mankind^ and the declared Senti- 
ments of the wifeft Men in aU Ages* Or, 
oould any Doubt remain about the Reafon of 
the Thing, our Blefled Lord has for us Chrtf" 
tians fully decided this Point. An bjlentatious 
Performance oi private Duties in order * to be 
feen and admired ^ ofMen^ he has indeed con- 
demned. Not io in refpeft to Duties of a fmb-- 
lick Nature. There, fays He, • let Tour Ligbt 
fojhine before Men that they may fee Tour good 
Works f and glorify Tour Father who is in Hea^ 
ven. With the fame View St. Paul tells us 
He was felicitous to ^provide Things honefi^ 
kaKa, Things of graceful Appearance, not on- 
ly in the Sight of the Lord but al/o in the 
Sight of Men. And how greatly a virtvious 
.Principle muft ever be affiftcd by a due Re- 
gard to the Efteem of others. He has fuffi- 

a Matt. VI. I, Set. h Ibid. XXIII. 3, j. c Ibid. V. 16. 
izCor.VULai. ' 

cicntly 
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ciently intimated in that wefl-known Recom- 
mendation of • wbatfoever TAings are lovely 
and of good Report, w^d that beautiful Exhor- 
tations if there be any Praife to think on thefe 
Things^ And this leads me to infcr^ 

2. The Iniquity of tnif applying This Reward 9 
by either withholding it from Good Men, or con^ 
f erring it on Perfons of a contrary CharaSer. 

The Pfalmijl juftly makes it one Ingredient 
in his Upright Man's Charadter^ that He ^hc^ 
noureth them that fear the Lord : And, with 
equal Juftice, * Dejpifers of Tbofe that are 
Good are by St. Paul reckoned up among the 
moft profligate of the human Species. And 
rurely> there cannot well be conceived a more 
bafe and ungenerous Turn of Mind than that 
which exerts itfelf in defaming and calumnia^ 
iing Good Men really^ though not profelTcd- 
ly, on the very Account of their being fucb. 
There is fcarcely any Practice agtinft which 
£0 fevere Penalties are denounced in the in- . 
ipired Writings, or with fo much Frequency, 
as againfl Slander and DetraSlion m general^ 
But, if we are enjoined, as we exprefly are, 
' tojpeak Evil of no Man^ u e. not unjuftly or 
even unneceflarily to afperfe any Man or take 
from the Reputation He is poflcflcd of; fure^ 

a Phil. IV. 8. b Pfal. XV. 4. tz Tim. JH. 5. 
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ly.to fpba{k Evfl <>i,Good Miny ^md cnvjoufly 
or even wantonly to vilify worthy Cbasrad;^^ 

' And yeC^ I kxio'w not^ v^h^tber is more k^ 
jurious to dbe Ctufe of Virttkei to deny * So^ 
)Wir tb.whom Honour is due in fame lAftaoees, 
JM <o rendftr Ho»our in general icarce X¥orth 
defirifig or ending by throwinj^ dowti «fl Jft'- 
ulofurcs about it, and letvinig it in cottiHion. 
Jf this is nor denying ibe Good' Man htsPuc^ 
dr in SjtriClnefs depriving him of his Pi'tiptrty^ 
i\ is however^ (which amounts te .the ,^rw 
Thing) quite reducing the Price ahdde^ra^*' 
iiggihc fF^rtb of it. F6r nothing is plaJMr 
iiian that Praifc and GoGd-Rq)ort tnuft ccaft 
to hcyti\i2Joltinproportit)n as tbcy ane ^/sd^ 
criminatefy beftowed. In fhort» <MOicnmeiidt^ 
4ions mifplacodare not only injurious ^oViiitnc^ 
but diredly repugnant to His Will, who has 
declared <hat ^ fAey who. dej^ife Him Jhati hi 
lightly ejieemed: And we fee the Rea^s cif 
That generous Rcfolution of Elibu^ ""I khovi 
not to give fiattering Titles ^ in Jo doia^ mf 
JM^aker WQuldJoon take me away^^-^To ptiocefid: 
From the foregoing Reflexions it may not be 
improper or without its Ufe, to infer, 

3. The Danger of forfeiting^ and ih^Imr 
pfirtance of preferving a fair CbaraSier when 

a Rom. Xill. 7. b 1 Jam. II. 30.' c Job XXJCH. m. 

ejlailijfhedy 
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^abiipedi ^n4 $he Neceili^y of Care, and ¥L^ 
gijance for th^| ^r^^. v.- ifi 

It is an Ol^ifryatipq pf i\i^ Wife .Breacber 
highly jdeferving of every gojod Man's Attend- 
tion; that> a$ ^ 4^ad Flhs cau/c the^Qintment 
qJ the Apothiifury t a find fwth a Jtiniing Soh 
vaur; fi dotb ^ little folly him that is in Re^ 
putatimfor Wifjkm qnd Hmow, Tke TriUth 
is^ whatever Allowances, in our prefcnjb State 
of Imperfcdtion and Frailty, fliould in Reaibn 
he made, very firing ones will La Fad: gd- 
^er^ly be made, for the FaiUngs, but efpis- 
qi^y the Sins, of Men^ eminent for. Virtue 
^4 Pi^ty: And, which rend^r$ (uch iCafias 
ftill more to he lamented. They ajre too ofVifn 
ffi^'^ i>Qt only to wound deeply the 0iarac- 
t^ of Perfons otherwiie excellenti bt^t '^tb 
|M:^i^c;e the Interefts of Virtue and Piety ifr; 
ipjf. If the 4f^p c^t^er Qpj)V awn Heart is 
i^}f|>rif^ into t)he hi£}inQns Sij)^ of Adultjery 
:^ ^r^r, ^t\jvithft»n4i«g hill SLeppnliandi, 
Jfp "^ gin)es Occ^ofi tg the Enemies (^ the LoRJ) 
4fi khfpkeme. If a Mftn.of jP^/isrs Zeal and 
I^Wiing CQn^anRy ^s yet in the Article of 
Pangier *fp weajc as ^o deny and abjure JMs 
Mafi^r ; the Example is too powerful to * he 
wijth^ppd by hi3 Brethren, npr miift we woju- 

n Eiccl. X. I. b 2 Sam. ^IL 14.. . 

der 
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<lcr that • they allforfook Him and fled. From 
fuch unhappy Inftan<:es Bad Men receive Joy 
End Comfort in their Vices, flattering them- , 
(elves, that all Pretences to Piety in others 
are only folemn Grimace and Hypocrify i and 
chaty however Appearances may be againft 
them, They are not in Reality worfe Men 
than their Neighbours : Whilft Good Men 
however unwilling raftily to quit the favour- 
.able Opinion They have entertained of others, 
are inwardly out of Countenance and grieved 
at fuch Occafions of Reproach, perhaps ready 
to ^fay in their Ha/ie, ^^All Men are Liars { 
nay ftrongly tempted to fall from their own 
Sieadfaflnefs. 

And, if fuch melancholy Deviations from 
Duty in Men otherwife leaft chargeable with 
•them, furnilh Matter of Rejoicing to Men of 
a contrary Character, and Matter of real Con- 
cern and Grief to all pious Obfervers; how 
ftrongly fhould they recommend Caution and 
Circumfpe<£tion to the Beft of Men ! how 
careful fliould Men of fuperiour Reputation 
and eftabliihed Charadlers be, not to let their 
Good be evil-Jpoken of on Account of any real 
MifironduS:, or even (as far as can be avoid- 
ed) any Appearance of Evil I and how con? 

a Matt XXVI. 56. b Pfal. CXVI. 1 1 , 
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ftandy fliould every fucb Perfon ejpecially ad- 
drefs the great Preventer of Sin ^nd Guardian 
of Innocence, in the devout Pfalmift's Words 
and according to their utmoft Latitude of Ap- 
plication , ^ Set a Watch f O Lord, before my 
Mouthy and keep the Door of my Lips. Ohp 
let me not be inclined to any evil Thing : Let 
me not be occupied in ungodly Works with the 
Men that work Wickednefs ; lejl I eat of fuck 
Tubings as pleafe them. But I haften to infer, 
what is moft^obvioufly fuggefted by all that 
iias bipen faid : Namely, 

4. and Laftly, The right Way to Promotion^ 
and Efteem, and the great Prudence and Pro- 
priety of direding Your Ambition accord- 

wgiy? 

Seeke^ Thou great Things then for thyfelf? 
Art Thou ddirous of being advanced to a Si- 
tuation of Eminence and Dignity ? or would- 
eft Thou be promoted to great Honour ? ^ Exalt 
Wifdom and She Jhall promote Thee \ She Jhall 
bring Thee to Honour when Thou dofi embrace 
Her: She jhall give to thine Head an Orna-^ 
rnent of Grace ^ and great Glory Jhall She deli^ 
ver to Thee. 'Tis true, thefe and the like 
Expreffions muft be underftood as declarative 
only pf thjB natural and ufual Tendency ^ not of 

a Pfal. CXU. 3, 4, b Prov. IV. $, 9. 

any 
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wy locceffary and never^f ailing ^ffe^s of Wtfrx 
^om and Godlinefs. Fpr in this Cafc ?ilfo V-^ 
Race is not always to the Siwift^ nor FaVQUr to. 
Men of Skill: P^ay fometin^cs, the y ear oftbn 
Lord and a ftcady Adherence to His Servic? 
"may ^ keep Men back from Honour. §y.| 'fts 
'peverthelefs certain, that Virtue a4id Hety jiip 
the befi Preparatives for ^ the bright ejl Qrriq" 
pients of an exalted Station; and iii Qafp of 
Pifappointqaent, the con^plcteft Equivalents 
for the Want of it. Without ^befe^ 3Q Sta- 
tion can be truly honourable \ aad 'witb Tl'hefh 
.though You may not enjoy pompoi;? Titles 
or large Revenues, yet (which i§ far iqiQflp ^7 
fireable) You will "" p(S^fi Tour ^quls^ 

Or — Is Your Ambition more contra0e4\ 
Content to mpve in a Ipwer Sphere, .%re ^o^ 
folicitous however (as moft cpjnrnenjiat»ly yon 
may) to pr^ferve ^fair ^ad iiahlemUhsd -R^r 
putation ? Tq be efti^emed aad wejl-fpp]lf«n qf 
while living, ai^d mentioned with Adv*<>J.agp 
by thofe that come after You ? In this Re- 
fpea alfo, ^ Wif4om^ Religioqs Wifdom, js the 
Principal Xhing*, Wherefore, get Wifdom % mi 
with all Thy getting get Underjianding. I? 
vain fhall Ye feek for Honour, fubjiantial a»4 

a Ecd. IX. 1 1 . b Numb. XXIV. 1 1 . c Luk. XXL 19. 
d Prov. IV.7. 

lajling 
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Ja/iing Honour, ia any Way but that of Virr 
tue and Godlinefs. Other Methods there may 
•be (^f conciliatiiag tfec Acclamations of the un- 
thinking Many 9, and pjerhaps alfo of impofing 
ijppn the nwre difcerning Few^ But then 
iuch Vairi'-Glory (for Reputation I cannot call 
it) is hut a Vapour that appear eth for a little 
Timei and is, at its befi Eftatey utterly un- 
worthy of the Solicitude of a Rational Being. 
* Tbe Honour whicb comet h from God, valua- 
ble in itjelf, and valuable for its Duration^ 
muft be fought for only, becaufe it can only 
be found, in His 'Service ; And — ^fuch Ho^ 
' nour have all His, Saints. 

To conclude. We are all of us in our Paf: 
fage through a vain tranfitory World; all pro- 
fefs to feek a better Country, that is an hea- 
venly: And aaat Jbcial Natures render it very 
^reeable^ nay ourprefent Circumftances make 
it on many Accounts highly expedient for us, 
to enjoy the Favour and good Opinion of our 
Fellow-Travclkr5 by the Way : And accord- 
ingly^ I)ivinc Goodnefs has fo ordered Mat- 
4er5, thatsthe fame Condud which is made 
previouily aecei3ary to our Arrival at the Fer-^ 
mer, is -in the mean while our moji promijing 
ll^eithod for fecuring the Latter. Let us 

? M.y.:44. b Piai, CX^LIX. 9. 

however 
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however conftantly bear in Mind« that the 
prefent is but a very uncertain State of 
Things i in which One Way there is, and but 
One Way, of guarding againft Difappoint- 
ments, and enfuring our Succefs; and that 
is, always to look forward to that important 
Period, when ^ every ManJbalU in exa£fc Pro- 
portion to his real Defervings, have Praife of 
God. — An adulterous (tndjinjul Generation 
may at prefent fp far prevail againft the Wife 
and Good, as to get the Reputations of Fer^ 
JbnSf and even the very Notions of Things^ 
mifappUed and confounded. But there is a 
Day approaching, when our Charafters (hall 
be under Confideration of an impartial^ un^ 
erring Judge ; whofe Declaration in our Fa- 
vour will do us infinitely njore Honour^ than 
all the Praifes that the Greateft among Men 
can beftow. When the Bleffed Jefus ^Jhall 
come in His own Glory and in bis Father s^ 
and of the Holy Angels i to be called forth 
and acknowledged by Him in That augufi Af^ 
fembfy^ will be a Diftindion far furpaffing our 
prefent Conceptions. — If, confijientlyviixh our 
Pretenfions to 7>6/>, we can recommend our-;- 
fclves to the Good- Will and Efteem of our 
FeUow-Crcatures here, all is well. Let us 

bowcvejr 
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however take Care, that our Concern for zxty 
Thing of this Kind be an Help and Encou^ 
ragementy not a Snare or an Hindrance to us 
in this our principal Purfuit. — In a Word j 
May our Ambition then oftly kriow no Bounds ^ 
when the Honour it afpires after is infinitely 
valuable ! May we on no Account forfeit our 
Pretenfions to that moft fignificant of all Ap- 
plaufes, — ' Well done. Good and faithful Ser^ 
vant ! — Enter Thou into the Joy of ^by Lord J 

a Matt. XXV. az. 
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SERMON VII. 



Philip. IV. i. 

Therefore^ my Brethren^ dearly Belovid 
and longed for ^ my Joy and Crown j 
Sojiandfajl in the Lord, my dearly 
Beloved. 

IF, in the prefent Circle of Vanity^ there 
can be an Enquiry of more than ordina- 
ry Concernment to Us, It muft be Tbis^ 
— " What is to become of us after our 
** Departure out of it ?" fFe fee with our own 
Eyes daily Examples, and our Fathers have 
told us infinitely more, of the bounded Extent 
of human Life r So that, upon Notice re- 
ceived of any frefh Inftance of Mortality, wc 
can hardly mifs of the ftriking, though fami- 
liar, Refledtion, that ^EveryMan, we ourfelvcs 
in our Turn, Jloall as certainly draw after him 
that is gone, as there have been innumerable be^- 
fore him. But — muft thefe Bodies of our's, then, 

a Job XXI. 33, 

which 
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^'liich will fo ibofi ^he brought to. the Graven 
3t Ever remain in the Tomb? Muft all our 
^hougbts alfo utterly perijh with them ; anct 
^T Whole B^ng ftotn thenceforward be ex-- 
inBf irretrievably loft in abfolute Infenjibility t 
A^y not xht{t decayed Fabricks be once more 
'aijedy onct more animated by thitXhinking 
Thing within us, which at priefent aSluates 
ht whole Man f-^And, if fo, Into what Con^ 
ftWlwJr will this ^t-x^tii^n^nally Introduce us ? 
Jh'all our Bodies and Souls then again come to^ 
\etherfof the Better or for the Worfe ? 

Ndw to thefe and the like inter ejiing ^ef^ 
fhns, the Paffage immediately preceding the 
E*h6rtation in my Text enables us to give 
DWrfelyci ^ fatisfaSidfy Arifwer. And, in or-=^ 
itt to difcover the Scope of the Words I have 
cfcofen, and to juftify the Application of thetn 
at prefent intended, it may be proper to ob- 
ferve, that our Apojlle had juft before beea 
ftrentioully afferling the Excellency oftheKnow^ 
halge bf Christ Jefus : This He had exem- 
plified in Three eminent Inftances : — Juftifi- 
cation and Acceptance writh God through the 
Merits of a Redeemer, (here called, ^theRigh^ 
ttoufnejs which is by Faith ofjfefus Christ :) 
The Power of His RefurreSlion to confirm This 
and all other Benefits of His Gofpel : And 

a Job XXI. 30. b Phil. III. 9, lo- 

particu- 
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particularly, the FroJpeSl thereby opened to 
His faithful Followers oi ^ attaining^ after His 
j|Liikenefs, to the RefurreSHon of the Dead. 
Which laft the Apojile contents not Himfelf 
with barely mentioning 5 but, after ^ defcrib* 
ing in moft expreflive Language the Pains He 
took to fecure fo glorious a Prize^ He propo- 
fes to His beloved • Pbilippians his own JBx- 
ample, and endeavours to animate tbem with 
the fame Views, ^ For^ fays He, our Ckrtver* 
fation (or, as fome render the Word noAiTiop^, 
our Citizenfliip, the Settlement to which as 
Chriflians we are entitled) is in Heaven \ From 
whence alfo We look for the Saviour, the LoKD 
Jefus Christ : * Who Jhall change our vile 
Body^ that it may be fajhioned like unto Bk 
glorious Body ; according to the mighty Work^ 
ing, whereby He is able even tofubdue allTbmgs 
unto Himfelf. After which He direSlly fub* 
joins the Exhortation before us, addrefied in 
Terms fo ^endearing, and breathing a Spirit of 
fo much Tendernefs and AffedHon^ as can only 
htfelt, not defcribed or illuftrated. 

My Text, You fee, is an immediate Inferenci 
from Three great Dodrines of Chriftianity,— 
The Redemption of Mankind by the Death of 
Christ : — The Power of His RefurreSlion : 

a Phil.III.li. b Ibid. 13, 14. q IbU. 17. d Ibid«20« 
t Ibid. 21. if Chap. IV. I. 

^And 
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*=;*- And cfpccially , the ExpeBation thence arjfing 
to good Cbrijlians of a joyful Change of their 
frail and mortal Bodies into a Conformity with 
lEm in Blifs and Olory : Docarines of fiich un- 
fpeakable Moment^ that, for the m6re folemn 
Gontfihplation of them, the Wifdom of our 
Church annually fcts apart a particular Seqfoh ; 
-to which We of this Place have lately been 
.paying ^ difiinguifhed Regard.- And, as I may 
well fuppofe.the JkW5 Proofs oi the Doiflrines 
-to be^ hy this MeanSj now frelh upon Your 
Minds I Yoii will permit me to employ the 
Time> dt prefent allowed us^ in enforcing the 
Conclujion our Apoftle here deduceth from 
.idxtxtL^^TCherefore^ my Brethren^ dearly beloved 
^nd knged for^ my Joy and Crown i So Jiand 
fafi in the Lord^ my dearly Beloved. 

To ftandfaji in the Lord is, I conceive, to 
be fteady and unfliaken in profcffing the Faith 
and praftififtg the Duties of that Religion^ of 
whidb our Lord yvas the Author. * TfyeEne^ 
mes of the Crofs o/' Christ, againft whofc 
Examples .and Inlinuations St. Paul feems 
here principally guarding his Philippidn Con- 
verts, were probably fuch as, irova fenfual and 
earthfy'-minded Motives, endeavoured to carry 
them back to the Obfervances of the Mofaick 
Inltitution. The Caution, however, in the 

,a Compare PkU. HI. 3—7. with i8. 
Vol. 2, L. Reafon 
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Reajbn of it. reaches to ^1 other Caies of like 
Danger. Sfeadfaftnefs in our Holy Religion 
may (Ull be properly recommended in Oppo- 
iition to any Attempts to draw Men off from 
the Profeffion, or to weaken the Influences of 
It; whether made under a Pretence of provi- 
ding fufficiently for their Juft^ation and Sali- 
vation under the Elements cfjudaifm^ or un- 
der a yet more imperfeSl Difpen£ition, that of 
tmajified Nature. And You need not be tdd, 
how many Attempts have, in this Age of Jflf- 
finement both in Thinking and Livings been 
made among us in this latter Way. What the 
Succefs of fuch Attempts niay have been, it is 
not perhaps eafy to fay with any Exa&nefi. 
The Number oi fettled Dijbelievers of the Gof 
pel'Revelation is probably not near So confider- 
able as the Noife and Confidence of vain Talk- 
ers againft It would tempt one to imagine* 
But if, from hearing the Credit of Revealed 
Religion boldly queflioned^ They, who will not 
be at the Pains of examining the Merit of Its 
Pretenfions, begin to coniider it as a Point 
realfy doubtful i or if, from being flattered in- 
to an high Conceit of their own Underfiand- 
ings. Men have too generally contracted low 
Notions of t&e Light of the Gofpel, as of 
Something, which, if it may with no great 
Trouble be retained, may however without 

much 
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ttiuch Lofs he at any Time parted with : --^ 
The Work of Infidelity mail: be$ i;i a grea^ 
Meaiiire> done« And I wiih the Tinges w^ 
iive in gave lefs Caufe to ob^srve, that fome 
of the worft Purpoies of Infiidqlity kfdf nuy 
be as efie!tually ferved by Men's Indifference 
about our Holy Religion^ as by their Apofiafy 
from It. 

I ihalt theiaefore^ in the following Difcourfe^ 
apply the Exhortation in my Text to the re* 
oommending of Steadfajhefs in our CbriJHan 
Frrfiffion. And, in order to do this more 
agreeably to the Defign of the infpired Au- 
thor, and more fuitably to the Meditations in 
which we have lately been engaged, I would 
endeavour to reprefent to You, 

I. The Excellency ofCbrtftian Knoipledge in 
regard to the Doctrines oi Redemption and 
a Future State. And, . 

II. The Influence this .Confideration ought 
to have toward engaging us tojiandfafi 
in the Lord. 

I. That the Two great Articles, of Man*s 
tLukmption by the Deatb of Chrut, and qf 
the ProfpeA of, a happy Immortality opened to 
aH good Christians by His. Rejkrr0ion from 
the Deadp are true^ Ttqay be allowed on this 

La Occafon 
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Oceafion to ^ake for granted. . Aik1» fuppoftig 
i^hetf^ Ddd:rkies tofbe true, Thep arc oertaiik* 
ly Truths, Coricdrning which it muft .be o£ ifaf 
utftf^Ji C^nfequence to us all/ ta have 'fomt 
ctear Difcovctyy fome well-^gmuflded AfliU' 
ranee. Let us •then enquire, as diftiii(^-as 
our prefent Situation will permit us to en- 
q^uire. What Aflurances we could otherwife 
hive obtained, what Difcovoies we could pro- 
bably have made, in thefe Particulars,^ witb^ 
out 'tYiW Knowledge of Christ Jtfus\ and 
we (hall, I believe, want no farther lUuflra^ 
tion of its Excellency or Importance. 

To begin with the Former. — The Advd<* 
cates for ^t, Sufficiency tf tbi Light (f N^turt 
will, I fuppofe' allow, that It is abk to dii^ 
cover %o Mankind a Law^ fufficient to oblige^ 
and, if tranfgrefled, to condemn > The Coiife- 
quence of which Condemnation muft be the 
Difpleafure of the Lawgiver, with fome fucb 
JEffi^s. of.^k as may properly vindicate, the 
Honour of FJij Law, ^ud /uj>port His Autho- 
rity. — If now any one ampi^g the 5,ons of 
Men can think himfelf abfolutely without Sin 
againft this Law, he may confifl:cntly.r«fetii6/V 
Caufe to Its D€ci£k)n^. JBut, aksK the hcj^"^ 
'tis muft find himfelf, in fome Inflauce^.of 
other, condemned by It. And, ** how Ithcjfimt 
** Law that condemns ihould alio ac'quff u^" 

They. 
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^l^y^ who would pei^uade<us toila^d or fali 
by Its SentencCy muibbe concorn^^o explamr* 
Thus much^ indeed. They. ihoUld^ do^ frer 
i^iou/ly to any of thek Arguments ;for ^Futuri: 
State : BecauSc^ other wife, the more con vin^ 
cing Thofe Arguments^^ might be, the lefs com- 
fortable muft be our Profpedlj unlefs They 
could alfo Remove our Fearsi left That State 
ifadqld prove a State of Pam and. Torment, la-: 
ftead of Eqfe and Enjoyment to us. — ThiSv 
Point therefore niay dcferveto be a little far*** 
ther cbnfidercd. 

Now, upon a View of the Cafe juft fup- 
pofed, there arife fuch Queftions as Tbefe: — \ 
** Is it pojjible for Guilty Man to recover the; 
•^ Divine Favour, or even to efcape the Effeds 
*' of Divine Difpleafurc, by Any,yiczns ?", — r 
And, if by Any, " By what Meaps V!rr-^^at^> 
thonijaiti tbeAnfwer of Rpafen tp.thqfe En-: 
quiries? .. 

^* Whether the Lord of the JJnherfe would 
^^on ia;iy Terms admitHis rel^eljious Creatures, 
*f .to Favour ?" feems a Qucftioij, towards the, 
Salution whereof NiitHre, cpul^ pc^bably l\aye. 
gone but a little Way ; perhaps no farther] than^ 
tguli^w afked anothet, '^ • WH.omifAk W^^'' 
** tber God may not turn aimyfroni His y^«- 
^* ger^ that iwe perj^n9i?X^rnT^\i^ tberj$ is 

r»- Foregive-^ 
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P^gh^fs with God, we leahi from cur hi* 
ftfncy ; and, not confcious when ^mzjirfl imbBed 
this comfortable Notion, we are apt to confi** 
der it as born wtB us^ But from tbi Begm^ 
ning it noas not Jo. In the Behaviour of die 
^Firft i^ranfgrejfors we difcover no fuch Con- 
fidence, or ^ven Hopes, of Reconciliation : 
foftead of making any Overtures to their of- 
[ fended Creator, we find them attempting to 
bide tbemfehoesfrom His Prefence^ as in Dread 
of approadiing It. And if, ftoxa wfaaievet 
Caufe, more encouraging Sentinients of God's 
Mercy are become familiar to ns their De- 
fcendants ; if we, wbolly attending to an At- 
tribute we fo much ftand in Need of, leafily 
refolve all our Doubts on tht favourable Side { 
Yet, furely. Right Reafon would teach us t6 
confider Mercy in an All-perfitSi Bieing^ not at 
a blmd, undireSedf AfFedion, but as regular** 
ly condufted by His Wifdom \ and would re*- 
ftrain us from pronouncing, Wbat Divine Wif-- 
dom mujl diredl, in the Cafe before us, 'tiJl 
6ur finite Capacities ihould fully comprehend 
all Thofe Views, from whence infinitt Wijdom 
may take Its Meaflires.^ 

Be it, however, for the prefent jupfofed^ 
not only that CrOD is willing to be reconcfled 
to Sinners, but that Tbis is one of thofe Par- 

a Gen. in. )i to. 

ticular^ 
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ticttlats^ which, without any Declaration frorh 
Himfelf, may be known of God: Still it would 
remain to be refolded, Jbowy or in what Way^ 
fttch Rteonciliaticm Should, on Man's Part^ 
be attempted. For, that (otac /pecial A&- 
tbodQiow\6, be attempted, ^hat Some^iingpar^ 
ticular fhould be done, for that Purpofe, could^ 
I fuppofe, admit of no Doubt Reafon, fure- 
ly, mufl without Hefitation pronounce, that 
a Moral Governour of Intelligent Agents will 
make io much Diftindtion at leaft between 
thoie who have obferved, and thofe who have 
trarifgreflled. His Laws, as not immediately to 
treat Both upon tlit fame Terms, or to admit 
the Latter to ihtfame Favour with the For* 
mer. To prefun;ie that <f bare Cejfation froni 
Doing Evil muft^rg/^;!/^ remove all the jCon- 
feqiiences of Evil Done^ is to confound, and 
£> to xkftroy, the Notions of Innocence and 
Guilt with regard to pajl Anions, that is, a$ 
to the Point now before us, with regard to 
all Adlions whatfoever. — A Condufibn, with 
which I Would hope every conjidering Perfoft 
may be fafely triifted; at leaf): till the Patrons 
of Infidelity fhall think proper more direSily 
to avow and defend it. 

Wherewith thcnjball the Sinner come before 
the LoRp ? The Anfwer^ I fuppofe, muil be^ 

either. 
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cither. With fome cojily Oblation ; or. With 
Repentance and Amendment of Life. , 

As to the Former : If perhaps wc might, 
in the Midft of our Uncertainties, conjefturer 
thzt fome Part of our Subjiance^ the Fruits of 
the Ground for inftance, would be favourably 
accepted by .Almighty God, as an Acknow- 
ledgment of our Dependence upon Him, both 
for the Acquilition and the continued Poffef-s 
fion of every Thing we have ; Yet, even bere^i, 
'tis obvious to obferve, 'that eveiy Argument 
for the Propriety of fuch an Acknowledgment 
would plead as ftrongly for its Propriety in a 
State of Innocence as in a State of GuHt ; and a 
very little Reflexion would tell us, that- what 
is namore than a proper I'ribute from in irino^ 
cent Crt2itmc can never be ^fujkieht Attone- 
ment for a guilty one. But as to thofe Obla- 
tions, which have ufually been accounted 'the 
moft properly Expiatory, thofe I mean, where 
Blood is fhed and Life taken away ; perhaps 
we could not certainly know, that thcfe arc 
{o much as lawful; and 'tis plain, whilft there 
remained any Doubt that fuch Sacrifices 9^^k 
encreafe, there could be no Aflurance that 
they would remove, our Guilt. However This 
be, there appears no natural Connection be- 
tween • Shedding tb& Blood of Bulls'or of^ldaft 

aHcb. X.4. 

and 
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find the TCaking mxiay .of Sin. Reqfon might 
indeed inform an Heathen^ that the Lord of 
the Ujiiverfe is at hiberty to aitfie;i His Fa-»^ 
yours to what Ohfervances He pleafeth ; and 
Revelation informs us CbriJiianSf ^hat for wife: 
pnds He once, ^/i/. annex His Favour tofuQh. 
Obfervanccs as we are hejre fpealyng of. But,, 
witbqut iomt^fnohjpecialuippointmenty ifiR^a-- 
fbahad ever thought of. It could hardly.hav^ 
placed any Confidence, in, fucb a Method of . 
propitiating a ]u& and Holy Gop, ' as could 
neither make a Rccompence to the Party of* 
fendedy' nor purge the Conjcience of the Of-. 
fender. : 

V Should /i6/> Expedient then be quitted, a^ 
indeed it generally is, with Cohf empt endugh^ 
by odr late Matters of Reafon, (though, by the 
way, their Fore-Fathers of old feemed not a-» 
ware of any fuch Impropriety in it :) Should 
Recoxirfe be had to the other IVIefhod, that 
oi Repentance znA Amendment I This, we rea- 
dily own, is in the Accounts of Right Rea- 
fon, the moft phnii/ing Method .for recovering 
the IDivine Favours and We Cbrifiians. are 
taujht to exped infallible Siiccefs in. the Ufeof 
it. .But, when once we fctafide tbe Covenant f 
ofPromifCf all Aflurances, even froth ibis Efc-^ 
jfrff/f>«/, vanifh, and feveral material Difficulties 
prefently offer themfelves to a thoughtful Mind. 
' . ' Repen-^ 
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Repentance itfelf is, in a State of inert ATf 
twrCf no fuch eafy Thing a$ is too often ima- 
gined. St. FmI reprefents Perfbns under the 
Dominion of Sm as being, in general, * wlh^ 
out Strength^ unable to go through with, (^ fo 
much as to attempt, their own Reformatioa; 
and as being, in hiany Inftances, ^ pu^ Feel* 
Mgj infenfibie of Danger, and in CoarCc, re- 
gardlefs of any Means of avoiding it : And, 
the more we confider this Matter, the more 
Jtfft iuch Reprefentations will appear to be. It 
£eems eafy in Theory, and to thoie who only 
tali of it, to ""ceaje to do EviU and to do th 
contrary: But in Faft theCafe is quite other- 
wife. Sin is, both naturally and judicially, of 
an infiEituating Tendency. Even ^z Jingle AQt 
of it are, we fee, generally palliated, not iel- 
dom juftified, inftead of being confefiied and 
lamented. But, where Sin is become habkud 
and almoft conftitutional, to Repent is to be- 
come, in a more than figurative Senie, a new 
Creature: 'Tis to have a Change wrought in 
the wi>ole Frame of the Soul: 'Tis, in regard 
to our frills^ to have a Tendency to Evil re- 
moved, and (which is more) fucceeded by a 
Tendency to Good : 'Tis to have the Taftc 
and Relifli of our AffeSions intirely akeDed, 
4md (in the fignificant Language of the Apof^ 

a Rom. y^6. b Eph. IV. 19. c tindsl* 

tie) 



* Motive to SieadfaflJiefs. tji 

tie.) to • bt renewed irl the Spirit 4^ our Mind. 
And, *^ how our AffeSlions fhould, themfehesr 
*^ hegin^i% Renovation ;" Or, ^^ how our Wills 
•^lljould be the Firfi Movers towards That 
'* Goodf from which they arc, by the Suppo- 
•' fitioiit habitually averfe : Arc Problems not 
caiily refolvablc by the Natural Man. 
. Let uSt, however, fuppofe this Obdrudion, 
great as it is> to be happily removed : Yet 
i^at Security can mere Nature give, that Re^ 
pentancef where real, fhall alio be lajiingf 
Or* what mufl be done in Cafe of a Relapfet 
It will be be faid, and that is indeed the Beft 
that can be faid, ** Repentance muft be re- 
^* peatedy But, what Affurance can we have, 
that our Pardon will be renewed as oft a$ our 
Eackjlidings are multiplyed? Will a God of 
Purity and Holincfs fuflFcr His Creatures to go 
on in a Round of Sinning and Repenting and 
SinniiKg again 5 ftill receiving them into Fa^* 
vouriEipon rwry^r^ Aj^lication to His Mer- 
cy? This* furely, is a Queftion, to which 
Rea/bn Itjelf% whtlft unacquainted with any 
Jlanding' Vindication of the Honour of God's 
LaWt rtuft give a Negative Anfwer. To 
give it any other Anfwer, would be to afcribc 
to tbf Ju^ge of all the Earth fuch a Kind of 

Mercy 



172 The Excellence cf Chrifiianity 

MerCy as we flioiild call Weaknefi at leaft in 
a Man like Ourfelves. 

That therefore wc may pat the Cafe as/i-. 
vourably for the Penitent zs is poflibleV We 
will fuppofe the Difficulties of Repehtiacelo 
be furmounted, and the fubfequent Refomia-^ 
tion to be in the main unifirm and laftihg. 
Yet what does Vw;^ Tbts amount to? Why, 
to Sorrow for what is paft, and better Con^ 
duSi for the Future. Now a Man's Sorrow 
for having done Wrong will not, I fuppofe, of 
itfelf undo all the Wrong he has done. And 
as to any fucceeding Good Behaviour i 7'iis 
would have been his Duty had he never of^ 
fended. But, can the Performance only of this 
Days TCaJk difcharge an Arrear contraded by 
many paji Failures ? Can his Beginning, to Jo 
That Now^ which he ought to have alpays 
been doing, prefently put him in the fame Sir 
tuation as if he always had been doing 1 it? 
Or (to bring the Suppofition nearer to Fad) 
Can the Payment of fuch an Obedience as at 
h^ik falls Jbort oi anfwering X^tprefentJitr 
mands of Duty, have Merit fufficient to.«tt»i^- 
tlp^ not only its own but all former Deficien-^ 
cies, and (which is yet more) to ccunteria* 
lance the Guilt of mzny ^Slual Violations of 
the Divine Law ? — All This indeed the Ad- 
verfaries of Revealed Religion generally think 

fit 
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htXx^jfikefor Granted. ^But, furcly^ it would 
be no Difadvantage to their Caufc, were fiich 
Prefumptions lefs neceilary to fupport It. 

..After aU: The* ^^ the Sinner can 

at any Timi? refplyc upon i^, to Repent and 
jlsnetid/ JC\i\xs mnch.]^ may be allowed 
to dida^te. And, fuppofin^ fuch Repentance 
Jincerer and fuch Amendment lafihig^ though no 
Claim cK>\i\A be made, I, will npt.fay. But that 
fome^ Guejes might be forracd,^;^^ Hopes eftr 
tertained, that a Gracious God would^ in fome 
Way or other, ^/ Length receive him into Fa?- 
vour. The Generality, however, e^eciallyof 
ha^tual Sinners f {h6v\A they at all think of 
reforming themfelycs, would be greatly dif- 
couraged from making an Attempt, of which 
the Difficulties would appear certain^ and the 
Succefs only doubtful. And the Hopes of thofe 
Few (if any fuch fhould be found) who might 
have Courage to engage in, and Strength to 
go through, this arduous Undertaking, muil 
be mightily checked by the jfipprebenjion oi 
i^requent Relapfesj^ and the Confcipufnefs ot 
having ^t hcfi ^obq no more towards a Remo- 
val of their Guilt, than would have been their 
Dutytq liave done, had they neyei; con trifled 

??• .. ^ ^prtf. Wl^^J3f!^<^ fo^y^r might have 
been entertained, The/e (I prefume) muft ge- 
ner^ly have been fo wavering and languid, as 

could 
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could hardly have been of any confiderabk 
Efficacy towards either t\\t^ Reformation or the 
Comfort oi fallen Man4 

For a njobok Aace of fuch Beings then^ and 
among them ourfehes, thus ftting in Dark^ 
nefsy and ' through Fear of Deaths both Tem^ 
poral and Eternal, all our Life-time JiiljeS to 
Bondage^ to be vifited by a Meflenger from 
Heaven, and that no lefs a Perfon than His 
only-begotten Son, fent from the Bo/om of the 
Father, to affure us, — That God is not only 
willing to enter into Terms of Reconciliation 
with us, bnt, when the whole Creation muft 
ftill have been ^/?J7/, has Himfelf provided At 
Allfuffident Ranfom / — That, upon our^/ir- 
cere Repentance^ (which alfb His Affiftance will 
render praSiicable and eafy) We may Now once 
more ** come with Boldnefs to the Throne of 
Grace I — Nay, that ^ if any Man Jin again, 
yet ftill, on the fame equitable Condition, v>t 
have an Advocate with the Father, a Propi^ 
tiation of inexhauftible Efficacy /or otir Sins! 
—Here certainly is ^Jirong Confoldtion^siA En- 
couragement to All Men every where to repent! 
« Thefe are Good Tidings of Great Joy to all 
People I We no longer wonder at, but are 
ready to join in, that moft juft Declaration of 

a Hcb. II, 15. b Ibid. IV. 16. c 1 Job, M. 1, v 
dHcb.VI.iS. eLuk. II.10. 

Saint 
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Saint Vwl^^Tea^ dpuMefi. I count aUTbings 
but Lofs for tb( Epccellency of the Knowledge 
^Christ Jefus^ my Lqrd ; For lehomlji^ 
for the Lofs of all Things, and do count them 
hut Dung, that I may win Christ ; and he 
found in HiM> mt having, that i6» not truft- 
ing to, mine own Righteou/nejs, which is of the 
Law, (that Is, for fo the Apoftle may well bic 
undcrftood to mean, either of Mofes or of Na^ 
turej hut the Right eoufnefs, which is by Faith 
^y^fo^ Christ i even the Righteoufnefs, which 
iAofQQD by Faith? 

Yet, blefled be God ! we need not, and in 
Juflice to His Gofpel we mu/i not, flop here. 
Our Deliverance is indeed great i but the PrO'- 
vifion made for our Future Happinefs is ftiH 
greater :^JVe are begotten again unto a lively 
Hope, through the RefurreSlion of Christ 
from the Dead: Unto an Inheritance incorrupt 
tikle and undefiled, and that fadeth mt away, 
referved in Heaven for us I I may therefore 
now go on to enquire. What Satisfaction we 
could probably have had from Nature upon 
This important Point ; and perhaps we may 
^ndi farther Czxxit to Jiandfajl in the Faith of 
the Gpfoel, and to rejoice in Its Light. 

And here, the Dodlrine of a RefurreSHon 
of the Body muft by no means be left out of 

aPhU.IIL8,9. b iPet.1 3>4- 

our 
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our Enquiries under this Head. But why ih 
I fay, Enquiries y with Velation to this Article? 
which is coflfeffedly fuch as Naturi could give 
jio AJfurante^ fcarce any SuJ^ciam oF: -So far 
othenvife, that, now it is rSvealeJ widi all 
the Evidence, that our LbRo's Refurre^on; 
together with the fullefl Declaration both of 
Himfelf and His Apoftles, cail givcjt^ the 
Patrons of the Self-fiifficiency of Reafbii gt- 
nerally rejedt it as abfurd and irrational. \%lns 
DoBrine therefore wc may have Ijxixsii^ to 
place to the Account of Revelation, lU Ent^ 
mies being the Judges. 

I am iware. They will tell us, *f They (fo 
^* not envy \\s the Credit of fuch a Difcbvcrjrj 
" becaufe the Dodlrine, whatever be detenni<^ 
** ned concerning Its Truth\ can be of Jittk 
" or no Importance'' But, furely, this isjbj^ 
ing much more than They can prove^ Wc 
have in this Life no Experience^ and caft'tlfer^ 
for^e have no Knowledge^ of the Conditiion of 
Pure Spirits : And yet, without fuch Know^ 
ledge, it can be no eafy Matter to deterniine^ 
how far the Happinefs? 6f the compound Bdngf 
Man, or even of that Part of his Compofi- 
tion, which we call Spirit, may depend upoft 
Its being united to, and aftirig in CdnjundioD 
with, the ^ Body. We fay indeed, ^ that the 

a Wifd.IX.is. 

corrupt 
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corriiptiile Body preffeth down the Sou/, and 
clogs it in its Operations : And we fay what 
feyfeiy true. But, when ^T^bis corruptible Jhall 
Aaveput on Ineorruption-, when * what is /own 
m Wiaknefs /hall be raifed in Powers whb can 
t^'bow different thfe Cafe may be ? However, 
Without attempting any Refinements on this 
Subjed^ the Dbdtrine of a RefurreSlion muft, 
to- us Chriftians^ appear important in 6very 
View I fd important, thai St. Paul declares 
aur Fditb vain without It. 'Tis indeed by 
*rhfe we are aflured, that ""tbe Vi5tory which 
C\xt Savioiii: hath giv^ us over Sin and Death 
is compleat, and that the Happinefs He hath 
procured for us will be entire; The Refur- 
region is the great ^Refiitution of allTbings 
in Man, to that Perfeftion, in which he was 
origiAally created. The Ruins of our Nature 
at the Fall are in part repaired by Grace and 
Holinefs here, and will be finally fo by This 
• Redemption ofmr Bodies \ when, in each Part 
of our Compofition, ^ as in Adam All die, even 
fo in Christ Alljhall be made alive. 

However, becaufe Many feem willing (ia 
theory, I mean) to con^der the Mind as eve-^ 
ry ^hing, and the Bodj as Nothing 5 and will 
kccwdingly tell us, 'tis fufficicnt for the Pur- 

a I Cor. XV. 53. b Ibid. 43. c Ibidi XIV. 57. 
a Aa. III. 21. e Rom, VIII. 23. f i Cor. XV. 22. 

- Vol 2. M pofcs 
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pofes of a Future States if convmctog Ei^ 
deuce c^ be produced for the SauFs Jmmor^ 
tality, without regard to Its Uniofi with the 
fame or a d^erent Syftem of Matter^ or ia^ 
deed any Syflem of Matter at all: You will 
permit me to carry on the Enquiry to thif 
Particular alfo. The Immortality ^ the ISpui 
is a Point of 6> great Moment, that I woiU 
not willingly detraiS: from the jt^ Force of 
any Argument in Its Favour. But, whilft tit 
Foun(ktwn of God in the GofytXJianditkfurtk 
this Article is fafe : And the Importance 0^ 
the Dodtrine is, itfelf, one g^xxi Cauic why 
we ihould not needlefsly rdi in uncertain R«k 
^ings about It. 

Now the Natural Prooft of the SqxiVb ha^ 
i3iortality» Thofe of them at kail on which 
^e greateft Strefs has ufually been kid, are {I 
conceive) reducible to tbefe two Heads. ^^ 
Th€ Immaterial Nature of the Soulltfelfi vA 
~- The drcumftances ef Man in this W<ntli 
compared mth our Ideas concerning the hSaker, 
and Governour <f it. 

Upon which h wifl be proper to obie#v^ 
that the Farce o£ Thefe^ or any otb^Mjufp^ 
Proofs of the fame Kind^ may be very di£4^ 
rent according to the different AppUcatiw of 
it. We readily admit, that the ConfideratioAS 
jufl mentipned contaiaST^rr^abuxulantlyittf* 

£dienl^ 
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the/l^fopkaMi iindj fey the Wzy^JhouId tt^ 

mlAd ikdi PelfofiSi thslt, thiSugbt thdy coul^l; 

flieke ^ the Belief of Revealed Religion, Thef 

mke^ ftiH find iSiemfelVes at a lofs for fom* 

JartBer Security figtinik the liiieafy Apprehen* 

fibos bf^a Fututi Rkckoningi But then, the 

fittxie Arguments j when appiied to the Proof 

bif Rewards, fuffer great Abatements 1ft theif 

Evidence^ The Uhcertainty, in which iVi* 

ture muft ever lt2LvefaiUn Man abotit the P^r-' 

W^ of 8in# cannot but be an infuperaUe Bar 

to all m^reiy Natural Vrook of a Happy Im* 

mortality. Our Affiirance of any Reward> ef^' 

pccially of art en£^s dne, for paft Services^ 

camiot poi^bly rife higher than our Affutanc* 

oE 3^orgivenefs for p^ Tranfgreffidns* Wet 

rauft^ in the Order of Things,, firft be accept^ 

edhy God before we can be rewarded t And^ 

ds certain is it| that we muift, every one of 

tid> firft be pardoned before we can be ac'- 

cepted^ 

But, waving this Exception, let us briefly 
enquire, To what Degree of Evidence the Ar^ 
guments here fuggefled may reaibnably be 
thought to amount. 

That we have within us ^Pfindple dijlin& 

^.^^ Matter, is what we may^ b* fdffkiendy 

flfiured of |i>ecaiife>we may hawifiich AfTu- 

Ma ranee 
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ranee as Cmfcioufnefs itCdf can give uSjt Jthat 
we exert fuch Po wers» and perform fuch Ope- 
rations, in mimberleis Inftances, as ^e in- 
compatible with the known Properties of mre 
Matter. But, when we have gone tbusjfir^ 
what have we proved ? No more^ I prefum^ 
than this ; that we have within us^ a Principle 
not liable to be deftroyed by a Sepanaiok^oi 
any Parts of which It is compounded: Which 
amounts indeed to thus much, that our Souls 
cannot perifh after ilatfame Manner ^ and need 
not be fuppofed to perifh at ih^fame ^ime^ 
with our Bodies. But, if we thence conclude, 
that our Souls cannot perifh in any Manner^ 
pr at any Tme, we go farther than our Pre* 
miffes will fairly carry us. In faft, all creat- 
ed Beings^ and among the refl our Souls a^ 
well as our Bodies, depend on their Creator 
for the Continuance, as well as for the £rfl 
Grants of their Exiflence. How long there-* 
fore this Exiflence of our Souls ihall be.con^ 
tinued, muft be known, not from their Na- 
ture, but from His Good Pleafure, ' who onfy 
bath Immortality; and ^ in whom we live^ and 
move, and have our Being. 

Our natural Pre/ages oi Something after 
Death, and our Longings for Immortality, may 
indeed be confidered as Divine Deviations 

»xrun-VLi6. bAa$XVH.2^ 
j^, upon 
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upon 4flipis Point ; efpeciatly iiRce the Facul* 
ties oi *bic human Mind appear fitted for a 
longer Duration zxiA for nobler Purpofes thzxi 
the prefent l/ifc affords them : To which if 
^e add ^x Jeemingly premijcuous Diftribution 
of this World's good Things, and the «umc- 
fX)a8 Inftances of unrewarded, of fuflering. 
Virtue ; l^befe^ confidered jointly with the 
known Attributes of the Deity, plead (Irong- 
iy for fome more regular Adjuftment than is 
to be difcovered in Man's prefent State. And 
ytt, btfore we ceme at any Coadu&on infa^ 
2four of the Beji of mere Men, many Things 
tnuft h^fuppofedy many proved^ upon which 
an attentive ^f ind might be allowed to hefi^ 
tate^ Nor is the Conclofion itfelf, when we 
ure at length arrived at it, any more to be 
compared with the Light which the Gofpel 
holds forth to U6, than pr/ihaUe Ptefumptions 
are wkh infallible Ajfurances % or than an in^ 
de^ite^ and it may be vtvy/hoi^tj Enjoyment 
of fome Degree of Happinefs is ivorthy to be 
compared with * an Exceeding and Eternal 
Weight of Glory, 

The Refult is bri^y This. ^^ The Reality 
tJf fome Future St^c of Rewar4s and Punip-^ 
mentsy efpecially the loiter^ may be made ex- 
jireraely probable, if aot 4cmorifbatively cer- 

tain^ 
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tain, from Principles of R^ajbn. But 9t to tiw 
IJature or the Dfiratm of fuch A State^ Rea<» 
ion muA fland ^lent and fu^end^d^ Uft^ung 
for iome farther Infprmation- And, if fuqh lA* 
foroiatiQn ha$ been vouchfafeds Reafod ihould 
receive it with Reverence and Thafikfalriefs) 
^ not as being t&e JVord of Man^ but (As it u 
in Truth) the Word a/Gou. , 

I am fenfible^ it is ofteq preCuip^d hj Wi& 
l^nfl Qood Mtni that the Immortality of thi 
Human Soul is d^monflfable by Rt^on^ Aad 
£q. it iS| by xh^ Reajbn (f Cbriftiansi h^ Rm> 
fpB improve^ and enlightened by RevektUon^ 
l^ift J^verlqfUng is an Article, the Evidence 
s^ehereof fliincs forth in every Page of tfat 
Go(pel i and whilft we Chrijiians employ mf 
Reaibn in the InvefUgation of Its Prop&i m% 
are like Travellers, not only in broad Dajf^ 
light, but upon a Rqad with which we hav^ 
Ificn long acquainted. But, were we vvhoUy 
Strangers to this good Land of Promife^ w« 
ihould foon be feniible.how much we ^anti4 
a Guidt, We cQuld then only ^ feel after y if 
haply m^e might fnd, that * Hope^ ^ich is no5*| 
in full Yxtyjifet befyre us. Thofe Arguoaehta 
which, iq oqr prefent Situation^ appear plain 
and eonvincin^^ would then be perplexed with 
£>oubts and clog^d with Difficulties : They 

g 1 THeir. }l. 1 5. 1^ Afte; XVn 17. c Hcb. VI. 18. 

woulcj 
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would want much of that Clearnefs and Cer- 
tainty^ which, as we flatter ourfelvet, our own 
Pesetrationt bnt which^ ia Realityt the Light 
cfthe OhrioMs Gojpfh gi^es them^ 

Were the Cafe other wiie, wbenfii ali that 
DifHdence, which betrays itfelf on this Head, 
in the Writings of the fo much and fo juft- 
ly celebrated Sages of die Heathen World? 
Many of thefe, we know, wanted not Incli- 
matian^ nor (had the Thing been pradicable) 
^^ikiHties^ to efiaiUfh the Dodrine by fuch Ar- 
gumeAts 9% thofe already confidered. And what 
was^ the RdTvlt of their Attempts |his Way ? 
A D#mi/ of the Article in too mafry^ Mifgiv* 
lugs and i>^n{^ about it in tf// /i6f r^. The 
VUgar indeed^ whether from Nature or Tra- 
^tioiif.feem generally to have expected Some-^ 
thmg after Death. And as to the Better Sort, 
die Rewards, they wifhed rather than hoped 
for, ferved them tol«-abIy well to famifh out 
4fgreea6k Incidents and £mbelli(hments for 
their Poems, or refined Sentiments for thehr 
Speculations in Pbilofopby. But, all this while^ 
there were yifibly wanting fome more power^ 
ful Supports for Virtue j fome more awakening 
Motives to Reformation for the World in ge- 
nerals and fome more fixed Principles of Ac- 
tion, for the Philofophers thcmfclvcs. They 

waited 
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wanted that ^faithful Sayings that Prctmt/e 
which Godlinefs bath of a Life to come, as well 
as of That which Now is: A Promife, which 
alone could beget in them any well-grounded 
AiTurance^ or fuch ^ an Hope, as would be to 
thenj an Anchor of the Saul 9 both fure and 
Jieadfajl. 

And, after all, were the merely Naturd 
proofs of a Happy. Immortality more indubir 
tably concluiive than they appear to be; yet, 
in every Argument of this Kind the Qonclufon 
is too difianty and the intermediate Steps too 
laborious and intricate^ to be attempted by the 
greateft fart of Mankind, or to be with Eafc 
gope through by Any. And, even among the 
thinking Few, the Procefs is, in this Mcr 
thod, fo long, that the true Ufe of the Ctifqui- 
fition is too often dropt ly the Way. The. 
(ibJlraSled Reafoner, in this Cafe ( to borrow 
5t. James*^ Coniparifon ) "" is like unto a Man 
beholding his Natural Face in a Glafs: Hp 
pontemplates with much Complacence thofe 
Arguments which he confiders as 'RefieSiums 
from his own Mind. ]But then, this felfr 
'{Drought Conyidion too frequently ferves him 
for OJientation rather than Improvement. * He 
beholdetb bimfelf, an^ goetk hi^ Wc^yy an4 

a 1 Tim. IV. 8, 9. Ij Heb. Yh 19. ' C Jam*. 1. 23. 

jl Ibid. 24« 

Jiraighh 
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firaigfitvjty^ fargettetb-what Mdmer vf Man 
be was. . v - . 

^ Whereas the * WordyfGoD is^ in this Par- 
ticular. ,eip£cially> quick and powerful. Here 
the Evidence is fbort and clear> full and de^ 
cifive : An Evidence cafy and level tp all Ca* 
papities j ready and applicable to ?11 Exigen* 
cies. After our Lord's Refurredtion at leail, 
it cannot now be ^ thought a Thing incredible 
fbat God Jhould raife the Dead: And, that 
He finally wiU do fo, we can no longer doubt, 
iincc He, "" who bath the Keys of Hell and of 
Death hoiS affured us, th^t ^ \4ll f hat are in 
their Graves Jhall bear Mis Foice andjbqll eiome 
forth: They^ that have dpne Good^ to the Re-^ 
furreSion of Lifei and They 9 that have done 
Evili to the Refurre^ion of Damnation I The 
Pefcription, which our * Judge Himfelf (the 
fame Almighty Perfon) has given of the aw^ 
ful CircuntftanceSf and the important Confer 
quencesp of that Univerfal Judgment which 
will then be opened, carries in it fuch awa* 
kening Confiderations as mere Nature was an 
entire Stranger to. And accordingly, do but 
(Compare the mojl laboured Paffages of the moft 
admired Heathen Writers with the ordinary 
Language and Sentiments of the New Tejia-^ 

a Hcb.iy.22 b Aa*XXVI 8. . c Rcv/l.i8. 

^ Jok. V. 284 29^. c Matt. XXV. 3 1 — 40. 
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ment ; and Tou will want no furtber Piobf of 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ 
Jejiut or of the Propriety of tcjpedknfar^ 
Deafb M ^ aMipjedf and Life and Ltmortalitj 
«s brought to Light iy the GoJ^L 

II. We may therefore now go on to coofi« 
der» What Influence the foregoing Re- 
fledtions ought to have towards engaging 
us Xo ftand faft in the Lord. 

Now this Influence muft not be here miv 
derftood as exclufive of, but as fr^i^f^mgi 
the Belief of the Truth of Chriftianity opftt^ 
Its proper Evidence. We propofe not the grtt 
cious Offers, the precuks PromiJes% of llis 
Goipel as the onfy Reqfons Men ibould han. 
for their Adherence to It. We invite dlPcr- 
fyM, according to their Abilities and Oppot^ 
tunities^ to confider carefully and CQ<ifci6B« 
tioufly the proper Proofs of our Hoij Rtii* 
giod> that refulting from our Lord's Rejwrrec'^ 
tion in particular ; that ^ Knowing whom, and 
upcm what Grounds, They have believed^ Thejr 
may at once, themfelves, ^ have Boldnefs in the 
Faiths 'and may be ready to give an Anfwer^ 
vrhenfbevtr called upon for ^ the Reajbns (ftbe 
Hope that is in them. -— But^ if ax^ there be» 

a 2 Tim* I. lo. b Comp. zTim.l.iz. c iTiau IH^iJ* 
d iPct. III. 15. ' '. 

who, 
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vrho^ withoot regarding^ the dire£t Proofs of 
ileVeded ReligkM, confider it as fcsirce of Im« 
pOitaiKic enough tb be fteadily n;iaintained or 
forneftfy conUn^df&r ; if any, whq are ready 
td ftffffcf DemMftraMH fof It f o bd hotoe down 
by cdnfident AJfertionf^ or even feeming JD)^- 
ftt/i^^^^ agaioft It I To fuch Perfons this Word 
ff Exhortation n^ay properly be direded. 

Aiid furely, fuch an Exhortation need not 
now be drawn otit into any great Length. If 
what has been alrmdy offered be frue^ th« 
Stetdfaftiiefii to which You are here exhort^ 
ed^ $sn<a a ^oain Thntg i for it is Tour Lifei 
'Tit that, on which Your Security with re- 
gard to et^ery Intereft Worth fecuring entirely 
ikpmis. WhilftVou adhere taYourChrif^ 
tiah Ptt)fei9SK>n, the Way to the Divine Fa- 
vour^ and to a happy Imnidftality, lies plaiti 
before You. Btit, if once You draw backi 
Darknefs and Perplexity^ or (in the Language 
of the Prophet ) • Fear arid the Pit and thS 
Snare are the inevitable Confequence. And 
arc Thefe become fo defirablc, that You 
fl)OQld» ibr the Sake of them, ^caft away Tour 
^tmfidencti nvbicb hath Jo great a Recompence 
of Renvardl 

It is perhaps fcaite polRHe for us Chri/iians 
%Q tal^e a juft Efiimate of thofe Advantages^ 

from 
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from the Want of which a happy Education 
lias hitherto exempted us. But — ^Bleffed an 
cur Eyes, for ^bey fee^ nnd our Ears, for Tbej 
hear ! For verily. I fay unto Tbu, Many rigb^ 
teous Men in former Ages have deftred to fie 
tbofe Things which we fee ^ and have not feen 
ti)em^ and to hear thofe T'hings wlncb we bear^ 
and have not heard them! Even the ^ Prophets^ 
Perfons favoured with extraotdinary Commu- 
nications of the Spirit of God, after enquiring 
«nd fearcbing diligently, could obtain only a 
diftant and indiJiinSi View of that Salvation^ 
which is preached in our Synagogues ev£rySabr 
iatb-Day. Nay the very * Angels, we arc told, 
defire to look into that ftupendous Myfteiy of 
our Redemption, that ineftiniable'^ Provifioii 
made for us in a future State, ' which Eye bad 
tfot feeny nor Ear beard, nor bad entered into 
the Heart of Man, till GpD was pkafed t<^ re^ 
veal them to us by His Spirit ! -^ And is it poCp 
fible, that we fhould entertain with Coldnefs 
or IndiiFereijce fuch dijiinguijhing Privileges! 
that we fhould in^ any Dcgjree * negle£ijh great 
Salvation ! that we (hould he ready and even 
forward* on Account of a few feemingly ^bard 
Sayings, to take Leave of a Religion, which 
alone bath the Words of Eternal Life. — Sju- 

a Matt. XIII. 1 6, 1 7. b i Pet. J. xo. c ISAiL it. 

A J Cor. II. 9, 10 c H*. II. 3. f Joi.yi. 60, 68. 

piditf 
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piditj^ or MadnefS. would hardly be thought 
Terms ftrong veoough to exprefs the Nature 
of fuch a ConduS in Tempord Concerns. Let 
not then the fame Proceeding, in an Affair^ 
the Importance of Ivhich i^ out of the Reach 
of aU Comparifon^ be af£s£ted as a Mark of 
/uperiqur Genius or extraordinary Penetration 
in thinking.. 

Let us aik the Seducer^ fhould any fucH 
attempt xofpoil us of our Reward by drawing 
us off from that Profeflion^ which alone g^ves 
us. any well-grounded Expectations of It, 
*^ What Security we are to have of the P^r^ 
V don of our Sins ?'' And " What Provifion is 
*« made for our Final Happinefs, upon bis 
** Scheme ?" Tbefe are Particulars, about which 
we may be fufficiently fecure, whilft we con- 
tinue where we are; and we have been ufcd 
to think them of fp great Moment^ that he 
mujl excufe us if we infift on having fome very 
valuable ConJiderationSf before we confent to 
any Removal which may endanger them. Ho 
will promife us Liberty, from the Impofitiohs 
of Priefts, from the Bondage of Superftitiorif 
periiaps (if he vouchfafe to fpeak out) from 
the Reftraints oi All Religion. But, without 
examining, howjujily thefe Grievances are at 
prefent complained of amgngji us; what will 
all this Liberty he fo much talks of, nay 

wbat 
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may» notwithftat^diog, lofenmro'stfn SMlit^ 
Of, wAat will bi give us in EMbang* frt^tk 
^auJf ; . 

Thus far an Apofiacy frtmi ottr ChdyHbM 
Profeilion has been confider^das cutting mii^ 
from the Privileges of It. And yet, eVtffiTA^V 
is not AIL ^-^ It concerns us to remionbcr ObA 
\ Our Unbdief will by no MeoAS rmdi^ thi 
Faith of God without Efe&. The Oo(^ 
will not be the lefs true for our RettoUfiCUg 
the Profefiibn of It : And if Its gracioQS Of« 
ferscannot^t;^! They will mojft certainly i$n^ 
demn us. Our Bleffed Lord d«:lared taf Ad 
Jews more than once, that ""His Coming tf- 
mong them^ with iiich Atteftatiofis to His Au- 
thoriti^ as He brought, had left th«m nodoai 
for their Sin in reje<Sling Him and His Dex- 
trine. Yet Tiiey had many alienating PleaSi 
to which We have no Title i whilft We eft- 
joy many corroborating Proofs of the DlvM* 
ty of His MifEon^ which They had not* ^Of 
bow much fofer Punijhment theft, JiipprfeTef 
ihould we be thought worthy 9 iff aftw We 
have from oar Infancy tq/ied the Good M^ord 
of Cod f and the Powers of the World to come% 
any among iix% Jhould fall away ! —But I for* 

a Matt. XVI. 26- b Rom. IH. 3. c Joh. XV. %i^ 
^, &c. d Comp. Heb. X. 26. with, Cbap. VI. $> 6. 

bear: 



liear : AiSiuing mj^iidf, A4I of as here prdfent 
arc^readytocryotttiiridi united Voicei ^*^W€ 
^^ are mt cf tbem that drav9 back'unto JPerM^ 
^^ twrh btit of them that believe to the Saving 

^(gfibeSouir : 

' I. am ienfible how long You have ^itttdf 
been iietained. Yet our Refiedioos on the 
QJ^ous Advantages of the GoQ^d Reydatioa 
muft not be eonckided without fi>me ihoft 
R^QoikiftiDn of die peculiar Motives fi^gefted 
to us % the Dodrities we have been coMder« 
mg^ not only to boldfajl the Fr<fefficn of our 
Fmth wtbout Wuverings but to adorn \X wkb 
« iaitdble Holinefs in all Manner of Converfa^ . 
tion.. 

How fordbly^ £ot inftance, xnuflr tie Lwe 

. {^ C&fiisT, in Dying for our Redemption^\ 

^amftruiinus to devote ourielves Md all our 

Faculti^ fo Hi9 Service f Becat^fe (as St. Paid 

ai;gtres) We muft thus judge ; that ^ one died 

fitjiil, then HxiereMdeadi and that Ue died 

/ar,jtiiytMat Tbiy^ who &iw ihe, fimdd nof< 

bencifortb Uvetmto themfehesy bur unto Hintf 

W# died for them and rofe again. And, whefi 

to tfaie Greatnefs of the Deliverance we iadd 

the Value of the Banfom paid fer h s refltdt^ 

ing, with Si. Peter ^ that "" we were not re^ 

deemed wifb corruptible Things as Silver and 

a HcB. X. 39. \y z Cter. V. 14, 15. o x Pet 1. 18, 19. 

Gold, 
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I 

Chldp but ftitb the ptemus BlofjiiofCvL^\n\ 
cs bf a-^Lamb nioitbout', BUmiJbumd, nrntbrnt 
Spot iyrhzt\Etitt^ ddes this give to His pre- 
ceding Exhortation^ to ^ be Jbofy as He ilbbi 
bath called us is boly ! Elpccially^ iidce it was 
one great End for which ** Christ gave Em-' 
felffor usf tbat He migbt tedeem us fromaSi 
Iniquity^ and purify unto Himfelf a peculiwt 
People^ zealous of Good Works! ■ . 

Again: To refledi:, that ^He^ wboraifed^ 
Christ from tbe Dead^ JBall alfo qtdckenj^ur 
Mortal Bodies by His Spirit , wbicb dwdletbin 
usi What an Argument is This againft prth 
faning Thefc temples of tbe Holy Gboji by. any 
Excefs or Impurity ! What an Incitement to 
^ every one to poffefs bis VeJfeLin SanSifiedtion 
and Honour ! How muft the exalted Nature 
of Thofe Enjoyments, which we are taught 
to expedt hereafter^ confiiling in being. 'iiie 
God Himfelf and feeing Him as He is^ engage 
every Man tbat batb Tbis Hope in bim, to.pu^ 
rify bimfelf even as He is pure I What a[.^lo* 
rious Encouragement, to be not only ^fiead-* 
fafi and unmoveable^ but always abounding in 
tbe Work of tbe Lord, muft it be to kflirwt 
as we Chriftians do know, that our Labenff 

a I Pet. I. ij. b Tit. 11. 14. c Rom. VIIL it. 

d I Thcff. IV. 4. e I Joh. III. 2, 3. f i Cor. XV. 58. 

ihall, 
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ihally in no Kind or Degree of it, be unre- 
warded or in vain in the Lord ! 

Thefe Confiderations, with .many oth(5rs 
which Chriftianity fuggefts, might be dwelt 
upon with more Pleafure, did but the Lhes 
of All who profefs to believe them fulfil our 
yoy. But the Motives of the Gofpel, though 
not fo ineffeSlual as fome would reprefcnt them, 
were never intended to change our Natures : 
hsihtjfind us, fo they leave us, Men j and 
fo long as wc are but Men, it will be more 
than poffible for us to receive even this mani- 
jold Grace of God in vain. • — Sometimes, na 
doubt, the Scriptural Notices of a Future 
State meet with unbelieving^ and therefore un-- 
ij^^^tf^, unimproved Hearts. More frequent- 
ly. Men's Belief is general only and hiflorical; 
fuch as we entertain of fome difiant Country, 
of which we have heard the Fame with our 
Ears,' and concerning vrhich many Excellent 
Things arefpoken ; but in the Accounts where- 
of, becaufe it is diftant, we are willing to 
think ourfelves, at leaft for the prefentj but 
remotefy interejled. Or if (which is perhaps 
the 97^ common Gafe of all) we ferioufly be- 
lieve, and are at fome Intervals heartily afFeftr 
ed with, what we hear of another World ; yet 
Amufement, Divcrfion, Company, what wd 
call Bufinefs, in fhort, fomething or other, 
Vol.2. N conti- 
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continually comes in our Way» and takes off 
our Attention from Thofe Truthsr of which 
we are all the while habitually perfuaded : And 
*tis no wonder, that Temptations whtvk prefent 
fhould prove an Over-niatch for Perjuqfi(m& 
which are only habituaL This^ however, is a 
fore Evil under the Sun. The Happine^ of 
Heaven is indeed at fome Diftance from us 
Now ; but, by this means, we may be affu^- 
red. It will be for Ever hid from our Eyes. 

To prevent our Mifcarrying, then,. i» an Af- 
fair of This inconceivable Importance, let u» 
give all Diligence to fix in our Minds a prc^ 
vailing Senfe, at once of the tnefiimable Privi" 
leges and of the indi/penfable Obligations of our 
high and holy Calling. To this End, let us 
take all proper Opportunities of attending up^ 
on That publick Worfhip and Thofe Holy Or^ 
dinancesr which were gracioufly inftitutcd for 
thefe among other Purpofes ; that they might 
bring to our Remembrance^ and (as it were) 
force ujpon our Minds, the Love g/' Christ in 
dying for us ; and that they might bahituat$ 
our Thoughts to the Contemplations, and our 
Affections to the Relijby of Thofe Plcafureir 
which are prepared for our EvcrlaJfting Enjoy- 
ment. Such Exercifes, when performed with 
that Frequency which our Religion prefcribei 
a^d which even Prudence would direS:, and 

with 
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with thofe Difpqfitions which ought always to 
accompany thcm> will not only derive upon 
Us the falutary Influences oi Divine Grace^ but 
will, ip their Natural Ten4eneyi flreijgthen 
our Faithf animate otir Hopes, and give Fei:- 
your to our Charity j till they have produced 
in lis that Heavenly Frame of Mind^ which, 
alone will be a ft^dy Principle of a truly 
Cbri/iian Life. — A Life, regulated indeed " by 
Faith Mt by Sight; and the Meafures where- 
of gre t^ken from ^ looking f not on the Things 
which arefeen, but on the Things, which are 
not feen : A Life therefore, which the Sen- 
fiialiil and the Libertine will be fure to ac^ 
count Madnifs y and which the Oflentatiou^, 
the Melancholick^ or the Enthuiiafl:, may re- 
pc^fisnt under fome Difadvantage by over-^aSl^ 
ing It: But a Life* in Itfelf, manly and ra- 
tiQoal ; founded in a ftrid Attention to, and 
m ;^cfi£t Judgment concerning, the real Mo-- 
taenti of Things j and fupported here> as it 
will be for ever juftified hereafter, by thisjif;?- 
g^ Confideration . — " "" The Things which are 
^^feen ure but Temporal, whereas the Things 
*• nvbich are not feen are Eternal / 

a 2 Cor. V. 7. b Ibid, IV. iS. c Ibid. 
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iJoHN IIL 8. 

— For this Purpofe the Son of God was 
fttanifejiedy that He might deftroy the 
Works of the Devil. 

IT is a common Obfervation, that a Bu* 
Jinefs^ which belongs equally to e^trj 
Body^ is generally neglected by AU^ or 
however feldom executed as it ihookl' 
be by Any. — And the Obfervation will, 1 1»- 
Heve, be found alike applicable to theToMir 
ivben^ as to the Perfons by wbom^ any Thing 
IS to be done. Where no certain Time is ap- 
pointed for the Performance of an A(&onm 
the Commemoration of an Event ; fuch Per- 
formance or fuch Commemoration is, ii| a 
Multiplicity of other Affairs more immed^* 
ly prefling, mighty apt to be put off tofm 
4nore convenient Seqfon ; which more con^vc- 
nient Seafon, for the fame Caufe, never conbe$ 
at all : So that what might very properly h; wc 

b Ben 



ChriJTs Manifeflation. 197 

been performed at any Time^ and was really 
intended to be performed at one Time or other ^ 
\% however adlually performed at no Time 
whatever. 

To remedy ihts former oi thefe Inconve- 
niences all wife Ififlitutions, particularly Di- 
vine Inftitutions where God Himfblf has^ 
thought fit to intcrpofe, have fet apart parti- 
cular Perfons or Orders of Men for the Dif- 
charge of particular Offices or FunSiom. And 
Jlhe Appointment oijiated Seafom for the Per- 
formance o{ fpecial Obferoances or the Com- 
memoration oijignal Events^ is founded on 
the fame Reafons, and juftified by the fame 
Authority. Hence the well-known annual 
Fea/is prcfcribed by God Himfelf to His own 
People, the Jews : Nay that weekly Feaji^ of 
the Sabbath^ was for This among other Rea- 
ibns inftituted yet more early, and made of 
more extenfive Obligation; having been fet 
apart for the Worfhip of the Creator of .all 
Thingsfrom the Beginnings and reaching to all 
the Sons of Adam : Not that the Worfhip of 
our Creator can be improper, or is indeed un- * 
ncceffary, pn any Day of the Week : But left, 
what might be done on any Day ihould, if left 
at large^ be done on no Day \ it was wifely 
enjoined, not to be left undone on the other 
Si^ i)ays9 but to be performed with more So- 
lemnity 
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lemnity on one Day in Seven, in Order to fc-* 
cure any Performance of it at all. 

And Th's, t apprehend, is a fufHcient Rca* 
fon for the annual and folemn Obfervadon of 
That Ho/y Seafon, upon which wc are now 
entering. There is no Day in the Year on 
which we might not juftly adore the Good* 
nefs of Almighty God in/ending His only bt^ 
gotten Sin into the World to fave us, and all 
Mankind from the deplorable State into which 
we were fallen y no Time, when we might not 
properly r^inember the Love of our Redeemer 
Himfclf in condefcending to take upon Him 
our Flejh, and to make His Appearance under 
all the loweft Circumftances of our Coiidi'» 
tion ; nor could it on any Occajion be uniea** 
fonable to apply Thefc Reflexions to fuch pum$ 
and charitable Purpofes as They ^e alwafS 
fitted to promote. And yet, without a pecu^ 
Kar Defignation of fomq one determinate Sea* 
fbn for recolledling the Benefits we may reccivii 
from This great Event, and the Duties necef- 
fary to our fo receiving them ; there is grdt 
Reafon to fear, that thefc Benefits and thcfe 
puties would, from Day to Day, from Tea^ 
to Tear, pafs by unheeded and be forgotten 
by Us. But by appointing This annual Solemn 
nity, and ipviting all Her Sons to the due Cc* 
Jsbration of it, Qur Chur(b has provided, as 

f«r 
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iar as human Inftitutions can provide, that 
the Remembrance of our Saviour's Incarnation , 
of ihcEnd and Purptffe of That glorious Evcntj 
and of the Obligatims we are laid under by It, 
may in one Fart at leaft of every Yczt force 
it/elf n^QVi our Minds^ and may have its pro- 
per Influence, through all other Parts of it^ 
upon our Lives and Converfations. And God 
^rant that w^e may all happily anjwerthc De- 
iign of iT^ii Appointment J 

The Words of my ^ext may, I hope, give 
*is all fome Diredion and Affiftance on This 
Occafion : And with this View, You will eafi- 
ly forefee, I have at prefent made Choice of 
them. For indeed, Words cannot well be 
chofen better fuited, either to th^ Paint i of 
Cbrijlian Dodtrine which I have in View, dt 
tD Your reafonable ExpeSlations from me ofci 
this Occafion : — More expre£ive of the iVi^- 
ture and End of the great Event above-raenk 
tjoned ; or more Jtgnificant at once of oUr 
privileges refulting from it, or our P>uty con* 
fequeilt thereupon. — Por this Purpofe the Soft 
rf God was manifejied, that He might dejlroy 
the Works of the Devil. 

The Import of the Words will (I hope) be 
fufficiently explained to You, and my Defign 
in the Choice of them fo far anfwered, if You 
will pleafe to go along with me in the four 
following Enquiries ^ L Who 
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I. Who IS here meant by the Son of God, 
and wh^t by His being manifefted? 

II. What we arc here to underfland ai 
meant by the Works of the DevH^ 

III. How the Manifeftation of the Son of 
God is fitted to dejiroy thefe Works^ 
And, 

IV. What Vfes we are to make of the Doc-r 
trines occurring to us under the forego- 
ing Heads ? 

L And Firjly We are to enquire, Wki i( 
\% that is here called, the Son of God ? 

Npw the Title, " Son of God," is u&d on 
various Qccafions, and in different Senfes, in 
lloly Scripture. Sometimes all good Cbrifr 
tians are called * Sons of God, inafinuch as 
He has been pleafed to adopt them, and to 
admit them tq addreft Him by the endearing 
Compellatipp of, ^ Abba^ Father. — Again, 
thofe glorious Spirits, the Holy Angels, are in 
the ancient Book pf fob reprefented as joyful 
Spedlators of the great Work of Creation, 
and are by Way pf Eminence ftyled> Sons of 
Gop : • JVben tb( Morning-Stars Jang toge^ 
tber^ and all the Sons of God flooutedfor Jty* 
aijph.lll.2. bRoni. VIII. 15,16. c Job XXXV UI. 7. 

• -.And, 
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> — And, to produce no other Indance^ Adam, 
is, by the Evangelijiy called * Son of God } 
as having come immediately out of God's 
Hands, and not having any other father to 
whom his Generation could, in the ufual^^y 
pf Defcent, be afcribed. 

But in none of thefe Senfes is the Title, 
^^Son of God" to be underftood in the Text« 
The Perfon to whom it is here applied is elfer 
where called tie only-begotten Son of God j 
iind ** to which of either Men or Angels /aid He, 
ft any Time^ " Thou art my Son ; this Day 
" have I begotten TbeeT The Son of God 
Jiere faid to be manifefied^ xhtn, is no other 
but the Second Perfon in the adorable Trini^ 
tyi anjd He is ib called by virtue of a Relation 
In&nitplyjfiperiour to any of Thofe above-men- 
tioned; as being of the fame Nature and Ef- 
fence with the Father, truly znd properly God : 
At once Son of God, becaufc deriving His 
Nature from the Father, and becaufc deriving 
the very fame Nature with That of the Fa- 
ther. — That pur Blefled Lord ^called God 
his Father^ 'ihQ^ ikuri^, in fuch z peculiar Senfe 
as no created Being could do, the Jews un- 
derftood very well, when from hence they 
concluded, (by an Inference, which He could 
hardly have failed to correSlf had it been an 

a Lujc. IIJ-s^. b Hcb. 1,5. c Joh.V.iS. 

erroneous 
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erroneous on^^) that He made Himfelf equal 
v)itb God. 

However, *'that Christ is truly and fro-^ 
^^ per ly Gov ^ of ih^ fame Subftancc, Nature 
*^ and Eflence with the Father/' is a Dodrine, 
which need not be grounded on a doubtful 
Inference of His Enemies the Jeivs only ; but 
is eftabliflicd by many Proofs not to be eva- 
ded, either in dire^ Terms occurring in, or 
hyjuji Confequence deducible from, other Parts 
6f the infpired Writings. And it is a Ddc* 
trine of fo high Importance to the GhriftiaA 
Faith at all Times, that a Recolle<aion of 
luch Proofs can never be unfeafonable, but 
muft be more especially proper whenfocver W* 
are confidering the Doftrine of our LoRO's 
Manifeftation in our Nature: Our grateful 
Sentiments of which Condefcenfion muft al* 
ways be greatly afFefted by the Notions wc 
entertain of * that Glory which He had witb 
the Father before the World was; — that GIo- 
ry, of which He was pleafcd for a Time to 
^ empty Himfelf when "^for our Sakes He be- 
came poor ^ that we through His Poverty might 
be Rich. 

Now '• that Christ is truly and properly 
«* Gob" may be evinced by a Variety of Gon* 
fiderations; of which the Time will allow mc 

a Joh. XVII. s. b Phil. IL 7. t 2 Cor. VIII. 9. 

^ ^ but 
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but to mention' a few, without any diftind of 
full Enlargement upon ihcm. And 

I. The Names or Titles of God arc ex--, 
prefly in Scripture applied to Christ. St* 
jfohn tells u^ in plain Words> that the Logos 
or * Word was not only with God in the Be-*^ 
ginning, but was, Himfelf, God. He is elfer 
where ftyled, ^True God, *=God with us^ 
^the Great God, ^the mighty God, ^God 
over all blejed for ever; 6cc. And even thcf 
incommunicable Name, Jehovah, appears, by 
comparing PafTages, to be feveral Times ap« 
pUed to Him. I need not cite particular 
Texts, which are well known -, and from all 
which put together, we muft conclude, ( mi^ 
lefs wc could fuppofe the Holy Scriptures in^ 
tended, not to guide us into all Truth but to 
miflead us from it) that He, who has the dif 
tingttijbed Titles of God, muft have the Na^ 
ture and Effence of God alfo. — But 
. 2. The Attributes and P erf e£l ions of Goi> 
as well as theNan^es.and Titles, are frequent- 
ly in Scripture afcribed to the fame Perfon : 
And thefe, not only his Moral PerfeBions^ 
fuch as are in fome Degree capable of being 
imitated by Creatures made after His Image j 
but His Natural and Effential Attributes^ 

a Joh. 1. 1. b I Joh. V, ao. . c Matt. I. 23. d Titus 
n, 13. e Ifai. IX. 6. f Rom, IX. 5. 

which 
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^ich are incommunicable to any created Be- 
ing and which JeAovai frequently challenges 
as His own peculiar Property, in Oppofition 
to zll /al/e Gods. Such are Eternity, l/»- 
ehangea(flenefsy Omnifcienee, and Omniprefenct^ 
Paffagcs of Scripture afcribing Thefe Divine 
Attributes to the Son^ have often been pro-. 
duced and incontefl'ably maintained by learned 
Men. Waving therefore a diftinft Recital of 
them here, it may be fufficient to obferve, 
that the Work of Creating and fuflaimng aH 
Things ( a Work which muft require, and' 
therefore imply ^ the Perfeftions juft mentioiK 
ed in the Subje<9: of it ) is every where a&ri* 
bed to Him. Thus, St. John tells us erprcf-* 
ly, that * all Things were made by Him, i. ti 
the Word juft before fpoken of: And St 
Paul, that ^ All Things were created by Mm 
and for Him : And that as He is before M 
Things, fo fy Him all Things conjifl, or ate 
kept in Being. In the Epiftle to the Hebrews^ 
God is faid to have ^ made the Worlds by His 
Son, and to uphold all Things by the Word ^ 
His Power or by His powerful Word* Now 
the fame infpired Writer having, according to 
one of the cleareft Didates of Right Reafon^ 
afferted, that ^He that built all Things is God i 

ajoh.1.3. b Col. 1. 16, 17. cHeb.I.2,3. dlUd. 

III. 4. 

the 
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the Conclulion is unavoidable, that therefore 
the Son is God. — In Confequence of This, ^ 
3, Such Religious Worjhip is paid to Christ 
as can be neither due nor payable to any Be-* 
ing but God* * ^hat all Men jhould honour 
the Son even as they honour the Fat her ^ is af- 
ferted by the Son Himfelf 5 which Equalitj^ 
of Honour the lowly and humble Jefus would 
never have allowed, much lefs aiTumed, had 
He not been confcious of His having an equal 
Title to it ; and an egual Title to Honour or 
Worjhip He could not have, unlefs partaking 
oi ih^ fame Nature y with the Father. When 
the Devils tempting our Lord, requires Wor* 
fhip from Him; our Lord might have ex- 
cufed Himfelf from paying it by many other 
Confiderations j but He chofe to infift on fuch 
a Reafon only for His Refufal as holds with 
equal Strength againft all Creature- Worfhip 
whatfoever: ^^^Thou Jhalt worjhip the ho^xx 
" thy God, and Him only Jhalt thou ferve.'* 
The Galatians are blamed for having ^ done 
Service ( the very loweft Degree of Worfliip) 
to: them who by Nature were no Gods. And 
yet, the Father Himfelf, ^ when He bringetb 
in thejirft-begotten into the Worlds Jaith^ ^^Let 
" all the Angels of God worjhip Him*' The 

a Joh. V. 23. b Matt. IV. xo. c Gal. IV, 8. 

d Hcb,1.6. 

Confe- 
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Confequence is clear; that He^ who is to (m 
thus worftiippcd, and that too by the bigbefi 
Order of created Beings^ and this at the Cm- 
fnand of the Father Himfeifj muft by the De- 
claration of the fame Father be by Nature^ 
that is, in the higheft Senfe, God. - — I may 
farther urge, 

'4^ The FortH^ in which our Lord has di* 
rtfted the folemn Rite of Baptifm to be ad* 
miniftrcd ; *^^ In the Name of the Father^ tbi 
•' Son, and the Holy Ghoji:"' A Fofm of GUI' 
feleflcd Saviour^s prefcribing, for the perpetud 
tJfe of his Church, in the very A6t oi Initial 
tion or Admiffion into it ; a Form, which in 
the natural Conjiitution of it muft imply ail 
Equality in the Persons, whofe Names art 
equally joined in it : It being highly impro*" 
|)er, according to all our Notions of Proplic* 
ty, that God and two Creatures fhould be 
|)ut upon a Level in fo important a Ceremony^ 
And indeed, to have affumed to Himfelf fach 
an Honour^ would have been a Proceeding 
utterly irreconcilable with our Lord's known 
Characfler and Behaviour on all other Occa- 
fions; had He thought it any Robbery i bad 
He not been fully affured of the Juftnefs of 
His Claim^ to be equal with God. 

a Matt. XXVIII. 19. 

Such 
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. Such then is the f^erfon in my Texf called 
the Son of God ; and fuch his EJflSjntiaJ Dig* 
nity who was manjfejied that He m^bt defirof 
the Works of the DivU. By which Manifef^ 
tation we are to undcrftand His Appearance 
in the Flefh, and dwelling or tdbernacling a^ 
mong us here on Earth. By this Manifeila* 
tion, He who was, before, truly and really 
God, became alfo really and properly Man : 
He, • wJbo was in the Form of God, took up^ 
$n Him the Form of a Servant , and became in 
the Lijtenefs of Men. The Divine and the 
Human Natures were united in His Peribn, 
imd of God and Man became one Christ^ 
This is what St. "John elfcwhere expreffcs^ 
where He fays, ^ "The Word was made Flefii 
and St. FauU where He tells us, that * God 
was manifejled in the Flejh. 

A Myjlery This fo great and aftonifliing, 
that the Mind of Man cannot fathom tho 
Depth of it : No Wonder then, that Thofe 
Pretenders to Reafon, who are fo little ac- 
quainted with the Extent of Its Powers as to 
imagine, that the Human Underftanding is 
commenfurate to all Truth, fhould ftrain at 
the Belief of iu Accordingly we find, that, 
as on one Hand fome have denied the proper 
Divinity of the Son of God, fo on the other 

a Phil. U. 6, 7. b Jok. 1, 14* c i Tim. III. 1 6. 

fome- 
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fomc have denied His real Humanity^ pre- 
tending that His Manifejiation in the Flefll 
was all Shew and Appearance only. A Con- 
ceit as unfupported by Scripture, nay as con« 
tradidory to it, as the Denial of His Divinity 
has (I hope) already appeared to he. The 
whole Hiftory of His Birth,. Life and Death 
is one continued Proof of His being truly 
Man. He was not fo much as born a ,rtf«- 
pleat Man at firft, as Adam was formed by 
the great Creator's Hand, but came into the 
World an Infant to (hew His in tire Partici- 
pation of our Nature; and * increafed in Wif* 
dom and Stature^ by the ulual Slow Degrees 
at length arriving at confirmed Manhood. 
He hungred. He thirfted j He was wearyi 
was forrowful on particular Occafions; in 
fliort. He was fubjed to all the Wcakneflcs 
and Infirmities of our Nature, Sin only ex* 
cepted. I now proceed to explain, 

II. Secondly, What Thofe Works oftbeDh 
vil are, which the Son of God was «tf- 
nifejied in fo extraordinary Manner that 
He might dejiroy them* 

Now by Works of the Devil may be undcr- 
ftood, primarily, thofe ASls of Sin and Wic- 

a Luk. IL52» 

kednefi, 
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kednefs, which JE£? tempts and induces us to 
commit; zxidyfecondarify^ that Guilt which is 
derived upon us, zndxhztPuniJhment to which 
we become obnoxious, from the Comliiiffion 
of it. 

The Apojile fecms to have had the former 
of thefc chiefly in View ; as appears from the 
immediately foregoing Words : * He that cotn^ 
mitteth Sin is of the Devil, for the Devil Jtn-- 
netb from the Beginning : And then follows^. 
For this Purpqfe the Son of God was manifeji^^ 
ed that He might dejiroy the Works of the De- 
vil. And indeed the infpired Writings do al- 
moft every- where afcribe the Vices and Sins, 
Men are guilty of, to this Apoftate Spirit. 
Hence they aire, by an eafy Figyire, called his 
Works: Not as if he were the immediate Doer> 
Qvfolely accountable for them ; but becaufe he 
is, as leaft generally fpeakingj xhtfrji Mover 
towards them., They are juftly called his 
Works, as being done at his Injiigation : But> 
forafmuch as fuch Inftigations We both ought, 
and have it in our Power, to refift ; whenfo- 
ever we do not refift them, notwithftanding 
that the frji Motions may be afcribed to that 
wicked Spirit, our Confent makes the Sin our 
own A5li and the confequent Guilt becomes 
properly chargeable to our Account. 

a ijoh. in. 8. 
Vol. 2. O All 



2IO The Purpofe of 

All ASis of Sin and Wickedncfs are, iii the 
Senfe above-mentioned. Works of the Devil: 
But there are foint Jpecial Kinds or Degrees of 
Sin, which are ftill more eminently fo; which 
(as I may fay) in a particular Manner bear bis 
Image^ and are in Holy Scripture branded and 
ftigmatized under that Charadler. —^ Such arc 
the Ads of Tride^ fpiritual and Intelle&aal 
Pride efpecially ; which at firft degraded &- 
lifft and his Accomplices from the glorious 
Dignity of Angels of Lights into the accurfci 
State of Fiends of Darknefs. — Such again is 
the Spirit of Impiety and Oppolkion to God 
and Goodnefs; which has been the great Cha- 
radteriftick of the Devil ever fincc his Fally 
and ftill worketh in his Children, the Ciild- 
ren of Difobedience. Among whom I may here 
particularly mention the Common Swearer and 
Prophaner of God'j Name by wanton Oaths 
and Imprecations ; who by audtcioufly calling 
down the Vengeance of the Almighty upon 
himfelf or his Companions, in Effedt defies His 
Power and doth all that in him lies to renJer 
His Name contemptible. — Such alfo are '"Ha- 
tred and Ill-will to Mankind ; which are, both 
in the Eftimation of our Lord and His be- 
loved Apoftle, one Degree of ^Murder, and 
proceed from him, who was a Murderer frc^ 

a Matt. V. aa. h i Joh, III. 15. 

tbt 
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the Beginning. — • Such again are Lying and all 
the various Kinds of Treachery and Fraud > 
which are exprefly afcribed to the ^ Devil as 
the Father of them. — But fuch moft eminent- 
ly were, at the Time of our Saviour's Ap- 
pearing, thofe Ads of Riott Vncleannefs^ and 
abominable Idolatry^ which had then over-* 
^read the Oentile World, and are in many 
Paffagcs of the New Tejiament attributed to 
^ the Prince of the Power of the Air^ as &at^ 
is called on AcccJunt of his prevailing Influence 
at that Seafon. 

But, though by Works of the Devil we may 
underftand thofe AEis of Sin wljich are com- 
mitted at his Inftigation, and more peculiarly 
ftill thofe Habits in which Men moft nearly 
referable him; yet there is no Occafion to 
confine the Expreflion to this Meaning. That 
Guilt which was introduced into the Moral 
World by Sin, and that grievous Punifiment 
which became due to the Workers of it, may 
• well be confidered (though in a more remote 
Senfe) as Works of the Devil i as being the 
jujl Confequences of that Sin which he works 
in us. Indeed the Devil's Principal Workf 
that which may moft emphatically be.fo call- 
ed, is that of havipg feduced our Firjl Pa-- 
rents from their Obedience to theit Creator 

^ iJoh.Vm. b EpLII.2. 

O ' 2 ^wd 
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and Governour, and involved them and all 
their Pofterity, that is, the whole Human 
Race, in the dreadful Sentence of Condem- 
nation. Man's DefeSlion from the Original 
Holinefs and Conformity to the Divine Image, 
in which He came out of his Maker's Hand; 
His Lofsy by this means, of that immortal 
Life for which he was defigncd, had he re- 
tained his Innocence i and his becoming liable 
ta both Temporal and Eternal Death and De- 
ftrudlion : — Thefe, I fay, are almoft conftant- 
ly in Scripture afcribed to the Devil. * Mofes 
in His Hiftory of the Fall exprefly introduces 
the Serpent as the Tempter of Eve on that 
Occafion ; and this Tranfadion is alluded to 
in feveral Parts of the ^ New 7efiament^ par- 
ticularly by "" St. Paul in more than one of His 
Epijiles. But the Author of the Book of Wif- 
dom has given us fo clear an Account of this 
Matter, that I need not refer to any other. 
** God made not Deaths fays he, but created 
]V!an to be Immortal^ and made him an Image 
of His own Eternity ; ^ Neverthelejs^ through 
Envy of the Devil came Death into the World; 
and they that hold of His Side do find it. 

Here then let xxsfiandfiill a little, and re- 
flect. What this Death implies, which was 

a Gen. Ill I, &c. b aCcr. XI.3. c i Tim-II. if 
d Wifd.I. 13. e Ibid. II. 23, 24. 

thus 
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thus introduced into Man's Nature through. 
Envy of the Devil: That we may be able in 
fome Degree to ejiimate the deplorable EffeBs 
of this JVork of his in relation to ourfelves and 
all Mankind ; — the exceeding Dejirablenefs of 
having this Work dejiroyedy that is, rendered 
null and void; — and the unparalleled Love znA 
Goodnefs of the Son of God in condefcending 
to be manifejiedi under the Circumftances be- 
fore reprefented, y^r this very Purpofe that He 
might dejlroy it. 

The Lofs of Innocefice, and the Depravation 
of our Nature, muft itfelf be an unfpeakable 
Evil. Guilt is both naturally and judicially in- 
compatible with That Rational Happinefsy in 
which a Senfe of the Prefence and Favour of 
Almighty God muft ever be an ejfential In^ 
gredient. No fooner had our Firji Parent for- 
feited His Innocence, but we find Him * hi* 
ding Himfelf from the Prefence of the Lord 
amo7igfi the Threes of the Garden. Confcious of 
Guilty He could no more lift up His Eyes un- 
to Heaven^ and, had not his Creator Himfelf 
gracioufly interpofed, Adam would probably, 
as far as was poffible, have driven himfelf in- 
to a voluntary 'ExW^from the Prefence of God ^ 
and all thofe Comforts that can only be had from 
a Religious Intercourfe with Him. And .in this 

a Gen. III. 8. 

joylefs. 
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joylefs^ comfortlefsy bopelefs State muft all hii 
Defccndants (if, confiftently with the rigo- 
rous Execution of the Sentence paffed upon 
him, He could have had any Defccndants,) 
^without a Saviour J have for ever continued. 
The Corruption of His Nature muft naturally 
have derived itfelf upon all His wretched Pof- 
terity ; the Confequence of which Corruption 
muft have been Sin, and its infeparable Atten- 
dantSj Shame, Mifgivings, Defpair; and we 
muft all, banifhed froiii Paradife^ have paffed 
through Life as through ?l defolate^ bawling 
Wildernefs. 

And yet This it not all. To be banifhed 
for ever from His Prefcnce, in whofe Prejencc 
alone is Fulnefs of Joy ^ is but a Part, but the 
Negative Part, of that Punifhment, to which 
the Devil hy corrupting our Nature h^d ren- 
dered all the impure Partakers of it for ever 
liable. * Our Iniquities muji not barely bave 
feparated between . us and our God, nor our 
Sins only have bid His Face from us ; but they 
muft juftly have expofed us to the Inflidlioni 
of His Wratb and Vengeance. And how in- 
fupportable the Weight, hQW aftoniftiing the 
very Apprehenfion only, of His Wrath and 
Vengeance muft have been, who is terrible in 
His Judgments and ^ wbofe Wratb is a conju* 

a Ifai. LIX. 2. b Hcb. XII. 29. 

mini 
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mng Fire, — 'tis fcarcc poffible for us, per- 
haps, even in Thought to conceive. 

I will not fay but that Mankind might have 
funk (and in fkft a great Part of the Species 
Mid Jink) into a State of brutijh Thoughtlef- 
nefs about the fatal Confequences of Sin ; they 
might have loft the very Idea of Guilt, and 
become ^paji Feeling of the Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil. But, belides the Dif- 
order, Confufion, and Mifery which fuch a 
State of" Brutality mull: naturally have intro- 
duced, and has adually introduced, wherefo- 
evef it has in any Degree prevailed, among Man- 
kind I no one will fay, that Men are there- 
iot^ Jecure from the Divine Vengeance merely 
becaufe They are tboughtlefs and unconcerned 
about it — And if, on the other Hand, fome 
few contemplative Perfons, after having offend- 
ed God by the Commiflion of Sin, might 
have flattered themfelves with Hopes that He 
would, notwithflanding, upon xhtivfncere Re-- 
pentance, at length receive them into Favour: 
Yet even thefe Hopes muft have been mighti- 
ly checked by the Fear of continual RelapfeSj 
and the Confideration of having done no more^ 
by forfaking their Sins, towards regaining the 
Divine Favour, than would have been their 
Duty to do had they ntw^v forjeited it. But 

a Eph. IV. 19. 

what 
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what Hopes foever Men might have entcN 
tained, thefe could by no means have amount* 
cd to znyjirong Conjolatioriy any well-ground- 
ed Ajfurance. And even thefe Hopes were en^ 
tertained by fo few^ and muft have been in 
thofe Few fo languid and wavering, that Man- 
kind might well be defcribed as ^Jitting in 
Darknefs and in the Shadow of Deaths when 
^ the Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe with Healing 
in his Wings. 

Imagine then a whole Race of accountable 
Creatures in this deplorable Situation ; fomc 
wholly though tlefs and infenfible of their Dan- 
ger, and the reft grieved and wearied with the 
perpetual Apprehenfion of it ; unable to beari 
yet equally unable to remove^ the Burthen of 
their Sins: — To be vifited by no lefs a Perfon 
than the Son of God Himfelf, manifejiing. 
Himfelf among thdm, in order to clear up all 
their Doubts about the Pojfibility of recover- 
ing His Father's Favour \ to mediate eifedual-r 
ly between offended God and guilty Man \ to 
inJiruSl Men in the Terms required on their 
Part ; and to ajijl them in the Performance: 
Imagine all This, I fay, and then tell me, 
Whether thefe may not juftly be called, "" good 
"Tidings^ of great "Joy to all People! Whether 

^ Li|k. I. 79, b Mai. IV, 2. c Luk. II. 10. 

this 
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this be not a ^faithful Sayings and worthy of all 
Accept atioriy — ^hat Christ ^efus came into 
the World tofave Sinners ! 

But I am infenfibly anticipating what will 
more properly engage Your Attention the next 
Opportunity ; when I hope to go on to the 
^hird Head of Enquiry, under which I pro- 
pofed to confider, " How the Manifejiation of 
*^ the Son of God is fitted to dejlroy the Works 
*^ of the Devil r 

In the mean Time ; fince the prefent Sea- 
fon is wifely fet apart for commemorating one 
of the greateft Bleffings that fallen Man was 
capable of receiving ; with good Rcafon may 
the ^ Voice of Joy and Health he in the Dwell" 
ing of the Righteous on fuch an Occafion -, with 
good Reafon may it be obferved as a Seafon 
of Chearfulnefs and Rejoycing, of cultivating 
a friendly Intercourfe among Neighbours and 
Relations, and of ^fending Portions to them 
for whom Nothing is prepared. But then — Sea- 
fons of Chearfulnefs are Seafons of Danger, 
and Seafons when we are fatally apt to be off 
our Guard againft it : And it may well be- 
come us, at our Entrance upon fuch an Oc- 
cafion of Rejoicing as we now have in View, 
to alk ourfelves, what Sort of Joy does the 
prefent Seafon demand from us ? Not ( we 

a 1 Tim. 1. 15. b Pfal. CXVIII. 15. c Eilh. IX. 22. 

may 
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may be fure) a noify, and exc'eflive or a rio- 
tous Mirth; but a fober, chafte^ temperate 
Joy ; a ]oyfuited to the Nature of the Blcfs- 
ings we profefs to commemorate, and calcu- 
lated to promote and forward the Great De- 
fign of our Saviour's coming into the World j 
at leaft not to obftruft it, by betraying us in- 
to fucb Works as He was manifeftcd on pur- 
pofe to deftroy. Be this Holy Seafbn dedica- 
ted to Purpofes better adapted to the gracious 
Defign of it : That when * the Days of our 
Feajling are gone about^ we may look back 
upon them without having ^ our Laughter 
turned to Mournings or our Joy to Heavinefs! 
a Job 1. 5. b Jam. IV. 9. 
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I JOH N III. 8. 

» — For this Purpofe the Son of God was 
manifefted^ that He might dejiroy the 
Works of the^ DeviL 

THESE Words, containing a fhort, 
and yet if duly confidered a full. 
Account of the great End and De- 
fign of our Bleffed Saviour's Mani- 
fejlation in the Flejh^ may furnifh us with 
Matter very proper to employ our Medita- 
tions at a Seafon particularly fet apart for the 
devout Commemoration of this wonderful £- 
vent. With this View I have accordingly 
made Choice of them ; and propofed to re- 
duce what I had to offer thereupon, under the 
Four following Heads of Enquiry : 

I. Who is here meant by the Son of God, 
and what by His being manjfejiedf 

II. What 
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il. What we arc to' underftand as here 
meant by the Works of the Devil? 

III. How this Manifeftation of the. Son of 
God is fitted to dejlroy thefe Works^ 
And, 

IV. What Ufes we are to make of the Doc- 
trines that may occur under the forego- 
ing Heads. 

The Tv70 former of thefe Enquiries have 
already been confidered at large. Under the 
Firji, I briefly fuggefted to You the Greathefs 
of the Condefcenfion of the Perfon here'faid 
to be mantfejledy and of His Love to us and 
all Mankind j I fet before You fome out of 
many Proofs, which the Scriptures furnifli us 
with, of His true and eflential Divinity; and 
alfo of His real and proper Humanity i of 
which lajij to render His Condefcenfion ftiH 
more confpicuous. He was pleafed to appear 
in the loweji Circumftances, and fiich as were 
moft flenderly accommodated. And, that the 
Greatnefs of the Benefit redounding to us 
might appear as well as the Goodncfs of our 
Redeemer in procuring it; I went on, in the 
Second Fhcc, to explain to You, WhatThofe 
Works of the Devil are which He came to de- 
ftroy; which I told You were, primarily. All 

Tbofe 



Chrift's Mamfejiation. 221 

Tliofe A£ls of Sin and Wickednefs which the 
Devil tempts and prevails upon us to commit; 
and, fecondarily and by Confequence, All that 
GutU which is derived upon us, and that Fu- 
nijhment to which we become obnoxious, from 
the Commiflion of it. Hence I am naturally 
led to enquire, 

IIL Thirdly, How the Manifeftation of the 
Son of God is fitted to anfwer the gra- 
cious Purpofe of Defroying thefe Works 
of the Devil? 

To dejiroy the Works of the Devil is to coun-- 
teraSi the Operations of that wicked Spirit ; to^ 
annull all that He has been doing, or to ren- 
der it oi no lajiing Eff'eSl-, or to remove all the 
Evil that He has either been working in us, 
or bringing upon us 5 and to recover and re- 
fiore to us all that Good, either in Pofleflion or 
in Profped, of which He had deprived us : 
In fhort, to deliver \xs firji from the Habits 
and Dominion of Sin, and then from the Guilt 
and Punijhment of it. 

And in Both thefe Refpedls the Manifefta- 
tion of the Son of God is admirably fitted to 
anfwer the various Exigences of our Condi- 
tion : To deliver us from the Dominion of Sin, 
as far as is confiftent with the Freedom of our 
Nature-, and to deliver us from the Funijh- 
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ment of it in fuch a Way as is moft confiftent 
with the adorable PerfeStions of His own.-^ 
But to be a little more particular. 

Firft then. The Manifejlation of Christ in 
the Flefh is calculated, to defiroy all Habits of 
Wickednefs, and to free us from the DofnU 
nion of Sin, by engaging us to quit and for* 
fake it. This It doth, not violently or by any 
irrefijiible Force, but by fuch Methods as arc 
moft proper to work upon rational and free 
Beings. That the Defign of our Saviour's Ap- 
pearance was to deliver us from the Power of 
Sin by inducing us to caft off the Habits of 
it, is plain from almoft every Page of the New 
Tefiament : But I need only inftance in the 
very emphatical Words of St. Paul to Titus i 
• The Grace of God ivbicb bringetb Salvation 
hatb appeared to all Men ; Teaching usy that 
denying Ungodlinefs and worldly Lujis noejhould 
live foberly^ right eoujly^ and godly in this pre^ 
fent World. The Grace of God in the Gof- 
pel (we fee) doth bring Salvation : But btm^ 
Not by faving us in bur Sins, which is in- 
deed impoffible ; but by faving us from our 
Sins : The very Reafon why our ^ Lord wjx 
calledy Jesus. St. Paul fcarce on any Occa- 
fion fpeaks with more Vehemence, than when 
He mentions a Notion of the moft dangerous 

a Tit. II. 1 1» 12. b Matt. I. 2t. 

Confc- 
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Confequence, namely, that Men might the 
more fecurely ^fin btcaufe GonV Grace had 
abounded. 

And indeed, if we confider the feveral 
Tranfadiions of our Bleffed Lord relating to 
Mankind, from His firfl: Humiliation in ta- 
king upon Him our Flefh to His prefent 
Exaltation and Mediation for us at God's 
Right-Hand > we ihall find in every one of 
them very powerful Arguments againft Con-^ 
tinuance in Sin, very forcible Incitements to 
h^ fruitful in Good Works , and to abound in 
all Holy Converfation and Godlinefs. Nay, fo 
neceflary a Part of our Saviour's Defign in 
Coming into the World was the Reformation 
of Mankind ; that wc find it the chief Bufi- 
nefs of His Forerunner St. John the Baptijl to 
preach Repentance ; and to prepare the Way 
for His Reception by ^ Turning the Hearts of 
the Dif obedient to the Wifdom of the Jujl. 

The Incarnation and Birth of our Lord is 
itfelf^n irrefragable Proof of the Heinoufiiefs 
of Sin and Wickednefs ; which could make it 
neceflfary for the Son of God, Himfelf equal 
with the Father, to take upon Him our Na- 
ture,, in order to fave us from the dreadful 
Confequences of it. --^ His unfpotted Life was 
one continuedReproach to all Sin and Impu- 

a Rom. IIT. i. b Luk. 1. 17. 

rity; 
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rity ; and His bright Example a moft inviting 
Encouragement to Virtue and Holinefs- — His 
DoSirine and Precepts all purfue the fame 
End ; recommending a moft exalted Purity 
and adtive Obedience, and banifhing all Ini- 
quity and Corruption, not from our Words and 
ASlions only, but from our very Thoughts and 
Imaginations. — But never did He more em-i 
phatically condemn Sin in the Flejh than \vhcn 
He * poured out His Soul an Offering Jor iti 
vAitnthe Lord kid on Him the Iniquity of us 
all ; when He, who knew no Sin of His own, 
yet almoft fainted and funk under the Load 
of imputed Guilt, which He freely took upon 
Him. — And as His Death (hould teach us to 
die unto Siuy fo fhould we in Conformity tQ 
His Refurreftion rife again unto RighteoufnefSf 
and in Heart and AffeBions thither afcend 
^ where Hefitteth at the Right -Hand ofGoi^, 
— In (hort 3 for this Purpofe (we may juftly 
fay) the Son of God was not only at firft ma- 
nifejled, but, lived, converfed, and preached 
here on Earth ; for this Purpofe He died, rofc 
again, and afcended into Heaven ; that He 
might defiroy the Works of the Devil *, that Ke 
might efface all thofe Impreflions, which that 
Enemy of Mankind had made upon our 
Hearts j that He might root out of our Minds 

a Ifai. LIII.6, lo. b Col. lU. i. 

all 
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toll vicious Habits or Inclinations, and in their 
ftcad implant every Grace and Virtue. 

tt was obferved under my laft Head, that 
although Sins of every Kind are Works of the 
Devil, yet there are Comcjpecial Kinds or De-^ 
grtes of Sin, fuch as Pride^ Hatred of Ooti 
gnd Man$ Lying, Impurity , and Idolatry, which 
are more particularly afcribed to that Apoflate 
Spirit in Holy Scripture, as proceeding from 
a Difpofition of Mind, cither nearly refcm- 
bling his, or under his. Influence and Domi- 
nion. And I might eafily here (hew in every 
Infiance there recited, how particularly Christ 
has by His Life and Doctrine guarded us a« 
gainfl each of Thefe, and what Strefs is every 
where laid by Him and His Apoftles upon the 
Cultivation of the oppoiite Graces and good 
Qualities. ' Learn of me (^ fays He ) for I am 
meek and lowly in Heart. ^ By This Jhall all 
Men know that Te are my Difciples, ifTe have 
Loive one to another. How diametrically op- 
poiite are thefe Inftrudtions to that Pride and 
Malice which are the Charadterifticks of Sa^ 
tan$ and which He is continually endeavouring 
to infufe into us ? — This Obfervation might 
eafily be illuflrated in every Infiance |>efor« 
fpecified : But I haflen to confider, 

a Mttt. XI. 39. b Joh. XIII. 35. 

Vol.2. P Secondly^ 
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, Stcondtyt tlow the Mamfejfatm ofthi Sm 
of God is calculated to d^firoy the Works ^ 
the Devi/$ in the more refmfe Senfe» a9 that 
Phrafe may be undefftood of the EffWla an4 
Confequeaces which Sin brings upon us > 0icl^ 
^$ the Corrupt im of our Namre^ the Depriving 
us of that Immortality to which we were crwt- 
cd, z[Afubje£Hng us to the Divine Wrath vA 
Vengeance. For (as I before hinted) all dx^ 
Works of the Devil the Son of God has done 
His Part towards dcftroying; as will appear 
ffpm a ihort View of the Particulars hercftig^ 
geftcd. 

The Corruption of our Nature by tl|^ FaJJ 
^ews itfelf, pardy in the lyarknefs of QM 
Underftandings and the Weakneji of ow fe* 
telledtual Powers^ but chiefly in the Perverp" 
nefs of our Wills, and the Strength of our A%^ 
pravcd Appetites and Paffion^. And for E»b 
of Thefe our Lord hath provided the nwft 
fuitable Remedies. For the Enlightftoiiig of 
our TJnderJiandings He bath favoured us. with 
a gracious Revelation of what is coovfioioit 
ibr us to know of His own Nature and WiUf 
€^pd of our Relations to Him and to one an^ 
pthet; and hath pointed out to us both with 
Clearnefs and with Authority our Duties con* 
fequent thereupon. Our Appetites and Pqffiom 
He doth not> like fome vain and deceitful Pbi-^ 
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hj^byy ^ro&fs Xsiwtirp0ttv but engages theiu 
%n the Sidi of Pbri«^ add Holineis by the mofl; 
iftwCmg RenMrdt 01^ out h»nd» and the moft 
4naaiemng Mirrors on the other. And laiHjTt 
at to our depmved fViilsi He doth all that is 
eonfiftent witdi our bemg left aeicountable Crea^ 
(QMS, towards refloring thenii to their Oriffs^ 
fud ReSHtiaity hy the grdciotts InEuences of 
His Holy Spirit: Which lafluences, operas 
^g po^erfuUy^ though not always perceiva-* 
biy^ are (I cx^ncdive) the Priaciples of that 
NsifxLtfe, Regeneration^ Being horn again &€« 
which are fo often nuentionted under the Gof^ 
pel^Difpenjktion : A Life> which commences at 
«ur Baptifittp arid is ftftelrwurds fupported on 
God X Part by iftie ordinary Communications of 
Orace^ and cberijb^d on our Parts by a due 
1^ of thoie Means which He has inftituted > 
i^h as Primer both private and Publick^ Hfor-' 
ing His Wordy Partaking of the Sacrament in 
Gommunion with His Churchy t;pgether with 
an bomft Dif charge of the Offices pf our re- 
^pe(9ive Callings an4 Stations^ and a regular 
PrdSlice of all the Virtues that adorn xhcChrif^ 
tian Profejfion ; * Thofe Good Works ^ which Goo 
bath ordained^ that We jhould Walk in them. 

And let me here juft obferve, by the Way, 
^t the Reality of this NeW'Birth> m parti-- 

sr tph. II. I a* 

P 2 cular 
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cuJar Perfonsf may much more fafely be ]vi6g^ 
ed of, ordinarily zt leaft, by the vi/Sble Fruit $ 
it produces in Men's Lives and ConverfationSf 
than by any fuch infiantaneous Motions and in^ 
explicable Feelings^ as have of late been pre* 
tended to by Some, and afiigned as neceflaiy 
Tokens and Indications of it. In which No* 
tion we fhould be the lefs folicitous to diftorb 
them, were it not as dangeroif^ as it is deb- 
five, both to themfelves and odiers : To tbenh 
f elves 9 whom the fuppofed Grant of fuch eac-* 
traordinary Communications may eafily betray 
into fpiritual Pride^ Prefumption and Security: 
To othersy whom the Disappointment may as 
eafily drive into DejeSlion and Defpondency ^ 
Mindy when they do not find themfelves ft- 
voured with any of thofe Experiences^ which 
they have been taught to expert as the con^ 
Jlant Attendants upon a Regenerate State. — 
But to return. 

From the Wrath and Fengeance of Almigh^ 
ty God, to which our Sins have juftly expofed 
us, the Son of God hath delivered us by His 
perfeSl Obedience y but efpecially by the All-fuf- 
ficient Sacrifice of Himfelf, which He freely 
offered up upon the Crofs. The Confideratioa 
of thofe intolerable Pains, and that ignomi- 
nious Death, which' He underwent for this 
Purpofe, may be better fuited to another Sea- 
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fon than die prefent i but I here mention it 
as one gre;it End of our Lo&d's Incarnation : 
It being (as far as we are able to judge) high- 
ty proper that the ^Mediator between Cod and 
Man, ihould be Partaker of the Human zs^ 
well as the Divine Nature ^ at once Ma;i that 
He xm^tfuffirf and God that His Sufitrings 
might have Merit enough to attone for our. 
Sins This is that ** Lamb of God, who ta'^ 
ketb away the Sin of the World. This is tha^ 
^B£ loved Son, in whom the Father hath decla--^ 
red Bimjklf well-pleafed ', and for whofe Sake. 
He gracioufly vouchfafes to be ^ reconciled to 
us, when wicked Works (thofe Works of the 
Devil) had made us Enemies unto Him, and; 
Objedts of His heavy but juft Difpleafure. 
• There is now no Condemnation to them that. 
are in Christ ye/us; to them who ivalknql, 
ifter the Flejb, but after (he Spirit. . ; ; .,-, 

- And to compleat all, the Son qf.GoD hath,.; 
by being manifefied, nptoaty reftored us tOj 
the Divine Favour, but procured for u§ atf 
leaft a full Equivalent for that BlefTedneisr 
which was forfeited by the FalK If we loAr. 
ah earthly Paradifehy the Tranfgreflion of <:^ur 
Firft Parent, yet by the ^ RefurreSlion of 
Christ from the Dead we are begotten againr^ 

a 1 Tim. II. 5. b Joh. 1. 29. ' <; Matt, III. 17. 

d Col. I. 21. c Rom. VIII. I. f iPct.I.3,4.' . 

unto 
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unto an Inheritance incorruptthk and und^i^^ 
rejerved in Heaven for us : THither our * Lord 
h gone td ftepare a Place for usi tbatt m^bert 
He is, there we may be alfo. — IndcefU fW 
Work-xA the Devil, one Confequence of the 
Fall, muft take Place ; ^ it being by an irrt- 
Tcrfible Decree appointed unto Men once to die* 
And yet, ^ over Death we have the Vi&mj 
through our Lord J ejus Christ j This Iq/i 
Work of our ^ Enemy He witt, in His good 
Time, deftroy; When ^ thefe Bodies of ouf'< 
Jhati be iraifid from the Grave, and faflnond 
Hke unto His glorious Body\ When ^ tins m^ 
ruptible JhaU put on Incorruption, and this Mor^ 
tal jhall put on Immortality. 

Thus fully hath the Manifejlation of the 
Son of God anfwered the Purpofe (ff dsjiroying 
tie Works of the Devil : Thus doth He £A 
deliver us fronj the Power and DominioQi 
and then from all the deflrudtive Confequen- 
ces, of our Sins. Oilr Under/landings He en^ 
lightens by His fTord, our fVills He re<aific8. 
Iw His Holy Spirit, and to our Affe^ions He 
aadf eflcs the moft powerful aftd engaging Mih 
tives; He hath reconciled us to His emended 
leather By the Obediei^ce of His Life and the 
Sacrifice of Jiis Death : and by Hi« glorious 

a Job XIV. 3. b Heb. IX. 27. c 1 Cor. XV. 57. 

d Ibid. 26. e PhU. III. 21. f i Cor. XV. 53- 

' ' •'• ' '' " -Refur- 
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KefarreAion and Afceniion He hath tpeneit 
unto us the Gates of Heaven. In a Word, He 
hath compleatly repaired all our Loffes hj that 
great }Fork of the Devil, the Fall of our Fir& 
Parents ; having provided a Reraedy comaienk 
&irate to the Evils thereby introduced; thaib 
^as in Adam Ml died, even fo in Christ jiH 
may be made alive. t* 

Well then might the Holy Angels^ thoA^ 
Friends to Mankind, ufc fo very different 
Forms as They are reprefented to have ufed^ 
upon Satan's defcending into thefe lower Rc*\ 
g^ons^ and upon our Lord'$ Manifeftation in 
the Flcfh, On the former Occafion, f« ^ ^ae 
^* (fay they) to the Inhabitants of the Eixrtk 
^and of the Sea J for the Devil is come dowH> 
^*unto Ton, having great Wrath !'^ But on 
thib latter, " * Gkry to God in the Hi^hejif^ 
^* and on Earth Peace^ QoodrWill towards 
^^Menr 

And now, what remains but jthat we fhoulA 
€«3[quirc, and this very briefly, as was propo^'i 
poied, 

IV. Laflly, What Vfes it becomes ns to make 
of the Doftrincs already delivered ? And, 

I. Since, as appeared under my jF/;r/?Headi. 
this Son of God, who hath done fo muchyi>r, 

,« I Cor. XV. 2,2. b Rev. XII, la. c hvk. II. 14. 

us 
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us Men and for our Salvation, is Himfclf GoD 
as well as Mani let us with Gratitude receive 
and acknowledge Him under both thofc Cha* 
radcrs: Neither prefumptuoufly queftioning 
the Truthy becaufc We do not comprehend 
the Manner^ of this My fiery ofQodlinefsy the 
Union of Two fuch infinitely £Jlant Natures; 
nor leflening our Notions of our Saviour's Coth 
dejcenjion, ^nd of Courfe our Gratitude for it, 
by denying the Reality of either of thefe Na- 
tures in His Perfon ; the Divine^ which He 
had from Everlajiingi or the Human, which 
He aiTumed for our Sakes. Let us Jove Hint 
as our Brother,, praife Him as our Redeemer, 
ebey Him as our Majier, and adore Him as 
our God, 

2, Since the Devil hafh been the Author 
and Occafion of fo much Diforder in our Nat 
ture, hath introduced fo much Evil and Mif 
fery into the World i what can be a more na^ 
tural Inference, than that we fhould always 
consider him as our worji Enemy, and (as 
much as in us lies ) renounce all Intercourfo 
and Comfnuiiipation with Him. This is ^ 
Inference by no means unfuitable tp the pre- 
fent Seafbn : A Seafon in which we have great 
Reafbnr %o commemorate with Joy and Glad- 
nefs of Heart, our Blefled Lord's unparalleled 
Goodneff in giving fis the ViSlory oyer tjijt 

gran4 
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grand Adverfary of Mankind. Bat, fhould w? 
projiitute this Holy Seafoii fo abominably, a$ 
to make it znOccaJion for indulging ourfelves 
in any of Thofe Works of Darknefs which 
tend to advance the Interefts of his Infernal 
Kingdom ! What an * Advantage would Satan^ 
by thefe means get over us! What a T^riumpb 
fhould we give him over our own Souls, and, 
as^ far as in us lay, over our dear Redeemer 
Himfelf! Butlaftly; 

3. Since the Son of God was mahifejiedfor 
this very Purpofe that He might dejiroy the 
Works of the Devils the great Inference of 
all is, that we ihould beware left ^ we receivo 
the Grace ofQoi^ in vain; and left this mer- 
ciful Defign fhould hcfru/irated by our Neg-- 
k£i. For, notwithftanding all that the Son of 
God hath done for us, we fhall find ourfelves 
dreadfully miftaken, if we fit ftill, imagining 
we have Nothing to do^^r ourfelves. Christ 
hath indeed put us in a Capacity of being fa- 
ved ; but faved we muft be, not like mere 
Machines without any Intention or Endea- 
vours on our Part, but like Rational and Free 
^eings- If we continue in the Habits, and 
under the Dominion, of Sin, in vain fliall we 
cxped: that Christ will deliver us from the 
(purle of it : So far otherwife, that thi$ Offer 

^ iCor. II. II. b Ibid. VI. I. 

of 
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of iSW/MT^ff having been &U6 proftncly ne^^ 
ItBedy will ferve only to aggravate our Guilty 
and encreafe our Condemnation. 

May We all dien thmkfulfy receive T'Orin^ 
efiimable Benefit ^ and chearfuUy coop<»iate with 
the gracious Purpofe of the Son of God> by 
putting away froni w all £vil and Impurity, 
and • departing (as every one that nameth ibt 
Ndfne of Christ Jhou/d depart) f ram ImquiT 
ty I May we anfwer the Defign of His Com- 
ing into the World, ^ who gave Hm/^ffor 
us, that He might not only ndeem usfr^m alt 
Iniquity, but purify mM6 Hiffyi^ a pecukaf 
Peep/e, Zealous of Good tV^rlks I 

a 2 Tim. II. 19. b Tit. 11. 14. 
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SERMON X. 

Jeremiah XLV. 5, 

Seekeji Hou Great Thifigs for ThyfelfP 
Seek them not—- 

IF there te yet remaining in the Mind of 
Man an Affeflion worthy of Its high Ex- 
tradion, or capable of producing Fruits 
beneficial and praife- worthy ; it is Th's^ 
which may here feem to be difcpuntenanced 
and condemned. To a Dcfire of Great Things^ 
Things either really Great or apprehended to 
be fuch, the World has, in fadt, all along 
been indebted fcr moft of the Good Things 
done in it. Where this Paflion^is over-pow- 
ered in the Breafts of particular Perfons^ eve- 
ly generous Sentiment decays, every manly 
Purfuit is neglcfted, in Proportion. And, in 
Truth, fcarce would * the Preeminence of a 
Man above a Beaji be worth aflertkig, were 
every Tendency towards Great Things quite loji 

a JEccl. HI. 10. 

from 
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from among us ; — were the ereSi Pofture of 
our Bodies no longer accompanied by zjidta* 
He Elevation of our Souls. 

And yet (fo clofely is Danger connedted 
with Privilege in our very Conftitution !) there 
is no Inlet into the Mmd of Man, by means 
whereof our great Adverfary has, from the Be- 
ginning, gained a more eafy or more fatal Ad- 
vantage againji usy than This. — ** * Te Jball 
" be as Godsy* faid he to our Parents in Pa- 
radife ; and fo well did the flattering Offer 
fucceed with the Firji Adam^ that he fcems 
to have laid the chief Strefs on a Propofal of 
the like Sort in his Attempt upon the Seconds 
The Difplay of ^ all the Kingdoms of the Earth 
and the Glory of them^ was indeed withftood 
by Him, who had voluntarily quitted an un- 
fpeakably greater ' Glory which He bad with 
His Father before the World was. But the 
Tempter's Meafures were othepwife well laid; 
and proved more fuccefsful upon fbme of our 
Lord's earlieft Followers ; For we Ibon find 
Two of them petitioning to *^/, the one on 
His Right'Hand, the other on His Left^^^Hand 
in His Kingdom. And, fo jealous were the 
other Apojiles of any Encroachment upon their 
Rank and Precedence, that • when the Ten 

a Gen. III. 5. b Matt. IV. 8,9, Sec. c Joh. XV0.5. 
d , Matt. XX. 21. € Ibid. 24, 2^ , ^c."' 

heard 
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rd it, tbey were moved with Indignation 
\inji the T^wo Brethren. Nor could the moft 
iftionate Cautions, given lippn This and 
er Occafions, prevent * a Love to have the 
^-eminence from very early infefting the 
'ifiian Church. And (I fuppofe) I need not 
e expatiate on the many Schifms and Hq- 
cs, the Parties and Fadlions, the Oppref- 
is and Perfecutions, which have ever fince 
njpringing up from the fame Root of Bit^ 
nefs. As to the Kingdoms of this World i 
Hiftories of all Ages are filled with Ac- 
mts of the Commotions raifed and the Mif- 
efs done in particular Countries, by the In- 
jues of afpiring Statefmen ; ^ and the more 
cnfive Ravages, the DeJiruSiions brought 
n the Earth, when the fame Spirit has ac- 
jtcd its Princes. — In fhort, Ambition is the 
ire, into which the aSlive Part of Man- 
id are always moft eafily betrayed : And we 
y fay in T!his, with St. fames in a like 
fe; ^ifa Man offend not, in feeking Great 
tngs, the fame is a perfeSl Man. 
The Regulation of an Affeftion fo cxtenfive 
its Influence, and fo interefting in its Ef- 
ts, muft needs be of confiderabic Impor- 
ce i not only in refpedt of the Innocence 
particular Pcrfons, but the Peace of Socie-- 

[/L 3 Job. 9. b Jam. III. 2. 

ties 
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ties and the Happinefs of Mankind. Andj I 
truft therefore, an Attempt for this Pbipofe 
win be the more favourably cxcnfed; diougft 
I fhould only bring to Your Remembrance a 
few plain Truths, by Way of adjufling the 
Extents and (under due Rcftridtions) reconh 
mending the Ohfervance of the Advice in my 
Text; Seeleji Thou Great Things for Tbyfelft 
Seek them not. 

The Caution, in its moft ohviom Meanings 
has been thought but little fiiited to the Oc* 
caiion upon which it was given. BarucA, to 
whom it is here addreffed, feems to have been 
in Circumftanccs by no Means calling for any 
Check of this Kind; having lately, after wri- 
ting from Jeremiah^s Mouth a feyere Denun- 
ciation of Divine Judgments impending on his 
Country, and * reading it in the Bars of all 
the PrinceSf found it neceflary to bide bimfelj 
from the Refcntment and declared Vengeance 
of King ^ Jehoiakim. And, what Temptation 
to form ambitious Projedls here ? What Room 
to. expeft Great Things ? Or, what Need of 
DiiTuafives from the Purfuit of them ? Hence 
Commentators have endeavoured to aflign Ibme 
more probable Interpretation. But, without 
detaining You with an Enumeration of thejf 
various Conjedlures, I fhall take Leave to con- 

« Jen XXXVI. 8, 15, ig, 26, &C. Ih AM. XLV. i. 

fidcr 
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fider the Worcis. ift iiimt pluo alid tiihyieiis 
Scn&. How unpttitiiifiiig &ever £9ra^A^i pre^ 
lent Sitiiatioa migh£ b«^ hift l>efiK of one 
more advanced was not perhaps wholly extii>- 
gui£bcd : Ox$ hovvseirerf though be could icarce 
hope to rife to any ' Great things^ he might, 
be (and his Comptfunts mali^ it probable that 
he was ) fretful *id impatfenjt on account of 
db«5 Want of them. And w This View, the 
Faff^ge before us conveyg to him at once 
Comfort under hi$ pjrefeett Condition and In- 
Aru(ftion for his future Conduft. " Beheld 
•* ( faith God by his Prophet ) ^ that which I 
^bave built I will pill down^ and that which 
** / have planted 1 will phtch up; even this 
" whk h^nd. Atdy feekeji TChoH Qreat Things 
''Jhr tbyfelf? Doth thy Bt%Ti.^ill run out 
*• after Exaltation and Dignity, Prei-<mincnce 
** and Power ? Know, that> in Times of pub- 
•*lick Calamity, a fafe Retreat, a contented 
** Privacy, is a Situation far more defirable. 
** And this is ftill in thy Option : For, though 
•* ^ / will bring evil upm ^ll Fle/hf yet J'hy 
Life will I give unto ^h^e for a Pref in all 
«* Pla(e$ whither thou goeft. Turn therefore 
thy Complaints of thy Qbicurity into Thank- 
fulnefs for thy Prefcrvatiop. Learn to con- 
traft thy WiCb^s and to fuit them to thy 

"Circum- 
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^^ Circumftances : And, when diou canft ft 
«* little hope to obtain Great things, or to 
<^ do Good With them if obtained, feek them 



** not:' 



The Advice, thus undcrftood, appears to 
have been a prudential Caution given to a par^^ 
ticular Perfon upon a fpecial Occafion : And 
therefore, however delivered va generall[tvai%^ 
need not be confidered as an abfohite Probiih 
fion, extending itfelf to all Perlbns, on every 
Occafion whatfoever. I ihall therefore en- 
deavour, 

!• Firfif To explain the real Import ^ and to 
adjujl the Extent^ of the Advice itfelf. 

!!• Secondly y To illujlrate the ReaJbnaUe- 
nefs of it fo explained and limited. And 
then, 

IIL Thirdly, To apply the Confiderations 
before offered to the Regulation of our 
Pra^ice. 

I. Now by Great Things may, in General 
be underftood any of Thofe Advantages in ad 
eminent Meafure or Degree, on Account of 
which Men are pleafed with themfetves, Of 
refpefted by others* 

But, are we, then, allowed to feek none of 
thefe ? Can an Ambition to excell be, in it- 
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fiy^, bknfieablc or criminal ? No, furely ; but 
mther the contrary : At Icaft^ like other Af-* 
fe€tiohs in a Moral Eftimate, T[bis muft tak© 
its Denomination from Circumjiances \ i\3s^- 
z& the ^ality of its ObjeEt^ and the Means 
iiXiA Intention With which it is excrtcd^.~Ta 
be a little more particular. 

The fuperiour Advantages now under Con-^ 
^deration may be, either fuch as are inherent 
in us and (as it were) Parts of our/elves i of, 
fuch as are extrinfecal and adventitious ^o us. ' ; 

And Firji, Among Great I'Aings of tjhe For-^ 
mer Kind, Thofe of the Body may, I fuppofc, , 
be fet afide d.s foreign to the prefetit Enquiry ir 
Becaufe^ though Bodily Advantages, as Healthy ^ 
Strength, .&c. may not only^ in their proper 
Order, defcrve our Care, but be capable alfo 
of being, in Jbme Meafure, improved by it^ 
yet, Xh^ eminent Degrees of them are confeflcd** 
ly out of the Reach of our Endeavours ^ ife 
fibt being in any Man's Power, wefe it worth 
his Study, * by taking T'hought to add one Cu^ 
bit to his Stature. 

But the Great Things of the XJnderJianding; 
arc better jfitted, at once to anfwer and to re^ 
ward the Pains of a regular Purfuit : An4 
tbefe, we may be fure, cannot in tbemfelvet 
be' an improper Objeft of the Attention aQ4 

a Matt. VI. Z7. 
rnwVol. 2, Q^ Search 
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Search of Rational Beings z So far othefwiftt 
that Aigb Attainments in Learning muft need& 
be ornamental and commendable whcSrefoc^rer 
they are founds: but muft be Q^ndificatioDS 
neccffary to be' fomid in Perfons, ^at wbofe 
Mouths the People are to feek Information in 
any Branch of Science, aaid whrfe UpsJbwU 
accordingly Keep Knowledge^ More efpeciaUy 
muft They incur the Imputation of Folfy^ id 
the Sight both of God and Man > ti4io, by 
the Munificence of Thofe that have gone be** 
fore them, enjoy the invaluable Oppbrturiity 
of a liberal and learned Educationy if^ whes 
there is, as it were literaUy, ^a Price put iw 
to their Hands to get Wijdom^ They ftoiald bt 
found t6 have no Heart to it. 

«< Whether the Cidtivation of our InteUeC'^ 
*^ tual Povrtvs in This imperfeSt State i*iD^ 
^ even naturally , be of confiderable Advafatagcr 
^ to our glorified Spirits in taking in Thdb 
^larger Meafures of Knowledge vrhach will 
•^'hereafter be conununicated to thcda^*^ (ig 
has been argued by fome ) I prcfome not M 
fiiy. Thus much we are fure of^ t>ectiiie iftus 
much we feel, that Truth v^y by the pfdeot 
Cixiftitution of our Natures, an Ofajo^ aa a- 
^reeaWe to the Eye of our Minds z^ Ligkt I» 
io That o( our &)dies. And juftly migbt wi 

a Mai. II. 7.^ bEror.XVII,i6. 

Jw© 



th Tkfo'i of great ^ngs. 24^ 

firom hnc» have conclude^!, that a L&oe of 
Truth VBk\Ati^ affrpfoed By the O^at Antbof^ . 
of oar Faculties, aind 4 laborious Pwrfiiit oj? . 
emktent Degrees of it proportionably re^ward-^ 
gbk by Him; though the ^extenjive Learning;, 
©f M^feSi the accurate ^ Skill in Natural Pro^ 
du&Uns ot S^omorii and the "" Eloquence of A*' 
f^HaSf had not been recorded with Comment 
iati&fii tior iht forci^e Reajbntng and the 
Mhei* illujlrious Accotnplijhments of St. Paul 
exemplified, in Thofe ^ Script ures^ which 'were 
given hy the In/piratian of God. 

Not but' that the Catrtion in my Text may* 
profitably be applied tothe C^afe now before 
68* — For, Seekejl ^hon the Great Things of . 
Kfiowledge and Erudition? Doft Thou, in 
Coiifidence of thy own Induftry and Abilities, 
•Aj)^ to rife up earfy and late take Rejl, and 
Mt the Bread of Carefulnefs i without erer ap- 
^ymg for a Bleffing to that ^Father of tight Sy 
from 'vohom I'his and every Good Gift comet h t 
Aft Thou fo wholly intent upon enriching thy 
Mmd with fpecutative Science, as to negIe(S 
tihe Acquifition of Things j^r greater, fueh a^ 
Gqodnefs of Temper, Singlenefs of Heart, Pu- 
rity of AiRdtions, and the like; which are even: 
at prefent, incomparably more valuable and or* 

a AasVII.22 b I Kin. IV. 30, kc. c AasVUI. 24- 
d^zTim. III. 16. e PfsJ. CXXVII. :j. f Jam. 1. 17. 

. ' Q^ namcntal 
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namental; and which> when ^ Propbefy JhaU 
fail, when Tongues jhall ceafe, when (what wc 
now account) Knowledge Jhall vani/h away^ wc 
are aflured, fhall never fail? Or, being **«fti- 
bus of fuperiour Gifts, feekeft Thou to excellp 
in order to fcrve the Purpofes of Vanity and 
Oftcntation, by combating eftablifhed Doci* 
trines, or pulling down eftaWiflied CharadcfSi 
rather than to promote the Glory of God, tie 
Edifying of His Cburcbf and the Benefit /of 
Mankind ? Doft thou, in this Manner, or for 
fuch Ends as Thefe, feek the Great Things of 
the Underftanding ? Seek them not. 

Again : If we pafs on to Advantages extrin^ 
feed to us ; the Caution in the Text mull not 
be underftood as difcouragirig all Endeavours 
to advance our Credit and Reputation ill the 
World; much lefs as condemning all Con- 
cern for the Good Opinion of others* Man is 
not only an intelligent but zfocial Being : Nor 
is the Difcovery of Truth more agreeable to 
him in the former Capacity than a Confciouf^ 
nefs of the EJieem of thofe about him is in Ac 
latter. Reputation is, in fa<3:, the great In* 
Jlrument by which a Man is capable either of 
receiving any Good from the World, or of 
doing any Good in it. His moft generous 
Defigns will be thwarted, his beft Aftion$ 

as Cor. Xm. 8. b Ibid. XIV. 1 2. 

fu^edcdt 
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fofpeded, his moft friendly Advices and ten- 
dered Reproofs mifconftrued and at beft flight- 
ed, unlefs his Perfon be efteemed and his 
Charadter reverenced. So valuable a Proper- 
ty, then, as a Good-Name^ may well defervc 
to be guarded with Care : Nay we may fure- 
ly be allowed to feek for eminent Degrees of 
Regard from thofe about us, in order to be of 
more eminent Advantage to them. 

Thefe Confiderations, to which many others 
might be added, recommend the Care of Re- 
putation to all Chrijtians in Generd. Need I 
obferve, with what peculiar Force they plead 
for a Degree of Tendernefs, and even Jea-^ 
Itmfy of it, in Thofe Orders or Thofe Societies 
of Chriftians, who arc, from the Nature of 
their ProfeiTion, or the End of their Inftitu- 
tion, • the Salt of the Earth 5 and are as fuch 
concerned, by Example as well as Inftrucftion, 
to promote Virtue and Piety among Mankind. 
^ofuch are the Exhortations of our Lord and 
His Apoftles more eminently applicable ; — to 
^ let their Light Jhine before Men; to "provide 
bonefl Things not only in the Sight of the Lord 
but alfo in the Sight of Men ; ^ to abjlain from 
all Appearance, as well as aftual Commiflion, 
of Evil Their Ufefulnefs to the Publick de- 

a Matt. V. 13. b Ibid. 16. c 2 Cor. VIII. 21. 

aiThcff.V.32. 
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pends fo greatly on the Efteem they ftand iij 
with the Publick, that they muft be, nat on-» 
ly^ careful to maintain GoadWorks^ but watgh-* 
ftU ^ lefi their Good be evil-J^en. of. Much 
Regard muft by them be paid to the Sfnth 
tnentSy foaie even to the Prejudices of thofe 
they hav^ to do with. Something more tbafl 
might otherwife be neceffary, will at ctrtm 
Seafons become expedient, in order to *= cut off 
Occafionfrom T^bofe who defire Oecafion* ^For 
fo is the Will oj God, that with welUdoittgTt 
may put to Silence the ignorant Cl^mour^ <tf 
the unthinking, and remove the ^uifpicioiis i£ 
mif-informed Men. 

Yet here allb foine Ufa may be ma/ck <af 
the Caution uufjer oqr Coniideration. FoTi 
feekefi Tbm the reputed Great Things of ex* 
tenfive Fam^, of popular Acclamations, of 
Vain-Glory? Art Thou anxioufly "" fearful^ 
the ReprQaches of Men, and eagerly foUiHtoiif 
that ^ all Men fhould fpeak well of Thee i Dofl 
Thou, in Confequence of this, meanly at^r 
tempt to recommend thyfelf, to the Multitude 
bylaw and trifling Qualifications ; to BadMn 
of higher Rank, by bafe Flattery and fordid 
Compliances j ^nd to Mankind in geqeral by 
a njiain Affe^afiori of appea^rir^^ rather, than | 

a Tit. III. «. l> Rom. XIV. 1 6. c 2 Cor. XI. la. 

4 I P^t. II. 15. c l:^. LI. 7. f Lnfc, VI. 26. .. a 

real 
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real Endeavour U be, good. Doft Thou not 
only in Things iW/^r^/ accommodate Thyr 
&MtQ the Prejudices, hut ia Thiog« * unlfl'W" 
Jul conform U tbf Caurfe^ of tbh World? Art 
Thou, in« £bort» more ftudioji^ tQ ieicur^ ^ the 
Fraife of Men than the PrOife (f Ood ; and 
ready upon Occjdjon, to ""pleqfe M^n even it 
the Expence of thy Allegiance fp Christ ? 
Doft Thou thusfeek the Great Things of Fame 
and Popularity ? — Seek them not. 

Once mores Though the Cai}tio9 be^e,p}s 
jnoft properly refpeds the Greaf f kings qf 
Power »ndi Grandeur ^ high Titles and exalted 
Stations i yet neither is every Defire of Thjs 
t^ind abfoktely or mthpuf ^Kceptioit. condeflBO^i- 
^ by it. Magijlracy and Damjnion in the Ch 
njU Society *re ii^difpenfably ne^reflTary to pr*;- 
Icrve any tolerable Order <?r H^ppin^f^fltmeftg 
Meni and as peceffary grc Authority find jR«^ 
in th« ^Qcv^y fpiritual to ^nfw:?r i^c Ends of 
its Inftitujdon ai?i<?pg Chr^ians; And accprd- 
ipgly* ** Power is declared to hp the Ordin^ncfi 
ifGrOJ} in th.^ former', and, by the Appoint- 
jment of it« Divine Founder, the^re are ^ Qor 
vernments a$ well as Helps fit or conftituted 
in the latter. Now in all Governments thenc 
muft be a Diftin^on of Stations : Some muft 

a Rom. XII. 2. b Joh. XII. 43. c Gal. 1. 10. 

4 Rom. Xm. 2, e 1 Cor. XU. 28, 
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prefide, as well as others be in SuiJeSfion; and 
(we may be fure) what fome muft execute, 
it cannot be the Duty of All to decline. -^ 
The Truth is, the fame God, who hath made 
a Subowiination of Offices neceffary for the 
Purpofes of Society, doth alfo endow diflferent 
Perfons with Abilities nfpeMively fuited to the 
Adminiftration of each. And, fhould Men 
thus entrufted, inftead of being ready to em- 
ploy their Talents for the Purpofes for which 
they were given, refolve to bury them in an 
inadlive and ufeleft Retirement : ShouI4 Thcyi 
out of Apprehenfion of Danger, or Fondneft 
of Eafe, but cipecially out of SuUcnnefs ot 
8oumefs of Temper, refufe to engage in any 
Publick Office, when their Affijlance is want^ 
edj and They regularly called upon to give it: 
3uch # Coniiu<^, far from being commend- 
able, could hardly be eycufable 1 It would be 
withholding from the Community that Share of 
Service which every Community hath a Right 
to expedl from its Members : It would be de^ 
ferting the Poft affigned them by Providence: 
And muft ftand condemned at once by Reajon 
and Revelation I which agree in afluring u«, 
that as -we are not born for our/elves alone j fo 
■ none of us livethy or ought to live, unto hinh 

a Rom. XIV. j. ' 

Thcr() 
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There is no Wheel in the Machine of Go- 
vernment fo ineonfiderablc, but that it re* 
iquires to be properly moved; no OJic£ in the 
Community fo low, but that it is of Confe- 
quence to the Whole to have it well executed. 
More particularly neceflary, then, muft it be, 
that the higher Offices^ the more important 
Trufts, fliould be conduced with Integrity 
and Abilities equal to the Eminence and Im- 
portance of them. Much has often depend- 
ed, and in the Nature of Things muft de- 
pend, at critical Seafons efpccially, upon the 
Advancement of Men of This Character. Be- 
fides the other Ends of Providence ferved by 
the Promotion of^Jofeph in the Court oiPha^ 
raohj of how great Moment were the Servicer 
he was thereby enabled to perform, not only 
to that Prince J but ( I will venture to add, 
notwithftanding the Suggeftions of prophane 
Wits or Jk^rjicial Reafoners) to the whole Pea-!' 
pie of Eg^t. Thus again, the Jews (under 
God) owed their Deliverance from utter Ex- 
tirpation to the feafonable Advancement of 
Efiher to the Throne of Ahafuerus^ And, 
when flie ieemed willing to be excufed from 
exerting her Influence in fo dangerous an Exi- 
gency, the Expoftulation of Mordecai deferves 

a Gen. XIJI» &q. 

cue 
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our Notice ; ** * Who kmwethy whether fhm 
^* art come to the Kingdom for fuch a Time es 
«* This ? '• The Great Govemour of the Unir 
^rerfe raifeth up extraordinary Injlruments for 
£Xtraordinary Emergencies; upon which (bould 
jthe Persons (o pointed out refufe to engage^ 
<hey would (as far as in them lay) counter^ 
the Defigns of Providence, and have ReaTqp 
to fear, they might haply be f mind even tofgbt 
againft God. 

But then here mod efpecially applicable i^ 
ibe Caution in th? Text ; becaufe here we ihall 
be moft in Danger oi falling. Our Purfuit of 
the Great Things of This World may Qn far 
nous Accounts become blameablp and criipir 
nal ; and it certainly will be fuch, " if w^ Sui 
any of ih^va purely for their own Sokes;" '^if 
we feci Thofe of them, to which our ji0p 
^^ ties are not equal;* ^^if wtfeek Tho^, |w 
^^ which we are qualified, by Met^f indir0 
^^ and dijhonourable ;' or even, " wm. the Ufc 
** oi fair Means we are impatient of D^h 
^^ zxi^ fretful againji others that prove more 
«* fuccelsful." — Seekeft Thou then, m anyoi 
Thcfe Ways, to raife thyfelf to a Situatioo of 
Eminence and Dignity ? Doft Thou, ia par* 
ticular, make Honour and Promotion thy cbi^ 
Aim^ thy proper End; purfuing it> not in or» 

a Efth. IV. 14.. 
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ijcr to promote the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Mankind, but merely to aggr/imiizet 
or (iwrhitth is yet a pieaner View) to enrich thy^- 
^If, or { which is ftill the mcaneft of all) to 
nkibi Frvoijion for the Flejb to fulJU the Lufis 
thererf? — Or^ over^rating thy own Abilities^ 
doft Thou afpirc to Offices of Truil or. Pow^ 
cr "without the ^aUfications requifite for dif«- 
charging them with Credit to thyfeJf and Adr 
vantage to others ? — Or, inftcad of entering 
in bji the D^or c£ real Merit and Ufefulnefs to 
the PuhHck, 60&, Thou attempt to c/mh up 
fiwie otier fTa^p by the various Arts of Cir*- 
poraventioa and Detraction, of Flattery and 
FcodSitution ? — Or, art Than pee^Jb and jue^ 
rukus upon every Difappointment of Thy* 
otherwife lawful, PurfuitSj importunate and 
clamorous agaioft Thofe, who are ai/e to pro^ 
inpte Tiee to Honour ^ and envious againft 
jQtfaerSy vfho Jiep in before Theef — &eeke/i Thou 
thus the Great Things of Station and Pre*emi« 
tience ? Seek them not. 

hct me juil ohferve farther; that, if the 
Caution before us leaves Room for the Eac^r-r 
fife^ and even the Defire^ of Power and Au* 
thority, in Perfons July qualified for» and re^ 
gularfy coiled tOf, them ; it muft alfo for the 
4ame Reafon, aUbw of fuch outward Marks of 
J)iftin£lim as may be neceffary to fecure the 
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very Endsy for which. Power and Authotitjr 
themfelves are inftituted among Men. Tho 
Greatejl Tubings of this World are, in trathi 
ib little^ that there is Need of much Art to 
conceal their real Condition, and by. a Kind of 
borrowed Greatnefs to conciliate a proper Vcf 
neration from Thofe who moft want to be aw-^ 
cd by them. Hence even JVife Men^ when in 
Authority, how much Ibever they may defpife 
all Pomp and Pageantry, will, notwithftand* 
ing, fubmit to the XJfe of fomething of Thi$ 
Kind : At the fame Time amidft the Splcn* 
dour, guarding againft the Pride ^ of Life: Al^ 
way remembring, that the brigbteft Oma^ 
ments of a liigh Station are of a different 
Kind : «— That, to anfwer the Charafter of a 
wortby Magijirate^ they muft ^put on Rigb^ 
teoufnefs and let it cloatb tbem^ whilA jfu^e* 
ment muft be unto tbem as a Robe and a Dia^ 
dem : And, that even Sacrednefs of Profeffi&n^ 
added to Dignity of Station^ will after all be 
infufficient, without SanSlity of Manners^ to 
render ^tbe Garment of Holinefs truly bonour^ 
able. 

Upon the Whole : The Defire condemned, 
in the Text, is not a Defire of any Thing 
perfeBive of our Nature, or fuited to the Dig" 
nity of it; nor yet of any Thing neceflEuy to 

a Job. XXIX. 14. b Eccluf. L. 1 1. ^ 
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prclervc the Order , or to promote the Hap-^ 
pinefs^ of the World about us: In other 
Words, the Defire of Great Things is not in 
/^^difcountenanccd, but only in the Mifap-* 
plication or the MifconduSi of it. How ju/ily 
it is, in this View, difcountenanced, may ap-* 
pear from confidering, 

II. Secondly y 'Dx't Reajonablenefs of the Ad^ 
vice before us, as now explained and li-* 
mited* 

The T'wo principal Objedts of a wife Man's 
Concern, fo far, I mean, as relates to him-^ 
felf will { I fuppofe ) be allowed to be, *^ an 
^* eajy andfafe Pajfage through tbisjhort Life: 
and, " a fecure Reverjion of Happinefs in the 
** endlefs Life to come*' And fliould not only 
the irregular Purfuity but the very Pofjeffion^ 
of the Great Things under Gonfideration ap- 
pear likely to expofe both thefe Interefts to no 
imall Hazard 5 the Point before us will, I pre- 
fiime, want no farther Illuftration.^— Let us 
fee then, 

Firjl^ How the Cafe ftands with regard to 
a Man's quiet and comfortable Pajfage through 
the prefent Life. 

He that affedls to be greateji of Alh muft 

'generally be^ for fome confiderable Time at 

leaft, the Servant of Ml : In This Service ma- 

. ny 
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nf Humours muft be gratifiedi many te^xMA 
Attendances given, perhaps mtoy little Tbwgi 
done* Nor is this only an irkjime but an m^ 
vidious Employment : No fooner is a Man pet* 
ccivcd to have rmfed his Views, but the Jee-^ 
lou/ies of all about him are alarmed i aild hb. 
Oppofers will probably be ftill more niunerottS 
than his Competitors : For, in this Conteft it 
frequently becomes neCeflary/ not only td 
counter-ad the Efforts of Thofe who contend 
for the fame Prize, but to guard againft the 
wanton Malice of the otherwife nnconceiMdi 
Spedators : Whilft there is fcarce any of tbcfzt 
fb infignificant as not to be able, by fbme ill 
Office or other, to retard the Progrefs, if nof 
wholly to defeat the Pretenfions of a rifii^ 
Man. — And how difcouraging muft be tbtf 
Attempt, to work through the combined Op- 
pofition of Sournefs and Malevolence, of Con^ 
petition and Envy ! What a Temptation This, 
were a Man's own Security and Satisfadion to 
be his only Concern^ inftead of wiihing to be 
^Jpokenfor to the King or to the Captain ^tk 
Ho/i, to chufe to dwell among his trii^n Peopkf 
Let us, however, /uppo/e thefe and the fike 
Difficulties furmounted, and the Ambitious 
Man's Wifhes happily accomplifhed. Bati 
why do I fay, happily .? Honour and £xalta«* 

a 2 Kin. IV. 13. 
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m mxy be obtained, aiid jet real HapptHeft 
as great a Diftance as ever : In refpe& o£ 
^>, he may be, and generally is, as much* 
(appointed in (what is called) the SuccefSi a^ 
\ could have been by the Failure of bis Pro- 
ds. Pomp and Grandeur appear large, an^ 
L the Eye, when viewed at a Di/lancei but, 
mtrary to other Objefts of Sight, grow lefi 
proportion to the Nearnefs of our \Appr<^iicb 
them. Indeed an elevated Situation is too 
fy to furnifh out any filid Entertainment ^ 
ip'Mind of Man ; and the Mind of the Man,^ 
kai: is moft in Love with it, is often of ib 
xuliar a Cafl, that the fmall Satisfadtion; 
hich his Acquifitions might otherwife afford 
im, lies at the Mercy of every one that 
imes in his Way : They, who €(mld notper^ 
ips Jbinder his Advancement, may however 
f an Omiffion of Ceremony, efpecially by a> 
rttled Refufal of Refpeft, more than faf]i« 
iently embitter his Enjoyment of it. Be /fo- 
)an diftinguiflied by Marks of Royal Favour 
ever fo uncommon ; yet * all thefe jhatl avail 
im nothing fo long as be fees Mordecai the Jew^ 
iting at the King's Gate, without paying to 
fim the ufual Tokens of Refped and Reve-« 
snce. How little to be envied mufi a Matir 
f Thifi Turn of Mind be, even in the mod 

exalted 
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exalted Station ; whilft he is more dependent 
upon \m fuppofed InitxioMvs for their Tribute 
of Homage and Veneration, then Thsj canbe. 
upon him for his Countenance or Favour. 

But, were the Poflcffion of Honours and 
high Offices more fatisfaftory than it ufually 
is, yet the Precarioufnefs of the Tenure muft 
make confiderable Abatements from the Value 
of the Pur chafe. Of TChis we need go npftc*. 
ther for ian Inftance than to the Perfbn juffc 
mentioned ; who, from • having bis Seatabtna 
all the Princes about King Ahafuerus^ was fud* 
denly dragged to the ignominious Execudon 
which *• he had prepared for his Adverfary^ 
Royal Favour has in all Ages been complained 
of, for its very uncertain Duration : And the 
Breath of the Populace^ in Countries thought 
to enjoy more Freedom, is perhaps ftill lc6 
to be relied on. And indeed, "^Man being m 
^^JMJion of Honour has generally lefs JJkder'^ 
fiandingi lefs Caution and Circumfpedlion a* 
bout him, than whilft only in Purfuit of it 
Hence he is betrayed into more numeroui In* 
ftances of Mifcondu6t, and Thefe at once more 
confpicuous and lefs favourably obferved. Now 
the Removal from an high Degree of Power 
or Popularity, though a very eafy land qmk 
l)efcent, is generally yi^r enough from being a 

« Eflh. III. I. b Ibid. VII. lo* c Pfal. XLIX. lo. 
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delightful one. Though the Pojfejjion of Great 
Tbirigs can hardly yield Pleafure, yet the Pari* 
ing with them is abundantly fufficient to ad-*^ 
minifter Pain. The Enjoyment is Vanity^ the 
LiOfs Vexation of Spirits 
\ Such is the Provifion which Ambition uAial- 
ly makes for the Eafe and Comfort^of its Vo- 
taries in This World ! 

. But perhaps, after all, the Hazard and Pains^ 
which I have been briefly defcribing, may, if 
fucccfsful, contribute towards fecuring our 
more important Interefts, and advancing out: 
Happinefs in That Part of our Exiftehcci 
which will have no End: And, iffo^ how 
great foever our Toil and Vexation for the 
. prcfent may be, it will, at vrorfi, foon be over^ 
and. we are jufl:ified to ourfelves in willingly 
undergoing it, as being, on This Suppofitioni 
riot only tolerable but eligible, — This, how- 
ever, is a Point of top great Moment to. b« 
taken for granted. Let us then proceed to 
enquire, r -\ 

. Secondly f How the Great Things o(. Tits 
World may be thought likely to afFea ouf 
Views of Happinefs in another^ ; ./\^ 

Now thus much may, I prefume, beiaii 
down as certain;, that no Station- cif God^) 
jippointment C£ta be, in itfelf Evlly knAasfuth 
abfolutely to be avoided by; ourfelves, or con- 
Yol. 2. R dcmned 
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demned in others : So that, with regard to 
Promotion abftra^edfy confidcred, the Apot 
tie's Dircftion on another Occafion may not 
improperly be applied; ^ Let not bim, that 
accepteth, defpife him that acceptcth noti and 
lit hat him, /^ft^/ accepteth not, judge him that 
accepteth. The Truth is, Our Condition here'- 
after will not be finally determined from our 
Situation^ but from our Behaviour 9 here. And, 
in Jleferencc to the Point before us at prefen^ 
great DifiiitBion fhould be made, becaufe there 
is in fad a wide Difference, between the Cafe 
of Thofe Perfons on the one hand, who are 
regular^/ advanced to Offices of Eminence and 
Power, and their's on the other, who with 
Bagernefs and Impetuojfhy, perhaps by Trw 
cbfry or Violence, prefs into them. If. the Far^ 
pter fhould encounter Difficulties, they are 
however i^on Duty, and, after ufing their 
e*^n. honeji Endeavours, may humbly rely up- 
on .iheujiids of Divine 'Grace for their iSirj^ 
port, and t\it favourable Allow^ances of Divine 
Mft"cy for their DefeSts, in the Performam^e. 
lyhereas the Latter, by running without ieing 
fent, make themfelves wholly anfwerable for 
Q^fequpnces : And, as they are following 
their own Devices, They may juftly be left, by 
their own^iiA&vn and Strength, (a iland or 
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fall> -"^ But> in bow i^^^wr^i^r// « Situation th«y 
rtiiift th^n be> a few Words may fuffi9ieii% 
illuftrate. 

And here, the various Temptations wbk^ 
iye in th^ Way to Qreatnefs ijiight.very pr^t 
perly cpme under Cpnfideration. 3ut I pet*; 
tend not to enumerate^ much lefs to enlargi^ 
tipoUi Ti&g/J ; neither indeed will the Tim^ 
permit me to do more than juA touch upon ^ 
yi^ of Thofe SinSi which too eqfily befe{ thi? 
Pofleflbrs of it. --- Such are Laixury ^and Intem^ 
peraneCf with all that Tr^iij of Ills, n^tvir?4 
and moral, which ufually attei)d upon them ; 
iThcffi ViceSj it is true, ar? no( peculiar to 
exalted Stations ; they addrefs therpfelves tQ 
Us where we ate in general but weakly guard- 
fed : But then* to Perfons of high Rank and 
ftudious of Popularity, they put on the Air of 
ftcceffary Virtues, and come recommended ua- 
der the advantageous Names of Hpfpitality 
and Magnificence. — Such again are Pride and 
Setf-Conceit I with which the Applaufes pf 
Sycophants are perpetually puffing up Men if| 
Power and Affluence; whilft Thefe have bpf 
little Leifure, and perhaps ftill lefs IpcJinA-i 
tion, to correft fuch Impreffions by communing 
profitably with their own Hearts. — Such alfo 
are Infolence and Haughtinefs towards Infe" 
Hours in general, and fVant of Feeling for thfe 
iV'jA R ^ Diftrefles 
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Diftrefles of the afflidtcd Part of them ; wticH 
the ■ Nature of Tubings teaches us to exped 
from Greatnefs accompanied with Self-Indul- 
gence \ and which have accordingly in all AgeS 
been obferved in Thofe vA\o fare fumptuoufiy 
every Day, and anoint themfelves with the chief 
Ointments. — But fuch, above all, is a dange- 
rous Forgetfulnefs cff^GoD, and a fatal Negle& 
of the Concerns of another World. The Great 
and Powerful are fo befet with the Solicita-. 
tions, fo ericompaffed by the Incenfe, offered 
lip to them by their Fellow-Creatures , that the 
very Thought of prefenting their own to their 
Great Creator cannot, without fome Difficul- 
ty, gain Admittance : Amidft the Crowd ^f 
^ many Things about which they are careful 
and troubled, the one Thing needful is frotd 
Time to Time difmifled to fome more conve*- 
nient Seafon -, 'till at Length their AffeSlion be- 
comes fixed on Thofe Objedts, which have fo 
long engrojfed their Attention.- This is a fore 
Evil under the Sun. Were high Life (as it is 
fometimes called) expofed to no other Incon- 
venience or Snare befides This, furely no wife 
Man would with Importunity thurji himfelf 
upon a Station of fo much Danger, 

a Comp. Luke XVI« 19, &c. and Amos VI* 6* b Lok. 

And 
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And yet. Pre-eminence and Power, at th^ 
fame Time that They thus endanger a Man's 
Virtue^ do alfo heighten his Obligations to ^x^ 
emplary Degrees of it. Jn Pfopojrtipn as his 
Situation is advance dy his Sphere of Activity^ 
is extended^ and the Compafs of his Duty w 
larged. Nor are his Obligations rendered more 

. numerous only, bat (with regard to qtbers at 
leaft) more ftridt and indifpenfable. For, though 
Gop has given no Man Licence to Jin^ what 
Perfons of inferiour Rank do, is comparative--^ 
ly of little Moment to the World about them : 
Their AiSions are known to few, and imitated 
by yet fewer; and the Confequences rarely, 
ipjread farther thgn xh^t fmall Circk by which 
they are circumfcribed. Whereas the Motions 
of Perfons in an higher Qrbif are feen and at- 
tended to, and their Influences felt^ by AH* 
The Behaviour of Great Men, every Thing* 
tjiey fay or dp, mzy have very extenjive Con"'. 

f^quences : On (heir Advice and Influence not 
only the MoraU and Hfippinefs pf a few, but 
the Good-Order pf kingdoms ^ and (which is of 
ftill higher Moment) the Adv^nceraei^t of true 
Religion 9 and the Salvation of Souls ^ may pf-: 
ten very much depend. And how awful a Si- 
tuation i^ This ! how little to be courted ! ra- 
ther how much to be dreaded ! efpecially 
W^en we Ippk forvjrard tp tk^t Qreat Day, 

: when 



wfech Authority And Inf li^ttcc muft^ imbng 
other Talents be Jiri5ily accounted for ! when 
^ajharp Judgment^ a fevere Scrutiny ^ jhallhe 
on them that have been in high Placet \i dnd 
mighty Men^ if not proporf ioiiabiy t^dmj^^, 
Jhall be mightily tormented! 

So far then, we fee, may xht Pains we take 
ill Purfuit of Honour and Advancement be 
from forwarding us in the more important 
Race that is Jet before us ; that pur v^xj Suc- 
cefs in the Former will lay an Additional 
Weight upon us in regard to the Latter : It 
will multiply zxidi Jlrengthen dur T'emptdtiom 
to Sin, whilft it enlarges and enforces out Oh^ 
ligations to Duty : At once adding to our Dan^ 
get:, and ( in Caf? of Mifcarriage) increaj^ 
our Condemnation. 

But if^ for Men in Power and Authprityi 
it be at the fatne Time fo very difficult ta 
^ keep them/elves pure, fo almoft uiiavoid^btfe 
to become Partakers of other Men's Sinsi it 
may be aiked with regard to the PowHrjuU a? 
it was once concerning the Rich^ " "" Who then 
can befavedV" And the Anfwer muft be th(j 
fame that was then given, *' With God eSi 
Things are ptffible. When Providence placeth 
Men ip any Statipii, They may, if |ipt want- 
ing to themfelyes, depend upon receiving 8up^ 

a Wifd. VT. 5,6* b 1 Ti|n. V. zz. c Matt. XIX. if, 2^? 

plies 
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plies fuited to the necejfary DemamU Of. it* 
The hazardous Nature of ^ny Service is a 
good Reafon gg^inft rujhing into it eagerly ai^ 
without juft Occafion : But where Duty dailsi 
the Coiifidcration of * Danger muft bic regifla^ 
ted by it. The Prophet ^onas ran into gre^t 
cr Danger by flying from a Commiflipn ^itb 
which God had cntrufted him» th^n he tojuii 
have expofed himfelf to by a cbearful E^xecur 
tion of it. T-r In fl^orit, We may, with ^AgW% 
deprecate the l^wo Extremes^ in rcfpieft of H^n 
nour as well as Riches ; and, I hope^ eaough 
has been faid to illi^ftrate the Prudence^ ordi* 
ffariiy at kaft, of fo doing. But oijr Prayers^ 
aad our other Endeavours, fhould always be 
eo^ployc^ with entire Refigoatipn to His Wfll^ 
who hath a Right to difpoie of us io His :«wii 
Way I and whQ beft knows, how to place us 
id a Situation, as> well as to feed us ii>itb Foodi 
convenient for us.- Which Ripfl^^di^n y/ill en-t 
able i}s, ^s wd,s propofed, 

III. Thirdly y To apply the ConfiderationS 
already offered, to the Regulation of our 
PraSiice. 

There are Three Sorts of Perfons^ who 
feenj more particularly concerned in this Ap- 
plication : I mean, " The yet unexperienced 

a Jonah I. 2, &c. b Proy. XXX. 8. 

^^ Adven^ 
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^' Adventurers for Promotion^ " The fecm- 
" ingly profperous and envied Pojfejfors of it;*' 
And, "They, whofe Views have hitherto prov-^ 
** cd unfuccefsfuU' 

I. The Firji of thefe will not, I hope, af- 
ter what has been offered, mifapprehend mc 
as difcouraging all Attempts to advance theif 
Credit or their Stations in Life. No : There is 
an allowable^ a commendable, a neceffary. Am- 
bition. Thofe Diftindtions in particular, which 
are in Places of Education propofed as E/irw- 
ragements to Indujlryy (and may they ever conr 
tinue to be impartially conferred as the 2?f- 
wards of real Merit !) will always jufUfy fuch 
a Defire to obtain^ as is accompanied by a pro- 
portionable Study to deferve^ them. 'But the 
greateft Danger will be, when Thofe Retin>' 
ments are exchanged for a more publick Sc^nCi 
for a wide Worlds full of Temptations and 
Snares of various Kinds \ and where * Hey in 
particular, that maketh hajle to be Great, cofir 
^ot, Co eafily be innocent. 

Here then, the Advice pf St. jfamesy for 
the Cojidudt of Life upon trying Occafions, 
will be efpecjally feafonabie ^ ^^^ If any MfOk 
** lack Wifdom, let him ajk of God ;" let him 
apply for Guidance and Support to That bcft 
of Beings, who is able to hold up bis Goings 

a Ptov. XXVIII. 20. b Jam. I. j. 

»n4 
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and to lead him in the right Way. It may be 
prudent alfo, before he proceeds, to ^Jit down 
firft and confult, whether He be able to en- 
counter the Difficulties lying in the Way to 
an exalted Station, and (in Cafe of Succefs) to 
. anfwer the Demands of it. Should he find 
himfelf not yet diflieajtned, let him next cour 
fider ferioufly, upon what Motives^ and with 
what Purpofe, he is about to engage in the 
arduous Enterprize. Above all> let him coHt 
fcientioufly afk his own Heart, by what Me-^, 
tbods he propofes to fecure his Advancement : 
Always bearing in Mind T^hat mofi concern- 
ing Interrogatory of our Judge Himfelf^ 
** ^What is a Man profit ed^ if he Jhall gain the 
^^ whole Worlds and lofe his own Soul?'* Or, 
*^ fThat Jhall a Man give in EfXchange for hi^ 
'^Souir' 

There is a Suggeftion, by which the am- 
bitious Man feems frequently to impofe upon 
himfelf. — - To fuch an one Self^Lqve is per- 
petually whifpering, " that his Accomplijhments 
f * are too confiderablc to be thrown away upon 
^* his prefcnt confined Station 2 Could he but 
^* raife himfelf to y^^j6 or fidcb a Fofi^ he might 
♦* then difplay them greatly to the Advantage 
•^ of the Publick : And, iorfo laudable a Pur- 
f * pofe, zfmall Deviation from the^r/^ Rules 

a Lak. XIV, 3 f . \ M^tt. XVI. 26. 

!'of 
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<? of Qifuiftrjr, may ('tis to be prefumed) fm 
^* 0nce be dirpcnfed with : Efpecially fiiice» if 
^^ hi (hould now be kept back by his unfeafm^ 
^* ahle Scruplesj the Employment will probt-- 
*' biy devdve upon fome Body or other in aU 
^* refpefts much lefs fitted for it/* — I fty net 
that this Sort of Reafoning with themiclves is 
always drawn out inform: Only where Mcn> 
othcrwife of fair Charadrer, take fuch Mca^ 
fures for their own AdvanceiQent as are fome» 
tidies too vifible^ it may, even charitablyy ht 
fiippofed;^ that fome Self-Deceit of tint Kind 
Hes at the Bottom. But furely fuch Men^ Af 
their Abilities as extraordinary as tbanielm 
imagine them to be, would do well to kMt 
the Government of the World in the Hasds 
of That God, who ^tjirfi fnade^ ^MifiSup^ 
holds it ; and who needs not * their W^lim% 
(which is at'beft Foolijbhefs with Him J to af- 
fift Him in carrying on the AiFairs of it. ^ 
To fit AiUy in a State of Indolence an^ Slotb^ 
when there is a proper Occafion for the Exer- 
tion of Your Endowments, would certainly be 
blameable. But, if honourable Methods can* 
noty di(honourable ones muji not, make Way 
for Your Advancement tb the moft ufeful Sta^. 
tion. For, who hath, refuired This at Tout 
Hands ? How can You hope for a Bkfing on 

•a I Cor. IIL 19. < 

die 
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the Exerclfe of Power thus invaded? But 
howevei:> the moft beneficial Purpofes mufl 
not be ferved by unwarrantable Means* What^ 
ever forhe later Cafuifts may have found it 
convenient to determine, We have the Author 
rity of an infpired Apojlle for pronouncing their 
Damnation jujlf who fay ^ ov vfho Jlanderoujfy ^ 
acciife others of faying, " ^Let us do Evil that 
^^ GohI may come;' pretending to promote even 
God's Glory by breaking His Commands. 

2. Might I prefume to addrefs myfelf, in 
the wxt Place, to the Mighty and Honourable^. 
0r VFere the prefent a fit Occafion for fo do-. 
ing> the Application fhould be in the Words, 
pf ^%.Paulf ^ Be not high-minded but fear. 
Pride gnd Security are indeed Vices that top, 
naturally accompany exalted Stations ; but 
furely more unfuitable Attendants thereuppn 
cannot well be conceived. For, can any Thing 
be more irrational, than to ^ glory in what, 
on^ has received! to be proud of being in 
Debt I to grov) vain upon haviug a large Ac-- 
count to make up ! or can any Thing be more , 
fottiih, than to be fearlefs and fecure, whilft. 
(in the Words of the Son oi Sirach^ moft ap- 
plicable to a lyf an of elcvatecl Rank) ^ he goeth 
in the Midfi of Snares^ and walketh upon the 

a RcHii* m. 8. b Ibid. XI. 20. c 1 Cor. IV. 7. 

^ kccluf. IX. 7. 

Battle- 
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Battlements of the City ? cxpofed at once to 
the direSi Attacks of declared Enemies witb^ 
out^ and to the cafual or wanton^ perhaps 
treacherous^ Darts from fuppofed jPr^^ wifi^t 
in^ 

Let me not, however, be underflood to re* 
CQmmend to the Great and Powerful a daf- 
tardly Defpondency of Mind, or an unmanly 
Defertion of the Po/i of Honour afligned them 
by the Governour of the Univcrfe. Rather kt 
them refledl (and an encouraging Refle£tion it 
may well be) that if their Obligations zx^fbriS^ 
and their Dangers Greats fo will the Reward 
of z faithful Difcharge be great alfo. He thai 
ufefuUy employed and confcientioufly improv- 
ed his ■ Ten Talents, had his Fidelity propor^ 
tionably applauded, and Autlfority given him 
over ^en Cities, 

Weighty indeed is the Truji, but valuable 
alfo arc the Privileges, and glorious the Oppor^ 
tuniiies, which Wealth and Power, regukrfy 
acquired, bring along with them! To be 
^Eyes to the Blinds Feet to the Lame, and Fa^ 
thers to the Poor ! And, not only to fupply 
the 'prefent Wants, and to relieve the Dif» 
treffes, of all around them, but to mzkejland^ 
ing Provijions for the Accommodation and //!• 
Jiru^ion of dijiant Ages! -»^ Thefe are ]5>4ploy- 

a Luk. XIX. i6, 17. b Job XXJX. 15. 

. meats 
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ments Noble and Godlike ! And happy Thofc 
Favourites of Heaven f aoiong whom our Ve-^ 
nerabie Founders, and our many illu/irious 
Benefactors, might on any Occqfion juftly 
^ mentioned, but could hardly on This Oc- 
cafion (without Injuftice be omitted) who 
have at once been blejed \yith the Bounties of 
Providence, and with Hearts, to apply them 
to fuch falutary Purpofes as Tbefe I Happy 
Thofe highly refpedlable Perfonages, whom 
God is Jiill pleafed to employ as willing In^ 
Jiruments of His own Glory and the Benefit 
\of Mankind, particularly in the Encourage- 
ment and Diredion of Thofe many charitable 
Injlitutions^ which honourably diftinguifh the 
prefent Age, and in Recommendation where- 
of This our Country appeared with an early 
and exemplary Forwardnefs : Far from grudg- 
ing at, every good Man will praife God for, 
the Pre-eminences and Pofleffions of Thofe, 
who make fuch life of them : Who, being 
perpetually mindful from whom they receive 
their Power, and to whom they ftand account- 
able for the Exercife of it, are as Good as 
they arc Great, as beneficial as they are exten^^ 
Jive in their Influence : Who, fo ufe their Op- 
portunities as not abujing them; (opafs through 
fbme of Life's moft dangerous Scenes, as to 
^keep themf elves unfpotted from the World. 

a Jam. 1. 27. Stations 
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Stations of fimineiice, however^ can be thi 
Lot of, comparatively^ hxitfiew. In the Par-* 
fuit of Great Things^ the moft upright Inten- 
tions, fupported by fuitable Qualifications, and 
exerted in the moft honourable Manner, caii 
by no means always ejifure the Succefs, Rooffl 
there ever will be for Djfappointments of the 
faireft Pretenfions : And Tbefei in the! prcfent 
State of human Paflions, may want (what yet 
remains) ih^tfome Application (hould be maktf 
to Tbenii. < ' 

3. And what Application can be better fuii^ 
ed to the Cafe of the Difappointedi than the 
Wife king Solomon\ Advice, ** ""Let not thine 
** Heart envy Sinners^ but be Tiou in the Fear 
'' of the Lord all the Day long:* Be Thy Al- 
lotment what it will, learn not only with 
Contentednefs to acqiiiefce in, but with Chear^ 
fulnefs to accommodate thyfclf to it : ^ Rm-' 
dering to all their Dues i tb thy Supcriours in 
particular that Meafure of Refpedt and Hh 
nour^ which the Order of Society and the 
Law of God and Man require : Inftead o( 
envying their Greatnefsy refieSl on their Dan-^ 
gers; and let That Reflection engage Thee to 
rejoice when They do "well^ to put a candid 
ConJlruStion on their doubtful Conduft, and to 
make equitable Allowances for the lefs defenji^ 

a Prov. XXni. 17. b Rom. XIIL 7. 

ble 
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tie Inftances of it. Murmurings and Complain^ 
ings upon every Dirappointment are indeed ni 
inconfiftcnt with the Fear of tie Lord zjt 
They arc with Duty to Man : They may per** 
haps diicharge themfelves immediately agalnft 
the Badnefs of the Times, the Partiality of 
the Great, the General Negleft of Merits 
&c. But in the Refult They will be found 
to charge foolijhly that All- wife Being, ^ in 
wbofeHands are the Hearts of Men as the Ri^ 
wers of Water ^ arid He turneth them whither '^ 
Joever H^ will. 

- Nor is the Imprudence of a difcontented 
Temper lefs vifible than its Impiety. I mean^ 
not only that Fretfulnefs and Envy are Enc^ 
mies to our Repofe and aggravate Difappoint* 
ihents into (what They need not other^v^ife be) 
real Evils *, nor that They often defeat their 
own End, by preventing that Advancement 
which a more patient Continuance in Welhdo^ 
ing might probably have fecdred y but chief-* 
ly, that they always betray an entirely^ivrong 
EJiimafe of Hutn^n Hatppinefs. For, what is 
All This, for the Want of which the Man is 
fo SJfatisjied with himfelf and for the Acqui* 
fition whereof he fo envies his Neighbour ? 
Why, a lofty Station, a pompous Title, a nu- 
merous Retinue, or the like. But is real Sa^ 

aProv.XXI. !• 

tisfaSlion 
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tisfaSkn^ is fercnc Enjoyment, a never-^foal^ 
ing Attendant on Any, or on All, of thefe? 
Afk the Pcrfons pofleflcd of Thcfc Great 
things: And, if They deal ingenuoufly. They 
will upon their own Experience afliire You^ 
the Reverfe is generally true. So far is En- 
joyment from being confined to fuch a Situa^ 
tion, that perhaps it nnlay be found more rare* 
ly in Tbat^ than almoft in any other : Thert 
being a fmaller Share of that Freedom^ which 
confifts chiefly in a Man's Command of bimfelft 
and of his own precious Moments ; and which 
muft ever make a principal Ingredient in hu- 
man Happinefs. 

In fhort : To be ready to ferve the Publick 
in fome ufeful Employment, is every JbU 
Man\ Duty; but to choofe^ in ^hat Raniht 
fliall ferve it, is not fo. When therefore You 
find Caufe to think that the Lord keeps Tm 
back from Honour , notwithftanding Your up- • 
right Endeavours to deferve it; You have done 
Tour Part, and may leave the reft to Him: In 
full AlTurance ( as the Wife Man goes on in 
the Faffage juft cited ) tBat ^ there Jhall be a 
Re^ardy and thdit, whatever becomes of out- 
ward Splendour, Tour Expectations, ia regard 
to inward Comfort, fi?af/ not fail. Though 
You may want fwelling Titles, and largp Re- 

aProv.XXIII.iS. 

venues. 
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venues, yet ^in Tour patience pojfefs Te Tour 
Souls. 

Permit me to leave upon Your Minds one 
fhort Refledtion, arifing from the Whole. 

Seek we Great Things, then, for ourfehesf 
If we look no farther than the prefent, the 
Anfwer fuggefted by conftant Experience muft 
be. Seek them not. The Purfuit is vexatious, 
the Pofleffion uilfatisfying, the Tenure preca- 
rious, the Lofs infupportable : And yet, the 
fame Experience tells us, xhztfometbing Great 
we muftfeeki fo long as any Generofity remains 
within us, iand cannot help it. — Hovf is This 
to be accounted for ? Is Man the only Being, 
whofc beji Appetites have no proper Obje^, 
whofe higheft Ambition is never to be gratis 
Jiedf Hath This World nothing iii it Great 
enough to fatisfy his Defires, or even to de^ 
ferve his Seeking ? And muft it, notwithftand-- 
ing, terminate his Profpedls, and be the Pe^ 
riod of his Exiftence ? — Nature cries out, 
with fome Degree of Confidence, " Surely this 
•* cannot be:'^ And the Great Author ofNa^ 
ture has confirmed its Prefumptions by a Voice 
from Heaven \ calling off our ^ AffeStions from 
Things on the Earth, \f\xt encouraging us to 
fet them on Things Above. ^ God hath provi^ 
dedfome better Tkingsfor Thofe, of whom this 

Si Luk. XXI. 19. b Col. III. 2. c Hcb, XXVm. 58, 49. 
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World bath liotting il^rtby : Nay, fince Ht 
alone who madcy can alfo compleatly ^, the 
C^acilaes of our Souls ; Hft is gracioufly 
pleafed to prop<^ to us Mimfilf for our ex^ 
ceeding Or eat Reward^ our Portion far Ever! 
^^Here then, our Deiircs may have their fuU 
Scope: Our Amintion here can never exceed the 
Dignity of its Objeft ; and therefore here need 
know no Bounds. The Qreateji things in libu 
World cannot juftify our Earneftnefs, becaufe 
^tbe Fajhiori of this World MtMpqffeth awi^ 
But we may both ^Jeek and frive for that 
Xylory and Honour y which is conneAeA with 
Immortality. 

a I Or. VII. 31. b Rom, H. 7. 
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T t TVS HI. 2. 

To /peak Evil of I7cr Man. 

TJHEilE Is fcarce any Thing more 
furprifing in the late veJbement Op^ 
pojition given to our Holy Religiony 
than that its Oppofers fhould pre- 
terid^ all the while to be Priends to Society and' 
Lovers of Mankind : Whereas, fetting afide; 
the Gonfideratioh of that ineftimable Reward; . 
in a Future State, with which nothing pro- 
picifed^ by anj^ other Religion is worthy to be 
cofripdredi it is hotdrious, that this great Ob- 
jeft of their Hatred has made a far rpore ef» 
ftSftua!* Prbvifidri fbr fecuring-Men's moft va- 
Jtiable Properties inThis Lipy and by that 
me^ri^ for proriioting Peade and Good-JVill 
amm^ Men, than any other Religion that 
eVcr vtras offeitd fd' thtf World. 

Ol^his we have an eiftiheintMnftamJe io 
the Cafe fuggefted by the Words before us- -^ 

S 2 BuPaul 
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St. Paul is in This and the foregoing Verfe 
inftrucling ^itus in the Choice of Subjeds for 
His publick Exhortations; and pointing out 
to Him fuch Inftances of Duty, as it would 
be proper more cfpecially to infift on. A Cir- 
cumftance, which muft needs recommend the 
Inftances here fpecified to our particular Re- 
gard and Attention. Nor will it be improper 
juft to obferve the Order in which an inlpircd 
Apoftle has here placed them. 

** Fut them in Mind to be fuhjeSl to Princt- 
^* polities and Power s^ to obey Magiftrates : 7i 
*• be ready to every Good Work : Tojpeak Evil 
** ?/ ^^ Man. 

The Necciiity of Government, under fomc 
Form or other, to the very Being of Society, 
is (I fuppofe) difputed by none. We have 
Reafon to think, the moft perfed Societies 
have fomething of This Kind : Heaven, w« 
know, has * its Thrones and Dominions^ its 
Principalities and Powers, its Angels and 
Archangels. But a Subordination of Gover- ' 
nours, which contributes k much to the Har- 
mony and Order of the Angels which kept their 
firfi Efiate, is yet more indifpeniably neceflaiy 
to all Aflbciations of fuch degenerate Creatures 
as Men. Juftly therefore was Titus inftrud- 
ed, in the>r^ Place, to put His Hearen in 

a Col. I. iS. 

MinJf 
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Mind, to beJukjeSl to Principalities and Pow^ 
ers, and to obty Magijirates. 

And as the Degeneracy of Mankind renders 
Government thus neceffary to the Being of 
Society; fo does the Indigence &nd Inful!i'« 
ciency of each Member apart fender a reci- 
procal Communion of Good Offices requifit^ 
to the Well-being of the fame. Goverririicnt 
might perhaps for a Time maintain the Peace 
of a Society, might reftrain its Members from; 
mutual Invafions, by working upon their F^^r/; 
But a Circulation 6i Kindnejfes can alone give 
Health and Vigour to the Political* Body > 
becaufeThis alone can unite its feveral Parts? 
in fuch a Manner and by fuch Bands as ^ftf 
beft fuited to their Natures. He was accofd-Jf 
ingly, in the next Place, to put them inMind^ 
to be ready to every good Work. ^ 

One Tubing, however, was ftill lacking^-xxk 
compleat the good Defign ; to mak^ the Pub>-^ 
lick Welfare move regularly and without D^ 
turbance, and Society itfelf continue to be a 
Bleillng. The Peace of the Community could 
be but imperfectly fecured* notwithftandirtgf 
that the Hands of its Members were wkh-^ 
holden from Rebellion, nay employed in th<? 
Performance of mutual good Offices, fo \q^^ 
as their Tongues were left at Liberty. Thefe 
would;^ of themfelves, be foon found fufficient 

^ - to 



^70 . . Tie (Safe jff 

tQjpt ojiPiretbf Coutjf of jt^ature^ unld&put 
under proper Regulations. In vaia would eir 
iher tbe Authority of the JMUigiilyate, or the 
{pterefts.of .the Subjed^s^ be gu^r4ed and pfp« 
motcd . by pofitiye Pjrcccpts, if ithe R^eputa- 
tloQSQf .each were not alfo 4ift¥l<31y provide4 
for. Should :Ti(^ be once inv^^^d* oti^er Ob< 
ligations would £>Qn be broken through. T/r 
tus was therefore direftpd ( in the Words of 
my Text) to put them in Mind^ toJ^eoM Evil 
qf »Q Man. 

You fee what Rank the Point before us 
1^(M$ in order pf St. Paul's Inftr»<3:iQns : It 
comes next to no lefs Duties than SuijeBm 
tQ Governours, and mutual Ben^enfe : Oij- 
tips confeflfcdly pf the higheft ImpQrtaape^ t^ 
r(ioft ahfolute NecefHty, to the H^ippinpft qf 
Society. And yet, I prefMiptfi^ wfot h^. t)«op 
juft hinted may he fufficient tp (hew, jipw 
w4ll This Caution cjeferves the Place feer^ af-, 
%ie4 it. 

I fh^lj npt thprfifflr? detain. You yntk vof 
JipQiogy for the Choipc of ^ Subjcft rm^^ 
mmded by fo high an Aufbofrity ^ and which? 
alipx ther<5 is great Reafon to appfehencJi y^. 
JieVier bje unfiffonahk\ but end^avpvir, vfitfeffi 
•ufr farther Pjefaccj ' 
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I. To lay down fomc Obfettatibtts proper 

to explain the Natnntj aWd StdjiJ^' th6 JS*2 

tenty of the Injitn6tioh> I'ojpt&k ^vil $f 

no Man. • -^ 

';■"•■ .' . ..J 

II. To vinScaUtht InjunfUon^ £> expkioH 
ed and limited^ frona fuch Exceptions asf 
may mofl plaufibly be ift'ged againft iu 
And then, .. 

III. To fuggeft fome farthet Confiderdtionsy 
dijfuading from the Pradice here con-»* 
demned. / 

I. ;The Word here rendered iQjpeak Ef^ 
vil of is well-known, according to its Ori:^ 
gind^ Import, to denote the Hurting my 
Qnc'$ Fame, Credit, or Reputation. .Now, bjr 
a Man's Reputuiionp we generally mean Tha( 
Qg^iUity of Efteem which i| expr^Jfed fq| 
Him^ by others. : That Value which i^ put ujrj 
on Him in the Language of Mankind ; m^ 
^ajJ.tnay fay), that which He paflbs. for ijq^ 
<^Manji[on Converfation. To-fp^ak UvU of, a 
^apjthen, according to this Account, muiJL 
be, to reprefent His Characfter or^Condu^a^ io^ 
fuch. a 'Manner; as, tends to detradt fromi That 
gftceraiwhich He is already^ in Poffcffiop^c^ii 
and to make him pftfs for le:& in the PpinjcMi^ 
fl9d Langy^e of .gthc^s than He dn^. before. ^ 
I?! at " ^^' 
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But, acre We then, in this Scrife, to fpcak 
Evil of No Man ? Is it unlawful to reprcfcnt 
any Man v>hatJoever in fuch a Manner as may 
detradt from His Reputation? Thus much 
the Words before us may fecm to imply ; and 
they certainly can imply Nothing lefs, than 
that we (hould be extremely cautious in This 
particular. A Man's Reputation is a Property 
of great Confequence to Himfelf, and ought 
not therefore to be wantonly attacked or in- 
vaded by others. And yet, after all, even ^Im 
cannot be thought a Property abfolutely un- 
alienable \ but mufl, like all others, be liable 
to fuch Forfeitures as the Nature and Ends of 
Society require. 

The Prohibition we are confidering then, 
however unroerjal in the Exprejton^ muft in 
the Application of it admit of fome Eitcep- 
tions. And, becaufe That Charity, which* 
Chriftianity requires, may be carried too far 
in This Cafe, ( as it has been in fome others)- 
and, when it is fo, will draw after it Ccmfe-* 
quences by no Means to be admitted; it vaxf 
not be improper to be a little more particular 
upon This Point. 

I. hxiAJirJiy it may be of life to ohfer?e, 
that the Text meddles not with the Difpofal 
of our Commendations. How abfolutely Hq^ 
ever, therefore, it may feem to reftrain us 

from 
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ftom^eaking Evil of any Mzn, it by no means 
enjoins iis to Jpeak well of allMtxi^ niuch lefs 
of all Men in the fame Manner or Degree. It 
is indeed of great Importance to Religion and 
Virtue, that Praife (hould be appropriated to 
I'bafe that do well. For, why was fuch aa 
eager Defire of obtaining, fuch a tender Con* 
cern for preierving, a Good-name, as the pre« 
ient Subjedt all along fuppofes, made a Part 
of our Nature ? No doubt, for a Guard to 
our Innocence, and an Incitement to worthy 
Undertakings. And how ufelefs mufl This ex* 
cellent Provifion become, (hould Innocence 
and Worth have no furer Title to Ajpplaufei 
than the Want of Thefe Qualities ? Commen- 
dation, it is plain, muft ceafe to be defirable, 
wherefoever it is promifcuoujly beftowed : Nor 
can we, for our Encouragement in Virtue, be 
exhorted, " * Wbatjoever things are of Good 
" Report^' and, *^ if there be any Praife^ to 
*• think on tbefe Things ;\ii Praife and Good 
Report be equally attainable by a quite con* 
trary PraAice* . 

Thus hx then we may, we muft, go, with- 
out any Violation of the Injunction in the 
Text. The Voices and Applapfes of Man- 
kind (hould be confidered as one common 
JFund for the Encouragement and Reward of 

aPliif.IV. 8. 

great 
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gredt and good Undertakings- ; oiA of w^kh- 
evcfj Perfon fliould hav^- SSt Pottim id ike 
Sea/on^ but which (hould by no fiiMuihs'.be 
fquandered away or mi(^ployed.-*-^Stich i 
Difcrimination as This woikjd^ if "weU'OMit^ 
ved^ be a very confidemble Difeottrag^neMto 
Immorality, thoiiigh only a N^gstr&b Qw: 
Were Bad Men never to meet witb unde* 
ferved Commendatiims, They would (1 am 
perfuaded ) fcarce think themfelves on «|ual 
Terms with Good Men, though they (hould 
efcape without Reproaches.'- * 

A^ain: When weare* elijbined to l^>eak 
Evil of no Man, I need hardly obfervc, that 
Vice and Sin are not, asfueh^ cocerapted from 
our Cenfures, Charity itfelf requires us to 
Ipeak freely and fevercly ag^ft "^befe on all 
proper Occafiohs. We= muft on no Account 
give fpecious Names to odious Pradiicefi ; wo 
muft not cailE^il Goed, Ot'puifweetf^ Bit- 
ter ; fo far from This^ that we -jtn aft give c4di 
their proper Names,: ^whettCMtttr we iiavei 
juft Occafion to mention them. The A^koof 
Mankind will ever be.tiM^qtia) to abftrttfit^lCn- 
quiries: They* miift* take' 'tfeteir NoitM»isiirf 
Things fromthe Language of the Wbrldj^uid 
judge of the Natuftoip^idH^) AdUohs ^dni thfe 
Names that are- affix«4^>td*tbem in lottumk 
Converfation. Tis ^^ff»p,;Of great Con- 
cernment 
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cer^njcnt to -the Caufe of Virtue, that GoocJ 
5ind EviJ j(hpuld jn Coiurjjpi) Piicoiirife meet 
with a Treatment,, afi diffeE^nt as theif Na- 
tures ; an4 that w)^ pajftipulfir Vipci, wheii w? 
haye Occajfion to fpeak pf jit,, ij^oyld not only 
not have a G(?^4 Name given it, but be made 
to take along with it fome prop^ Mark of 
our Difapprobation. - . 

I would not here be mjfund^rftpod. Tq 
reprefent the Defornjity of gpy jSiq ijf it/elf^ 
and to fpeak with the fame Severity, wpoa 
the fame Sin, as publickly charged . upon « 
partfcujar Perfon fpecified, may he yery c^f-: 
fercm Things, We piuft not, in citJier Cafcj 
miicaU the Vice i but yet, in the Ifttter, >ve 
ipay frequently have Cwfe to h^Jikntt and 
always to he cautious, in exprefling -purfelves, 
concerping it. And the Reafpn is This : What- 
ever We fay of the A(3:ion will, in this latter 
Cafe, almofl: unavoidably, be applied to the 
fuppafe4 Agent. Nqw, though our Jnvei^ives 
againft Sin may be iqnoccpt and proper, fo 
Ipng as they terminate There s yet They f^and 
condemned by the Te^t, generally fpeaking> 
when they extend to the Reputations^ of Men. 
Generally (I f^y) not ahuays ; Ee^aofe 

^.Farther: Opfn Examples of Wicl^QdntC^ 

cai^ot be thought e^pe^ted from Reprehen- 

fipf\- 8B4i Wgracc-bj^Tbis or gpy other. Pro- 

, . , ' hiibition. 
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hibition. It Is indeed neceiTary that fuch Per- 
fons (hould meet with Infamy as publick as 
their OfFence. Were Men of This Chara(ftcr 
to lofe no Credit in the World, H uman Na- 
ture gives us Reafon to apprehend very undc- 
firable Confequences. Not only They them- 
felves would commit Iniquity with more Grtt- 
dinefs^ lefs Thought of being reformed, but 
their Examples would become, firft lefs dc- 
teftable, then by Degrees very tolerable, at 
length probably quite engaging, to fuch Ob- 
fervers as a great Part of our Species may al- 
ways juftly be fuppofed to be. Fear of Dif- 
grace is indeed a very neceflary Counterba- 
lance to Men's Fondnefs for Imitation ; and 
will have an Influence very favourable to Re- 
ligion and Virtue, fo long as open Offenders 
zxt put to open Shame. And the Chriftian Re- 
ligion may well be fuppofed to difclaim all 
fuch Charity, as would difpofe us to be ten- 
der of the Reputations of a few wicked Men, 
by being cruel to the Souls of Multitudes. 

Publick Infamy then is a Penalty very pro- 
per to be annexed to publick Impiety : And 
what fomc muft fufFcr, others muft inflid* 
In This refpcdt however, great DiftindKon 
ihould always be made between Men in Au- 
thority 9 and Men in private Capacities. The 
former may be obliged to exprefs theit Senti- 

mentSi 
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ments, when the latter may have neither Ob- 
ligation nor Right to do fo. They are Men in 
publick Stations, who are chiefly concerned to 
fee * the Scorner fmitten that thejtmple may be-- 
ware ; and that ^fucb as Sin openly be rebuked 
Before all Men^ that others alfo may fear. They 
may more gracefully caufe their Wrath to wax 
hot againji the Ungodly than other Men. TThey 
may with Succefs fet their Faces againji the 
Workers of Iniquity : 7'hey laftly, if any Per- 
fons can, mufi fcatter away all Evil with their 
Eyes. But yet it cannot be denied, that Ma^ 
gijlrates will find it impoflible to attain all 
Thefe good Ends without a fubordinate Af- 
fiftance \ and, particularly in the Cafe before 
us, in Vain will They condemn, if private, 
Perfons do not execute the Sentences. ^^ 

After all ; an honeft Mind will carefully 
diftinguifh between the Suggcftions of Spleen 
which are never to be gratified, and the real 
Demands of Duty which are always to be an- 
fwered. He will confider farther that Men's 
Bins arc the only proper Objefts of a j.uft In- 
dignation 5 and will therefore abftradl as much 
as poifible from the Perfon of the Offender^ 
where He finds it neceflary to exprefs His De- 
teftation of the Offence. The Caution re- 
commended by St. Paul in a fimilar Cafe is 

z Prov, XIX. 25. b I Tim. V. 20. 

very 
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' very applicable f o This htibit (iS : * ff^e muff 
not count the OiFeriding Perfon as dfi 'Enenij^ 
hut fpeak of Him as of a Brother. iThl^ Con- 
iideration that a Man ftands m T^hts Reliatioif 
to us, cannot fail of engaging us, ijn drdihaiy 
Cafes, to treat His Perfon with Teridefriels, 
with whatever Severity wc may fpeak of HT^ 
Adlions. By This Method vre fliall, after Ouf 
Proportion, be merciful^ as our Father in JS^- 
ijen is merciful \ who provided a Ranfbm fo¥ 
a whole World of Sinners : And ftich a* Aan- 
fom, as at once demonflxated His tender Mer- 
cy towards His Creatures^ and His irreconci- 
lable Hatred of Their Sins. — And )rct, 

4. Once more: It may well be fuppoled 
allowable, in fome particular Cafes, even to 
expofe the Perfon of ar> OiFender, though His 
Offence might otherwife for fome Time efcape 
the Publick Obfervation. The Interefts of true 
Religion and Virtue in General, and* the Se- 
curity of particular Perfons, require tliat Ctd- 
racers oi fome Kinds fhould be known." Ani 
fome Sins are of fuch a Nafure, tfrat Peribriif 
capable of committing them carindt' widiout' 
great Detriment, or at leaft Danger to tKicf 
Publick be concealed. Ii>fuch Cafes, we miay, 
by an unfeafonable Tendernefs of P^en'^'i^fc- 
putations, be Partaker's of th^eir Sins'. 

SL zTKeff. IU,i5, 

This 
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Thj^ , havener, is) a Pointy in which we 
may ,«aiily ini^baloer, It concerns us therefore 
U> proceed vfhh Caution and to deal fairly 
with ourfclvcs. Juftice demands, that we 
Ibrbear making any fiich Difcoveries without 
Jdtiff^&fify Evidence of their Truth; and Cba-- 
/c/Vjf^ after Tbatr will oblige us to defer the 
dojng. of it, till we hw^ fuffcient Caufe for 
fuc^ a Publication : AncH when Thefe Cir-r 
cwQitances appear to. concur^ w& fhould do 
well' to refledi whether we do not ufe This 
Liksrty for a Ckak of Malicioufnefs ? Whe- 
ther, we are not gratifying our own Pccvifli- 
neffi or Refibntment, under a Pretence of Con- 
cieoi fiar the Publick Safety; and, .whilft we 
would be thought felicitous for the Caution- 
ing of others, in, fedj; only more plaufibly 
av^gjng ourfelves* Publick-Spiritedncfs, ex- 
ertipgitfclf in a. lawful Manner, is honourable 
before- All Mm ; . Eut, the. Envious and Un- 
charitable^ the. iV^engers of the;mfelves, God 
wiljtulgf^ 

AftejTiwhat has been £iid, the Cafe of /F//- 
neJ^f,^or eveaof voluntary Aceufers^ in Cri^ 
mifi4i^iJ^UrJt^ziiA\^ Cautions to be ob- 
ferved therein, need hardly be fpqcified. A 
2^p4 Mjafa^vifiUrnqt^berafhor fo^ in giv- 
i{^:&i^|n^^: cMTi Evidence ;^ But where Ng- 
esffity appears. He coniiders fuch Informa- 
tions 
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tions as Debts to the Publick for the Pay- 
ment of which He is ftridlly accountable. 
The Bufinefs of Informing againft Breakers of 
the Laws has indeed ordinarily fallen into fuch 
bad Hands in this Nation, that the Pradice 
itfelf is almofl grown infamous and the very 
Name odious, amorigft us. THr, however, is 
a fore Evil; and both betrays and cohfider- 
ably adds to our Degeneracy as a People ; 
whilft by this means many of the beft I^iws 
that human Wifdom can devife^ are become 
in a Marnier ufelefs and obfolete. In Fad, 
the regular Execution of Penalties is not more 
neceffary to fecure the Obfervancc of Laws, 
than the Information of private Perfbns, are 
to fuch a regular Execution. It muft there* 
fore be an unjuflifiable Candour, which in- 
clines us to fcreen the Reputation of a cor« 
rupted Part of the Society by fuch Methods 
as would endanger the whole. The very fame 
Benevolence, which would difpofe us to cx- 
cufe and conceal the Mifcarriages of a Bro^ 
tAer, will plead as ftrongly for our bringing 
Him to condign Puni{hment, when he ihall 
have forfeited T6at Appellation by becoming 
a Tfoubler of Ifrael. 

The foregoing Remarks may receive boA 
Illuftration and Authority from the DiredhMi 

of 
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of o«f Lout) Himrelf. * ^ (fai^ He) % 
Brother tr^pafs againft tiee* feU Bm His 
Pauk between Thee and Him: if He Jhall bear 
Itheet fh«u hdft gained thy hrotber. But, f 
•He wili not hear ^hee, take loith Thee one vf" 
two moret that in the Mouth of f too or Three 
Witneffes every Word may be efiaMiJhed, If Be 
fimllnegleSi to bear Them, tell it to the Church % 
ika, if He negleSt to bear, the Churchy let Him 
ifi wao thee as an Heathen Man and a Pabli- 
van. Verify I fay unto Tou, tahatfoever Tepa'H 
-bend on Earth Jhall be bound in Heaven j ani 
tohatfoever Ye Jhall loofe on Earth pall be loofed 
in Heaven. The offending Pcrfon (we fee) 
vnsffjl to be privatefy admnrfhedt that fo 
fie might "be made fenfibleof His Faalt with- 
out Prejudice to his Reputation. Should this 
Method prove ineffi^dual. He was notprefent- 
^ to be expofed to publick Infamy j but yet 
udtbcr was his Good-Name to be thought 
tb invrolaUe, but diat Two or Three fTitneJfes 
Might be made acquainted with his Offence. 
If after This He perfiftedy ^ farther PubKca- 
^n of His Trefpafs and His Obftinacyt to the 
C5hsr«6 was allowable and necSE^oy. And the 
ytt incorrigible Criminal (for He no longer ap- 
Ijtjtrs in the Charafter of a Brother J was to 

a Matt. XVIII. 15, \6, 17, tS. 

Vol.^. T be 
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be delivered over to Ecclefiajlical^ and, in 
Them to Divine Cerlfures. 

Upon the Whole : This is a Cafe, in which 
a great Deal mufl be left to every Man's own 
Prudence and Integrity ; which may perhaps, 
after all, be the befl Cafuills upon any Emer- 
gency. Only thus much I would obfervc in 
general, that if we are pleafed with Hearing 
well of our Neighbour : If wc are deiirous 
that His Good Deeds fhould be honourably 
mentioned i and his Failings and Miicarria- 
ges, as much as the Interefts of Religion and 
Society will permit, veiled and concealed : If 
we then only divulge, or encourage others in 
divulging Them, when the Glory of Gon, 
the Caufe of Religion, the Good of Society, 
or Jufticc to particular Perfons, necejfarily calls 
for fuch a Publication ; In other Cafes, put- 
ting the mod favourable Conftrudtion on 
Men's Intentions and Actions that They wiH 
fairly admit of, and making all proper Abate- 
ments for Infirmity, Surprize, &c. Then 
may we reafonably hope. Our heart is ii 
This Refpeft, right before God. — But if wc 
rejdice in Iniquity : If we unneteffarily expofii 
or unreafonably aggravate^ any Man's real Fail- 
ings ; if with a fecfet Satisfaftion, or out of 
any unwarrantable Motive, we dwell upon the 
rRecital of His Sins; (I need not add) if we ma- 

liciouily 
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tk:ioufly afcribfe to Him Sifl8 with which he is 
n^tjujlly chargeable : The Allowances before 
given reach not $ur Cafe i we ire yet in the 
Gall of Bitternefs^ And we all know who 
hath faid — ' JVitb what Judgment Te judge ^ 
TTe Jloall be judged^ and, with what Meafure Te 
mete^ it Jhall be meafured to Tou again. 
. Having thus endeavoured toadjufl the £x^ 
*Mt of the Injunftion before us 5 by fhewing, 
bowjat we may fafely proceed in the Cafe of 
Cenfure; and. What That Forbearance is, 
Whidh our Religion really ei^oins; it will 
now be leis difficult, 

if* To 'Vindicate This Forbearance agaiiift 
fuch Pleas^ as will moft probably be ur- 
ged in i^avour of greater Licence in De- 
fenoiatiort. 

^o begin with That which appears inoft 
plaufible. " Tendernefs of Men's Reputations 
** in Cafes tif real Misbehaviout, will be rc*- 
***» prefeiited is too favourable to the Iriterefts 
«« of Vice and Immorality j by leaving Bad 
•• and good Men too much on a Level in the 
*• Eftimatiori of Mankind ; and by reftraining 
*• Men from that' Zeal againft Sin, which the 
** Work of Rejormation requires." 

. g Matt. VII. 2. 

T % All 
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AU reafbnable ConCeJf&ons iiave^ I feopCi 
been already made ( as no doubt, very ccxAr 
derable ones baght to be made) to This i^ea^ 
Let us feb then> whether a farther Enlatge** 
hient of the Liberty of Defamation would 
iprobabty be attended with Thofe defirablfe 
Confequences, in Favour of Virtue and Re* 
formation, which This Expedient propbfes? 

Firft then: May we not afk Thofe Per* 

fons, who are fo ver}^ folicitous for keeping 

up a due DiJiinSlum between the Reputatioiit 

of Good 'and Bad Men, Whetiier cveiy 'Good 

Man has not fome unguarded Moments^ is not 

fome times overtaken in a Fault ; and does pot 

therefore ( were Ttrutb only a fufiicient Occa- 

fion ) give fevcral Occqfions tojpeak reproach^ 

Jully F Whether, fuppofing Juddice fhoold be 

done to His Good Qualities at the fame Time 

that His Mifcondudl is expofed. This latter 

would not probieibly make a durable Impref- 

•fion, whilft the Former would pals little ob* 

ierved, and yet lefs remembered ? Whether 

ftherefore They, by their Forwardnefs,. mi^bt 

'not fix a lading Stain upon a Good Man* s Re- 

putatidn ; and ib profinote That Levelling of 

Charafters, V^hich They take fuch. improper 

Methods to avoid ? 

May we not alio alk Thofe, who perfuadc 
themfelves they are aduated by a commend- 
able 
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9ble Ze^l in their uQoharitable Cenfyresj 
What an unaccountable InA^nce of Zeal fo^ 
Religion Tl^ey give by their Induftry in expoK 
iing the Miicarriages of its Profeffprs ? Thejf 
luiow very wdU that ope chief Recommen-7 
(dation of Vice, and that wherein its greai^ 
Strength lietb, i8 the fuppofed Number of its 
Adherents, without which it would become 
wc^, and appear in its Native Deformity. 
And why thpn do They unnecejfarily (if not 
Vfijufilyj add to This Number ? Why do they 
Yftikcv^ x\^^ ^ands of the Friends of Virtue, 
by ^efcr^bing to ^hem fo particularly the In-* 
tereft and Powerfulnefs of its Enemies, and 
by (prc^ng the evil Report^ that They, /aw, 
the Sqim of AnaJf, there ^ A Zeah thus exr 
prefledt ^ evidently dpitrudive of its owq 
£n4 ; an4 therefor? as Qontr4vry to Kfiqwledge^ 
(|s it is to Charity. 

The Truth is, the Caufe of Virtue, and 
particularly with regard to the Work of Re- 
formation, will always fuffer, inftead of being 
promoted, by a cenforious and Uncharitable 
Behaviour in Thofc who undertake the Pro- 
motion of it. — The 3^(9«;a:^ Sinner particular- 
ly, upon finding His Charafter fo foon afper- 
fed, and Reputation held by fo very prcqa-r 
rious a Tenure will be ftrongly tempted to 
abandon Himfelf once for all, to Impudence 

and 
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and Shameleffncfs. — Offenders of the mofli 
ing^uous Tempers are at the fame Time but 
too apt to affeA an Oppofition to any Thing 
like Ill-Nature, wherefoever it appears ; nor 
^nwft we wonder to find theni fometimes 
chafing to go on in a Way, which They per- 
haps know to be wrong, rather than to leave 
it for the right one upon the Recommenda- 
tion of a Perfon, who comes, Himfelf, fo ill 
recommended. — And, as to Thofe, who arc 
chiefly influenced by an ungenerous Fear of 
Difgrace, They will eafily learn to laugh at 
That Infamy, which is dealt about fb liberal- 
ly, and with fo little Confideration ; and be- 
come audacious and incorrijgible, when That 
Reproach, the Fear of which could alone rc- 
ftrain Them from Sinning, and the Feeling of 
which cau/d^ilont give Them fuflicicnt Dif- 
turbanc^ in it, is fo extended and difFufed^ as 
to have loft all its Prefigure. 

Whereas, whilft our Severity in fpeakingof 
Vicious Charafters appears to proceed rather 
from Necejfity than Choice^ and our Cenfiircs 
to give Pain rather than Diverfion to the 
Executioners of Them : This will reconcile 
at leaft ingenuous Minds to the Caufe in 
which we are engaged. 'Tis not to be doubt- 
pd, biit that after all that can b^ donp, our 
Zeal will find Matter enough to exert itfelf 
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upon; and there we afk for no Coolnefs or 
Lukewarmnefs. But then it fhould not, for 
thit n)ery Reaforiy evaporate on improper Oc- 
caiions, in undue Quantities. Let Difgrace be 
kept in jReferve as a Penalty always to be ufed 
when Neceffity calls for it, and then only. 
This will ^st it Weight where it is felt, and 
Terrour where it is only apprehended. Few 
Men will lie contentedly under That Infamy, 
which They find appropriated to * T!hoJe that 
offend of malicious ^ Wickednefs. 

But it will be farther pleaded, " that Seve- 
f* rity in our Cenfures of Perfons really faulty 
t* is an Inftance of Impartiality ; an Act of 
** jHfti^^ to the Merits of the Caufe before us; 
" a treating Adions and CharaiSters as being 
^* what They really are.'' 

And it muft indeed be allowed, that where 
a Caufe does come properly before us, we 
ought to judge according to Truth. But how 
rarely is this the Cafe in Common Converfa- 
tion? For may we not aflc the Retailer of 
Scandal, whence he received his CommifHon 
to fit in Judgment over his Brethren ? or, who 
gave him this Authority f This is a Qucftion, 
which Jujlice obliges him to anfwer. St, 
James may inftrudl him, that * there is one 
Jjaipgiver^ who is able tofave and to de/lroy i 

aPfal. LIX. 5. b Jam- IV. iz. 

. and 
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and that ^ to /peak Evil of Qur l^r other ^ 4ndt% 
judge our Brother ( that is^ without Authority 
or Commiflion from Him) is virtually to^^i 
Evil of the Laiv and to judge tke Z^tfw. lo- 
decd common Scnfe would ihew the Unw^r-r 
rantablcncfs of Judging another Maris Ser- 
vant I and common Praftice wight inform u$ 
of the Ncccffity of a rcgulv Proccfs in tb« 
Execution of the Laws themfclvcs. 

However, waving This ; what Security ctfli 
the forward Cenfurer of hi8 Brcthrcp ordim* 
rily have, that his Severity does not exceed \h% 
Bounds of that Juftice which he undertakes 
to execute ? We arc certainly, in many Cafes, 
very incompetent Judges, either pf the gepe* 
ral Chara<5ters, or of the particular Adtions d 
others. Men really virtuous j^re not always fo 
folicitous about Appearances^ as inde«d llxey 
ought to be ; Content with approving Them* 
fclvcs to the great Searcher of Hearts, They 
often perform innocent Anions in a Mannci^ 
(:apable of being reprefepted to their Diiad-p 
vantage. So that where vft judge accorMng t$ 
(he Appearance^ we may be very far from 
judging righteous Judgment. -^Be&d^es^ how 
frequently dp Paffion or Prejudice bribe our 
Judgments into a wrong Opinion of others) 
)iow feldpm ^e We difmterefted i!^np^g}k 19 

f Jam. IV. IK 

relation 
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relation to their Characters to be fafely truft- 
ed with the Hcprefentation of them ! -^ And, 
after all, fuppofing wo had Difccrnment 
enough to fee the Truth, and Impartiality 
enough to pafs Sentence accordingly ; yet it 
concerns us to remember, that the Tongue is 
(in unruly Evil; upon every Conceflion rifing 
in its Demands of ftill farther Enlargejnpntf 
^nd alnjoft infenfibly hurrying us on from de-^ 
famatory Truths te falfe Accitfations. ^ — ^Thefe 
arc Cenifiderations, which certainly defervc 
fome Regard ; and, when put togcdier, may 
give the Circulatpr of Scandal juft Reafbn to 
apprehend. He is frequently tran%reffing That 
Jufticc to Men's Merits, for which Ho pro* 
fcffes to have fo great Concern. 

Perhaps We fhall be afked, (ms the meekeft 
Man ufon fbe Eartk onee was) -— «< • Would We 
^put out the Eyes of Men r We fhall be told, 
^ that Ignorance is the Parent of Admiration 
^^ and Applaiifcs : That the Difcovery of Flaws 
** and Imperfedlions is the fitteft Exercife of a 
^ quick Apprehenfion, a good Difcemment : 
^And that, accordingly. Men poffeflcd of 
*f Thcfe Qualifications are ufually the fevefeft 
*^ Judges of the Anions pr Charadters of 
^^ others/' 

% Numl^. XVI. 14. 
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Now, if by Acutencfs in difcovcring Inn 
perfedtions any Quality is meant, in which 
Men are not in a great MeaTure pqffhe : If 
what is pleaded for^ under This Difguife, be 
a Liberty of indujlrioujly prying into th? Cpn- 
duft of others, with whom we have no Con- 
cern ; 4 Readinefs at making grounSefs Sur- 
mifes; or, where there may be Room for 
3uipicion, at putting the 'worfi Conftnidioq 
upon every Thing which it will eafily ^dfnjt 
of; we are nqt difpofed to queftio^ tlie Cen- 
sorious Perfon's Xitlf? to Jucb a Quicknei^ of 
Apprehenfion. He muft, however, give us 
Leave to obferve that This His Sagacity (what- 
ever fpecious Names He may pleafe to give i^) 
difcovers a Temper of Mind not very agrecr 
able to Th^Lt^Aanty which ^tbinketk* pr im- 
puteth no Evil^ not very proper to be fquiul 
among fuch Creatures as Men. If Difcemr 
ment be a Qualification fo hard to be plea- 
fed, may we all evermore want fuch Difcernr 
ment! 

However, the Man of Difcernment may be 
allowed to fee the Failings of others. We 
contend not for Men's putting out their Eyes, 
nqr for their always (hutting Them ; but pn* 
ly for their Holding their Tongue5j Ayhcn 
there is no juft Occafion for fppaking. A Com^ 

a iCor.xm.5. 

mandment. 
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mandment,(nrt\j^ not grievous ! No Body ima- 
gines, that Charity or Chriftian Forbearance 
confifts in not blaming, or not expofing,Thofe 
.Faults Men know nothing of. But then to 
refrain from fpeaking all the Evil we know; 
To let a prejudicial Truth die with us : To 
be tender of a Brother's Reputation, where we 
have it in our Power to wound or deftroy it 1 
nay even though we could be never fo witty or 
entertaining upon the Subjed: — This is a Piece 
of Self-Denial, which may not perhaps dif- 
play any extraordinary Quicknefs of Appre- 
hpniion, or Acutenefs of Difcernmentj but 
which however We can recommend to the 
Detradlor as a proper Evidence of true Great- 
hcfs and Generofity of Mind: An Accomplifh- 
ment at leafl: as valuable as the Former, and 
not lefs worthy to adorn the Character of a 
Chriftian. ^^B\it I hafte» (as I propofed in the 
Iqft Place,) 



III. To fuggeft to You fome proper Confix 
derations^ dijfuading from the Praiftice of 
defaming and afperiing the Charadters of 
others beyond the Limits already points' 
ed out, and particularly from that Li- 
cence which is too frequently aflumed 
\n Common Converfation, 
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I. And firft, let u« briefly reflet upon tha 
Cruelty of entertaining ourfelves apd others at 
^e Expence of our Neighbour's Reput^tioa. 

If wy A/Ian wants to be convinced of Tbi^ 
let Him (^nfult His own Breaft qa the Occa^ 
6on : I^et P^im recoUefk what Seatin^ent^ 
vof^ tbevet if at any Time His Reputation wu 
yrpunded or only flruck at : Le( Him ( 4S iq 
Juftip? H? ought) confider the Anfwer Ha 
i^qiv^s ^6 inade with equ^ Right by every 
otb^r Perfoa in the fape Circunift^np^ : Ami 
then let {)im tell us, whether Any Sorrow i$ 
Hke bis Sorrow^ who is robbed of His Good^ 
Name* Reputation is whi^t every M^n, at 
}eaft ^Y^fy wife and good Man, loc^s upon ^ 
His moft valuable Pq^eiiion ; and whi«h» when 
joined with 4 gopd Cppfcience, makes one oi 
the noblefl $upport^ under the Wan|; (^ 9]} 
other Treafures. Whilft therefore fuc]bi 90^^ 
Materials are always at Hand^ foi^ (he For* 
pofes of an entertaining and rational Conver*r 
fation i for Scholars and Chriftians to divert 
eacL other at the Expence of Thisi and (as it 
were) to ferve it up for the welcprne Recep^ 
tion of every Vifitant, or for tl^e Entertain-^ 
ment of every Reader; is an Iijftanpe of In- 
humanity too nearly refembliug that of the 
Rifb Man in Natban^s Parable i ' Wbo^J^fojng 

a 2 Sam. XII. 131 14. 

to 
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to take af His WW* itumefous Plack, jtht 'hfitd 
Ifhe Fottr liansfdvlmfiie'Ewe-Ltind>, HvbUfb ^ 
iiiti hng Hourijhtd Up in His ifiloH Bit/ota» and 
keJbicb Re i>ad unto £fi)» as a D^bter; anH 
•dirtpd it for the WHy faring Man tbat v>as comt 
Wito Biml 

2. Btit iif Regards of CorilpaSffiofl GmSA be 
Ihlfufficient, let tis cOnfi^r thft fUtpruience df 
This Pradict, whlc^ we ibuSk hA ^ I«aft 
legusi to the Cruelty df it. 

*^fl»y Mith win hve Life (^Mi Ac Pfal^ 
tiiift) 'and tsduld fain fee Good Day^'» Jet W^ 
"refrain "His Tongue frofn Evilt and His Lips 
ibat Tbeyfpeak Ho "Quite. A Property fo irigh- 
ly valued by its O'Wiiet as a Gt^d-Nttnt ge- 
nerally is, \i(re may be fure, will be gutirded 
with a 'proportionable TenderAds. A con- 
temptuous, tnuch more a reproflfchftil "Word, 
not onlj' wil3i regiftxi to the AcuteJnefe of «lfe 
l^ain, but the Keennefs of the Ref^iimeni at 
-octialilons, is often Xxitt^y pai^'ertbah a'^nm- 
edged Sword. And, though the Talebearer's 
Impertinehce may perhaps for a whife 'di-uert 
Thofe, Whofe Charadters are nd* immediately 
affe&efl ty it; yet it generdly brings upon 
Hihi-hdt only the'H^ti-ed 6f Thdfe wi»6m He 
injiires, but tlie Difefteem and ill-Will of all. 
^A Man df an ill Tongue is dangerous in His 

a P&l. XX^. 1 2, 13 . b Ecclcf. IX. 1 8, 

Cify, 
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City, and He that is rajh in His Talk Jhall be 
bated. He is indeed in a State of Hoftilitjr 
with His Neighbours^ and is ufually looked 
upon as a common Enemy. His Tongue, as 
Opportunity offers itfelf, is againji every Man\ 
and He muft not be furprifed, if every Man's 
Tongue Jhould be againji Him. And fliould 
fuch an Accufer of bis Brethren have fo far 
got over all Concern for his own Reputati(»» 
as to be pajl Feeling on fuch Occafions, for 
bimfelfzs well as others \ yet furely we ought 
to confider, and fober Men w///confider. What 
Title He deferves. Who can * cajl about him 
Firebrands^ Arrows^ and Deatb, and all the 
while that he is thus defaming bis Neighbour 
can coolly fay, ^^Am I not in Sport?'* 

3. Confiderations of This Kind however, 
though by no means unworthy of our Atten- 
tion, are of fmall Moment when compared 
with the Danger of This Praftice, as fet ferth 
to us in That Gofpel^ by which we are to be 
judged. 

Chriftianity, as it has extended our ProP 
pedis infinitely farther than Mere Morality 
could ever have done ; fo has it been particu- 
larly folicitous to warn us of the fatal Confo- 
quences of Evil-fpeaking in Relation to our* 
moft valuable Interefts. The ^ Government qJ 

9L ProY, XXVI. 18, 19. b Jam. 26, 

tbi 
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the i^ongue is there reprefented as of fo great 
Importance, that without it all our Pretences 
to Religion are vain. We are told, that, ' by 
t>ur Words we Jhall be jujiijiedj or condemned zt 
the laft Day ; and particularly, that for every 
idle (that is, according to the Interpretation 
which the Occafion feems to require) every 
defamatory Word, ^that Man Jhall fpeakj He 
Jhall give Account thereof in the Day ofjudg^- 
ment. And accordingly (as has been * often 
obferved) there is fcarce a Catalogue of Sins, 
bf which a more fevere Account than ordina- 
ry will be required at That great Day, in 
which Evilfpeaking is not particularly men- 
tioned. 

4. And yet, Chriftianity, however feeming- 
ly fevere^ is by no Means arbitrary^ in its 
Threats againft Evil-fpeaking* It fets before 
U8 Reafons as well as Denunciations i and, 
whilft it makes us fenfible of the Dangerous 
Confequences of This Practice, does not leave 
us without peculiar Proofs of the Heinous Na^ 
ture of it. 

Thus, when v^e read, that ^Man was creat- 
ed in the Image of God : What can we infer 
irom hence, but that to revile or J^eak Evil 
6f any Man muft involve in it fome Degree of 

a Matt. XII. 3;. b Ibid. 36^ c A-Bp. Tillotfon in loc. 
A Gcxi. J. 37. 

Contempt 
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Contdtapt of That Being wbofe Image Ha 
bears» St Jumes, has pointed out to us Thig 
Ufe of the Confideration before us, in ^peak- 
ing of the Vices of the Tmgue. • Therewith 
{faidi He) ilefs nve Goo, 4md therewith curfe 
we Ma»9 ^hb was made (sfter the Si$mlitude (^ 
<tod. a Pn^ce, at firfl Sights inconfifteat 
lAd irrational ; and to which therefore He 
Subjoins This fhort and plaim but veiy ex** 
prdfive Condemnation, *» Tieje Things mf Bre- 
thren ct^bt not Jh to he. 

But we need not reft here. If the Force 
of This Argument has fuffi^ed great Abate- 
ments by Man's Degeneracy i yet we ih«Q 
find Tbefe more than compenfated^ upon ta- 
king into our Account the extraordinaiy Me- 
thods made Ufe of for His Recovery. Tbt 
San of OoD has greatly ennobled and digni- 
fied our Nature by taking it upoti Himfdlf; 
and, by calling us Bretbreny has ftamped a 
new Sacrednefs upon our Character : Above 
aU, by puFchaiing Redemption from l^eath, 
and a Title to an Eternal Inheritance, for us, 
and This at no lefs £iq>ence than That (A 
His own Blood, He has ftill more empbatical- 
ly fut us in Mind, to ^eak Evil of no Nan. 
If thQ Heathen Phijofopher might ai^e, and 

a f Jam. III. 9. b 'Ibid. lo. 

thdir 
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their Orator dcclame, upon the Dignity ojf 
Human Nature, and the Unlawfulnefs of treat- 
ing any Partaker of it with Contempt or Re- 
proach, from the erecft Pofture of His Body, 
and the Elevation of His Countenance, &c. 
— With how far fupcriour Force may the 
Cbrifiian urge That one fhort Confideration in 
Favour of the feemingly mofl inconfidcrable 
of His Brethren, — Defpife not Ttbou Uimpfor 
whom Christ died! 

Again: With Regard to Men's Infirmities ^ 
and lower Qualifications, which take up (ot 
great a Share of the Detraftor's Converfation; 
when Revelation informs us, that every good 
Chriftian is the ^ "femple of the Holy Gbojl ; 
and that Men's various Endowments are ^ the 
Gifts of That one and the fetf fame Spirit, who 
divide th to every Man fever ally as He will: 
The lowefl Abilities in This View appear by 
no Means proper Obje<fts of Cenfure or Re- 
proach* He that on This Account defpifethy 
defpifeth not Man but God, who alfo hath 
given unto us His Holy Spirit. And to every 
fuch vain Boafter we may with great Proprie- 
ty addrefs the Apoftle's Expoftulation, " ^ Who 
** maketh Thee to differ from another, and what 
** bafl Thou, that Tbou didji^ not receive ? Nqw 

a I Cor. IIL 16. b Ibid. XII. 11. c Ibid. IV. 7. 
Vol.2. U "if 
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'* if Thou didjl receive />, why dojl Thou glory^ 
** as if Thou badfi not received it'^ 

Laftly : With regard to Men's real FauIts^ 
and Mifcarriages; whea our LoRu declares^ 
tlut our Treatment of our Brediren here iliall 
be the Mcafure of His Proceedings with us 
at the laft Day ^ how unreqfonable ( I do not 
now lay, how dangerous) muft uncharitable 
Cenfures appear! This is a Denunciation 
which brings its Riafhns alon^ with it, and 
meets with fomething in every Breaft bearing 
Teftimony to the Eq;uitablcjiefs of it. Righ- 
teous, and even Gracious, art Thou O Lord. 
in All that Thou hajl here faid unto us ! We 
already y^e?/ the Goodnefs of fiich a Determina- 
tion. We (hall Hand condemned out of our own 
Mouths: and be obliged to proclaim the E- 
quity even of a * Judgment without Mercy , if 
We ourfelves (hall be found to have Jbewed no- 
Mercy / 

To conclude then : If We muft needs be 
Cenfuringj let us turn our Cenfures upon Our- 
felves. Our Zeal, our Impartiality, our ^ick- 
nefs of Apprehenjion, will here be well em- 
ployed : Severity, (I had almoft faid, TJncba- 
Htablenefs) will be commendable, when our 
,ciwn'Mifcondu(3: is the Objeft of it. If, up- 

a Jam. II. 13, 

*^ " on 
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on an impartial Review of His own paft Life, 

aay . of us iSiaE find Himfelf, * without Sin i 

let Him cafi the frji Stone^ let Him be the 

foremoft in attacking the Reputation of His 

Neighbour. But, I am perftfaded, our Ten- 

,4craefs for other Men will rife in Proportion 

.to our Acquaintance with ourfelves. We ftiall 

have little Leifure to ^ judge wrBr$tber, and 

ftill lefs Inclinatibn to fet at Nought our Bro-^ 

theri if we make a proper Ufe of This one 

Confideration,— " We mufl All Jiand before the 

•' Judgment-Seat 3^ Christ !" 

a Joh. Vm. 7. b kom. XIV. lo. 
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COLOSSIANS III. 2. 

jSet Tour AffeBion on Things ahcyoey not 
^ . on l]}ing$ on the Earth. 

AMONG many important Defighs, 
which iht kevehtion of the Go/pel 
is calculated to promote, the firft 
Propagators of It feem to have had 
None more conftantly in view, than That re- 
commended by the Words here before us. 
A Defign, every- way worthy of fo gracious an 
Inftitution ; and (as I may veftture to add) 
peculiar to It. The AffeBions are confeflfedly 
the main Springs of human Aftion : The Re- 
gulation of Tbefey therefore, muft be af prin- 
cipal Concern in Morality : And accordingly 
This is what the Writers on That Subjcdl 
have all along profelTed to aim at, and pre- 
tended ta have accompliflied. But never was 
this excellent End fo rationally aimed at, or 
fo fuccefsfully accomplifhed, as under the G^ 
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fel-DiJpenfation : Which, by opemng a new 
Stenc of Things, hath difcovered a new Set 
of Objects to the AfFedions of Mankind ; and 
hath given them a Diredtiori as far fuperiour 
to any that was ever prefcribed by mere Phi- 
lofophy, as the Heavens are higher than the 
Earth. 

" That the ^-hings on the Earth, the Pof- 
** feffions and the Plcafures of this prefent^ 
** World, are Objefts utterly incapable ofy2r-* 
^* tisfying the Soul oi Man,** hath alwajys beeo- 
a Truth obvious enough. Thusfar, therefore, 
many of the Philofophers eafily might, and 
did, go in Their Difcoveries, But then, af-' 
fter They had withdrawny I fhould rather fay, 
attempted Xo withdraw, the Affedtions of their 
Difciplee from things on the Earth, They 
were at a Lofs for any Thing /uijiantialf 
whereon to fix them. — One well-known Sedl 
among them, having fought fome proper Reji 
for the AfFedions and found none, declared for 
aji Extirpation of the AiFecfUons themfelves.' 
^bis however foon difcovered itfelf to be a 
wild a»d imprafticable Scheme ; the realSen^ 
Jations of the Man conftantly refuting the ex-- 
travagant Pretenfims of the Philofopker.-^ 
Others dwelt, with much feeming Rapture, 
upon the Idea of Wifdom and the Native, 
(pbarras of Virtue; as fufficient to engage tho, 

Aflfe<flions 
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Affe&ions of all who (houjd bring yLindsJitly 
dijpojed to this fiiblime Contemplation. But 
then, where to find a^y Number of Minda 
thus difpofed, was the Difficulty ; and, an^OjQg 
fuch Creatures as Men, was (bon pcrceiv^ to 
be an injuperable one.*— -And though others 
talked, and ( to do them Juftice ) fbmetimet 
a£ledj Great Tubings, upon a ProfpcA of per^ 
petuating their Names, and ( as they called it) 
Uving for ever, in the Memories of fucceeding 
Ages ; yet their Fondnefs alfo feemed fome^ 
what unaccountably placed upon a Reward^ 
the Payment whereof was not to take Placo 
till they muft in Perfon be incapable of re-* 
ceiving it.— Thofe therefore, who were for 
a more popular and more practicable Schema 
of Morality, made Good or Happinefs (fonw 
of the bed of them joining Social Good widi 
Private) the Obje<a of the Affeftions. But 
all the while. They were got no farther, at 
kaft with any Certainty, than this prefent 
World. ** The Things above ^' was a Phrafe, 
with which the Heathen Morality was litcte: 
Acquainted : And \ofet the AffeSion upon them 
might have been csJled, at the firft Promul* 
gation of the Gofpcl, a New Commandment. 

A Commandment however it is of That 
Importance, that upon the Obfervance or Neg^ 
k& of it Men's Moral Char«Slers will alwayi 

be 
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"h^ ^oundi principally to depend. An AffeSHon 
for This World, an inordinate Defire and Pur- 
fuit of its Good Things, or an excej^ve Fear 
of, and Averfion to, its Rvils^ is a Principle 
into which all the Follies, the Vices, and the 
Villanies Men are guilty of, may be rcfolvcd : 
As on the other Hand, ^/erious Attention 
and Regard to the Things above can alone 
fupport a Man in the uniform Pradice of Vir^ 
tue and Godlinefs, — When we behold a ra- 
tional Being hurried on from the Commiflion 
of one Sin to that of another, we may cei> 
tainly conclude, his Affedtion is mi/placed^ 
This Earth has taken Pofleflion of his Heart ; 
and we muft not wonder to find him falling 
ib eafy a Prey to every Temptation that offers 
him any Share of its Promts or its Pleafures. 
But where the Things above are firmly believ- 
ed and duly attended to, the Cafe is far o- 
thcrwife. A Reward ineftimable in its Value 
aqd endlefs in its Duration, keeps the Mind 
that contemplates it Jiedjq/i and unmoveable: 
Other In terefts, if not wholly overlooked, arc 
however always confidered as fubordinate to 
this; and fo, in Cafe of Interference, made 
to give way to it. — In fhort, the Precept ijj 
my Text is that which among us Chrijlians 
at leaft, makes the principal Difference be- 
tween a Good and. a Bad Man ; and accord- 
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ingly, the fame Apojlk who charadicrizcs the 
former as • having his Converfation in Heaven, 
concludes and ^/ums up one of the blackeji 
Dcfcriptions of the latter that occurs in the 
New Tejiamentt into this one Article, that He 
minds earthly I'hings. 

What is in my Text meant by things 
above t will bcft be learned by looking back to 
the immediately foregoing Verfe. If{ (ays the 
Apoftle) T^be rifen with Christ yjeei tboft 
Things which are above , where Christ Ju^ 
teth at the Right-Hand of Qod. Which laft 
Words determine us to underftand by Things 
above the Things of another World, the Joys 
of Heaven, the Pleafures at God*j Right- 
Hand: And, what is in the former Vcrfe 
c^WtA feeking them, is in this latter cxpreffed 
by Relijbing Qvfetting theAffeSlion upon them. 
— By their being rifen with Christ, Some 
have undcrftood the Apoftle to exprcfi the 
happy Change^ made in the Condition of the 
Colojfians^ by their Removal from a State of 
Darknefs, Slavery, and Corruption, into the 
glorious Light and Privileges of the Gofpcl : 
A Removal, which might indeed, with re- 
gard to the Greatnefs of its Confcquences, be 
fitly enough expreflcd by Life from the Dead. 
But, I prefumc, we nttd not have Recourfe 

r .y. aPHU.IILjo- bibid, 18,19. 

to 
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to zxiy figurative Interpretation in this Place : 
The Expreflion may well be underftood, ac- 
cording to its moft natural Import, of that 
Glorious Refi4rreSiion to endlefs Happinefs, 
which all Good Chriftians hope for in Con- 
lequence of the Refurreftion of Christ their 
Head; and which is, by that illuftrious 
Event, fo fully aflurcd to them, that the Apof- 
tlc (by a beautiful Anticipation) here fpeaks 
pf it as of a Fa<St already paft rather than as 
of Something only expeiied. If ye then be rifen 
^itb Christ, Jeek T^hofe Things which are^ 
above — Set Tour AffeBion on Things above, 
not on Things on the Earth. 

The Apoftle's Reafoning, confidered in this 
Light, comes to This. ^' Seeing that, as Christ 
** Your Head is already rifen, Ye alfo are in 
^' due Time to be raifed, from the Grave, to 
'*^ partake of Eternal Life and Glory with Him 
^* at the Right' Hand of Goj} : Seeing Ye are, 
** ^ by the RefurreSlion of Christ from the 
** Dead, begotten again to a lively Hope, to an 
'** Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
'* that fadeth not away, referved in Heaven for 
** You: Make thefe Glorious Profpeds the 
<* conftarit Objedt of your Thoughts and Coh- 
** tcmplations. Let your Views and your Af- 
^* fedlions terminate there only, where You 

a Pet. I. 3 4. 

** cxpcft 
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" to expert to find Your bigbtft Good. Let all 
" the Powers both of Body and Soul be joint- 
** ly exerted in the Purfuitof That cndleA 
** Happinefs, which Your Bodies zxA Smdx 
" (hall, after their Separation, be re-united in 
** order jqintly to enjoy. 

The Precept before us. You fee, iere ftaads 
as an Inference drawn from the Doctriae (^ 
Christ'^ RefurreSlion and of our own confc- 
quent thereupon : And asfucb, I prefame, It 
needs no farther lUuftration of the Form or 
Manner of Its DeduSIion. Confining our Re* 
fleitions, therefore, chiefly to the Matter of 
It, I fhall at prefent make it my Bufinefs. 



I. Firji, To fliew briefly, what is imj 
in the Duty of Seeking^ or Setting our 
AffeSiion upon^ Tiings above. And, » 

II. Secondly, To point out fotne Habits ^^ 
Difpofitions more particularly repugnant 
to\t. 

I. Now by TAings above we are to ui^- 
derftand the Things of another World, the 
Joys of Heaven, the Pleafures at God V Rsgbi^ 
Hand: For fo the -^^^r himfelf explains the 
Phrafe in the immediately foregoing Verfe: 
And what He there caUsSeeJking the Tbings 
above, where Christ Jittetb at the Right- 

Hand 
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Hand of God ^ He here exprefles by ReJipoing 
or Setting the Affe£iion upon them. — The 
liuiy we are confidering then, can imply no 
Icffi than — : kfrm Belief oi the Reality ot fuch 
a State of Happinefs to Good Men : — A live^^ 
fy Senfe of its Moment and Importance : — 
And an earneji Defire and hearty Endeavour 
above all Things to prepare and qualify our- 
£:lves for it. 

That it is neceflary in order to onvfetting 
our AffeSlion on Things above^ that we fhould 
be perfuadedoi the Reality of their Exiftence, 
is too plain to need any Enlargement. But 
'tis material to obferve,. that this Perfuafion 
muft not be an idle^ notional Belief only of a 
Future State : fuch as, having colledted it 
from a Train of Reafoning and Arguments, 
we feem to entertain fcarce for any other Pur- 
pofe, but in order to Jhew our Acutenefs in 
proving it. No : It muft be fuch a Belief as 
is quick and powerful \ fuch as is conjiantly 
prefent with our Minds ; and, by being fo, 
works itfelf into the very Temper and Conjii^ 
tution of them : Such as fhall have an In- 
fluence upon our Thoughts in fome Degree 
proportioned to the high Importance of the 
great ObjeSs of it ; and fhall difcover itfelf, 
on all proper Occafions, in our Words and 
Actions alfo* -— This, and This only, is. That 

Faith 
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Faith which overcometh this Worlds and which 
is neceflary to our x^^xi\zx\y fetting our Affec* 
tion on the Things of the other. 

Accordingly, the Heavenly-minded Man wiD 
difengagc his Attention ( I do not fay, wholly^ 
for that is impra<fticable, but ) as much as his 
prefent Situation will well permit, from the 
Affairs of this Life. The Happinefs of Hea- 
ven is the Great End of his Journey ; which 
though he may not be aSiually thinking of in 
every Step he takes, yet he will be always 
making fome Progrefs towards it. This will 
never for any confiderable Time be out of his 
View, but will be the Obje6t on which his 
Thoughts will delight to dwell. 

From fuch a Power over his Mindz,s a con- 
ftant Remembrance of Heaven and heavenly 
Things muft give them, their Influence will 
naturally infmuate itfelf, into his Difcourfci 
Not indeed fo as to di^m^tht innocent Chcar- 
fulnefs of Converfation by perpetually a^eS- 
ingto introduce a Pharifaical Sournefs or doubt- 
ful Difputations into it ; but fo as to feafon it 
occafionally with natural Obfervations, calcu- 
lated for the Ufe of Edifying and minijiring 
Grace unto the Hearers. He will not be afha- 
med to give an Account, and (if need be) 
/I Reafon of the Hope that is in him-, upon 

any 
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any pertinent Occafion / * Which Hope he has 
as an Anchor of bis Soul, Jure and Jiea^afi ^, 
or as a Spring which gives Movement and 
Diredion to his fcveral Powers ; though he 
may not be ojientatioujty fludious of difclofing 
it to every Obferver, nor even in every Mo- 
tion attend to it himfelf. 

Jn fhort, a ferious and affeSiionate Regard 
to the Things, above diftingui/hes his Charac- 
ter, and animates his whole Conduft. To 
This All his Adions have a general Tendency, 
and the moji conjiderable of them a particular 
Reference. He takes his Meafures of the De- 
firablenefs of Things, and the Prudeoce of 
Undertakings, not from wh?it hc^ fees in this 
World, but from what he hopes for in the 
Next. — "^He walks by Faith, not by Sight. 

And, as all Enjoyment muft be the Refult 
of a due Agreement between the ObjeB and the 
Faculty, the Man that would effedually pre- 
pare himfelf for the Happinefs of another 
State, muft acquire fuch Habits oi Soul here 
as will be neceffary to give him a proper jR^- 
Up^ for That Happinefs : Such are Purity, 
Charity, and the like; which will not only by 
GoD*s Appointment gain him Admittance in- 
to Heaven, but in fome Degree make him a 
meet Partaker of the Felicities of That Place. 

aHcb.VI. xo. baCor.V.;, 

He 
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He muft contraft an habitual Liking for Thofi 
Exercifes of Contemplation and Praife^ which 
vrill be at once the j^ployment and the Re- 
ward of the Saints in Light. 

And herein will he exercife him/elf: He will 
not look upon Preparation for Heaven as a 
Concern by the Way only^ as a Bufinefi to be 
difcontinued and refumed jnft as his other Af*- 
fairs, his Viiits or his Diverfion8» the Emploj-* 
ments of his CalUng, or even his, otherwife 
commendable. Searches after Knowledge will 
permit; but He will make it the Govermg 
Principle^ the leading Bufinefs, of his Life; 
and fuch as is, in Comparifon with all others^ 
but elpecially when any of them (lands in 
Competition with it, the one ^hing NeeJ^ul — 
Lefs than this will hardly come up to tbe 
Chantder of Heavenly^mindednefs. But, if we 
thusfet our AffeBion on things above^ we may 
humbly hope (through the Merits of our Re- 
deemer) we fhall finally be bleft with the full 
Fruition of them. 

T'hus much may, I hope, fuffice to ihcw 
what is implied in the Duty of Jetting our Af-^ 
feSion on Things above : Efpecially iince Ac 
Nature of the Duty will be farther illufh-atcd 
by a View of fome contrary ^alities. I pro- 
ceed therefore, as was propofed, 

II. St- 
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IL Secondly, To point out fome Habits 
which are in a peculiar Mariner repu^-- 
nant to the Duty and Temper I have hi- 
therto been defcribing. 

And the Firji which . offers itfelf to our 
Cohfidcration is (wh^t we ufually call) World- 
fy-Mindednefsy or Love of the Po[fejJions of the 
prefcnt World. 

Let me not, however, be underftood to in- 
clude all Care of Concern for the Things of 
this World under theDenomination of World- 
!y-Mindednefs. Whilft Men live in this World, 
it is not to be expedtcd that They fhould live 
wholly abo^oe it. Holy Scripture itfelf con- 
ftantly reprcfcnts Men's Secular Callings a* 
the Appointments of God, and our Allot- 
ments to them as depending on His All- wife 
Diipofal. Our Temporal Concerns therefore 
may, nay ordinarily They mufl^ be taken into 
our Account oi Bujinefs: And to leave, or to 
ncgledt, our proper Calling, would be to de^ 
fert the Fojl which God Him/elf hzth aflign- 
cd us. 

And indeed^ were Mankind, efpecially in 
the Years of Youth, Strength, and Manhood, 
to employ their Timp and their Thoughts al- 
moft wholly in cpntemplating Heaven and 
heavenly Things ; the Bulinefs of This World 
' mufi: 
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muft be at a Stand, and univerfal Want and 
Wretchednefs muft enfue. A State^ which 
Providence can by no Means be fuppofed to 
have ordained or intended for the World. 
And, as to particular Perfons, They muft not 
be furprifed, if after having, even upon the 
tiio^ fpiritual Pretences, loft the proper Sci* 
fbn to provide for themfelves and Familie$, 
they ftiould find ff^ant coming upon tbem as an 
armed Man. A Regard to another World ne- 
ver ordinarily requires, will feldom juffify, 
Men's fequeftring themfelves from the lawful 
Employments of T'bis: Nor muft Thbfe Per- 
fons accufe Providence or charge God fooUjh^ 
ly in the Decline of Life, on Account of their 
Want of worldly Advantages, who ipcnt the 
Time allowed for the innocent Acquifition of 
them in fuch Services as He no where rem-' 
red at their Hands. 

In ftiort, there is an allowable^ a commend^ 
abky a necejfary. Care for the Affairs of this 
Life ; which he that neglcdts to take, com- 
plies not with the Order of Providence, nor 
afts. agreeably to the Situation in which God 
hath placed him. 

But then, Whatfoever is more than I'his 
Cometh of Evil. When we begin (according to 
the Apoftle's Expreffions) to ^love the World i 

a I Joh. II. 15. . 

--to 
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— to • mind earthly things ; — ^ to Jet our AJ^ 
feSilon on Tubings on the Earth : — When we 
look upon This World's Poflcflions as our 
btghejl Good, and make the Acquifition of them 
our principal Purfult : —When our Minds reji 
in the Enjoyment of them, and as it were r^- 
pofe themfelves upon them with Complacence, 
and without looking out for their proper Hap- 
pinefs beyond them : — When, in fhort, the 
Cares of this World are permitted and encou- 
ntged to intrude, not only into our Solitudes 
and. Retirements, but into our Devotions and 
Religious Contemplations^ nay even to make 
iti2j\y facrlleglous Dedudtions from that week- 
ly Portion of our Time, which was from the 
Beginning confecrated to far higher and holier 
Purpofes : Then we may conclude, nve are 
. Worldly-minded: Our Concern forThisEarth 
manifcftly interferes with our Preparation for 
lieaven J and we have contradted a "^FrlendJlAp 
with the World which Is Enmity with God. 

Our Lord's Caution to His Difciples is ve- 
ry remarkable to this Purpofe; being deliver- 
ed in fuch Terms as at once exprefs the Na-- 
ture and criminal Degree of Worldly-Minded- 
ncfs ; its dangerous Tendency in regard to our 
Preparation for another State ; and our great 

a Phil. III. 19, V Col. ;il. 3. « Jam. IV. 4. 

Vol.2. X Prone- 



323 ^f Nature of 

Fronenefs to be over-taken by it. • Take Heed, 
that Tour Hearts be not over-cbarged with 
the Cares oj This Life; andfo That Day com 
upon Ton unawares. — An AffeSlion and Fond- 
jiefs for this World is indeed, in the Nature of 
Things^ irreconcileable with a proper R^ari 
for the next. Our Care and Attention can no 
more admit of TCwo Supreme Oh]tGtSp than our 
Adoration: Nor can we in Rcafbn cxpcd 
AdmiUance into Heaven hereafter, mJels we 
have made it at leaft our chief Concern here. 
Let us carry our Imaginations forward to 
that great Period, when ^ This Earth with all 
the Works that are therein Jhall ke burnt up: 
\jtt us there imagine the Wretch^ whofc Af- 
fcdkions had been wholly fet upon it, to appear 
before the awful Tribunal, crying, ." LoRl>i 
•'Lord!" and what more gracious Anfwcr 
can Mercy itfelf b^ fuppofed to maJcc him, 
than This ? — ** ^ Son, remember r that Thou in 
" Thy Life-Time receivedeji Thy Good Things; 
K* Thine by Option a€ well as Pojfeffion ^ and in 
** Thy Life-Time, when it was Thy own Choice 
*•« to receive them ! Had the ^ Heaven Thoa 
<? now craveft been accounted Thy Treafurt 
^ then. Thy Heart would of Courfe have been 
V there alfo. But, ^as fornfthee. Thy Heart 

a Luk. XXI. 34, b z Pet. lU. lo. c Ink, XVI. 2j. 
d Matt. Vi. 25. c Jer. XXH. 17. 

^^V)as 



heOOefjly Mindedhefs. '%il 

*• wtfj hut for Thy Covetoafne/s, Thy *(?tfi/f 
'* nejs was Giin : And Thy very Primers bniy 
•*fo many Medhatiotts oii "^Tly Farms anfi 
•* Thy Menhandifey Thy Pfcferft!e'hts or Thjr 
"PurchafeSi Didji Thou hot therefore, in 
•* Effba, agree with me for the Things of 
*« That £atth Which is now paft and gone ? 
** Wherefore * t do thee no ivtong in contiiiu- 
** ing Thy immortal Nature, and yet making 
•' Thofe Things Thy only Portion — Take that 
'* Thine is, and go Thy Way!" 

A Sentence, how equitable foever, yet of 
itfelf fufficiently dreadful ! Well may the dif- 
confolatc Soul cry out, 'Lord, to wkomJhaH 
I got Thou hdji the Words of Eternal Life, 
Yet This is not all. To be banifhed for Eve* 
from His Prefeficc, in lobofe Prefence alone ts 
Fulnefs of Joy, is but a Part, but the priva-^ 
tive Part, of thd f*r6phane ( and in Scripture 
Eftimation the * idolatrous) Worlding's Pu- 
nllfhment. Such an one would now be glad 
to compound for Annihilation itfelf. But even 
This Refuge, fhocking as it is to human Na- 
ture, cannot be indulged him. God is jea- 
lous of His Honour, and will not admit of 
»ny Rival in our AfFeftion. He that lovetb 
the Creature mare than the Creator muft ex* 

a I Tip. VI. s. b M|itt. XX. 13, 14. « jok. VI. i%. 

ac«a.tfi.5. 

X 2 pe^ 



324 7>5« Nature of 

pcft to feel a Vengeance worthy of inccnfei 
.Omnipotence : Whilft Angejs and Saints ap^ 
j>lauding the juft Difpcnfations of Providence 
.fliall cry outs — ^. *' * i^o^ This is the Man that 
** took not God for bis Portion^ but trujiedun- 
*' to the Multitude of bis 'Riches ! — Such wffl 
finally be the Doom of every one ^ that layeth 
lib Treafure for himfelf and is not Rich to* 
wards God ! 

A SecondHzbit inconfiftent with Heavenly- 
Mindednefs is Voluptuoufnefs, or an inordi- 
nate Love of the fenfual Pleajures of this 
World. 

I fay, an inordinate Love ; becaufe here al* 
fo I would by no Means be underftood ajl con- 
demning every Allowance in pleafmg Senfa- 
tions under the Denomination of Voluptuouf 
fiefs. Man is compounded of two diftinft 
Principles, Spirit and Body: Of which his 
* Spirit was breathed into him by God Him* 
felf whilft his Body was formed out of the 
Duft whereon he treads : His Spiritual Part 
IS the Principle of Life and Motion, the Scat 
of Vnderfianding and Wilhy and therefore ma* 
nifeftly intended to prefde and govern ; whilft 
his Bodily Part, of itfelf utterly inaSiive, as 
plainly appears intended for Subfervience and 
SubjeSlion : And laftly, his Body, at the Dif- 

a Pfal. LII. 7. b Luk. XII. 21. c Gen. .11. 7, . 

folution 
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fiJution of the Union, is t6 * return to its na^ 
live Earthy whilft his Spirit is to return to 
God who gave it. — So long then as each of 
thefe Conftituents of Man has its proper Pro^ 
vince afligned it, each a Proportion of Care 
allowed it, according to the Dignity of its 
ExtraSiion^ of its Ufe, and of its Endi (o 
long the Man a£ts agreeably to the Order of 
his Nature, and to the Will of its great Au-' 
thor J and, if fome higher Attainments may' 
be ^ lacking to render him perfeB, yet he is 
not far from the Kingdom of God. 

However, though we may take a nafonable 
Care of our Bodies, we muft not * make fuch* 
Provifonfor thePleflo as to enflamc and to fulfil 
the Lujis thereof The Former is well-pleafin^ 
to that Holy Spirit wbofe Temples we are\ but b)r 
the latter we grieve Him^ and quench His gra-^ 
cious Influences^ I fpeak not only of the grop 
fer ASis of Intemparence and Debauchery, buf 
of the Habit of Senfuality; which, though it? 
fliould not break out into notorious Afts of 
Riot or Lewdnefs, may not lefs fuccefsfuUy,' 
becaufe more uniformly, ^ war againjl the Soul^^ 
It finks the Soul into the moft abjed: Slavery,' 
the moft dangerous Infenfibility. It imper-: 
ci^ptibly alienates the Heart from God and 

a Eccl. XII. 7. b Matt. XIX. 20, 21 . c Rom. XIII. 1 3. 
d I Pet. XL II. 

' Good- 
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Gooc^nefs^ and ilupifies it$ Relict iot Relt^ 
gioiis ExerdleSx and heavenly Coatemplatiods: 
A State furely, in which no wife Servant would 
chuft to be furprifid by bis Lq^j(> ^ His 
Qoming I 

What St. Paul faith of • the Widow that 
livetb in Pleafure^ " that She is dead wbHc Sbd 
^.^/iveti,'* is a fhort but juft Deicription of 
the wretched Condition of every one,^ who 
gives bimfelfup to the Gratift^^tiQns of S^nfc: 
He v^ Dead to all the valuable, ^11 the tdem- 
ble. Ends of living ; Dead as to any proper 
\)i^ of that Part of his Being by which alone 
]^an can be faid to JJve. The Life of a Plant 
or an Animal he may ind/eed be allowed ta 
partake of; though even T^his Kind of Life 
nc frequently deflroys^ and more frequently 
tenders imperfeS and mifctable. But, where 
the Vegetative and Senfitive Life is beft of alt 
taken Care of by him> the Rational^ which 
k the Life 6f the Man^ is fliamefuUy ncglcifk^ 
^i and the Spiritual v^rY^h is that of tho 
(^brijlian, is for the moft part totally extin-* 
guiflied. — And what a^ Preparation muA 
^bis be for ^ibe Society of tbe Spirits (f ju^ 
Men made perfeB I of an inmimerable Compoir^ 
qT Angels I of Jefus tbe Mediator if tbe Neu^ 
Covenant*, and of God tbe Judg^ of All I 

ft 1 Tim. V. 6. b Heb. XII. it, aj, 14- 

Bcliev^i 
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Believe it, my Brethren^ the Kingdom of 
Heaven can only be taken by fiich an holy Vio^ 
iehce as the Man of Vleajure will hardly bA ait 
' the Pains of ufing for the Attainment of it. 
Let us not imagine, that Gbp will ' cafi this 
ineftimablc Vearl before the hazy or the Serf- 
fual; or confer an Inheritance among thent^ 
ti)at are fanSitfied, upon Thofc who are con^*. 
tent to \feli their Birth-Right in it^ir a Mbf^ 
fel of Meat. The Truth isi Heawn itfclf would . 
yidd no Happlnefs to Meii of thisTaJie. The 
Tleafures at OodV Right-Hand aV^ of a quite 
different Nature fronn any Gratifications Thejr 
are acquainted with, Thefe are to be the «/- 
timate Happinefs of Man; and will therefore 
(we may be fure) be adapted to tht fuperiout, 
the immortal, Part of his Nature 3 They will 
be Rational, IntelleSiual, Spiritual. But, alasl 
what Relifh dan the SenfuaKJl have for Ratio^ 
pal, for Intclledtual, for Spiritual Delights; 
A Paradife like that oi Mahomet might be 
agreeable to fuch a Man's Capacities: But 
^ he" that has in him the Hope of a Chrijliariy 
he that expels to be like Christ when He 
fball appear, and to fee Him ai He is, mtrfl in 
this Life puri/y himf elf even as He is pfire. ?^ 
And kfX like Reafons, r. 

» Matt. VII. 6. bHcb.XII.i6. c i Job. III. 2, 3. 

Lq/ily, 
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Lafily^ The Habits and Affcdlions of* JE/wyi 
Malice^ Revenge^ &c. arc utterly inconfiftcot 
with Preparation for and Enjoyment af the 
Things above. 

The Oppofition between thefe malevolent 
Affedions zn6. Heavenly- Mindednefs mzy not, 
perhaps, appear (odireSi and immediate als in 
the former Inftanccs ; but will upon Inquiry 
be found not the lefs real. The Truth is, 
the Predominancy of tbefe is generally but the 
Confcquence of our Captivity to the Former^ 
*Tis ouf Attachment to this World, our Ear^ 
nefinefi about its Pojejions^ its Pleafures^ or 
its Pre-eminencies^ which magnifies every /r/r 
fling Damage done us, nay every little Slight 
put upon us, into a grievous and unpardon- 
able Injury 5 and which gives a proportionable 
Keennefs to our Refentments and Continuance 
to our Enmity. He, whofe Heart is aiFefted 
with a juft Senfe of the infinite Difproportion^ 
there is between Things above and Things on 
the Earthy will not eafily be drawn into any 
great Warmths at leaft not into any lafiing 
Hatred^ about any of the Purfuits pf thi< 
World. They only, who mind earthly Things^ 
wilj thinh; it WQrth while tQ profecute tben^ 
at the Expence of their own Charity^ an4 
tliat of All around them. 

And| 
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• And, as the malevolent AfeSlidHs arc thus 
repugnant to Heavcnly-fMindcdncfs confidcr- 
cd as an Habit bere^ fo arc They no lefs in- 
compatible with it confidercd as a ^alifica^ 
tionfor the Enjoyment of Heaven JSereafier., 

• The wifdom which is from ab&ve^ and which, 
muft accompany us thither, isfirjlpure^ tben^ 
ffeaceable. For as Heaven i$ a Place of perfeft 
Joy and Tranquillity, whatfoever Affeftions 
would either give Uijeafineis to their parti- 
cular Owners or Difturbance to Society, muft 
evert upon a Natural as well as "Judicial Ac- 
count be excluded thence. ' A Soul filled with 
Envy, Rancour, and Revenge at its Departure 
hence muft therefore be a Gueji yery impro- 
per to be admitted to that Feqft. Paffions of 
this Kind { if we may argue from the EfFeds 
of them which lye fee at prefent ) would not 
only furnifli out an Hell in the Breaft that 
harbours them, but would diffufe their bane-* 
ful Influence^ and comnjunicate their Torment;, 
to all about them. 

And let no Man vainly prefume, he (hall 
i>ot for ever continueyi^^i6, with regard to the 
Difpofition of his Soul^ as He is at his En- 
trance upon another World. "YYitfame Ha-- 
bits, the fame Inclinations and Averfions (the 
|"^9 /;j i&W though not in Degree J that wp 

i 

a Jam. IJI. 17. 

carry 
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eerry eut of this World wc muft for ever re- 
tain in the Next. * He that is ihenJl/tJby, wH 
be Jiltby JtUl^ and he that is Envious will be 
Envioos (till. The S<hi1 is %fimpk and wn^ 
eampotnuled Sukfisncei and Thofe Habits whict^ 
hn^ Ou/hm has confirmed in it, becono€ Jixtd 
and laftiftgand as it were of the EJence of it^ 
Tbuf at leaft Anne of the ableft Realbnerd 
among the Heathen with great Probability tx^ 
gncd; Rot^ if any Doubt could ariie about 
the Nature of the Thing, Revelation has re-' 
moved all Uncertainty upon this Head; by 
frequently reprefenting and alw^s/uppq^ the 
prefent Life to be our only Time of Trial ht 
Eternity : And, as to the particular Point he-^ 
fore us, St. Paul's^ Declaration to the Gak* 
tians is decifire to our Purpofc ; where, ha?^ 
ing reckoned up ^ Hatred^ Variance^ fFratb^ 
Strife 9 Envying^ Sec. among tie Works of the 
Flejhy He concludes with forac Vehemence, 
that They who dofkcb Things Jhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God, 

Were Thefe Confidcrations duly attended 
to, furely the monjirous Praftice of DnelSng 
could not be fo fafliionable in a Cbriftian 
Country as ( to bur Shame be it fpoken ) it 
feems to be growing in our own. Our Judge 
Himielf hadi plainly told us, what muft b^ 

aRer.XXII. II. b Gsl. V. 20, zi. 

the 
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the Portion of the * 'mukedSemnintx wh^m bit. 
I^oRD 'wben Be cometb Jhall find Jmiting bit 
FellowServants. — Wbere then jJ)nll that Scr^ 
ibanf appear, who wilfully runs the H^zar4 
not only of beif^g found by his Lqrp, but Q^ 
anticipating His Coming, and rujhing i/^/a Hia 
Prefence in the fame contentious and. cvcny^-^ 
rious State of Mind ? who deliberately advenr 
tures, either to difpatch his Neighbour's Soul, 
or to plunge his own, (perhaps both) into a 
Situation unchangeable^ with all that Rancour 
and Tbirji of Blood upon it, with which th« 
Combatants may be fuppofed to ei^age oa 
fuch Jhocking Occafions ? — But \ forbear t ' 
Nor have I faid thus much, as pronouncing 
any Thing upon the Dead^ but as cautioning 
tbd Living. And God grant, that no one 
here prefent may ever thus cxpofe himfelf to 
that ^Judgment without Mercy., which awaits 
Tboje that have Jhewed no Mercy ! 

I have now gone through with the Heads 
I at firit propofed. Let us only, by Way of 
QonQlufionj take a Jhort Review of what has 
been faid, and fee, what Ufe may be made of 
it.— And, 

PirJI, Has it appeared that an inordinate 
Lovf of this JVorlSs Pojeffions is irreconcile- 
ftble with z proper AffeSlion for Things above ? 

a Mftft. TOBPf. 49. b J^xn II. 13. 

Let 
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Let us poflefs our Souls with a juft Scnfc of 
the Vanity of every Thing here on Earth. 
To This End, let us ( in tHitfpiritualScnitol 
the Propbef^ Exhortation) ' arife and depart, 
as knowing that This is not our Rejl : That 15, 
let us frequently transfer our Thoughts from 
the prefeijt unabiding, momentary. Scene of 
Things, and in our Contenaplatipns lay btiH 
en the Hope of an enduring Subftance^/ he- 
fore «j-~-Tis the Prefence of fenfibie and 
temporary Good Things which gives them 
all that Advantage they appear to have over 
fuch as are Spiritual and Eternal. We are 
fond of T'bofey becaufe we are always convcr- 
fant about them; but we have no Tajle for 
I'befcf becaufe we allow ourfelves to be per- 
fedt Strangers to them. The Former offer 
thenifelves to our View in their full Magni- 
tude and Dimenfions ; whilft the Latter, by; 
Rcifon of their Dijlance from Senfe, are ei- 
ther wholly over-lookedf or feen under great 
Difadv^ntages. But Meditation^ under the Di-r 
rediqn of Faitb, fupplies the Defeifts, and 
cprreds the Errors of Sight : It gives a KM 
of Prefence to Thofe Objcdls which arc yet 
only in Futurity i and ^ calls the things tbat 
(as yet) are not, as tbougb they wer( : \t plat 
ces Things Temporal and Things Eternal PH 

a Mic. II. 10. h Rom. IV. 17. 

the 
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atitfame Level and at ihtfame Dijiance from 
lis ; by this Means enabling us tb view them 
in their ju/l Proportions and to take a more 
cxadl Eftimate oithtit comparative Worth and 
I*f etenfions tb our Regard. The Confequence 
of which muft be, that This World in its beft 
Eftate will appear unworthy of zny great Con- 
cern from a Being who has an Objeft fo much 
more valuable before him ; and ' wi/I have 
no Glory ^ fcarce any Place, in his Thoughts, 
by reafon of that Glory which fo infinitely ^x- 
celletb. 

Again: Is Love of the Pleafures as^well as 
of the Poffeffions of /i6/> World foinconfiftent 
aS we have feen with an AffeSlion for and 
Enjoyment of the Things above ? This mull 
ftrongly recommend to us that great Chriftian , 
Duty oi Self-Denial. An uninterrupted Convic 
of fenfual Gratifications, t\ion^ feparately al^ 
lowable ones, is too dangerous a Trial of hu- 
man Virtue, and fuch as a wife Man would 
hardly truft himfelf with. Our carnal Appe-^ 
tites, ever fince the Fall, have a very forcible 
Tendency to Evil : They rife in their De- 
mands upon every Indulgence ; and muft be 
with-held from Obftinacy and Rebellion by 
feafonable Difcipline and repeated Denials. 
Wc muft withdraw our Affedions therefore 

a 2 Gor, III. la 

ftotxv 
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from the Plcafures of this World, by not on- 
ly abjidining entirely from all criminat Gratifi- 
cations, but by voluntarily denying ourfthet 
many innocent ones. * ^q Jhall aH Entranct 
he more dbundantly minifiired to us into TAst 
Everlafting Kingdom^ which ^ Plejh and Bhoi 
eannot inherit : Into That Placc^ which ii 
prepared for Saints and Angels, but whic& 
no unclean TAing can enter : Into That Re- 
gion, where will be Light and Joy for tlic 
• Pure in Heart who can fee God in it; but 
whofe Brightiiefs would be no Brigbtnefs, but 
Gloominefs and Horrour, to the Soul that 
Wants That * Holinefs, mthout which no Men 
Jhall fee Him. 

Once more : Are the AfFedtions of Envy ^ Ma* 
Jice,Reve?7gefulne/s,znd thelike, utterly incom- 
patible, with an AffeElion for, and Enjoyment ol 
Hcarcn ? ^Wherefore now Ton alfo put off ell 
^befei and put on as the EleSl of God, bo^ 
ly and beloved^ Bowels of Mercies^ Kindnefs^ 
Humblenefs of Mind, Meeknefsy Longfufferingi 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one an* 
ether, if any Mari have a parrel againjl any) 
even as CnKisr forgave Tou, fo alfo do TV. 
Can we be implacable and unmerciftd to each 
other, who each of us expe<ft to havc^ muck 

a I Fct I. ri^ b I Cor. XV. jo. c Matt. V. %. 

d Heb. XII. 14. e Col. III. 8, 12, 13, 

forgiven 
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Jot'given by our common Lord and Mafler ? 
And when to the unparalkkd Mercies, we 
add the precious Frondfts^ the Glorious Pro-^ 
^d:8, of the Gofpd ; "Tbefe^ furely, cannot 
fail to bani& all Malice and Hatred from the 
Breafts, all Rancour and Bitternefs from the 
Piicourfe, all Quarrels and Contentions from 
the Converfation, of Thofc, who are in good 
earnefl Candidates for Heaven^ and ^bavt 
Hopes full of Immortality. 

To conclude. — * If ye be rifen with Christ, 
Seek tbofe Tubings nvhicb are above : And, left 
Ye be found in the Number of *^ 7'boje Seek-^ 
ers who Jhall not be able to enter ^ let the Di- - 
ligence and Earneftnefs of Your Search bear 
fome Proportion to the Dignity and Excel-'' 
lence of the Glorious Objeft of it. ^ TCbe_ 
Prize of the high Calling of, God in Christ 
Jesus is a Prize, which will abundantly re- 
compence all Your Pains, and will fully an- 
fwer all the AffeSlion You zzvifet upon it : A 
Prize too, which You may All be Competi^ 
tors for, and yet Your Pretenfions never in^ 
t erf ere with each other. — May we All then, 
with united Endeavours^ prefs toward the Mark 
for it I May all our Purfuits be made fubor^ 
Snate to This ; and all our Competitions fwal^ 

a Wifd. III. 4; b CoU. III. 1. c Luk. XIII. 24. 

d PhU. III. 14. 

lowed 
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lowed up in it ! — ^"Tis worth while to • l(^ 
mfide every Weight in order to run with Suc- 
ccfs the Great Race that isfet before us : The 
Reward propofed is a ^ Crown incorruptible; 
and, though we All run, we may each of us 
obtain it! 

That we may, every one of us, ^Jo run as 
to obtain^ May God grant, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

« WeH, VU. I. b I Cor. 9. 25. c Ibii 14;!, 
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Acts XIV. 17. 

Never thekfsy He left not Himf elf without 

JVitnefs^ in that He did Goody and 

gave us Rain from Heaven^ and fruit-- 

ful SeafonSy filling our Hearts with 

Food and Gladnefs. 

THESE Words are the Conclufion 
of a fhort, but beautiful Speech of 
St. Paul to the Lycaonians. The 
Occafion was This. - — St. Paul ac- 
companied with Barnabas had, in Virtue of 
That miraculous Power which was for wife 
Ends and Purpofes granted to the firft Propa- 
gators of Chriftianity, wrought a very fignal 
Cure upon ^an impotent Man^ a Cripple from 
bis Mothers Womb^ who never had walked: 
For, notwithftanding this Inveteracy of his 
Diforder, or rather this his Natural Incapaci^ 

aAasXIV.8. 

Vol.2. Y tyf 
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ty, no fooner had the Apoftle pronounced thff 
Emphatical Words, " * Stand up right en tfy 
^^Fect;'* but the impotent Man: leaped and 
walked. The Peojde of Lyfira^ convinced that 
fo wonderful a Cure muft have Exceeded the 
Power of any mere Man^ and yet blinded. bjF 
the Prejudices of Heathen Superftition; pre- 
fently concluded,: that ^ the God( were come 
^own to them in the Likenefs of Men. -• And ac- 
cordingly, giving them the • Iffamet of thdc 
l^agan Deities d^ey had htch acCnAottied to 
worfhip, were proceeding in AM Hftfte te per- 
form the ufual Rites of Homage and Adora- 
tion. ^ The Prieji of Jupiter y, who was before 
their City^ brought Oxen and Garlands unto 
the Gatesy and would have done Sacrifice with 
the People. 

- Upon this the Holy Men of God, touched 
at once with Aftoniftiment and Coiopaflion by 
fo affeding an Appearance, ^ran in among the 
People ; deiiring, without Delay, not only i(^ 
prevent the idolatrous Worfhip intended to be 
paid to themfclve^j but to renaovc the Occa- 
fion of any fuch criminal Ohfervances for the 
future, by direding them to the true aad on* 
fy Objca of Religious H^orjbip^ To this End, 
They begin with a gentle, but affciftionate, 

a Aas XIV. 10. b Ibid. 1 1, c Ibid. 12. d Ibid. 13. 
c Ibid. 14. 

Expoftu- 
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'Thisy aflure them, that thmfehes niferc but 
Men^ and theFe£cHre hadno Claim to any Ador 
ration, apr durft receive any ; --t-That one great 
Dejign of their now coming among them was 
to turn them from t^efe vain and idolaf rqus 
]Pra<aices to the regular Worfhip of the Livr 
ing God, who ma^B Heaven and Earth, and 
tbi Sea and all Things that are therein : rr-r 
That indeed their having fallen into fuch der 
praved Notions and fuperilitious Pradtices berer- 
tofore might h/e more cxcufable> th^ their 
Continumce in fhcm now could be j becauic 
^oD had not xk^n, v^ the fame extraordinary 
Manner interpofcd to prevent them, hut had 
^ in ^ime$ paji fuffered all Nations ( or, as if 
ihojjld be rendered, all the Heathen^ in Oppor 
-fition to the Jews J to nvalk in their own Ways: 
PTJ-And yet, that fuch unaccountable Delur 
iions, even among the unenlightened Hea- 
thens, were not chargeable upon any Failure 
on God's Part; extraordinary Intcrpofitipns 
and Difcoveries of His Will were Matter of 
Favour not of Debt y and where thefe were 
net vouchfafed, the ordinary Comrmunicatjons 
jof God'5 Beneficence and Goodnefs, in fend- 
ing them. a regular Return of Sea/ons, ;aod 
crowning their honeft Labour with Joy and 

aA^sXlV. 15. b Ibid. 16. 

Y a Succefs^ 
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Succefs, were fufficient Evidences of His Be* 
ing and Providence, and fuch as ought to have 
made them entertain more worthy Notions of 
Him. Neverthdefsy He left not Himfelf with* 
out Witnefs^ in that He did Goodf and gave us 
Rain from Heaven ^ and frmtful Seafonsyjilling 
our Hearts with Fo6d and Glddnefs^ 

From the Words thus opened and cxfdain*. 
ed, I might take Occafion to confider the 
State of the Gentile World before the Preaclv- 
ing of the Gofpel to them : And to fhew, that 
the ordinary Appearances of Nature in regard 
to the Seafons of the Year, the Fruits of 
the Ground, &c. Vftr^ fufficiera Proofs of His 
-Beings and Witnejfes to His Gracious Prm^- 
dence over them ; and that therefore, if the 
greateft Part of them were ( as it is certain 
they were) iunk into the moft depraved No- 
tions concerning His Nature, the mpft oAfurd 
PraBices in His Worjhip \ the Fault all the 
while was not in God but in Themfelves. 
But my Defign is to confider the Words in a 
more popular View, and to render them more 
particularly ufeful. 

And for this Purpofe I (hall reduce what 
the Time will permit me to offer, under the 
Two following Heads of Enquiry : 

I To 
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I. To whom ijoe, are indebted for the Blefs- 

ings we enjoy ; and particularly for thofe 

fruitful Seafonsy that Food and Gladnefs; 

which are at kny Time vouchfafed* to 

us? And, • 

. II. Wi)at Vfes it will become us to make, on 
this ai}d every like Occafion, of the Con- 
fiderations that may Occur under the forqr 

^' going Head? ; : -^ 

"' I. As to the Former oi thcfe' Enquiries'; I 
would hope much Time need not be employ- 
ed ih giving a fatisfadlory Anfwer to it, ' Eve- 
ry one jvho rcad^ arid acknowledges (as, I per- 
fuade.myfclf, we all of us do) the Divine Auf^ 
Hboiriiy of the 'Scriptures y will readily, and at 
Jeaffiln t^e Qerieral allpw, that the. Being, to 
whom. we are indebted for^evcry Thing w^e 
poflefs,. is no other but God: That Being; 
^from whom every good Gift and every ferfeSi 
Ciftdgtb corner in fhort. That' Being, wh6 
6ftt created all Things by the Woird of His 
Power y and who ftill difpofeth all Events ac^ 
cording to the Goun/el of His own TFilL Inti- 
piations and exprefs AiTertions to this Purpofe 
occur fo very frequently in the facred Wri- 
tings, that it would be almoft endlefs to re- 

[a Jam. 1. 17. 

peat 
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peat them Alli and indeed they fo readily oft 
fcr themfelves to every one'3 Memory, that { 
need not repeat any of them. 

' Say we tbefe Tubings from Scripture only, 
or faith not Reafon and the very Li£;ht of Na- 
ture the fame alfo? Tes verily: ^be Sound of 
tin over- ruling Prbvitdenefc ^is gohd 0Ut into all 
Lands^ and the Belief of it iAto the Ends of 
He fForid: There is neither Speech ^6r Lan- 
guage^ but the Apprehenfioh 6f an All'-leeiog 
Eye, and All-powerful Superintendence, is 
heard among them. 

There was indeed a certain SeSt imong the 
Tbilcfophers of old, who, thou^ thty ac- 
knowledged the Being of a (joj)^ at leaft hi 
Words y yet idly perfuaded themfelvfig into a 
penirai of Hi^ particular Providence: Fancy* 
jng that He left the World to ihift for itfell: 
ailbon as He had made it, and enjoyed Hini-^ 
(elf in Solitude and Indolence : As if the CarO 
of a Woiid were uAworthy of VLita Vfho j6rft 
created it^ or too troublefouie an ^mploy^ 
ment for that Great Being, """ who fainteth not^^ 
neither is weary, but- is infinite in Power ^ and 
mighty in wording. 

Shajl we tiien nave Recourfe to t know 'm\ 
what Natures <if Things fbr folding the Ap- 
pearances we fee, and for producing thole 

^ J Cor. IX. 8, b ff^l. 3CTX. 4. c Ifki. XL. ?8. 

fruitful 
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fruitful Smfons^ v/HkhJiil ^ur Hearts with 
Jpood and Gladnefs f But if* by the Natures of 
things be underftood any Thing different fronj^ 
the Win of God y manifefting itfelf in the or- 
ijinary Courfc qf His Providence, and exert- 
ing itfelf agreeably to Thofe Tendencies which 
Wv^df oHginaliy impreff^d upon His Crea- 
tprtfi; *tis a Notion as extravagant and fenfe- 
^, and indeed as inexcufabje, .as that of fuch 
§5 deny His Bci/ig and Providence ; if it r§a^^ 
iy differ from it any Qtherwife than only in . 
Pfame* 

The Truth is, the gre^t Governour of the 
Itlftivprfc is a. God of Order and not ofConfu^ 
J^n\ and does therefore ordinarily make Ser 
fpnd Caufes ad r*egularly and unifo.r;nly. But 
if we thence conclude that Hq has put the 
Management of Affairs in this lower World 
inUrely out of Mis own Hand^i We are, in & 
doing, guilty of great Folly as w.ell as Impie- 
ty* ^Tis God alone ^ who fo fteadily condu(3^' 
4lie Motions of this great Machine ; The mir 
nuteft Movenacnt of it is fubj£.(9t taJFJis In- 
£^Qdon and waits His Ordera: And, though 
He ufualfy a6ts hy the Intervention ,of SeconcJ 
Caufes, and agreeably to their Natural Ten- 
dencies ; yet He can alter or fufpend. He cm 
.retard or haften, their Motions and Qperaj- 
tions, whenfoevcr and howfoever He pleafes. 

^'What- 
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^Whatfoever the Lord pleafethy that doetb He 
in Heaven and in Earthy in the Sea and in all 
deep Places : He caufetb the Vapours to afcend 
from the Ends of the Earth ; He niaketh Light- 
enings with the Rain^ bringing the Winds out 
of His Treafures. ' - 

It is well worth obferving, that fevcral of the 
Appearances we are here confidcring arc fach 
as have never yet been accounted for from 
the known Laws of Nature. That ^ Seed-itme 
and Harvejl, Cold and Heat, Summer and Win-^ 
ter ihould not ceafe but fhould fucceed each 
other in an uniform Order, is what we can 
indeed give fome little Account of, from fuch 
Caufes as a diligent Enquiry into Nature en- 
ables us to aflign : Which Caufes, however, 
inanifeftly required an infinite Wifdom to con-- 
trive them, and an Almighty Hand to fut 
them in Motion ; and muft ever require the 
fame Wifdom and Power to conduSl and up- 
hold them. But then, as to the partictdar 
Changes in the Times; the arifing of fiormj 
Winds and the Succeflion of Calm-, the great 
Difference of Weather in the very fame Seafons 
of different Years ; the long Drought of one 
Year and the as long Rains of another; — I 
fay, Thefe and fuch Appearances, although 
they » are Matter of common Obfervation, have 

a Pfal. CXXXV. 6, 7. b Gen. VIII. 22. 
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fomctliihg in them, which the moft diligent 
and penetrating Enquirers into the Operations 
of Second Caufes h^ve hitherto been, and 
probably always will be, unable to explain : 
Which muft therefore be refolved into the 
^ fole good Plea fur e of That Being, who doetb 
according to his Will in the Army of Heaven \ 
and who hath the whole Creation fo abfo- 
lutely at His Difpofal, that Thofe feemingly 
moft unruly and untradable Parts of it, ^ the 
Winds and the Sea, obey Win. 

Shall we then afcribe the Bleflings we en- 
joy wholly to our own Labour and Induftry, 
our Prudence and good Management ? This, 
I fear, is a very common, but certainly very 
dangerous and finful Pradice.— We are far 
from denying, that Your own Induftry and 
Prudence are xht proper Means of enfuring, 
and fiich as are moft ufually attended with, 
Siiccefs. Your Care and Attention are, no 
rfoiibt, well employed about the Concerns of 
this Life, when kept in due Subordination to 
a regular Difcharge of the Duties of Religion^ 
and a proper Regard to the Concerns of an- 
other World. The Drejftng and Cultivation of 
the Ground was, by God's own Appoint- 
ment, the Employment of our Firft Parent 
fii a State of Innocence, and before his Ex- 

» Dan. IV. 35. b Mark IV. 41. 
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pulfion from Paradiie. Much more ncccSbsf 
then muft the Sweat of their Faces be to bii 
Defcendaats in the prefent State of Things. 
Your Induftry therefore is in it&ifjojar/rm 
bciiig iwconfijient with Your Duty, that it r^al^* 
ly makes a Fart of it. We allow x great dca! 
to Care and Labour : 'Tis the ChanneJ by 
which the BlciJings of Providence are orJ&m^ 
rify conveyed to us : And it is the Apoftk'i 
Rule,, founded indeed in Reafon and l^uityt 
* That if any Ferfm "will not work^ neither 
fiiould be edt^ 

However, though we ^jlow thus much to 
Indurtry, we tnuft beware of rtfting here. 
Care and Prudence are indeed the ufu4l Mesm 
d£ attaining Succefs in Temporal Affairs 5 but 
•we muft always remember that they are only 
fubordinate ones to the Bleffing of Odd, whfcii 
alone xsdkx^any Thing we do^ or engnge ifl, 
to pro/per. To convince us of Tiis^ iiuii)aa 
Affairs are purpofely fe ordered, that *" the 
Race is not always to the Swifts nor the Battk 
^to the Strongs nor yet Bread to the Wife^ nor 
Riches to Men of UnderJIanding and AcHvily. 
Moft commonly indeed Schemes wifely conr 
trived and well oondudted will attain their jSro^ 
pofed Ends. But we meet with Inftancps tp 
the contrary more than enow to iati^y v4t 

a I Thcff. llh S^ b E«5cU IX. li. 

that 
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A^t ^tme and Chance^ favourable SeafoflS ot 
Cf ofs Accidents ( both under the Direftion gf 
aUl over-ruling Providence) happen to them 
All. 

And if This Obfervationhold truein the Gt^ 
t^eral Courfe of human Affairs, it is ftill more 
yifibly fo in the Particular Cafe before us» 
foraks! after all our lofty Preteniions, what 
is it which the. Bfeft of us all can do towards 
th^ prodaaion of a pkntijiil Uarvtft ? — of 4 
plentiful Harve ft y did I fay ? nay, oiz^n^kBar 
^i Corny or a Bt^de af Grafs ? — • Something we 
may do, in Subf^rviency to the Diving Provi^ 
demrift; but, independently of That, Nothing ot 
Worfe than Nothing, We have juft Str engtli 
^ou^h to quicken our Induftry i but Weak- 
4a4fs enough we fnuil always be c0nfi:ious of 
to check our Prefuiaption and mortify our 
Self-fufficiefncy. 

What St. Paul has obferved of Preaching 
the Go'lpel is in <bme meafure applicable tQ 
ihe Cafe before us : * One may plants and 
4iAot her water 'y but,, after ail, it is <jOd that 
^Rfuft^/i;? the Increaje. Nay, the Truth 1% 
we;are not able to do fo much as T&j-. Wp 
fiia,y fc>w or pknt indeed $ but ** is there any 
^(fmong the Vanities of the Heathen that can 
^aufe Rain ? as the Prophet fpeaks ; or can we 

9^ \ Cof, III, 6. |) jt?r. ?qv. 22. 

devifc 
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devlfe any Method to fupply the Want of it ? 
No : • Except the Lord btefs the Ground^ Tour 
Labour is but lofi that till it : It is in vain 
that Te hajie to rife up early , and late tab 
'Rejlj and eat the Bread of Cdrtfulnefs ; if He 
* command not the Clouds from abo've, and open 
not the Doors of Heaven. If He do not caufe 
HisSun tojhine^ and His Rain tofairmX\ms 
Scafon ; Tour own Strength^ in the di/parag* 
ing but very juft Reprefentation of the Tro- 
phet, ^ is but to Jit fill. 

It is in order more effedtually to convince^ 
and more fuccefsfuUy to remind us of this ufc- 
ful and important Truth (we miay believe) 
that the Almighty ispleafed fometiraesto^^ 
feat Tour Labours; to difappointrVourfaircft 
Hopes and moft promifing ExjJfedlations ; by 
iirft fending, as an Effe^ of Your Indujlry^ in 
cultivating Your Lands, a plentiful Crop ; and 
then, as a Punijhment of Your Unmindfuhiefi 
of His Providence, by denying You the Ojj^^ 
fortunity to eat thereof: This an Alaiightjr 
Hand hath various Methods of accompliib* 
ing: Either by Blajiing or Mildewy or bf 
(what the Prophet ^^^/ calls) * His Great 
Armyy the Locufi^ Caterpiller^ Carikerworm or 
Falmer-Wormi or (which is more frequent 

a Pfal. CXXVII. i, 3. b Ibid. LXXVIII. 23. clfaL 
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in Thefe Countries) by overflowing Floods, 
by unfeafonable, immoderate andlafling Rains^ 
JH[e delights not (we may be fure) in the Mi- 
series or Difappointments of His Creatures as 
fuch ; nor * does He affiiSl willingly or grieve 
the Children of Men. But when His Crea- 
tures forget th?ir Dependence upon Him, it is 
Time to awaken in them a due Senfe of it^ 
by feafonable Chaftifements affeding them ia 
the very Injiance of their Forgetfulnefs and 
Ingratitude : To convince them, that where 
their Labour is moft of all in their own Difr 
foJaU the Succefs of it Hill depends upon His 
.Good'Pleafure i and that, however the Fruits 
of the Ground may be called Theirs, the Sea- 
fons for Gathering them arc His. 

An eminent Inftance of Unthankfulnefs for 
Favours of this Kind we find recorded by Ho- 
fea^ and as eminent a Proof of the Divine 
Difpleafure for it. ^ She did not know or con- 
fider (fays the Prophet concerning the People 
^ Ifrael) that I gave her Corn and Wine and 
Oil, and multiplied her Silver and Gold. And 
what was the Confequence of This ? Why, 
fays God, * / will return and take away my 
Corn in the Time thereof and my Wine: in its 
Seafon ; and will recover my Wool and my Flax, ; 
and I will dejlroy her Fines and her Fig-Trees. 

a Lam« III. 23. b Hof. II. %. c Ibid. 9, 12. 

The 
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The Truth is, Wc ^w aH of us ready 
enough to own, many of us (I fear) to cotih 
plain, that the Difappointment of our Lrabours 
is to be afcribed to Goo. And why fhouM 
wc not as readily allow the Succejs of them 
to be afcribed to the fame great Cau{e ? If we 
will believe the Holy Pfalmijij it is thtfom 
God who * maketb a fruitful Land barren Jot 
the Wickednefs of them that dwell therein ; zxA 
who again^ upon the Amendment of its In- 
habitants^ ^ tumeth the Wildernefs into ajani^ 
ing Water ^ and dry Ground into Water-Jpringi^ 
And accordingly it is to the fame Graeiotq 
Being that He addrcffcs the following beauti-* 
ful Defcription, with which I (hall clofe this 
Head. *^ T:hm vifueji the Earth and ble/ejl it', 
^ou makeji it very plenteous; The River oj 
GoD is full of Water ; Thou preparefi that 
Corn, for Jo Thou provideji for the Earth; 
Thou water eji her Furrows ; Thou fendeft Jiain 
into the little Valleys thereof: Thou makeJl ii 
Joft with the Drops of Rain^ and hlefjefi the i^ 
creaje of it : Thou crownejl the Tear with Tbj 
Goodnefsj and Thy Clouds drop Fatnefs : They 
Jhall drop upon the Dwellings cf the Wild^- 
nefsy and the little Hills Jhall rejoice on every 
Side: The Folds Jhall be full of Sheep-, the 

aPfal. evil. 34. b Ibid. 35. c Ibid. LV.p— 15. 
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Valkys aljo Jhalljiandfo thick with Corny that 
ithey Jhall laugh andjing I 

Fipm what has been faid I would hope wo: 
are aH of us duly fenfible, TJ? v)hom we arein^ 
debtedfor the Ble^ngs we enjoy ^ and particu-* 
larfy for Tbofe fruitful Seafons^ that Food and 
Gladnefsy which may he at any Time vouchfqfed 
to us. It is Time then that I ftioidd proceed 
to enquire, 

. II. What Vfes it may become us to make of 
the foregoing Reftedlions, upon This anxl 
every like. Occafion. 

Now Thefe TJJis may relate to the Manner 
ftf our Receiving y or of out Enjoying, or of our 
Employmg, the Bleffings conferred on us by 
Providence. — And, I think, it is very ob- 
vious to infer fronni what has occurred to u^ 
lander the former Head, that we fhouM Re-^ 
ceive them with due Thankfulnefs to theboun-^ 
tiftd Giver : — That we ihouild Eni:cy them with 
a proper Chearfulnefs bat yet with Sobriety i 
•— And, that we fhouH communicate a fuitable 
PrcfportionoGii of our own Abundance to ou^ 
tBr^thren that may be in Need. 

I. It will on This aiad all Occafions high- 
ly become us to exprejs our Thankfulnefs tot 
the Great Author for the BlefTings we have 
received. 

Cratr- 
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Gratitude for Benefits received is a Duty ib 
natural and obvious^ that one would imagmc 
it could hardly be necelTary to mention^ much 
lefs to enlarge upon and enforce it. This is a 
Return for all Favours very ftrongly fuggell- 
cd by Nature itfelf ; and is fuch as (I dare 
fay ) *vDe all of us expeSl from jthofe whom w^ 
have at any Time obliged. Shall we thenre* 
fufe to make that Return to our Great Crea-- 
tory the Author and Giver of every Thing Vft 
enjoy, which we expeft from Thofe of our 
Fellow-Creatures, on whom we have confer- 
red any trivial Fzyout ? If we being Evil know 
what to expedl for our inconfiderable Obliga- 
tions laid upon one another ; how much more 
juftly may a beneficent and Good God de- 
mand the mpft hearty Acknowledgment from 
us, who are indebted to Him, not only for 
the Power of obliging others, but ""for Life 
and Breath and all Things ? 

And furely This, as it is a Natural, fo is it 
a very eafy and cheapy Return for the Plenty 
afforded us. We are not now, as God's Peo- 
ple of old were, burthened with expenfive Ob- 
fervances and cojlly Sacrifices. The Almighty, 
though He ^ knows all the Fowls upon the 
Mountains ; though all the Beafls of the Forejl 
are His, and the Cattle upon a thoufand Hills i 

aAasXVII. 2j. bPfal. L. ix. 

yet 
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yet He will * take no Bullock out of our Hou/e, 
nor He-goat out of our Fold. And fhall wc 
not xhtn freely^ offer unto Him the un-expen-- 
Jive Return of 'Thankf giving \ and gratefully 
acknowledge that all we have is from His 
Bounty ? "" Had fo gracious a Benefador iid 
us dofome great Things Jfjould we not have done 
it ! bow much more then when He faith to us 
only J Rejoice and give T^hanks I 

A Return however this is, which ( I fear) 
how natural and eafy foever in itfelf, we arc 
often Jirangely unmindful of paying. It has 
frequently been remarked, that of * Hen Lem- 
pers ^ that were cleanfed by the miraculous 
Operation of our BlejQTed Lord, but one re^ 
turned to give Glory to God. I am afraid the 
Proportion too generally holds in coijnmon 
Cafes. Under the Preflure of Afflidtion or 
Want we can cry mightily unto God ; and 
perhaps complain of being hardly dealt with, 
if our apprehended Grievances art not infant^ 
ly removed. But when our Prayers are heard, 
^nd our Defres even outdone ^ are we as much 
moved with a Senfe of the Divine Goodnefs as 
we were before with the Feeling of our own 
NeceJJities? Every Man's Confcience muft an- 
fwcr for himfclf to this Enquiry. Nor is it 

a Pfal. L. 9. b Ibid. 14. c ^.King. V. 13. 4Luk; 
XVII. 12—18. 
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an Enquiry o^Jlight Importance. The ^Hani^ 
writing upon the Wall was a dreadful Appear- 
ance ta BelJIjazzar : And what was the 0<:- 
cc^on of fo remarkable a Vifitation ? Why^ 
He had pr orphaned the Vejfels of the Temple^ and 
had praifed the Gods of Silver and of Gold, 8cc. 
and in this Part of his Crimes we may> 
think ourfelves no Way concerned. But there 
is one great Aggravation of his Gailt ftitf 
behind, in which we may do well to ccmfi- 
der whether we are not Partakers; for we 
find the Prophet Daniel concluding His fo- 
Icmn Charge againft him in thcfe meinorablc' 
Wordsy — ^ The God in whofe Hand thy Breath 
isf and whofe are all thy Ways, Jbaji thou nst 
' glorified! 

Hear what a Charader God Him^felf give^ 
of His own People by his Prophet yeremiah 
'* This People hath a revolting and a rebellious 
Heart : They are revolted and gone. But what 
was it that could provoke Almighty Cod tf> 
dcfcribe His pHutiar People in: Terms of fo 
much Reprcacb and Refentment? The Rca* 
fon we have in the very next Words; * Tbey 
fay not in their Hearts^ *^ Let u$ n&u} Jear the 
*' Lord our Goiv that givetb Hain^ both tie 
>f former and the latter Raijt in i£s Seafin^ 
*f Xi? refervcth unto us the. appointed JVeeksof 

a Dan, V. 5 . &c. b Ibid. 23. c Jcr..5. 23. d Ibid. 24:. 
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•* the Harvejiy The Almighty we fee look9 
upon our NegleSl to pay Him our Tribute of 
praifc and Thankfgiving as a Revolt from our 
Allegiance ; and interprets our very Silence in 
this Cafe as an Inftance of Treafon and Rebel- 
lion againft Himfelf. But 

2^ We are to partake of the Plenty^ con- 
ferred on us by Providence, with Cbearful^ 
nefs^ and at the fame Time with Sobriety. 

I fay, v)ith Chearfvdnefs. For we arc not 
to imagine that the bountiful Hand of Provi* 
A^nc^firfi fpreads Plenty before us, and then 
debars us the Enjoyment of it by a fevere In-^. 
terdiB. The Apojile St- Paulin his beautiful 
Speech to the People of Lyjira^ reprcfents it 
as an Inftance of God's Goodnefsy that by 
^fending Rain and fruitful Seafons Hcflls our 
Heart with Food and Gladnefs: And He elfe- 
where informs us, that ^ every Creature of 
God is Goody and Nothing to be refufed if it 
be received with thankfgiving. The Truth is, 
a chearful Enjoyment of the Gifts of Heaven 
is a Kind of T!hankf giving for them \ nor can ' 
our Hearts well be duly grateful for the 
Things, in which we have no Degree of Com- 
fort or Complacence. Thofe Perfons do great. 
Injury to our Holy Religion, who would re- 
prefent it as a gloomy melancholy T^hing : The 

• AftsIV. 17. bxTim. IV.4. 
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Confcioufncfs of our being continually under 
the Divine Superintendence and Protcdtion is 
a perpetual Fund for true Joy and innocent 
Cbearfulnefi. 

Accordingly wc find the Royal Preacher 
King Solomony who was not only a careful Ob- 
Jerver of Men and Things, but who had by 
thi^Jpecial Favour of Heaven a wije and under-- 
Jlanding Hearty more than once recommend* 
ing fuch a comfortable Enjoyment of its good 
Things as this Life would afford, in Oppofi- 
tion to a fordid and penurious Way of Living : 
1 For a Man to enjoy the Good of all his La- 
hour Sy He tells us exprefly, is the Gift of God. 
Jn another Place He reprefents it as a ^Jore 
Evil under the Swi^ and yet fuch an EvU as 
was common among Men ; that a Man to 'whom 
God hath given Riches^ and Wealthy and Ho^ 
h&uryfo that he wanteth nothing of all that its 
Heart dejireth ; and yet God giveth him not 
Power to eat thereof This ({ays He) is Vani- 
ty y, and it is an evil Difeafe I 

Authorities are needlels in a Cafe fb plain^ 
For a Man to have a plentiful Allptment of 
the Accommodations of Life, and yet to make 
no Ufe of them for that Purpofe! To under- 
go the unavoidable Toil and Vexation of a 

aEcd.V. 18, 19. b Ibid.VL I, 2. 
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PaiTage through this World ^ and at the fame 
Time voluntarily to debar himfelf of thofe in- 
nocent Refrefhments which offer themfelves 
to him by the Way! In the midji of Affluence 
to render himfelf as necejjitous as T!hofe that 
want Brezidy though not fo pitiable ! This furc* 
ly is Vanity f and it is an evil Difeafe I 

Let me, however, by no Means here be 
mifunderflood. Great Caution muft be ufed 
in this Particular : left by avoiding one Ex- 
treme Vft,fall into another^ and that fuch an 
one as is at leaft equally dangerous. Inftcad of 
ufing Liberty for an Occafion to the Flejhj we 
muft qualify our Enjoyments with Modera- 
tion, our Chearfulnefs with Sobriety. Our Plea* 
fures muft not exceed the Bounds prefcribed 
by Reaibn and Religion. Though we may 
gratify the innocent Defires of our Nature, we 
muft beware of ^making Provifon for the 
Flefh, to fulfil the Lufis thereof. Far be it 
from any one among us to turn the Grace of 
God into Lafcivioufnefs^ or fo far to mifapply 
the Bounty of Heaven, as to render it an Oc- 
cafion or Encouragement to his own Intem- 
perance and Brutality : Like the certain rich 
Man in one of our Lord's Parables j whofe * 
Ground having brought forth plentifully ^ He 

a Rom. XIII. 14. 
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prcfcntly fold to bis Souly Soul^ tbou baji much 
Goods laid up for many Tears : Take thine Eafe^ 
eat, drink, and be merry. But you will re- 
coiled what God /aid unto him the fame 
Night I This Night Jf jail Thy Soul be required 
of Thee: Then wbofe Jhall Thofe Things be 
which Thou baft provided! Whilft, therefore, 
we *joy with the Joy of Harveft, \vc muft re- 
member that we are Men and Cbrijlians ; and 
not be fo wholly taken up with the Thoughts 
of our. own Abundance as to forget, from 
whom we receive, and in whofe Prefence wc 
enjoy it. The Joy, which our Holy Religion 
allows, is not a noify, and exceflive or a rio- 
tous Mirth; but a fober, chafte, temperate 
Joy ; a Joy conduced under the Fear of GoD, 
and terminating (as ^ all our Alliens Jhould do)^ 
in his Glory. 

We ftiould be careful alfo to regulate our 
Pleafures with regard to the Seaforis as well as 
the Degrees of them; and not fuiFer our, 
other wife innocent. Gratifications to interfere, 
cither with a regular Difcharge of the Office^ 
pf Life^ or with a due Obfervance of the Di- 
vine Ordinances. « Every Thing is beautiful in 
its Time: Chearful Diverfons may be innc;- 
cent and proper on fuitable Occafions; and 
friendly Vijits among Neighbours or Relations 

« Ifai. IX. 3. b i Cor. X. 3 1 . c Eccl. III. 1 1. 
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wTl often be ufeful, nay conimendable, Means 
of preferving and promoting Good^Will among ji 
Men.-^^yxK fhould we allow our Diverfions 
or our Vifits to detain us when the Duties of 
our Callingy and efpecially when the Worjhip 
of cur Maker^ demand our Attendance : T^his^ 
would be employing the Bleffings of God in ' 
.an Ufe quite contrary to that for which they 
were given us; and we may jijftly fear, that 
fiich Pleafiiires muft be dearly, paid for, either 
in bitter Repentance and Remorfe here^ or in 
fomethingyi?r more dreadful hereafter ! — But 
Moderation, inoijr Enjoyment of Good Things 
aiFofded us, is the more neceflary, becaufe 
. 3. We are on fuch OccafioRS of Plenty to 
fommunicate a due Proportion out of our Abun^ 
dance for the Relief of our Brethren that are 
in Need. 

There h a very remarkable Precept given 
to the Jews, and repeated more than once in 
the Law of Mofes. * JFhen Te reap the Har^ 
veji of Tour Land^ thouJI^alt not wholly reap 
the Corners of thy Fields neither JJjalt thou ga^ 
ther the Gleanings of thy Harvejl : And thou, 
Jhalt not glean thy Vineyard^ neither fbalt thou 
gather every Grape of thy Vineyard: Thou JJo alt 
leave them for the Poor and the Stranger : I 



a Lev. XIX. 9, lo. 
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am /ifi^LoRD Tour God. Which lajl Words 
are not added at all Adventures^ but with 
great Propriety and Significancy : They con- 
tain a very powerful Argument for performing 
the Duty enjoined ; and a beautiful Anticipa- 
tion of fuch Objedtions or Evafions as the 
Jews might perhaps be but too ready to make 
ufe of againft it. — I am the Lord Tour 
God:, Your Plenty is all from my Bounty \ 
and I have therefore a Right to demand what 
Referves I pleafe out of it. — And again, lam 
tAeLoKD Tour God. Fear not therefore that 
Your Liberality fhall ever occafion ff^ant to 
Yourfelves : The Command is Mine; and You 
may truji Me with the Confequences of achear- 
ful Compliance with it. 

And if fuch Provifion was made for the Re- 
lief of the Poor under the Mofaic Diipenfa- 
tion ; fhall We fufFer our diftrefled Brethren 
to go unprovided for ? We^ who are a Tar^ 
takers of a better Covenant^ ejlablijhed upon 
better Promifes ? Shall we ^ dejlr&y Him for 
Want of Meat ^ for whom Christ died ? What 
a Reproach would it be to U5, what a Reflec- 
tion on dor Holy Profeffion, fhould there, in 
tbefe plenteous Tears^ be found any among us in 
Want of Bread! 

[a Hcb. VIII. 6. b Rom. XIV, 15. 

The 
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The Truth is. They whofe » Lot is fallen 
to them in a fair Ground^ and who have a 
goodly Heritage^ are rather Stewards than Pro^ * 
prietors of the Plenty afforded them. The 
Almighty by ^fending gracious Rain upon His 
Inheritance^ does of His great Goodnefs pro^ 
vide for the Poor; znd makes the Rich the 
Difpenfers of His Bounty towards theni. ^ The ' 
Rich and the Poor^ in this refpeft alfo, meet 
together; the Lord is the Maker of them All. 
— He is the Maker of them, not only as they 
are Men^ but as they are Rich and Poor. He 
has placed them in thefe different Situations 
for many wife and gracious Purpofes ; and for 
This among others, that the one might have 
the Pleafure of receiving, and the other the 
much higher Satisfaction of giving Relief: 
That (in tl^is Senfe alfo) ^He that foweth- and 
be that reapeth might rejoice together. 

Under the Name of Liberality to the ne^ 
ceflitous I would be far from recommending 
Profufenefs to all who would pafs themfelves 
upon us for fuch* You will carefully diflin- 
guifh the modeji and helplefs whom You know 
to be fit Objedls of Compaflion, from the lazy 
and clamorous^ of whom You know Nothing 
but their Importunity. Neither Reafon nor 

a Pfal. XVI. 6. b Ibid. LXVIH. g, lo. c Prov. XXII. 2. 
4 Joh. IV. 36. 
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Eeliglon require that They, who can h\xt wilf 
not worky (hould eat the Fruit of the Labour 
of their induftrious Neighbours. T!bey that 
arefuch deferve CorreHion rather than Relief: 
And far be it from me to plead for any fuch 
Mifapplication of Your Bounty, as the Throw- 
jng it away upon them would be ! But then, 
on the other Hand^ J muft entreat You like- 
wife, not to let Your Averfion to the idle and 
impudent Vagrant ever make You turn away 
Tour Faces from a Poor Man^ or ftop Your 
Ears to the Cries of the bumble Supplicant. 
Charity and Beneficence to fuchi under due 
Regulations^ is at once one of the nobleft XJfes 
of the Bleffings of Providence, and is accepted 
by God as one' of the proper ejt Returns wc 
can make for them. A Verbal Acknowledg- 
ment is certainly right and our bounden Du-r 
ty, as far as it goes. But then it is againft 
the common Scnfe of Mankind to think of 
^^^%f^lb S^^^^f^^ ^y entertaining our Bene- 
fador only with fair Speeches^ and bare Pro- 
feffions of our Obligations to Him. Thus far 
the moft fordid and felfiih \yill allow them- 
fclves to go. But an Heart warmed with real 
Sentiments of Gratitude wUl by no means 
content itfelf with * offering to the Lord that 
only which cojls him Nothing. — On the other 

a 2 Sam. XXiV. 24, 
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Hand, to think of requiting GoD in any pror 
per Senfc by a Rctura of real Benefits to Him, 
would be equally irrational. All the Services 
we can pay Him can make no Addition to His 
compleat Bleflednefs. ^What Reward then 
£hall we give unto the Lord Jbr all the Bene^, 
fits He hath done^ for all the Plenty He hath 
youchfafed, unto usf Why; He Himfelf haS; 
prefcribed the Way to us. ^ Our Goods are 
Nothing to Him^ it is true. But He has de- 
volved His Right to a due Proportion out of 
them upon our necejitous Brethren : He hath, 
deputed them to receive thefe Evidences or 
Exprejffions of our Gratitude to Him : And 
for our Encouragement has told us, that what- 
ever Relief or Comfort yire fliall adniinifter to 
th^m for His Sake^ He will accept as an In- 
ftance of our Love to Himfelf: According to 
that memorable Declaration of Solomon. — 
^.^^He that hath pity on the Poor^ lendeth unto, 
^' the^LoRD.; and that ftill more rtiemorablo 
Declaration of a Greater than Solomon^ ^ In- 
dfmuch as Te have done it ( fpeaking of thofq 
Ac^s of Kindnels zisA Gompaflipn He had be- 
fore mentioned ) inafmuch as Te haye done it 
to one ^f the leajl of thefe my Brethren^ Te, 
have done it nnto Me. 



a Pfal.CXVI. 12. 


b Ibid. XVI. 2. 


c Prov. XIX. 17. 
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Can Words exprefs a fironger Incitement 
to what was, before^ our Reafonable Service! 
! Whofo hath this World! s Goods^ and feet h bis 
Brother have Need^ and puttetb up his Bow- 
els of CompaJJionfrom himt — how dwelleth the 
Love of God in him ! Even Humanity itfelf, 
where it is left in any Degree, will fcarce 
fuiFer us to fee a diflrefled Objedt without 
J'eaching forth all the Relief in our Power: 
And fhall not the Love of Christ conjlrain 
us to extend our Beneficence to Thofe whom 
He has conftituted His Receivers f Methinks 
we fhould rzthtv feek out for proper Objefts 
of our Charity, than turn away on the other 
Side when fuch offer themfelves to us ; bring- 
ing along with them fo endearing a Recom- 
mendation from our Saviour Himfelf ; wbOf 
though He was Rich, Rich in an higher Senfe 
than any created Being can be, ^yet for our 
Sakes became Boor, that we, through His Po^ 
verty might be Rich. 

To conclude*: If any here prefent be blefs- 
cd with an abundant Portion of the Good 
Things of this World ; (which, 1 truft, may 
be the Cafe of many that hear me this Day;) 
if in particular ^ the Ground of any Man lately 
brought forth plentifully: Remember, to whofe 
Bounty You ftand indebted for every Good 

a I Joh. III. 17. b 2 Cor VIII. 9. c Lttk. XII. 16. 

Gift, 
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Gift ; who it is that hath given You Rain 
Jrom Heaven and fruitful Seafons-, filing Tout 
Hearts with Food and Gladnefs. And remem- 
ber too, that the fame Affluence and Plenty 
which ought to remind us of the Goodnefs of 
our Creator, and of the Wants of our Fellow^ 
Creatures, is^ but too fatally apt to render us 
unmindful of Both. The Tranfition is eaiy 
from being Full to faying^ «* * Who is the 
Lord?" And they who ^anoint tbemfelves 
nvith the chief Ointments, are but rarely found 
to be much grieved for the AffliSlions of Jo-- 
feph. — "" When therefore we have eaten and 
are full J then more cfpecially let us beware 
that we forget not the Lord our God : Be- 
caufe then we fhall be moft in Danger of 
forgetting Him 5 and our Forgetfulnefs of 
Him will then be attended with the higheft 
Aggravation, the foulelt Ingratitude. ^ In all 
our Ways let us acknowledge God ; and if * in 
the Day of Profperity we rejoice ( as furely 
with Innocence we may) let us however ^ re^ 
joice unto Him with Reverence. By Being rea- 
dy to dijlrihute, willing to communicate, let us 
at once derive His Blefling on our prefcnt 
Abundance, and ^lay up to ourf elves a good 

a Prov. XXX. 9. b Amos VI. 6. c Deut. VIII. 10, 1 1. 
<f Prov. III. 6: c Eccl. VIL 14. f Pfal II. 1 1. g i Tim. 
VI. 18, 19. 

Founda-- 
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foundation againfi the Time to come. — Thus 
(hall vft ^ufe This World as not abufing it: 
Our Plenty will not be a Snare^ but a BUfs- 
ingf to us : Till, from an innocent Enjoyment 
of the Bounties of Providence Aere^ we fhall 
be admitted to the Everlafting Glories of His 
Prcfence hereafter. 

To which happy State God of His infi- 
nite Mercy bring us all, through the Merit! 
of our Saviour^jEsus Christ ! 

a I Cor. VII. 31* 
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SERMON XIV. 



Proverbs III. 5, 6. 

Truft in the Lord mth all T^lnne Heart ^ 

and lean not unto 7T)ine own Under- 

Jlanding. In all Thy JVays acknow-- 

ledge Him, and He Jhall direEi Thy 

Paths. 

THERE arc no Sentiments which 
the infpired Writers feem niore fo- 
licitous to encourage in the Mind 
of Man, than Thofe of an habitual 
Truft in the Providence of God, exprefled^ 
on all proper Occafions^ in fuitable Ackntyw^ 
ledgments^ or Ads of Devotion towards Him. 
And, confidering the indigent Condition of 
our Nature, and the Shortnefs of our Views 
of Things, there cannot, furely, be a Privi- 
kgc more to be deliwd by u# than That of 
a ready Accefs to 1 Beirtg of infinite Wit 
dom, Power, and Gioodnefg,- for the Direc- 
tion 
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tion of pur Paths, and the Supply of all ouf 
Wants. 

And yet, I fear, there is not any Privilege 
more frequently flighted by us, than l^bis. 
Weak and fliort-fighted as we arc, we affeft 
to be independent on znyfuperiour Aid or In- 
formation. In the eager Profecution of our va- 
rious Schemes, we neglefl: to apply to Ift», 
who alone can enable us to condudl them with 
Succefs or Safety : And, if He is pleafed, not- 
withftanding, to permit them for a while to 
profpcr, we begin to applaijd our own Fore- 
fight and Adivity ; ^facrijicing \ as the Frth 
pbet fpcaks) to our Net, and burning Incenfe 
to our Drag ; as if ^y ti)em, and them onljr, 
our Portion were J at ^ and our Meat plenteous. 
The Pains we take in Purfuit of Knowledgt, 
being exerted in the like felf-fufficient Man- 
ner, our Attainments therein are apt to be 
confidered as folely owing to our own unwea- 
ried Diligence or unconmion Penetration ; and 
the Glory thence ariiing, after being gready 
magnified by our vain Imaginations^ is oi 
courfe made to terminate Jingly in Ourfelvcs. 
— A Proceeding, however. This is, not only 
undutiful and injurious to Almighty God, but 
highly prejudjjfcal to our own real Intereft, 
For, after all, ^ the Lord is Kingi be we nc^ 

a Heb.I.i6. b Pfal. XCIX i. 

ver 
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ver fo impatient ox unmindful of his Domi- 
nion. He, who firft made this World, ijoill 
^[fo govern it; He wi/I profper our Under- 
takings or defeat our Labours juft as He {etg 
good. And, if He is at any Time pleafed tp 
allow That Succefs to our Projects or our Stu- 
dies, which we negledt to afk of Him ; He 
always can, and generally doth, fboner or kr 
ter, ihew, that fuch Succefs was far enough 
from being ordained to our lading Benefit. 
Where • tie BleJJing of our Lord maketb JRscB^ 
He addetb no Sorrow with it. But, without 
His Bleffing, ^ even in much Wifdom is much 
Grief ^^ and he that increafetfi Knowledge, in^ 
creafeth Sorrow. 

With a View to This prevailing but fatal 
Error in the Conduct of human Life, and ia 
Order to prevent (as far as may be) the 
Younger Part of my Hearers efpecially from 
falling into it; I have made Choice of the 
Words of my Text^ and fhall endeavour, a^ 
ufefuUy as I can, to explain and enforce thQ 
Advice contained in Them. — Truji in the 
LoRfi with all thine Hearty and lean not un^, 
to ^hine own Underjlanding. In all Thy Ways 
acknowledge Him, and Hejhall dire5l Thy Paths. 

They are the Words of the Wife King So^ 
kmon, afFcdtionately admonifliing his Son or 

a Pror. X. 22. b Ecd. 1. 18. 

Vol 2. A Difciple 
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Difciplc. And, as He had, Him/eJf, at iw^ 
Entrance upon publick Life, q/ked and ob- 
tained of God * an Underjiahdmg Heart to 
condudl him with Honour through it ^ we 
may fairly fuppofe Him to be thiw recom- 
mending the fame devout Pradtice to the Per- 
fon, whom He is here inftruAing. •^— *<Afy 
*^ SoTh Thou art juft Going forth into a World, 
^' full of Preplexities and Temptations ; which 
'* eafily befet the Young and Unexperienced; 
"and by which the felf-conceited and felf- 
*' willed are ever moft in Danger of being en- 
*' tangled to their Ruin. But, if Any of Thcfe 
** fhould entice ^hee^ confent Tbou not to be of 
^* their Number. Inftead of confidently lean- 
*' ing unto Hhine own TJnderJlanding^ be Thy 
** Truji repofed on Him, whofe Underflanding 
** is infinite. To Him let Thy Recoiirfe be in 
«« every Exigency : And, ifva particular * Hbou 
'" lackeji Wijdom, Afk of Him. If in all ny 
'* TFays Thou fhalt thus acknowle^e Him^ He 
'' will not fail to direSl TJby Pat As; He (hall 
*' make Thy PafTage through Life plain before 
*' T:hee: He fliall conduft Thee fafely, if not 
" to the Accomplifhment of Thy Wifhes, yet 
*' to the Attainment of Something ftill more 
" for Thy real Advantage. — Tiruji in tJbeLoKV 
^* with all Thine Heart , and lean not unto I'bine 

a I Kin. III. 9, &c. b Jam. 1.5. 
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f * own Underjiandtng. In all thy Ways acknow^ 
''/^d^^HiM, andHeJhalldirearhyPathsr 

We have in the Words, thus confidered, 
an Encouragement to Truji in God and to 
xnake our Applicdtions to Him : An Encou- 
ragement of great Moment through the whole 
Courfe of Life, but efpecially in thofe early 
Stages of it, on the Regulation whereof the 
Happinefs of the remaining ones will always 
• greatly depend. However, left fo comfortable 
an Invitation, whilft it guards againft the fa- 
tal Extreme of Self-fujiciency and Impiety, 
fhould be mifapplied to the fcarce lefs perni- 
cious Purpofes of Slothfulnefs or Enthufiafmi 
it may be proper; 

I. To ^xpl*in the Import of the Advice here 
given, and to fhew what is implied in it. 

II. To illuftrate the Propriety of it, in Re- 
ference to the End here propofed. And 
then, 

IIL To fubjoln a ReJleSiion or two, fuited 
to the Subjeft, by Way of Conclnjion from 
the Whole. 

I. As to the Import of the Advice itfelf : 
To T^rujl in God, in Oppofition to Leaning 
unto our own Underjlandings^ muft be, inftead 
of confiding folely or principally in our owa 

A a Wi£loni 
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Wifdom or Abilities, to put ourfelves u&def 
the Dirctftion of His Laws and the Guar€lian« 
Ihip of His Providence: As again, by Ac^ 
knowledging Him in all our Ways muil (I coa* 
ccive) be meant. Setting Him always before us^ 
and Recognizing our perpetual Dependence 
upon Him by Thofe ASls of Piety, the Re-* 
fufal or continued Negled: of which would 
amount to a Denial of Him. 

And, by ewry fuch A6t we cannot undcr-^ 
ftand lefe than a deliberate Approach of the 
Heart to God : Under an immediaie RecoUec* 
tion of His intimate Prefence with us, and 
fupreme Difpofal of every Thing that can in 
any Way afFedl us : With z filial Reliance Dp* 
on His Willingnefs to hear our Petitions, as 
well as His Power to give us what vv^ defirc 
of Him : And, in us Cbrifiians particularly, 
with a lively Faith in His Pronufes by Christ 
Jesus : "^ In wbofe Name we are directed to 
AJk whatfoever we ftand in Need of > and 
** in 'whom alone, as finful Creatures, v>e bmt 
Boldnefs and Accefs with Confidence by the Faith 
of Him. 

Let me add, in reference to the Meafure of 
our Truft in Goi>, and the Nature of our Ap- 
plications to Him J that Thefii^ being ground-* 
ed upon His Perfedions and our Wants, {ho^M 

a J0I1.XVI.23. b Eph.m. 11. 

always 
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always be regulated by a diie Confideration of 
Both. Were we to take a View of God*s 
Power and Goodnefs fepumtely from His 
^ther Attributes, or of our own Abilities onfy 
as they are in themfehes: We could hardly 
OTiake ouf AddrefTes under too ftrong an Aflu- 
rance in the Former^ or too entire a Difregard 
of the Latter^ But, when we confider God 
as wile, and juft, and holy, as well as power- 
ful and gracious ; and ourfelves as feeble and 
indigent, nay unable to think or do any Thing 
us of ourfelves i yet furnifhed with Powers ca* 
liable of Enlargement with fuch Help as is 
always ready, and by proper Exertion appli- 
^cable to many excellent Purpofes : We fee the 
Impropriety of expciSing from God any fuch 
Affiftance, as it can be neither fit for Him- to 
^ive, nor for us to receive. If our own Un-- 
derjlandings may not be wholly relied upon^ yet, 
neither muft they be wholly negledted. Our 
Faculties in general are the Gift of God ; and 
muft therefore not only be thankfully received 
but diligently employed and improved ( as far 
as we can improve them) as Talents for which 
we arc accountable to Him. 

But to be a little more particular. — The 
Temper and Pradtice npw i|nder Confidera- 
tion muft be founded, i^i or accompanied and 
compleated by — r A kwly Senfe of our own Na- 
tural 
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tural InfufEciency : * — A devout Applicatim to 
Him, who alone can fupply our DefecSs:-* 
A careful Ufe of fuch Means as He has put 
within our Power : — A Jieady Refolution to 
rcjed all Expedients difagreeable to His Will: 
— And a dutiful Acquiefcence in His Difpen- 
fations % alike prepared to adore His Wifdom 
in the Delay or the Denial of our Requcfts, 
as to acknowledge His Bounty vsx the more 
direct Grant of them. 

The Firfl Requifite juft mentioned is a Dif- 
fidence of ourfclves, or a Confcioufnefs of our 
Want of fomc fuperiour Guidance. //^, that 
cometb unto Gop as a Petitioner for Wifdonii 
muft previoufly be convinced, tha^ * it is not 
in Man to direSi bis Steps : That, in what rcr 
lates to future Advantages in Life, wc fee but 
a very little Way before us, often difappoint- 
cd where moft fanguine, and fometimes hap-r 
py where moft difappointed : That in Mat? 
ters of human Science, ** hardly da 'ipe guefs 
aright at the Things thajt are qn the Eartbf 
and with all our Labour can penetrate litdc 
farther than ^he Outfide of Things moft with- 
in our Cognizance : That, in rc;fe)rence to Qur 
Innocence, ^when we think nsoe fland. firmeft 
and moft fqcurq, wq are efppcially concerne4 

a Jcr. X. 23. b Wifd. IX. c i Cor. X. \z. 

to 
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to take Heed left we fall : That as to » mngs^ 
in Heaven^ the Nature and Counfels of God, 
and the tranfcendent Objefts of an invifiblc 
World ; iToefe are too far removed from our 
Sphere to htfearched out or known by us, ex^ 
cept He Himfelf fend Wifdom from above: That, 
although ^GoD bath by His Spirit revealed to 
us many Things, which Eye had not feen be-, 
fore \ yet, ^ even "" now, we can fee them only 
as through a Glafs darkly: And, that there. 
are ftill in the Accounts of them ^bme I'hings^ 
bard to be underjlood, which we may by our 
Vanity and Prefumption, without the Affift- 
ance of the fame Spirit, wrefi to our own T>e^ 
fruSiion, — They, who ^ thin^ of themf elves 
more highly than They ought to thinh ^^e but 
ill prepared to Trufl in 4 he Lord with all 
their Hearts-, and inftead of duly acknowledge 
trig Him in all their Ways, will be ready to afk 
r— " ^What Profit fhall we have, if we Pray 
'f unto Him r' 

On the other Hand, the humble-minded 
Man, confcious of his own Inability, will look^ 
up to Him, from whom cometh bis Help. Not- 
\yithftanding the great Diforder introduced in- 
to our Conflitution, we ftill feel fpmething in 
Adls of Piety wonderfully adapted to the Spi- 

a Wifd. XI, 1 6, 17. b I Cor. 11, 9, lo. c Ibid. XIII, 1 2' 
d 2Ppt.III. 16. e Ro^n.XU.a.. f Job XXI. 15. 

ritual 
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ritual Part of it : Which, when neither ncg- 
lc6ted in the Seafon for its early Cttltivationi 
nor afterwards incumbered with the Cares of 
This World, or immerfed in Sensual Indul- 
gences, nor eftranged by finfiil Habits, almoft 
riaturally returns in devout Afpirations to GO0 
who gave it. Accordingly, the Good Man, 
whatever his Situation or Circumftances, what- 
ever his Occupation or ProfcfJion, may be, 
will daily recommend himfelf and all his Con- 
cerns to the Divine Blefling. Even the Arti- 
ficer and the Hujbandman, among other Me- 
thods of acquiring Skill, and cnfaring Suc- 
cefs, in their refpedtive Employments, will 
never forget, that ^Tbis alfo comet h of the 
Lord of Hofis^ who is wonderful in CounfeU 
and excellent in Working. The prudent Staef 
man, when looking abroad for powerful Al- 
lies, will not negleft His Friendfhip ^ ivith 
whom emphatically is Strength and Wifdom\ 
in whofe Hand are the Hearts of Men ; and 
who can, when He fees fit, lead the ablcft 
Counfellers awayjpoiled. In the Purfuit of nfc- 
ful Learning, the well-difpofed Student will 
beg of God to • give him Wifdom that ftteth 
hy His throne-, to enlighten his Underfbod^ 
ing, and to blefs his Refearches ; to guard him 
againft the Delufions of vain FhUofopbyt ancj 

a Ifai. XXVm. 29. b Job, XII. 16, 17. c Wifd. IX. a. 
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TJboiib Snares into which even Knowledge ii 
apt to betray the carnal Mhxd, Above all, 
riie devout Cbryiian will conftantly implore 
the Affiftance of That Spirit j who diiSated 
thcfacred Writings ; who alone is able fo * ta 
open bis IJnderftanding as that he may under^ 
fiand the Scriptures ; fo to ^ touch bis Heart a& 
that he f«tfy fcrioully attend to y and efFcftud-^ 
ly embrace, Thofe Things that are fpoken in 
them. 

Still, however, fuch Addrcffes fo Heaven 
muft be accompanied by the diligent Ufe of 
Thofe other Means that may be in our Pow- 
er. In vain (for Inftance) fhall we, with the 
pious Pfalmiji^ bcfeech God to "" open our Eyes 
that we may fee the wonderous Things of Hi$ 
Law, unlcfs we can fay with him too, *' * all 
<* the Day long is my Study in it.'* If, in the 
fublime Language qf the Evangelical Prophet, 
we call upon • the Heavens to drop down from 
aioyej and upon the Siies to pour down Righ-- 
teoufnefs ; if we expedt tbt Earth to open and 
bring forth Sahation j we ourfelves muft, -like 
wife Hufbandmen, prepare the ^ Ground by 
breaking the Clods and making plain the Face 
thereof I we muft caft in the principal Wheat 
and the appointed Barley and. the Rye into their 

a Lnk; XXIV. 4^. b Afts XVI. \\. c Pftl. CXIX. 1 8. 

• ' ^ ' Places', 
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Places ; or (in the Words of Hofea) wc muft 

• break up our Fallow^ground, and Jaw to our^ 
/elves in Right eoufnefsy if ever we hope to reap 

in Mercy. Even the ApofileSf to whom our 
Lord's well-known Admonition agaiaft 
^ TCboughtfulnefs was eminently, if not pecu- 
liarly addreffed, had the Wifdom of the Ser- 
pent j in Conjundlion with the Harmlefnefs of 
the Dove, recommended to them by the lame 
Authority; and were fo far from being de- 
nied the Ufc of human Precaution, as to be 
diredted when perfecuted in one City \ojke in- 
to another. St FauU in his InftrudHons to 
Timothy^ recommends ""falutary Remedies for 
the Infirmities of his Body, as well as * atten- 
tive Reading for the Profiting of his Mind. 
And though we find him, in exhorting his 

• Pbilippian Converts to Prayer, advifing them 
to 6e careful for Nothing \ yet, that He dil'- 
approved not of every Kind or Degree of even 
Worldly Carefulnefs, may be learnt from al- 
moft the next Words, where he mentions 
with Commendation their Care for His Sup- 
port ; towards which They could hardly have 

fent once and again without fome Care taken 
for their own : And, as to their Spiritual Con- 
cerns ; fo far is He from difcharging them of 

ft Hof. X. 12, bMatt. X. 16, 19, 23. c X Tim. V. 23. 
d Ibid. IV. 13. c PhU. IV. 10, 14, i6. 
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all Thoughtfulncfs on account of God's Free 
Grace working in them^ that He preffes * That 
very Cdnfideration as an Argument, why They 
ihould work out their own Salvation^ not only 
with Care and Diligence, but with Fear and 
Trembling. The Truth is. We arc to * caft all 
our Care of Events upon God ; but not {o as 
to become carelefs of the Means, or at all the 
\t{%fober and Vigilant ourfelves. To negledl 
our own Part in any Undertaking, on a Pre- 
fumption that God's Providence will accom- 
plifli the Whole for us, were to fuppofe Him 
a Patron of Sloth, not a Rewarderof Induf- 
try : And whoever thus trufts in Qod will be 
fure to affront Him. 

But farther : If to depend upon God's Fa- 
vour whilft we are Doing Nothing for our- 
felves cannot but be difpleafing to Him, how 
much more provoking would it be to hope 
for His Bleffing upon the Violation of His 
Laws I Indeed fo glaring an Abfurdity, fo 
ihocking an Impiety, Thi^ muft be, that one 
would think it hardly poffible to be fallen in- 
to, or neceffary to be guarded againft; had 
We not heard with our Ears^ what wild Difr 
orders have in our own Days been introduced 
into the Publick Worfhip of Almighty God, 
ty Men pretending all the while to a pecui- 

a Phil. II. 12, 13* b I Pet. V. 7, 8. 

liar 
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liar Intimacy with liim ; or J^aJ not our Fa^ 
tbers told us^ how not only Falfehood and 
Treachery, but Sacrilege and Parricide, were 
in the Times before them recommended to the 
Favour of Heaven under all the Formalities 
pf Prayer and Fafting. But, to fuch a De- 
pendence on Cod as This His holy Word 
gives no Encouragement, much to the contra- 
ry. • T^rufi in the Lord, and be Doing GooJ, 
lays the P/a/mi/i : And Solomon, after the In- 
vitation in my Text to the fame ^Religious 
Confidence, prefently adds, " ^ Fear the Lord 
" and depart from Evil.'* — How nccefl^ry fo- 
ever it may appear, in the Accounts of both 
Philofophy and Theology, that the Firjl Cauft 
fliould concur with Second Caufes in all their 
Operations ; yet, if any Thing may be knom 
of God from either, it is This, * That He is 
of purer Eyes than to look on Iniquity with any 
Degree of Approbation. When, therefore, He 
thinks fit ( as for wife Reafons He often may 
think fit ) to fu£Fer irregular and even unjuft 
Meafures to take Place, and^S far to co-ope*' 
rate with the Authors of them ; we muft by 
no Means fuppofe Him to favour the one or 
the other. Such Proceedings can never be 
wcll-pleafing to a God of Qrder, or a Rigb^ 
teous Judge of all the Earth. And, fhould wc 

a Pr^l. XXXVII. 3. b Prov. III. 7. eHab.1. 13- 

to 
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fo the Folly of partaking in them, add the 
Impiety of imploring His Bleffing upon them j 
tve (hbuld not only Fight againft God, but 
attempt to engage Him to Fight againft Him- 
felf. 

Once more : The Temper recommended in 
my Text implies not only a firm Reliance on 
Ood's Providence at the ^ime of prcfenting 
our Addreffes to Him, but an undeviating 
Acqtdefcence in^ His Diipofal afterwards ; far 
from defponding upon every Difappointment, 
or, upon every Delay of a favourable Anfvref, 
ftriking out of the ftraight Road of Duty in- 
to- any crooked Paths. When King • Saul in 
his Perplexity found he could obtain no Sa* 
tisfadlion from any of God's ufual Methods 
of Communication with His then favourite 
People 5 either by Dreams , or by Urim^ or by 
Prophets ^y the Sacred Hiftory informs us, how 
moft unhappily, as well as^ inconfiftently, he 
had Recourfe to That very Method of Inqui- 
ry, which himfelf had before juftlycondemn/- 
ed and profecuted with Severity, Not fo the 
Man after God's own Heart. He had His 
Diftrefles and Dejections of Mind, like other 
Men ; und6r which we find him more than 
once crying out, ♦* ^ Why art thou caji down, 

a I Sam. XXVIII. 6, &c. b Pfal, XLH, XLIII. and 

XXVII, LXXI, &c. 

" O my 
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^^ Omy SouU andivhyartTbou difquteted'with* 
*^ in me I But did He utterly Jaint^ or fly to 
any unwarrantable Expedients ? No: •His/ir^ 
^ruji was in the Goodnefs of God ; and, hav- 
ing often experienced the Sufficiency of ^bot 
Support, He was always willing to l^arry the 
Lord's Leifure for a happy Deliverance out of 
his Troubles, and the feafonable Accomplifh- 
ment of all his Defires. There, is Something, 
if poffible, yet more glorious in the memora- 
ble Declaration of the Prophet Habiakuk. 
b Although the Fig-tree jhall not blojfomy nei- 
ther Jhall Fruit be in the Vine ^ though the La- 
bour of the Olive jhall fail ^ and the Field jhall 
yield no Meat ; though the Flock Jhall be cut off 
from the FoJd, and there jhall, be no Herd in the 
Stall: Tet I will rejoice in the LoRp, / will 
joy in the God of my Salvation I A Pitch of 
Refignation This, devoutly to be afpired to, 
though with Difficulty to be attained, by eve- 
ry good Man under the like Trials. Nay, 
iTiould Any of us find Caufe to complain in 
ihe Words of Holy Jab, '' ' Behold, I go for- 
*^ wqrd^ but He is notjherei and backward^ 
" but I cannot perceive Him : On the Left- 
y Hand, where He doth work, but I cannot be- 
'* hold Him I He hideth Himf^lf on the Rigbt- 

a Sec partic. i Sam. Chap. XXIV and XXVI, 5cc. bHab 
III. 7, 18. c Job XXIII. 8, 9. 

*^ Hand, 
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:'* Handy that I cannot fee Him:'* Still wc 
ihould be ready to fay, after the fame Pat* 
. tern, " Though he Jlay me^ yet mil I truft in 
•* Him ! 

' Upon the whole : Wc muft fb truft in Gos 
as to ufe our own finccre Endeavours : So en- 
deavour as neither to negled God's Afliftance> 
nor to forfeit His Favour. Then fliall either 
the Thing wc wifh for, or Something ftill 
better, in due Sea/on^ be given us. For * eve^^ 
ry onef that thus ajkethy ^eceiveth; and be, 
tbat.ih\xs feekethy Jindeth\ and to him^ that 
thus knocketh, there Jhall be an Opening.''-^ 
Which leads me to confider, 

11. The Propriety ofTruJiingin God, and 
acknowledging Him as already explained, 
in Order to obtain Direction to our Paths 
and Succefs to our Undertakings, 

Now the Propriety of Applying to Another 
for Direftion or Help in any Inftance evident- 
ly prefuppofes an Infufficiency in the Perfon 
himfelf^ applying : A Sufficiency^ in the Per^ 
Jon applied to : And reafonable jEw^wr^^^/w^^/^ 
from the Latter, that He will be ready to give 
all neceflary Affiftance upon proper Applica- 
tion made to Him. And, I hope, many Words 
need not be ufed to {hew the Propriety of the 

aJobXIIL 15. b Matt. VII- 8. 
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Practice hitherto cxplainedt firom each of the 
Confiderations here fuggefted. 

That a Confcioufnefs of pur own InfufEciBn*' 
cy is requifite previoufly to our Addrefles to 
Heaven, has already been obferved. And^fure^ 
ly, every Thing we feel within us, every Thinf 
we fee without us, muft contribute to itnprint 
in our Minds this mortifying, but ufeful, Sede 
of our own Weaknels. For, what indeed ii 
it, whichr by any Sagacity or EfiTorts mcrrff 
our own we are able to difcover, to contrive^ 
or to execute ? With regard even to our Sc* 
cular Aff^s ;. we cannot forefec the imalkft 
of thofe commonly called Accidents^ 1^ 
which the Succefs often principally depends- 
Neither can we, without PermiiTion at leaft, 
dired any of Thofe InJlrumentSy that feem to 
fee moft under our Diredion, towards the End 
we propofe; nor, if we could go thus far, arc 
we able toenfure That Blejing, without which 
the Acquifition ix&li czn.pr^t us Nothing: 

But, ^ if we are weak, God is Jlrongi yea 
His Strength is made perfe6i in our JVcakweJs \ 
And though ^ without Him we can Da No- 
thing, yet "" through Him we may Da all Things. 
His Wifdom is infinite. His Power irreMi- 
blc, and His Goodnefs equal to Both. He 
knows our Wants; and, nuRierous a& they 

a 2 Cor. XII. 9. b Joh. XV. .5. c Phil, IV. 13. 

are 
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9iT# He can abundantly fiipply them. He ii 
em{:^ttcally ^a God vf KuG^kdge. He fees, 
lot ooe comprehenfive Yiew^ not only Tlioie 
Ct^fequeoces of Things and A6Hon3, about 
whidb, as havitig feme vifible Conne&im^ Met! 
of Sagacity may form probable GuefTes ; but 
akb fttdi t£mote Events, as to our Apprehen-^ 
fions feem mdft cafiioi. Nay, as ^ JS^ undir* 
fiandeth our Thoughts afar offy the amtingtnt 
Effeds df our j^ Ghokre are not bidden from 
His View. And, furcly, Kno^kdgie Ji 'won^ 
(iifful ayd^wdlera i&uft render Him^ who it 
eflenttally posUeiTed of it, infinitely more ca> 
pable of dire&ing tis in all Cafes, than wf 
Ouriekes, or the moft penetrating oH our Fel^ 
low-<rei[^iu-es ; who are utterly unqualified, aK 
l6aft with any C^tainty, vopew us Things /# 
tome. 

*' True/' fays the refining Sceptick, willing 
to ^c^fi (^ Fear^ though under the Pretenot 
of only r^Jiraining Prayer y before God : "The 
'** fupreme Being knows every Thing, and can, 
^* therefore, need none of our Informations i 
** Nay, 'He certainly <will Do what is iiigbt 
•«* upon the Whole, without any Incitement or 
^* Application from us. Whereas, to fuppofc, 
^* that our Prayers could induce Hindy in any 
»< given Gafe, to ad otherwife towards u«, 

a 1 Sam. II. 3. b Pfti. CXXXIX. j8. c Jo* XV. 4. 
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" than He would of Bimfelf choofe to afl> 
** were to fuppofe, that our Performances or 
•' our Omiflions could alter His Purpofes, and 
•* even fubjeB His Meafures to our's. Or, 
•« however after all ; how fhall we krmOf 
••when, or in what Inftances, He regards 
•• our Addfefles ; or whether our Aflfairs arc 
."in reality bettered, or even at all affcdcd, 
" by them ?" 

, The Anfwer to all This brings us to conli- 
der. What Encouragement we have to believe^ 
jthat; as Gop is always abky fo He will, up- 
on, our Application to Him, be ready ^ to fup- 
ply our Wants. Let me only firft obfcrve, 
upon how fallaciousy as well as prefumptuous, 
ja Reprefentation of This Matter the above- 
mentioned Exceptions or Queries proceed. 
Even under the Light of Nature ( if indeed 
nve can form any adequate Notion concerning 
it ) Prayers, I prefume, were offered to .God 
with a Defign not to inform Him of Men's 
.Wants, but to acknowledge Their Dependence 
on His Bounty ; not to work any Change in 
His Purpofes, but to render the Supplicants 
more proper ObjeSls of His Favour. An AU- 
perfedl Being can need no Importunity to in- 
duce Him to Do what is Right. Yet a noije 
Governour of Moral Agents may judge it 
right and reafonable to gi'ant many Things to 
. *^ . .thofc 
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Thofc among them, who devoudy apply to 
Hiaiy which it might be neither right nor 
reafonable to confer on fuch others, as arc 
• too Proud to care for His Help, or even to 
have Him in all their Thoughts. 

But, in whatever Light the Cafe of frail 
'Mortak upon Earth, invoking the tranfcen- 
dent Majefty of Heaven, might have appear- 
ed to our unajjijied Speculations 5 the Difcove^ 
riesy which God hath made to us of His Will 
and our Duty, have happily cleared up I'his 
among many important Queftions. The fame 
God, who is the fupreme Difpenfer of all 
Bleffings, muft have an unqueftionable Right 
to beftow His own Gifts on Hi« own Condi-- 
tions: And He hath been pleafed, wifely and 
gracioufly, to declare our AJking them of Him 
one of the principal Conditions, on which wc 
muft expeft to obtain them. I fay, ^wifely and 
gracioufly. : For, as it is of the utmoft Impor- 
tance to our Innocence and our Happinefe, 
that we fhould ht habitually fenfible of our 
continual Dependence on Him; fo Nothing 
contributes more towards preferving fuch a 
Senfe always frefh in our Mind, than conftant 
Applications to Him. And accordingly, the 
Examples and Declarations, that occur in Hi« 
holy Word, in favour of fuch Applications, 

a Pfal. X. 4. 
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tu-e too numerous to be ail hittt pfodkkceJ» 
^d, I truft> aHb are fo well known, diat I 
'toted hot detain You with tn^ djfliH& Redhd 
of *heifa. 

And bere^ indeed, it is, that H^e Cbri/Hans 
may ttioft fafely ground our Hoped in a Pcr- 
foTfttance, from which (if wc ihould at aB 
have bought of it) an awful Apprelieii^ 
T^ Goo's Perfedions and of our owfi Unwdr^ 
thinefs nHght Btherwije haw? greatly difcoa^ 
taged, if *i6t utterly deterred, as. ^Wem»i 
now c6me boMfy unto the Tbrone of Grace : E^ 
pecia)ly if, in Coi»i|>Iiwce with His laft vsA 
ifuUeft Dir6dion to Maiikind upon this Aftt^ 
ck, we fo far acknowledge our Unfimcfs fet 
Ihe high Privikge of Mn&hf approacfatfig 
Him, as to J/k in the Namet not of departed 
Saints or even of Angels> but of^/Jbe one Me* 
Viator 9 HisM^ed &oni in whom He hasdt- 
x:hrtA&imJeIfm/Jp/ea/eii. ADireaion.wbicb 
«t once rdmoHres alt ObjtS^kftk to tile Pro^ 
ty of this Duty, and affis^da the bufnlde^ 
minded Chriftian the fkoAgeft Itt^6«meAC It 
< coj^fniie infiant in it^ the Yisoft ^ofufortabte 
-Hopes of Its prevailing Bflkaty. 

We readily acknowledge, Utesx iMW, under 
the Gofpel*Di(peniation, efpc^ially fince tbe 

' a Hcb. IV. 16. b 1 Tim. II. 5 , Matt. ill. 17. c Rom. 
XIL12. 
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mtbentkk Revelation of God's Will has been 
clqfcd, 4nd Miracles have ceafed^ the beft of 
Men arc feldom favoured with any fuch ^Z- 
're& Anfmers as are recorded to have been 
given9 not only to the High-Prieft afking 
Counfel of God in a Way peculiar to the 
yewift} Oeconwiy^ but to other pious Perfon? 
{preading their Cafes and pouring, out their 
Htarts befQre Hkn. Not but that^ eventhen% 
we find Him fometimes reprefent^ zs^a Qoo 
that bidetb Him/elf. And, if> notwithftandr 
ing, Good Men conftantly addreffed Hinis ap 
^tbe God that heareth Prayer; it (hould be 
fufficient for Our Encouragement to be told 
by Him/elf^ tbat^ though wc may not always 
receive immediate Anfwers, ^ we ought always 
t$ Pr(y^ and not t^ faint. Neither is it at all 
neceflary^ that we £hould be able with Exatfir 
nefi; to dijiinguijh fuch Vouchfafements of Far 
vour m are granted in Return for our humblp 
Petitions* from the ordinary Evidences of His 
Beneficence and Goodnefs. If the fame Kind 
of Aiiiftance from above be not in thefe "Days 
given, or in the fame diilinguifhable Manner, 
lis in the Days of old ; flill we are aiTured, 
that devout Application for fuch AfliAance, 
as may be yet wanted, is our reafonable Ser-^ 
vice. And, where we cannot clearly trace the 

» lAti. XLV. 15. b Pfal. LXV. 2. c Luk. XVIIL 1. 
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Footjleps of a Divine Intcrpofition, we may 
fee Reafbn enough to reft fatisfied, that our 
Prayers have not returned empty into our Bo- 
foms. We cannot err in afcribing every JS/g/J- 
ing we have to the Bounty of Providence; 
Nor will any of our Enjoyments lofe its Re- 
lifh by being confidered as the Gift of God. 

Before I conclude this Head, You will per- 
mit me briefly to apply what has been ob- 
fcrved upon the Propriety and Efficacy of Ask- 
ing from God Wifdom in general^ to fome of 
the principal Kinds of Wifdonty and fuch as 
are the moft ufual Objefts of Men's Aims 
and Purfuits. 

Nor will even the Wifdom of this World, 
fo much of it, I mean, as can deferve to be 
called Wifdom y (for I meddle not with that 
low Cunning which fometimes ufurps the 
Name) need to be wholly left out of Tthis Ap- 
plication : So far otherwife, that ( I am per- 
fuaded) the wifeft Manager of fecular Affairs 
may find the Time he has employed in im- 
ploring the Favour of Heaven, fooner or later, 
turning to the beft Account. It is Matter of 
common Obfervation, how much the outward 
Profperity, and (which is of far greater Mo- 
ment ) the inward Satisfaftion and Happinefs 
of the Man generally depends upon the firfl 
Setting forward of the Y o u t h ; upon his 

own 
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own Choice, or the Choice made for him, of 
hifi Occupation or Profeffion, of his Compan 
nions and his Friends. The Adjuftment of 
Thefe Points, therefore, muft be one princix 
pal Objedt of Worldly Wifdom : Nor, indeed, 
van the Young Man proceed upon too maturf 
Deliberation, or with too good Advice^ where 
he is fo nearly interefted. Yet, when all is 
done, our beft-formed Judgments can, in Ca^ 
£cs of This Nature, rife no higher than tp 
probable Conjedxires. And, to whom can wc 
£o properly have Recourfe, jointly with our 
Other Methods of Confultatiqn, as to That 
wife and good Being, who alone fees whether 
Poverty or Ricbesy whether an obfcure or an 
elevated Station, or (which feems generally 
moft eligible) a Mkan betv/een the Two Ex- 
tremes, is beft fuited to our Abilities or our 
Tempers; and who only is able to ^feed us 
.with Foody or to place us in a Situation, con-- 
'venient for us. 

Then, as to That important Branch of hu- 
man Wifdom, which is employed in Govern-- 
ing Ourfelvesy or in rightly ordering our Af- 
fedions and Adtions : ^ The Fear of the Lord 
is certainly the Beginning ^Z* This Wifdom^ and 
Application to Him not only the inftituted 
Means, but one of the beft Natural Methods, 

a Prov. XXX. 8. b Pfal. CXI. lo. . 
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for attaiding it. * Into a moBcuus Smtl^ if dw 
Son c£ Sirach hath obiervcd, WtfdomfiuMnA 
ntir^ nor imcU in a Boi^ that is Jid^ ma$ 
Bin. And weCbtiftioMs kiunr, from jret higlii> 
CT Aathority, that ^JlefiUy LuJ^t ^mar agaii^ 
tke Smli They ^ grievi GopV bdy Spirit 
filiidi dweUeth in us, and ^qum^b HisKeftt 
ed Influences. Bat herst devout iVit^^ camtf 
in to our Relief: ^bisf when dulf perfbmw 
ed, not Only conciliates the noedfal Sueooni 
tff Divine (?rar^, but fbei^theflf our ftaibt 
fial Powers* and checks the Impetoofitj of 
our craving Appetites. According^, we ind 
our LoJtI>9 who knew what was im Mam^ ^ 
His Apolllcs ^ter His Examjde, almeft coo* 
dantly joining Prayer with Watsbimg ill tkdr 
EjdiortaticHis upon This Point. 

Yet, if poflible, (till more eitpediest mft 
it be to ^ e/^Gon That ^i^mi, which is to 
give us Unccrftanding in ^tbe T'bings oj God. 
Tbefe (as St Paul informs us) tie Natmrd 
Man rcceivetb not, neither can he hnam them; 
becauje they are Jpirituaify £fcemed. I afll 
aware. This Declaration may fecm to relate tf 
the Original Difeavery of the (aving Trutb 
of die Gofpcl, and to Man*s Inability of ar** 
living at the Knowledge of Acm by any Na- 

a Wifd 1. 4. b I Prt. n. 1 1. € Epli. IV. 30, 

AxThdLV.ig. ciCor. n.14. 
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twni Powers of hk Qt^St r«th«r thm to ^ 
grditwy Jttt^mefft q( (mh KnowIt(%€ 4ifttf 
th^y arQ reveled ; In refpeft of which «» 
Rational Faculties my cortfiinly he of yie^ 
and cannot be too faithfully exenrifod^ How«* 
evcr» what hta juft been obibr?ed of the Ef^ 
iicacjr of Devotion in regard to Morel Wif^ 
dom is yet more applicable^ to Divm Know^ 
ledge. Frequcot FVayer ti aot \9& oeedfiil to 
the Support of our Spiritual Life, than regttT 
lar Food is to the Sttftenance of our Ankvud 
Frame. And aa to Improvement m ChriiUas 
Knowledge and Prafticc; Prayer ia not oi^ly 
by God's Appointment a Condition^ but in its 
ciwn Tendency an In&rument thereof: ISlj 
elevating our Thoughts it enlarges our Spirit 
• tual Capacity, and hy calnning oiir inferk>ur 
Faffions^ it prepares us for the lUapfe* of th« 
Spirit of Grace : The ReuHty of whofe Ope^ 
nations upon our Spirits it cannot furely be 
(nore di^ult to believe^ Than That of many 
other Things, about whofe Exiftenct wt have 
fio Doubt, though we are equally unable to 
ikfine the Manner of them. — And yet, after 
all, one of th^ fafeji Methods with Many^ and 
% necefiary Method with us All, of Aikiag 
i&om OoB fpiritual Wifdom, ia That of Seek- 
ing his Diredlion, and hearkening what He 
Jaith to uSf in th^JarJing Reflation He hath 

given 
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^ven us : Not fb much relying upon Extrsh 
ordinary Illuminations, which i^e haire no pe« 
culiar Right to exped, and concerning which 
we may eafily miftake; as upon the ordinary 
Influences of Divine Graces acting our own 
fincere Endeavours, and accompanying the 
Means of Goo's Appointment : Such ^ls Read- 
ing and Meditating upon His written JFori^ 
and devoutly Attending His Worjbip and Or^ 
£nancesj in Communion with His Cimrcb: la 
which Methods the Generality of Christians 
may always beft iatisfy themielvesy that They 
are regularly confulting tbe Oracles of God, 
and obtaining That Information^ \^hich wiU 
mal^e them wife unto Salvation, -r— But to ic? 
turn. 

Even, in regard to Human Learnings That* 
wifdom, which Men's own painful Study 
may feem moft capable of acquiring.* ^bis 
alfo, as far as it is defirable (and defirable, 
furely, it muft be in its proper Order) may 
with great Propriety have a Place in our Ad* 
drefles to tbe Father ofLigbts. If God Him* 
fclf declares to Mofes^ that He ^ fmttetb Wjfr 
dom in tbe Hearts of all tbat are wife-bearted 
in all Manner ofH^orkmanJbip ; and if Skill in 
Agriculture is by Ifaiab exprefly iaid to ^ come 
from Him : Such Attainments as feem more 

a Exod. XXXI. 5, 6. bifid. XXVIfl. 29. 
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diredly IntelleSiualy cannot but, with at leaft* 
equal Reafon, be aflced of, or afcribed to, the 
God of the Spirits of all F/(/b.' He is thd 
Author and Preferver of all our Faculties. * In 
Him we live, and move, and have oitr B^ing. 
And, as He muft, therefore, be conftantly 
prefent with our Minds, and confcious of all 
their Workings; He can (we may be fure) 
always adapt, either His ordinary Influences, 
or (if ever -He thinks fit) His extraordinary 
Interpofitions, to their Operations, agreeably 
to the Nature Himfelf hath given them. There 
is, . indeed. Something not eafy to be Others 
wife accounted for, not only in Thofe fudden 
Turns of Thought and Changes of Refolution 
in the common Affairs of Life, which yet are 
often found to have been of no fmall Impor- 
tance to the Perfona concerned; but alfo in 
the Advances fometin^es made, and Difcove- 
ries ftruck out, hy Jiudious Men ; in Ways not 
lefs furprifing to themfelves than to Others: 
As if (which was once faid of King Saul J 
^ God gave them another Heart on fuch Oc- 
cafions.* But, without entering farther into a 
Subjeft, which it may be neither . eafy nor 
needful to explain ; I fhall leave with You 
the remarkable Words of Elihu : GoDfpeak-- 
etb oncey yea twice, yet Man perceiveth it not : 

a Ads XWll. zS. b i Sam. X. 9. c Job XXXIII. 14. 
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^Jn a Dresmf m a Fj/fan qffAe Ni^&t i vAm 
deep Sleep falUtb upon Mtni m SHuMberwfs 
upem 4 Bed: Hben He openctb the ^n 9J 
Men^ 0ndjealetb their Infiru&hn- 

May I not add» that the faunas SexiotifiiQft 
of Thought, the 6mc Abflradion from ibcu- 
Itr Cares, and Fixcdneft of Attention to iq 
vroifibk Objed);, which AAs of E>cvotion rot 
qiiirc> muft be proportionably ienriceable ta 
the Contemplation of ahfiraStid Truths^ and 
the Ac^uiiition of Mental AccomplifhmcAtt? 
And as the regular Exertim of fiich Ada muft 
naturally tend to render Thofi^ Qu|dtficatioiu 
habitual I may it not be fuppofed to hate t 
like Tendency (befides procuring tho Affift- 
ance we implore) to qualify us for inYefttga^ 
ting the more abitrufe Points of Science ? Any 
Excellency therein being known to call for all 
that diib'ngaged Compofure of Soul and Steat 
dinef9 of Application* to which our Mmds caa 
be worked up in the Profccutioq of them. 

But, what might perhaps better dqferva a 
diflinA liluflration (would the Time pivmit 
me to enlarge upon it) is the Beneficial E^^ 
cacy of the Religious Principle, in regard to 
t)Mfubfefuent Exercife and continued PaffeffieUf 
as well as liticjirji Attainment^ of This Kind 
of Erudition ; Or, in another View of the 

aJobXXXm. 15, 16. 

fame 
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tusit TluQg, the Folly and Dang^ of a felf^ 
coQceited Negled of GoD's Bleffing, not on* 
1]^ as ah Hindrance to our Improvement^ but 
as a Temptation to the Abufe, and a Fore^ 
liUnHier of the Lofs» of whatever Eminence wc 
mxf be permitted to arrive at, in That Way* 
Let it fuBke, then, juil to intimate^ how ma-* 
tcrial aDifierence may^ at leaft frequently^ ht 
ob&rved» between the indevout Scbaiaron ona 
Hand) and the pious Student { thot^h a Pro^ 
ficieat of only an equals perhapis^ lower» Cla6) 
ai the otli^r. Should the Formtf fucceed (and 
2 wiU not £iy» but that he tm^ fucceed) fo 
far as to replenifh his Mind with unccomnoa 
Treafures of Leaitiing, and to produce to 
{K&lick View many admired Monuments M^ 
ft : Yety while unreftrained by any Xuch Re^ 
fle&bns as Piety would fuggeft^ how apt is 
h^ like the vaunting ^ King of BaiyloHf to a£) 
iume to himfdf the Glory of all bis mighty 
AtchievementSt and with a felf-applauding 
Confciouihe& to furvey Thofe fbately Sttuc«- 
turest "which he has, with ib much Magnifi** 
iCence^ been erecting ! And, if he is not, like 
-the fame Example of fallen Pride, fuddenly 
^iegraded from his boafted Pre-eminence, and 
^cteplc^rably reduced even below the common 
Level of Man's Underftanding ^ how gene- 

a Ifai. XXVI. 3- 
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rally is he foUnd applying his unfandified 
Knowledge to the Purpoles of Oftcntation, 
Infolence towards Infcriours, difdainful Treat- 
ment of Equals j Oppofition to Authority, Sin- 
gularity, perhaps Herefy, and at length Infi- 
delity ? Whereas, * the Wjfdomi which is from 
nbaverisjirfipure^ then peaceable. That Know- 
ledge, which is the Gift of 6od» in Reward 
of diligent Study, recommended by undiffcm- 
bled Devotion and Singlenefs ofHedrt; is more 
xiiodeft in its Application, more beneficial in 
its Fruits. The Man of real Learningi if at 
the fame Time a Man of rational Piefyj is 
always ready to emplby his Abilities, not in 
attacking decent Order and eftablilhed Truth; 
i^t in defending and fupporting them. He 
confiders, that not only the extraordinary 
** Manifefiations of the Spirit in the Infancy of 
-Chriftianity, but the ordinary Communica- 
tions of Grace in fucceeding Ages, were and 
:ftill are given to every Man to profit witJbaL 
If He, therefore, fhould be zealous of fupc- 
riour GiftSt or be confcious of any Capacity 
of Exce/lingf He propofes, not to aftonilh 
Mankind by fome bold Paradox, but to be- 
nefit them hy found DoSirine. Not, by ^fpeak^ 
dng'perverfe Things y to draw away Difciples 

a Jam. III. 17. b i Cor. XII. j. c Afts XX. 30. 
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^ter him v . but, * mtb ill Lowliriefs and Meek^ 
nejsy to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
sf Peace. . la a Woi'd, He \feeks that be may 
excellp not to the unfettling, hvit to the Edi^. 
fyingof the Church. —But I haften, 

IIL To fubjoin a few ReJleSiions fuited to 
the Subject, by Way of Conclujion from 
.. the Whole. 

And Firjl^ If a devout Frame of Mind, ha* 
fcitually Trujling in God, and on all Occa-* 
iions ready to look up to and Acknowledge 
Himi be of fo much Importance to the jD/V 
reSiion of our Paths : Then, a little Time fpent 
in the Cultivation of this Temper by Religious 
Exercifes ihoyjXd not be grudged by any of the 
Seekers after Wifdom^ as if it were thrown 
away or mifemployed. Rather, furely, fhall 
we, of Hhis P/^r^ in, particular, confider it as 
one of the moft valuable Advantages which 
our prefent Situation affords us, that, whilft 
it enables us to cultivate every Branch of ufe- 
ful Literature, at a Diftancc from diflraBing 
CareJ: about the Accommodations of Life, it 
invites us to ^ Seek firfi the Kingdom of God, 
and to recommend ourfelves and all our Stu- 
dies to Him, each Morning and Evenings m 
the well-digefted Forms of 'Truth and Sober -- 

a Eph. IV. 2, 3. . b J Cor. XIV. 12. c Matt. VI. 33. 

nefs 



I foppoft, tiurft fliordy be c^wl fbrtk ifiio a 
^ety difittiit Scene of Things % wlitit thi 
fitfdft i^ OppoftntiitiM for I^Mick WdN 
(hip, that «K \kat opeii to Too, can birt 
rarely be G^^edccL And bajppy willJt beibr 
fucb among Ton as can no loqger partake 
oT tfade valuable PrruiUges^ if Tou txansfer 
^ybi^ Re/hmUances of them into Thofe finaDer 
drnL^ci S§citties^ to ^wbich Ytti Xtaay td[Kc* 
tifdy fadoeg; Bnt h^itr ftiU Aall we dl 
he, csdier bere or d(e vhcre, if> bj iiiqmdi* 
iiig to tfac D cf oti a m of tfacfiapi^orAcftv 
flr^TboTe of the C%Sf like wiic^ wecGntnfi 
an ^cfiuiitfawr, and mai&tam a cM^juttla** 
teicoarfe* wil6 tie Father and Odd rf mar 
Uvn : By this Means (ecnring^ as £ur as oo 
this Side Heaven we can fecure. That ^perfA 
Ftact and Sereni^ of Temper which he och 
\^ ^yoj^'O^x^ Mimiis fiayei 9B<:^iii and 
for which This Wurii itfetf, wilb all its 6i^ 
rkx^ can fumifli ottt no Equivalent. . 

Agam z If Goo's Diredion and Affifiance 
he ib neceflary to the f^t Ordering of our 
Steps and the happy Iffiie of oor Underta* 
idngs ; then let each of os, before we engage 
in any Undertaking, at leaft of Moment, nol 
only impbre His Favoor, hot joftify oor 
a laL XXVT 3. 

Hope 
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Hopes of it, by firft AJfuring our Hearts be^ 
Jgre Him. For, if, upon an upright Inquiry 
ipto the Nature of our Schemes, arid of our 
propofed Methods of conducing them» • our 
Heart condemn us not; we may then proceed, 
with Chearfulnefs and Aftivity; with hum-: 
hie Confidence towards God, that He will ei- 
ther at prefent grant us our Heart* s Dejire^ or 
by providing fome better Thing for us, in W\% 
Qwn good Time, fulfil all our Minds. Butt 
^Jbould our Heart condemn us, Gofi is greats 
than our Hearty and knowetb all Things: And ' 
we may aiTure ourfelves, that "" there is no W^^ 
dom, norUnd&Jlandingf norCounfelagainfi Him,. 
Nor will it avail us to * cry unto God ivitA^ 
our Mouths, or to acknowledge Him with our 
Tongues, fo long as we regard Iniquity in ou^ 
Hearts: Our Prayers, inftead of being yiV 
lyourably beard by Him, will, in This Cafe, 
themfelves be turned into Sin* ^ The Sacrijlcf 
• of the Wicked, as fuch, // an Ahominationi 
bow much more when he hringetb it with a 
wicked Mind I In fliort j if we would, [/o ajk 
as to receive^ we muft firft fee that we aJk not- 
amifs. Wc muft wajh our Hands in Innocency, 
before we beg God's Affiftance, or expci^ 
that He fhould projper our Handy-work. 

a I Joh. TIL z\. b Ibid. 20. c Prov. XXI. 30.. 

d Pfal. LXVI. 17, x8. c Prov. XXI 27. f Jam. IV. |/ 

Vol, z, Cc Lafily: 
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- Lajlty: If the DireSlion of pur Paths and 
tl(e Succefe of our Purfuits depend fb little on 
oUi$f own UhderftandingSf rather fb- entirely on 
the Providence of God J then, wBatevcerour 
Accomplifhments or Acquifitions may be, let- 
MSiacknawkdge^liiimiaiS the Giver of ^em all: 
• Lit not the wife Man gltny in bis Wifdonh 
mither let the Mighty Man glory in bis Might \ 
letwt the RUbrMan glory in bis Riches: But 
^ htbimthiitglorietb^ glory in the Lord. 
The great Apbftle, St. Vaul^ coftfcious of the 
Cbngen of feeing* ^ exalted above Meafurey to 
viWich. HimfelfiizA bden expofed, even by the 
Abundance- ^ the Revelations imparted to 
Him; ilmoft evcry-where fet^ himfelf, with 
moce -than wdinoyy VehemenGc, tO: beat down 
t\M^ndLt^^^tfpiritualPHde more eipecially^ 
ofUus.ConvertSy by This, among other Re*^ 
fltfiJlions; -*^.that all tha Advantages, ^ ^ w^ifr 
*\J^bey dijir^from others, were really derived 
'^fromtheir-Gommon Lord; and were there- 
'•s/orc Argun>ents for Caution- and Fearftd- 
*^>^». rather than juft Occafions for Arro- 
**igancc or Prefumption/' And, what bath 
any of usj that we did not receive? The re* 
pijtefJ.Fivouis of Fortune,' the Endowments 

a Jpr^ IX. 23^ 24. b I Cor. I. 3 !• c 2 Cor. XII. 7. 
dVCor.IV.;.* 

. ■ .* ' ' ^of 
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bfNatui^e, tlie Rewards dflnduftry, and thtf 
" Privileges 6f Grace — arc tliey hoi all Gifts of 
tjiotsf Mead, tlifeii, Cff dtoi-ying, as if we. 
had m reciiifed thefhy Or fettihg dt NdUgbi 
6ttr ^brother bdCatife We fuppofe him to havc^ 
rtceived' lefs than ourfelvisV let u^ careAiUj^ 
crtijilby a\xt ffeveral Tdkna iii^ the Service of 
the Giver, attd for th8 fiencfit of Mankiit^d i 
Lobking forvsrard to'T^hat awful Day, Wheii' 
cur "^G^edfMaJler Jhdtl come dnd ticktmnliiitB 
UskHi*, wlieii (in-!7'ii/>Senfe'al(b) ^ he that 
hafh gathered much will fnd J^otbing &Oer^ 
frothing beyond v^^liat he muft ftriftly ac* 
cOiirit for; and he tbdt hath gathered little^ i!t 
lie have but been diligent in ithproving Thal^ 
Littlfe, Jhailfnd no Deficiency. 

To conclude. Wc arc psdling through a** 
Worlds of no great Moment in itfelf but id' 
the Cohfequences of our Cortduft in it of in- 
finite Importance to Us ; where we find our- 
felvcs in the Midfi of Snares ilot be guarded^ 
againft, and of Difficulties not to be fur- 
moiinted, by any Wifdom or Strength of Out' 
own. In This grange Jpdnd have the De-' 
fcendants of ""Adam been doomed to fojourn, 
ever fihce our Common Parent was drivei^ 
from Paradife, for his Dijirujl of God's Di- 

a Matt. XXV. 19. b 2 Cor.Viil. ij. c Genillt 

C c 2 redtion. 
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rcdioDt and his AflS^datlon of forbiddea 
Knowledge: And wretched indeed xnvSiibe 
Days rf the Tears ij^This our Pilgrimage have 
been, had not the £une Goo, in Judgment 
remembring Mercy ^ found means' to ^ ghje us 
the Caarfort of His Help again^ and to Jiablifi 
ms vUb His free Spirit: Had He not grant- 
ed us His ^ Ward for a Lamp unto our Feet 
and a Ugbt unto our Paths. — "" fTboy then, 
is among Ton, that Fearetb the Lord, yet at 
certain Seaibns walketb in Darkne/s^ and bath 
no isigbtf Let bim trufi in tbe Name of the 
Lord, and fiay upon bis God. And, if fome 
of our Fellow-TravcUcrs, ncgla^ing This gra- 
cious Offer from Heaven, will rather choofe 
to * kindle a Fire of their own, and to com- 
pafs tbemjehes about witb Sparks i thought 
after wandering in tbe Light of their Fire 
and of tbe Sparks that They have kindled^ 
They can hope for Nothing but to lie down 
in Sorrow : Let us, by accepting His Guid- 
ance, ^give Glory to the Lord our God, ie- 
fore He caufe Darknefs^ and before our Feet 
fiumble upon tbe dark Mmntains. Let our 
^Ears with grateful Attention bear His Word 
behind us, fuying, " This is tbe Way, walk Ye 

a Pial. LL I !• b Ibid. CXIX. 105. c Ifai. L. lo. 

dlKd. 11. eJcr.XUI.i6. fIfauXXX.zi. 
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** in itj^ when we turn to the Kigbt Handr 
and ipien we turn to the Left. Or ( in the 
Language of my Text J Let us, in a/I our 
JVays^ acknowledge Himp and He Jball dire& 
our Paths. He lliall » guide us with His 
Counsel, and after that receive us to 
Glory! 

aPfal. LXXin.Z4. 
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SERMON XV. 



Matt. XXV- 13. 

Watch therefore : For Te knoFw neither 
the Day nor the Hour^ wherein tk 
Son of Man cometh. 

WE have in This and the forego- 
ing Chapter one of the laft and 
longeft, and, in many Refpefts 
moft remarkable, Dilcourfcs of 
our BleJfed^l^oYLD to His beloved Apoftles: 
And my Text in particular contains a Piece 
of Advice which He inculcates through the 
whole by repeated Admonition and a Variety 
oillluftrations : A Circumftance, which muft 
itfelf recommend the Advice to our Regard; 
cfpecially fince we know that, in this Inftancc 
particularly, * nvhat He /aid unto His Apoftles 
He /aid unto AIL 

Now by the Coming of the Son of Man may 
be underftood, either that dreadful Vi/itation 

a Comp. Mark Xill^jj. 

cf 
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of the Jewijb People, which not along after 
ended in the DefiruSlian of thekrCity and Go- 
vernment ; or i\itfecond Coming of our Lor^ 
to judge the nvboie JVorld: And it is proba--. 
ble, from feveral AUufions throughout, th^t 
He \izA lotb thefc Great Events in View. 
The Formeroi them however^ though it niijj, 
like other Hiftorical Fa6ts, furnifh us wit-h 
many ufeful Leflbns of Inftradiion, tanfli^t 
nowy as having been long lince pajiy be /p ifs 
an ObjeSi of ExpeBation or an Occafion.-^f 
Watchfulnefs. And forafmuch-^s the Latter 
(I mean the General judgment) was certain- 
ly at bur Lord's delivering this Caution, 
and may be even now, at the Difiance of 
fome Ages*, It has been ufual, and cannot be 
improper in applying his Reafoning and Ad- 
vice to ourfelves, to fubjlituie in its Roon^, 
or rather to join with it, Mother Events Xi-- 
qually important in its ConJiquences,y€i ec^^ual- 
ly uncertain as to the Time oi its Approach. 
And fuch exaftly is that of each Mdn'i DeMh 
in particular : An Event, which befidea -all 
other Motives to conftant Watchfulnefs. that 
it has in common vvith the Gerieral Judg- 
ment, has this peculiarly awakening Circum^ 
Jianceg that the Time of // cannot, though 
that of the Genera/ Judgment fliould, be very 
far from any of us. 

- i From 
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From the Words then, coniidered in this 
View, I am naturally led to treat upon Pre- 
faration for Death and judgment : A Sub- 
jed, fuppofed indeed to be fb generally well- 
underjlood^ as to need to be but Jparingly in- 
culcMed by the Preacher ^ or however but 
Jligbtly regarded by the Hearer : But a Subjefi 
in itfelf of the laft Importance to Both ; and 
not the lefs fo on Account of the Common- 
nefs of it. Want of Confideration is, in fadl:, 
in moft Cafes a far more general Hindrance 
to Men's Improvement here, and their Salva- 
tion hereafter, than Want of Knowledge: And 
whoever furveys the Btate of the World about 
him, will find Caufe to think, that the Duty 
of Watchfulnefs and Preparation for the Hour 
of Deaths however well-known, is yet by no 
means on that Account unworthy of a Place 
among our Publick Exhortations. 

And, That we may employ our Medita- 
tions thereupon as ufefully as may be at pre- 
fent, I fhall take Occafion, from my Text as 
above explained. 

I. FirJI^ To reprefcnt to You the Nature 
oiJFatchftdnefsi and to fpccify fome prin- 
cipal Ingredients in, and Concomitantsof, 
this Duty. And then. 
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II Secondly 9 To enforce the NeceJJity of the 
conjlant Pradtice of this Duty, from the 
Uncertainty of our Lives, and our Ignor 
ranee of the Day or the Hour wherein the 
Son of Man Cometh. 

I. Firjl then 5 As to the Nature of the Du* 
ty here required : If we confider Watchfulnefs 
in generaU and without Reference to any par- 
ticular Event; it will imply, afedate, thought- 
ful, and coUefted Frame of Mind \ a Keep- 
ing the Powers of the Soul awake, and the 
Light of Reafon and Confcience (that Candk 
of the Lord) conftantly burning; a being on 
our Guard againft TCreachery from within^ and 
in a Pofture of Defence againft Affaults from 
without : In fhort, a * Keeping our Hearts with 
all Diligence, and (in the Apoftle's ExprcC- 
fion) a ** Walking circumJpeSlly ; not as Fools^ 
without Thought or Caution, but with the 
Care and ExaBnefs of Wife Men. 

But that particular Relation, which the 
Watching in my Text bears to our Lord V 
Coming, requires that our Thoughts fhould 
not only be kept awake and adtive, but have a 
fpecial Attention to that Great Event. Watcln 
ing then, in this refpedl, muft imply, zn ha-^ 
kitual Remembrance and fteady Expedlation of 

a Prov. IV. 23. b Eph. V. 15. 

Xkatb 
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Death and judgment ; a liirdy and mrftdSenfe 
of their foperlativel j important Conicquences 
to US; aad 9l praportiaaaik Care and Solici- 
tude, throughout our whole Livcs^ to prepare 
ourfelves for them. 

In (hort; the true Chrjftian Watchman 
njuft be conftantly upon Guard i always bear- 
ing in minji; that the prefent Life is a State, 
not of Reji and Security, but of Duty and 
Danger : That His Continuance in this State 
can be but Jhort, and that he is every Mo- 
ment li^bje to be difibarged from it i that^not* 
withftanding this^ his Behaviour in this ihort 
Life, and the Pofture his fpiritual Affairs are 
found in when his Lord comes to call him out 
of it, muft determine his Cpndition of Hap- 
pinefs or Mifery to all Eternity. 

Not that by the Duty of conjlant Watciing 
w? arc required to be every Moment of our 
Lives aSlually thinking of our LorjdV Comingy 
or even for the greateft Part of them direShf 
^Tidi formally preparing for it. The Former')^ 
in itf^lf impo£ible ; and the Latter would be 
incompatible with the General Condition of 
Mankind, and the feveral Exhortations in Ho- 
ly Scripture to Indujiry in^ and Attention to, 
the ^ Bufnefs of our Secular Callings. And, to 
go no farther, than to the Parable of which 

a Rom, XII. II. '^ 

my 
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iny Text is the Conclufipn; we iipcj, that a 
total Exemption from Slumberingov from Yield- 
ing to the Calls for repairing pur Nature, is 
not expeSied as a neceffary Condition of our 
entering in to the Marriage ; but only fuch an 
habitual Frame of Mind as fhall be capable of 
fpeedily roufing and recoUefling itfclf upon the 
moft unexpedted Summons. For> we read> 
* while the Brid^room tarried^ They all^ that 
IS the Wife as well as the Pooltjh Virgins, 
Jlumbfred and Jlept : But then, the Former, 
haying tipiely provided thcmfelves with Qil 
Jor their Lamps,, Qq\\\Afoon become ready, an4 
were acpprdingly admitted-, wherpa^ the Lat-^ 
ter, having negleSied to xn^k^fuch Provifion io 
due Seafon, were for ever excl^ded^ 

And thus much may fuffjce by Way of De- 
fcription of Watchfulnefs in general^ and alfp 
as It particularly implies a State of Prepared^ 
nefs for Death and Judgment^ Indeed, fince 
we cannot be in fuch a State without a Life 
of Obedience to all the Copimands of God j 
in order to give You a fujl Account of the^^- 
veral Branches of fuch Watchfulnefs and Pre- 
paration I (hould give you a Catalogue of all 
the Inftances of Duty we owe to God, our 
Neighbour J and ourfehes. An Undertaking too 
somprehenjive to be here engaged in. How- 

a Matt. XXV, 5, &c. 
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ever, as Holy Scripture^ and indeed the very 
Import of the Term^ point out to us fome Dif- 
poiirions and Pradices, which cither ^•^/^ in- 
to the Notion of Watchfulneis or are ctofehf 
€onne3eii with it; it may be proper to ipecify 
a few of thefe. 

I. And the ^fir/l that I (hall mention is 51?- 
Jhiety. We find Watchfulnefs and Sobncty 
almoft conflantly joined together in the New 
Teftament. Thus * Be/aier, be vigilant^ fays 
St* Feter ; and St. TauU ^ L(^ uswatcb ad 
he fiber ^ Our Blcfled Lord has been parti- 
cularly careful to inculcate die NecefJityof 
this Habit of Mind, and the Danger of the 
ccMitrary one. • "fake Heed (feys He) that 
Tour Hearts be not overcharged nvkb Surfeit^ 
mg and Drunkennefs^ — and Jo That Day come 
ttpon Tbu ttnawares. And again> — ' But and 
^ the Servant Jhalt Jay in bis Hearty ^^mj 
^ horddelayetb bis Coming^ and Jhall begin to 
— eat and to drink and to he drunkeni the 
hard of that Servant Jball come in a Day when 
hehoketh not for Him^ and at an Hour 'sohen 
be is not aware, and Jhall cat him aJUnder, and 
appoint him his Portion with the Hypocrites. 

Had Scripture indeed been^/if»/ upon this 
Points yet Experience and the very Nature ef 

a 1 Pet V. 8. b I ThcC V. 6. c Xxit. XXI. 34. 

i Matt. XXIV. 49»&c. 
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^ings muft convince us, what an irrcconcilc- 
able Oppofition there is between Intemperance 
on one Hand, and fuch a Frame of Mind on 
the other, as can with any Propriety be called 
Watchfulnefs^ efpecially when confidered as 
preparative to our Lord*s Coming. ' Flejbly 
Lujis^ in their Natural Tendency, war againfi 
the Soul; and in Proportion as w^e indulge 
and give Strength to the. former, we neceffa- 
rily weaken, and at length deftroy, the Powers 
9f the Latter. This is true of a/I the Powers 
of the Mind 5 but is more eminently fo of 
Thofe, which are converfant about Heaven 
and heavenly Things. An habitual Indulgence 
in fcnfual Gratifications infenfibly weirs out 
the Imprefuons of Religion and deftroys that 
Serioufnefs, that awful Regard to the Things 
of another World, which it ahove-all-things 
concerns us inviolably to maintain. The Soul, 
in fuch a Situation, is quite immerfed, and as 
it were diflblved, in the Pleafures of Senfe; 
and cannot fo much as lift up its Eyes tinto 
Heaven. — And, how amazing muft the Ar- 
reft of Death be to any one in fuch Circumr 
.ftances! What an Account will a Servant, 
thus furprifed, be able to give to his Lord at 



His Coming ! 



a 1 Pet, II. If. 
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2. For the like Rcafoii Induftry is another 
Qualification, if not neceffarily implied in the 
Notion of Watchfulnefs, yet cloicly conheft- 
ed with it. — It is SoU?non^ Obfervatlont that 
' Slotbfulnefs cajietb inU a deep Sleep. Our Fa- 
culties by Difufe become indiipofed and unfit 
for Adlion. And by CJod's juft Appointment 
a NegleSi to employ our Powers either of Body 
or Mind is generally fucceeded by an InabUitj 
to ufe them to any good Purpofe. According- 
ly our Biefied Lord (in the Parable imme- 
diately following my Text) repreients tbejlotlh 
Jul Servant as not only miffing His Rcwardi 
but as Iqfing bis Talent itfelf. Hence By Idlc- 
nefs we become not only ufeleis but cumber- 
fome to the Community in which we live : 
We fall below the Brute, and even the inani- 
mate Parts of the Creation ; which all, fbme 
way or other, anfwer the End oF their Being, 
and none of which can properly be termed, 
Idle. By this we difturb the Harmony, and 
break in upon the fettled Order, of the Uni- 
verfe ; whilft we negledt to fill lip our Place* 
in it honourably and worthily. And need I 
obferve what the Confequence of this ihuft be 
in another World ? Is he fit to be tranfplant- 
cdinto a Kingdom of Glory, and to Jbine- as 
a Star in the other World, who has been on- 

a Prov. XIX. 15. 
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Ijr a Bkmijh and IficumbFaiice of This ? Or 
rather, rai^t! we not have iafely concluded, 
even widxoDit a Revelation for it, that • tha 
wipro/ttahk Servant would be finally ir<^ int$t 
ttiat Stlatc of I^arkn^fs to which his Inactivity 
natundry a^ well as jadiciaJIy karis. 

And? if Induftry iii i genera/ View of it, as 
lib relatjcs to our €hara0er as Men^ be. fo ne:^* 
ccfiary' a Branch of W^chf^biefe ; how much 
more fo muft it be iri reference ta our high 
Calling as ChriJHans? A Calling, which is 
indeed reprefented as^an eqj^ To'ke^ and 2l light 
Burtben'i and fuch it certiinly is, either in 
Comparifoa withran)^ former Inftltution of 
Rdigion, or with the PradlSce of Sin; at 
Icaft. after fomc Progirefs made in the Office* 
of it; But. a Toke andJ a Burthen it is, not- 
wdthftanding ; binding us to feveral Duties, 
and fubjeding us ta feveral Trials, arduous in 
themfihes'yZnA rendered ftill more difficult /(^ 
us^ by our Indifpofitioo,.both Natural and ac- 
quired towards thenii Even the Pleafantnefh 
to be met with in a Virtuotis Life does not 
(as iiideed'notrtie Pleafantnefs can) confift in. 
an entire Freedom^ from ASlion znd Employ-* 
mcnt. A Religious Lifi is a State oi perpetual 
Motion; q& continued F'ro^reJJion in Virtue and 
Holinefs. We Cbri^ians are ** a People under 

a Matt. XXV. 30- b Tit. IL 14. 
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peculiar Obligations to be zealous of Good 
Works : Wc arc bound by all the Tics of 
Gratitade, and encouraged by all the Afiii- 
ranees of Succefs, * to grow in Grace — * to p 
on unto PerfeBion — ^ to abound in the Work cf 
the Lord. The Difficulties of our Chriftiafl 
Profeffion may be, and have been, mifrepre- 
ftnted) but they need not be miireptxfented 
in order to convince us, that we muft have 
* our Loins girt f as well as our Lights Imrn^ 
ihgs if wc would approve ourfelves Servants, 
that in earncft wait for their LiORp. 

3. This fuggcfts to us another neceflaiy 
Branch of Chriftian Watchfulnefs, I mean, 
Heavenly-Mindidnefs^ or Indificrence to the 
Concerns of this World in Comparifon with 
Thofe of the other. I iay, in Cosnparifon on- 
ly : for whatever fome retired Afceticks^ feme 
(roer-ftrmned Entbujiafls^ may pretend^ whilft 
we live in This World it is not expeded by 
Him, who placed us bere^ that we ihould ei- 
ther feclude ourfelves from it or live wboVj 
above it. But though we may commendablj 
employ fome Part of our Thoughts, fomc 
Share of our Induftry, upon worldly Things, 
and (hall ordinarily find it our Duty to do fo: 
Still we muft be careful not to let our Jiffec-^ 

a 2 Pet. m. 18. b Hcb. VI. 1. c 1 Cor. XV. 58. 
dLiik.XII.3S. 3^- 
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tionjix there. An AffeSiion for this World, 
and an Acqutefcence in the Pofleffions of it, 
muft be vqry inconfiftent with that Watch- 
fulnefs, which implies a continual Expecta- 
tion of being called out of it. Our Blefled 
Lord, in a Paflage already hinted at, has in 
Terms very remarkable to our prefent Pur- 
pofe, at once expreflcd the Nature and rr/W- 
nal Degree of Worldly Solicitude, its fatal In-' 
Jiuence upon our Preparation for Death, and 
our great Pronenefs to be overtaken by it. 
* Take Heed that Tour Hearts be not over-- 
charged with — the Cares of this Life ; and fo 
That Day come upon Tou unawares. 

Unawares indeed That Day muji come up- 
on the worldly-minded Man : His chief Good, 
his Treafurey is on-this-fide the Grave ; and 
he finds it neceflary, in order to enjoy any 
tolerable Quiet, to put far from him, and ^ as 
jnuch as poflible to forget, that uncomfort- 
able Moment, which is to be the Period of 
his Happinefs. And, * oh Death, if the i?f- 
membrance of thee is fo bitter, how much more 
bitter muft thy near Approach be, to the Man, 
who liveth at Reji in his PoJfeJJions I how un- 
welcome the Summons to <^ arife and depart 
from this his Reji! how cutting the Thought 
of prefently taking Leave of his beloved Trea- 

a Luk. XXI. 34. b Ecclef. XLI. i. c Mic. II. ic. 

Vol. 2. D d fujes ! 
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fures ! how * like a Snare muji Death ncedr 
come on all tbafe that dwells Thofe (I mean) 
that in their Hearts and their AffcAions dwelU 
on the Earth ? 

4. But farther : As Watchfulnefs denote a 
State of Readincfs for our Lord's Coming to 
reckon with us ; this (hould fuggcft to us the 
great Ufefulnefs and Neceflity of frequent Sef 
Examination and Reck<Miiog withr ourfelvcsr 
This is indeed the beft, the only Way oi 
providing againft a £ital Surpriie at our lafi 
Hour^ Thus much is very ftrongly intimated 
in our Sas^iour's Parables on the prefent Sab- 
jc<ft^ parricdlarly that of the Ten Firgins^ from 
which my Text is- direSlfy inferred: Hstd iht 
five Foolijb Virgins fsequcnliy examined into 
the State of their Lamps, they might- have 
timely fupplied them with Oil ; for Want of 
which Precaution^ their Lamps were gone out 
before they were aware f and whilft they 
vainly endeavoured to procure it, the Door 
was Jlmt2tnd they for ever debarred from an 
Entrance to; the Marriage of the Bridegroom. 
To prevent any Mifcarriage in an Ai&ir of 
fo high Importance; the good Servant, who- 
in earned waits for his Mafier's Coming, and 
defires to make fuitablb Provifibn for His Re- 
ception, Villi fet his Houfe in Orders ^znd have 
aLulc.XXI.3^ 

ir 
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It fwept and' garniJJoed : That is, he will from 
Time to Time impartially examine into the 
State of his own Miftds what bad Difpofi-^ 
tions or Habits he has by the gracious Affift- 
ance of Gop*s Holy Spirit Jubdued and ba- 
nifbed from it^. and what good ones he hasi 
introduced into iti how many of the former 
K.ind ftill remain to be weeded out, and how 
many of tlhe latter to be planted and cultiva- 
ted. He will examine carefully whether his 
PraSiice has been confortnatle to his Rule$ 
and his Improvements proportioned to his Re^ 
ceivings: That fo like z faithful ahd 9»ife Ste^ 
Hvardf having his Accounts regularly ftated, 
having corre&ed whdt Was atnifs^ and fup-^ 
plied what was deficient i he may, without 
Anxiety Wait fof^ and Without Confufion or 
Terror enter Upoh, the awful Day of Rec* 
Jconingi ready wheiifOever it (hall cOme, io 
give up bis Accounts i»itb Joyi in humble 
Confi<knce of receiving hts Lord's Approba- 
tiont and the Reward of his own I^idelity, 

5* After all ; one necejfary Concomitant of 
Watchfulne6 itiU temains to be mentioned^ 
and that is, Fray^r^ This is conftantly joined 
♦vrith Watching both in the Exhortations of 
our Saviour and of His Apoftles ; and muii 
be as conftantly joined with it in our Prac- 
tice> if we would have our own Endeavours 

D d 2 ia 
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in any Degree fucccfsful. It is a juft Obfer- 
vation, that " * Prayer without fVatchfulnejs 
** is a Mockery f and that Watchfulnefs without 
** Prayer is Prefumption*' — Our Spirit mty be 
" willing ; and while the Spirit of God nvork- 
ctb together with it, we fhall be more than 
Conquerors over all Temptations : But, with- 
out fuch Affiftance, our Flejh will fbon betray 
its own Weaknefsy and we fhall not be able to 
watch with our Lord one Hour. — - St. Peter 
thought hh own Strength fufficient to carry 
him through with his Mafter in all His Suf- 
ferings; and accordingly we find him in a ve- 
ry fanguine Manner profeffing that «* ^ though 
^' he Jhould die with Him, he would mt deny 
" Him in any Wife'* He thought £b; bnt his 
Mafler knew the contrary : And though He 
was pleafed to "" pray for his over-confident but 
well-intentioned Difciple, that bis Faith might 
not totdlly fail; yet He permitted him to ex- 
perience the Frailty of his unaflifled Refblu- 
tions : And has in Him left us all a flanding 
Monument of the Danger of truflring in our 
own Strength ; . and a convincing Evidence, 
that * except the Lord keep our Innocence, the 
JVatchman (in This Senfe alfo) waketb but in 
vain. 

a South, Vol. 6. b Matt. XXVi. c Luk. XXn.^z. 
d lYal.CXXVII. I. 

Upon 
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. Upon the Whole : Would we keep our- 
felves in a State of conftant Readinefs for our 
Lord's Coming? — We muft, according to 
the Apoflle's Expreflion, ^Gird up th^ Loins .• 
of our Minds and befob^ri not permitting our 
Intelledtual Powers to be enfeebled by Luxu- 
ry, or ftupified by Excefs. Inftead of This, 
we muft be aSlive and indujlrious in the Im- 
provement of our Time and our Talents ; and 
especially careful m the great Bufinefs of ^rim^ 
tning our Spiritual Lamp. We muft withdraw 
o\xt Affection^ and (as much as our prefent Si- 
tuation will permit) our Care and Solicitude, 
from ** Things on the Earthy in order to fix 
them with lefs Diftradtion and greater Steadif 
nefs on Things above. We muft frequently 
turn our Eyes inward upon ourfelves ; examine 
ing carefully and cohfcientioufly, what the 
State of our Spiritual Affairs is i how our Ac- 
counts ftand with our Lord and Mafter ; and 
whether, in faft, all Things are in fuch a Si- 
tuation with us as we could venture to have 
them found in at that important Seafon which 
is to determine our Happinefs or Mifery for 
ever,. *^ Praying always j thaty wheitfoever that 
Seafon fhall come, we may ( by the Succours 
of Divine Grace affifting our Weaknefs, and 
Supplying our Wants ) be accounted worthy to 

• a 1 Pet.. 1 13. b ColOiT. IJI. 2. c Luk. XXI. 36. 
"^ * * ejcape 
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efcape oB tbrfe Tba^s that JbmO tbem came t$ 
fafsy and Uftani befmre the Sam rf Man! 

Having thas endeavoured to ddcribe tho 
Nature^ and to point out toa^ of the mxA 
emaumt ^jiol^catmns^ of Cbr^iam Wat elf ul^ 
Mefs^ particttlaiiy as preparative fer Death tod 
judgment: I fluU now piqceed, 

II. To enforce the Iftceffky qi prcfervuig 
oorielves €9n/iaMtfy in thft State aktad/ 
ddcribed, from the Reafim here urged, 
7^ Umcertaittty rfnr Lh^e^^ 

This is indeed the Point, to which both 
^e Caution in my Text, and the Parable firoiq 
iriiich it is deduced, iecm e^pedaDy applica- 
Ue. The Tm Fhrpv, as £0* as appears, had 
fto Diflcftnce of Opinion about iSb^ Ncceffity 
<if having their hamfs iriau mei for: their At- 
tendance upon ^e B rid eg r oo m . But the Dif« 
ferencc, which gave Five of them the Ou- 
fader of WiJ^, and Five of them the Deno* 
minatiem of Foakjb, appears to have been This; 
The Fonur confidercd, that the Coming of 
die Bridegroom was, as to the Tosr of it, ve^ 
Tf uncertain; and mi^t, without fremom 
Care cm dicir P^, find them unjMrovidcd; 
« %k<y thetefofc took fiich t Supply <j£ OUi^ 

TWf4e . . 
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their Vejfels with their Lamps ^ as that Thefc 
Lamps might upon the moft fudden Call be 
prcfently trimmed. Whereas theLi^r/^r ^took 
their Lampi^ indeed, but took no Oil with 
them*, They were either unconcerned and 
though tlefs about the Matter, or perfuaded 
themfclves they flaould have fuch Notice of 
the Bridegroom's Approach, as that any De- 
ficiency in preparing tbemfelves might fafcly 
be made up. In (hort, the Former refolved 
to do immediately^ the in/Z/^r contented them- 
ielves with intending to do Jometime afters- 
wards, what Bvth knew was, fooner or later ^ 
neceffary to be done. 

And is not This, in faft, the very Circum- 
ftance,- which diftinguiiheth the Wife from 
the Toolijlo in the great Bufinefs of preparing 
for the Hour of Death ? That it is neceffary 
to be found in a proper State of Readinefs, 
upon That moft awful Occafion, is a Point 
which (I fuppofe) no Chriftian can ferioufly 
dilputc. But then, ^fays the Fool in his Heart, 
** My I>RD delayeth his Coming: \ have Health 
^' and Strength fufficient for Years yet to come : 
** I have hitherto had no Intimations of any 
Decay of Conftitution : And furcly, my gra^ 
cious Majier will either give me Notice of 
His Approach, or cxcufc any fuch Want of 

a Matlh. XXV. 3, • li Ibid. XXIV. 48. 

**Prepara- 
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** Preparation as Want of Notice may have 
•' occafioned. What Need then of fo much 
*' Hajie in providing, what may be provided 
** at more Leifure fomc Time hereafter ?" 

Our Saviour, therefore, who well knew what 
was in Man^ that He might at once make Al- 
lowances for the unavoidable Infirmities of our 
Nature and Inadvertences of our Condition, 
and yet guard us againft Prefumption in habi- 
tual Sloth and Security, reprefents * All the 
Ten Virgins z% Jlumbering and Jleepingy while 
the Bridegroom tarried: When therefore ^at 
Midnight a Cry was made, " Behold the Bride- 
^^ groom comet hi go Te out to meet Him\* wc 
may well fuppofe, the Wife as well as the 
Foolifli were a little Jurprifed and ftardcd. 
But then They were not, like Thefe latter, 
wholly unprepared: Their Lamps were foon 
trimmed ; becaufe They had Oil before-hand 
provided : And fo, being "" ready. They went 
in with the Bridegroom to the Marriage. But 
the Succefs of the Foolijfj Virgins was very dif- 
ferent : Thefe had negledled to lay in a Provi- 
fion of Oil before the Cry was made, and there 
was not Time both to buy and to employ it 
after : For, we find, though they ufed grc^t 
Activity, and Difpatch for that Purpofc it 
laft, their Endeavours then proved too late: 

a Matt. XXV. j. b Ibid. 6. c Ibid. lo. 

Tie 
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* "The Door was Jhut h^iovt their Return ; nor • 
could their moft importunate Entreaties for 
Admiffion procure them any other Anfwer 
than — " * Verily I fay unto Tou^ I know Tou 
''notr 

You fee, the Point, inculcated throughout 
the Parable, is the NeceJJity ofconfiant Watch- 
fulnefs : Not indeed a total Exemption from 
Slumberings and Weaknefles of our Nature, 
but fuch an habitual Frame and Temper of 
Mind as fhall fpeedily rouze and recolledt it-^ 
-felf upon the fhorteft Warning. And the Rea- 
fons here intimated are, — The Uncertainty we 
are always under as to the ^ime of our being 
called out of This World; And— The Cer- 
tainty of the E:)Cclu/ion of all fuch from Eter- 
nal Happinefs (that Marriage-Feaft of the 
Lamb) who Ihall be found unprepared at That 
Time. The Former of which Reafons is ex- 
prefled, as the Latter is implied, in This 
Conclufion drawn from the whole Parable; 
Watch therefore: For Te know neither the Day 
nor the Hour ^ wherein the Son of Man comet h. 

And can thcfe Reafons want any laboured 
Proof of their Truth ; or can we want any 
long Enforcement of rthe Ufe here deduced 
from them ? Were Mankind in general Thofe 
reafonable Creatures They pretend to be, it is, 

a Matt. XXV. JO. b Ibid. 12. 

certain. 



4.26 "Jthe Necejftty of ff^aicBfulnefs 

certain, neither Proof nor Enforcement, in a 
Cafe at once ib clear and (o momentous^ could 
be neceffary. But, alas i the Solicitations of 
Senfe and Appetite fo frequently, I iiad almoft 
faid fo univerfally, prevail againil the HiStztcB 
of thofe much nobler Faculties, Reafan and 
Cmfcience, that You mud permit me, not fo 
much by Way of Inftru<aion as of Exhorta- 
tion, to enlarge farther* upon the weU-known, 
but much negledkcd. Particulars above men- 
tioned. 

As to the Farmery the Uncertainty wc arc 
under about the Day or the Hour of our rc- 
ipeftive Deaths ; I am at a Lois j^ow to fet 
jabout an lUuftration of it. If we do but give 
ourielves Leave to think at all, we can icarce 
mifs of obferving the curious Frame and Con- 
texture of our Bodies; how inclinable they 
are in tbemfehes to Decay and Diflblution ; 
bow liable to Diieaies from within, and Ac- 
cidents from without; and how numerooi 
thofe Difeafes, thofe Accidents, are. Or, if 
fuch Reflexions fhould eicape us, it is fcarcc 

, poflible we (hould continue for any Time in 
fuch a World as this, without being conti- 
nually reminded of the fame Thing by * the 
Thoiifand wbicbfall hefide us^ ^ndthe Ten Tiw^ 

/and at our Rights Hand. 

aPfaLXCLI. 

The 
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Th^ Truth is, the Uncertainty of human 
Irife is Matter of univerfal Obiervation, and 
almoft univerial Complaint. But our Misfor-* 
tune is, that while we all own this in Gene-- 
ral^ each of us neglc^ to bring-home the 
important, but unwelcome. Truth to bimfelfy 
as if each of us had literally * made^ a Cove- 
nant with Death, and v>ere.at Agreement with 
the Grave. Strange Infatuation this ! and not 
to be exceeded or equalled by any other, but 
that of acknowledging the Uncertainty of Life, 
even of our own Life, in "Hheory^ and yet at 
the fame Time denying it in PraSUce^ by neg- 
le<5ling to make the only proper Provifion a-^ 
gainft any Inconvenience from it. 

Which Negledl muft appear (if poffible) ftill 
more unaccountable, if it be confidered, that 
our Lives are in God's Hand, depending not 
on (what we call) mere Accidents, but on His 
good Pleafure. * If He taketh away our Breathy 
if He do but ccafc to give it, noe die, and our 
Mortal Part is turned to Duji. And can we 
think oorfblves in any Degree entitled to His 
ProtediioQ, whilft we voluntarily renounce all 
CIsum to it by repeated Ads, by a continued 
Courfe, of Rebellion again/i Him ? Can we 
j^refume upon His Forbearance, when That 
Forbearance is likely to have no other EfFecft 

^I<i^.X3CVlIl.i5. bP4aa.CIV. 29- 

upon 
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upon us, than that of giving us both Oppor- 
tunity and Encouragement to abufe it. — Bad 
Meit have certainly of all others the greatcft 
Realbn to expedt to be * cut off in the midji of 
their Days : And that * Servant^ who prc- 
fumptuoufly y&/>>& in bis Heart, *' My Lord 
** delayeth His Comings' is moft commonly as 
well as moft juMy furprijed in a Day when he 
hoketh not for Him, and at an Hour which He 
is not ware of* 

' To Dayy then, * if Te will hear His Voice, 
harden not Tour Hearts! To Day^ whiljlit is 
called to Day! ^ Boajl not YoutkXwcs of the 
Morrow ; for Ye know not what a Day, what 
an Hour, may bring forth. Say not to any of 
GoD*s Mjcffcngers calling and inviting Thcc 
to Repentance, *^ * Go and come again, and to 
*• Morrow I will giixey when Thou hafi it by 
Thee. The Morrow, Thou relieft upon, may 
never be in Thy Power; or if itfliould. Thou 
mayeft not have by Thee the Heart to fet ar 
bout the neceflary Work, or the Ability to gQ 
through it. Say not to. Thine own Con- 
fcience, ^ reafoning ij^ith Thee ofRigbteoufnefs, 
Temperance and Judgment to come, ^^ Go Thy 
u Way for This Time: When I Jhall have a 
<< convenient Seafon I will call for Thee'' For 

a Pfal. LV. 23. b Matt. XXIV, 48, 5b. cHeb.ITI. 15. 
d Prov XXVII. I . clbid. lU. -^8.. . f Afts XXI V. 25 . 

V>by 
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ivhy vciw&. the friendly Monitor go away for 
216/V Time ? Another convenient Seafon may 
never be offered Thee: Undoubtedly not a 
more convenient one than the prefent. 

For — Art Thou grown old in the Service 
of Sin ? Certainly Thou of All Men haft the 
worft Plea for ihifting of the indifpenfablc 
Work. The Youngeft Sinner has no more 
than a Pretence for Delay ; but, alas ! Thou 
haft not fo much as a Pretence, or even Sha- 
dow of Pretence for it. Thou haft no Hopes 
left but from That Mercy, which Thou haft 
.already long abufed. To This therefore in-- 
Jlantly betake Thyfelf, with deep Self-Abafe- 
ment, and fincerc Penitence, fleeing for Re- 
fuge to His AU-fufficient Merits, who came 
into the World to fave Sinners. Thy Cafe, 
though deplorable, we hope is not yet defpe- 
rate : * Efcapefor thy Lifiy therefore, neither 
Jlay Thou in all the Plain: For, fliouldeft 
Thou yet linger^ know. afTuredly, that inevi- 
table Evil is ready to overtake Thee. 

Or— r Art Thou yet within the Years of con- 
firmed Manhood^ The Time paft of Thy Life 
may furcly fuffice to have wrought the Will of * 
Thine impure Lufts : A fitter Opportunity can 
never be expedled for [refcuing Thyfelf, and 
afTerting thy Freedom, from fuch a Slavery. . 

a Gen, XIX. 17. 

Thy 
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Thy Recoil is now at Its Aill Strength : Lcf 
it then have its perfia ff^oi^k : At lead let it 
have as peifcfl: a Work iii Thine cVerlafting 
Concerns^ as Thou art careful to alkmr it k 
Matters of infinitely ilighter Moment: And if 
in thefe latter Thoii art willing to let flip no 
fair Occafion, no gainful Otfcr; be as wife^ 
as juft to Thyfelf, in feciirihg the ificompara^ 
hly more valuable, and if once loft more irre- 
trievable, Intcrefts of Thine immortal Sod 
Nay, 

Once more— -Art Thou yet in the JSloom 
and Vigour of rout A P Why, Now is the ac- 
cepted ^tme : Thy Soul is now moft clear of 
the Pollution of aAual Sin, moft fi^e from 
the Tyranny of evil Habits : Thou art nm 
moft at Liberty to remember thy Creator ; and 
Thy Remembrance of Him mw will be moft 
pleqfing to Him. Whereas, fliouldeft Thou 
negled the pfefent Sedbn, tho' zno^ttJhouU 
be allowed (which yet is far firam being cer^ 
tain, or even likely) Thy Paffions will be 
more and mofe unti^ftable, and Thy vicious 
Inclinations more importuilaite ; and Thoil 
wilt find it, in all refpefts^ more diffictdt ^to 
do Good^ after having been accnftmntd to da 
Evil. 

We 
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We grant it ptfffibU for Thee not to die fud- 
dcnly. Thou vn^efi be fpared to Old Age ^ 
or Thou nuyefi have Warning given of Thy 
approaching Diflblutioii by the gradual Ad- 
vances of It : Inftances, We own, may be pro- 
duced of Peffons, perhaps as wicked as Thy- 
^If, who have gone to their Graves without 
any remarkable Diftindion, in Point of Un- 
timelinefs, from Men of much better Charac^ 
ter. And, vi4iat has been the Cafe of others 
may poffibly be Thine. Nor fhall We refufe 
Thee the Praifc of Tihat Wifdomi which is in 
other Cafes allowed to Thofe who needkjly 
ha^a^d their .^ upon a bare PaJiksJity.-^ 
Suppofing, however. This were not only pap- 
fibk^ but probable \ nay and that it/ho$ild irt 
the End prwe oBually Thy Cafe. Confidcr, 
what it is Thou haft to depend on even then. 
Why, it is, that Thou fhalt be both willing 
and able to Repent in Old Agey or upon a 
Dying Eedl that is, that Thou &alt haver 
Inclination to fet about, and Strength to ga 
through, one of the moft irkfome and diffi- 
cult Taflcs in Nature, ia Taflc indeed by mere 
Nature iropradicable, — an entire Change' of 
Heart and Affedlions ! That, after innume- 
rable Ad:s of Difobedience and Unfaithfulnefs^ 
after numberlefs Mercies abufed and Talents' 
mifemployed. Thou (halt, notivitbfianding^ 

mak© 
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make Thyfelf ready for an Interview with Thy 
Lord and for an Entrance into His ^oy! And 
all This at a Time when Infirmity or Sickneft 
ihall have rendered Thtt unequal to the ordi- 
nary Employments of this Life! — And now, 
my Brethren, thinks what it mufl be, on Pre- 
Tumption of a bare PoJJibility, a Poflibility too 
clogged vrixhfucbCircumJlanees, knowingly to 
continue in a State of Unpreparcdnefs for our 
laji Hour I A State^ in which Jhould "that 
Hour overtake us, we are. fure not only to 
\oi^ an Eternal Weight of Glory ^ but to be W- 
fer able for Ever I I fay it again. For Ever! 
that is, not for a few Days, or Weeks, or 
Years, no nor Millions of Ages ; but for a Du- 
ration endlefs and unmeafurabletven in Thought \ 
and which when all Thefe Portions of Time 
fhall be paft and gone, will be no nearer to 
its Conclufion than it now is I — \ am at a 
Lofs for a Name for fuch a Proceeding ! Fol- 
ly ^ or even Madnefs, muft become Sounds 
/without Meaning, fhould They pretend to 
convey 2Xiy jufl Conception of it ! 

May we all, then, be perfuaded, immediate- 
ly and without Delay, to put ourfelves in a 
Watchful Pofture, a State of Readinefs fpr 
That awful Event j which may be near, and 
cannot be far from any of us. May no Temp- 
tation of Touth or Health betray us into Slo^, 
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or harden us in Lieeritioufnefs : Efpecially, if 
any of us have already dozed away toO much 
of our Time in Unprofitablenefs, or mifem- 
ployed it in finful Purfuits. May we, now at 
leaft, , awake out of Sleepy and (in the Apof- 
tle's Language) arife from the Dead, that 
Christ may give us Light ! — We * know not 
at what Hour the Majler of the Houfe may 
come I whether at Even, or at Midnight , or 
at the Cock-crowingj or in the Mornings of 
Life. But T^his we know, and to know This 
fhould be fufficient at once to awaken and en« 
courage our Vigilance, thzt--^^^ ^ Blejfed are 
'* Thofe Servants^ whom the Lord, when He- 
^^ Cometh jhall find Watching V* 

a Eph. V. 1 4. b Mark XXX. 35 . c Luk. XIL 37. 
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SERMON XVI. 

Mark XML 32V 

Of That Dayty and That H^ur kntme^ 
No Man. — 

TH E Day and the Ibur^ here ipokea 
of by Way of Eminence^ are ufual- 
ly undciAood to denote the End of 
^his WorldyVcA its immediate Con- 
fequent, the G-eneral Judgment. But, foraf- 
xnuch as the Enrd of each Man's A6ode m 
This World isy. to him with regard to the 
Bufinefs of Preparing for that great Audita the 
fame Thing with the End of the World it- 
felf ; I fhall take the Liberty of applying the 
Words before us, by Way of Accommodation^ 
to the Time erf* each Maris Departiirc out of 
This Life : It being a Trirtb equally intereft- 
ing to us all, and perhaps more afFedting^ as 
being brought nearer borne to every Man's- 
Breaft, that of^ that Dayr^ and that Hour 
knowettno JMan^ 

. Man's 
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Man's Ignorance of the Hour of his own 
iDeath^ is a Point which needs no Proofs and 
is indeed, by daily Obfervation, rendered fo 
familiar as to make but ayi/»/ ImpreJJton up*- 
on the Generdity of Minds. And yet, fure- 
ly, it is a Subje<a worthy of our moft ferious 
Regard, efpecially when confidered jointly with 
the Confequences of dying unprepared, as dc*- 
clared in That GpJptU by which we muft all 
finally ht judged. There is, indeed, fomething 
vtiy Jiriking even in Jingle Inftances oi/uddeH 
Deadx ; But the Cafe becomes yet more afto^ 
nijhing^ when, by the Appointment or the 
Permiffion of Providence, Tboufands in a Mo«- 
ment fall bejide usp and Ten Tboufand^ as it 
were, at our Right- Hand. The Natural and 
reafonabk Inferences from all This are un- 
doubtedly the fame which are every- where 
inculcated, under a Variety of well-known 
Reprefentations, by our Blefled Lord and His 
Apoftles } fuch as, the Vanity Of confidently 
projefted Schcftrjes of Gain^ and the Folly of a 
fearlefs Self-Indulgence in the Enjoyment of it; 
the Danger of Security in a State of Impeni- 
tence^ and the Necejity of immediate Prepara- 
tion and conflant JVatcbJulnefs. But, I am 
afraid, a very different Ufe is too often made 
of the Pifpeniktion before us. We have been 
ufed to fpeak of Death as a SeparatioDr of Scul 
E e 2 and 
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and Body^ and it is but too natural for the 
Former to entertain a fond Curiofity about the 
^ime when This Separation^ from its intimate 
Companion is to take Place. Bill^ w^hen Death 
is farther GOirfidered as a Paffhge to* another 
State> wheretn our Happinefs or Mifery is to 
he for Ever deternained by the Condition we 
are found in by k; Reafon fcen>s to join with . 
Injiin^ in putting us upon the i^fne Enqirir}-. 
Men begin, to imagine. They have fbme Right 
to tx^td^ Information in aq* Affair which fo 
infinitely concerns them. If They could but 
obtaiD Satisfaaion? \n This particular, They 
take for grafited it would be almoft impoffible 
for thtm finally to mifcarry. The Conclufion 
too often isy that fincc God dotb withhold this, 
fuppofed neceffary, Knpwledgc from thent, 
He will certainly make Allowances for any 
fuch Surprife as (They eafily perfuade them- 
felves) the Grant of it would, certainly have 
prcveated. Thus the Liiertinef whopropolcs 
to change his Meafures one Time or other, 
yet hopes, if he fbould be unexpectedly over- 
taken in his vicious Courfes, he (hall find an 
Excufe in the Want of better Notice: Whilft 
the Sceptick makes the Denial of it an Objec- 
tion againft God's Moral Government, and 
pretends to* doubt,^ whether He ever defigiis 
*. to bring us to Judgment. 

i , . . It 
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: It will not, then (I hope) be thought wholly 
improper, nor, confidering fomc late alarm^ 
ing * Occurrences^ altogether unfeafonable, to 
en^er a little farther into this Subjedl: Not 
by Way of enlarging upon all the Moral and 
Religious Improvements offuch Events, which 
Your own Meditations will fet before You to 
better Advantage; but in order to guard a- 
gainft any fuch perverfe and dangerous Conclu- 
Jions as have been juft hinted at, and to vindi^ 
cafe, as far as we poor Mortals may prefumc 
to fcrutinrze thetn, the Ways of God to Man. 

You win permit me, therefore, with the 
profoundeft Veneration forthe Majefty of Hea- 
ven, to confider the Point before us a little 
more particularly ; I mean, " Mans Ignorance 
** of the Day of his own Death, notwithjiand^ 
•^ ing the important Confequences that are made 
** to depend on the Condition he is found in by It^ 
And, I truft, the Wifdotn, the Jufice, and 
even the Goodnefs, of God, in withholding a 
more particular Information from the Sons of 
Men^ will be fully vindicated ; if it can be 
made appear, Firft, That fuch Knowledge is 
inconfjlent with our prefent State, in refpe<3: 
to Things about us : Secondly, That it is un- 
nejceffary for the Purpofe for which it is pre- 

a This Sermon was preached ibon after die great Earthquake 

tended 
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tended to be dcfircd : And, Thirdly^ Th« it 
would, in all Probability, prove not only w- 
^eHual^ but of dangerous Confequence to us» 
even in That View.— lam, then, to (hew, 

I jF/>y?, That the Knowledge of the Day 
of his own Death is incan^ent wiib 
Mans prefent State^ confidered with re- 
gard to Things about him. 

For the Illuftration of which it may juft be 
Obfervcd, that the fupreme Condui^r of all 
Events hath been pleafed to eftablifh a ngu-^ 
lar ConneSlion between Caufes and their Ef- 
it&Sy and to give to Man, within the Limits 
of his proper Sphere, a confiderable Influence 
}n the Direction and Difpofal of them. Now 
it is well-known, that Man frequently makes 
fuch Ufe of his Freedom in This Rcfpcd, as 
that his own or fome other Peribn's untime^ 
Death (hall be either the immediate or remote 
cither the intended ox (as we call it) the for^ 
tuitous, Confequence of his Choice and Me- 
thod of Ading. The plain Truth is, in the 
]^lidft of Life ' there is but a Step between us 
4nd Death. Our Bodies ^ are Jb fearfully and 
wonderfully made, that almoft every Thing 
about us, the Air we breathe, the Food wc 
eat, the Rayment we put on, may unexped- 

« I Sam. XX. 3. b^ial. CXXXIX, 14. 

cdly 
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cdly become to us an Infirument $f Deeib, or, 
-an Occafion of Falling. In this View, Thofe 
Deaths, which we c2S\/udden ones, many oif 
them at leaft, naay he confidercd as natural 
Confequences of the prefent State of Things, 
and fuch as muft be often happening without . 
an entire Alteration, or (which would aniount 
to much the fame) a continual Interruption, 
of it. 

Let me not, however, be here inifunder- 
ilood. — God hath by no means put the Dif- 
f ofal of This Affair fo entirely QMt of His own 
Hands, as to have left Himfelf no Room for 
any fpecial Interpofition. If He had, the 
World woald foon be fenfible of the Want of 
His over-roling Providence. No : * The Lord 
is King ; the Earth may be glad thereof: Up 
ftill referves to Himfelf the Power Qifufpend-- 
ing the Operations of N^xtural Czufcs at Plea.- 
fure ; and of dircding the Counfcls and inr 
^uencing the Determinations oi Moral Agents, 
which He can eafily do^ without dejiroyin^ 
their Freedom. And if, as our BlefTed Lord 
hath affured us, ^ not a Sparrow falleth to the 
Ground without our Father's Knowledge and 
Permiflion ; much lefs are the Lives of Men^ 
His Principal Creatures in This lower WorlcJ, ' 
forgotten or negledted by Him. Accordingly, 
^ Pfal. XC VIII. I • b Matt. X., 29. 

the 
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the • Sacred Hiftory furniflies us with varmt 
Jnjiances of Interpofitions of This Kind, in 
Favour of Righteous and Religious Men, and 
in Oppofition to Perfons of a contrary Cha- 
radter. And though Interpofitions of like Na- 
ture may not now be Matter of common Ob- 
fervation ; though it might be great Prefump- 
tion on one hand, or great Uncbaritablenefs 
on the other, to pronounce any Thing too 
peremptorily in particular Cafes ; yet in ^^- 
neralvfc need not doubt, but that Good Men 
are Jiill under tht fpectal Frote5Hon and Giiar- 
dianfliip of Heaven : Whereas ( to put it at 
the loweft) no one can fay but that ^ the 
fTiciedzTC often, on the Accountof their being 
fuch, permitted to Ja/I into Mifchief. How- 
ever, though we muft not prefume to extluk 
the Almighty from human Affairs, yet nei- 
ther (hould we introduce His fpectal Agcncjr 
on every Occafion. That He fliould firft cf- 
tablifli a regular Syftem of, Laws in the Ma^ 
terial World, and afterwards be perpetually 
interrupting it ; or, that He fhould firft en* 
Aovr Man with a Freedom of Choice, and then 
render it of little or no Ufe by conjiantly over- 
ruling \X.\ This is what we can by no means 
' rec6ncile with His Wifdom or Majefty. And 
yet, as far as appears in the prefent State of 
f^ Noah, Lot, Job, David, Daniel, &c. b Prov. XXJV. i6. 
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Ae World, fomething of This Kind mufi take 
PIacc> if fuch Deaths as we czW fudden ones 
were to be univerfally prevented. 

And then, as to Man's general Ignorance 
of future Events, his own Death efpecially ; 
it has (we know) been made a Matter of Dif- 
pute, indeed of much more Difpute than was 
(I prefume) either neCeflary or proper, " Whe-- 
** tber the Period of each Mans Life is at all 
^^ fixed by anyirreverfible Decree?'' Upon which 
I fhall only here obferve, that, though That 
Period may be fo far certain in itfelf^% to be 
known to That Being, whofe Knowledge is /»- 
finite, and to whom it feems moft rational to 
fuppofe ( how incomprehenfible foever the 
Manner may be to us ) that all Things are 
frefent'y yet t\i^ fame is alfo in fuch a Senfe 
Contingent, as to leave Room for us, nay to 
render it our Duty, to ufe all lawful and pru- 
dent Means for prolonging it. But then, even 
for this among other Reafons, however Vi?/^r- 
minate this Period may be in regard to GodV 
Knowledge; * // is not for us, it is by no means 
agreeable to our prefent Situation, to know the 
Times or the Seafons, which the Almighty rc;- 
ferves in His own Power. For let us for once 
fuppofe This Ignorance removed : Either Man 
fWift have a general Forefight of Things to 

a Afis I. 7. 

come ; 
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come ; or each particular Per/in muft h^ve i 
^ctal Revelation made to bim of the Hour of 
his own Death. I forbear to recount the ma- 
ny Inconveniences thatmuH: attend upoq either 
of thefe Grants ; a8» whaC Interruftion would 
be thereby given to the Afiairs of Mankind 
in general ; what Di/iurban^e to the Quiet of 
particular Perfons ; and fuch like obvious Con- 
fiderations : And fhall only fuggefl This un- 
natural Confequence* which each of them 
muft draw after it : that Men would^tf the 
remote Caufcs of their own Deaths without a 
Liberty of applying proper Means to avoid 
them ; nay They muft find theo^fclvcs under 
a Necejity of knowingfy moving t^wards^ and 
meeting thofe Cauies : A Motion (I prefume) 
which could not but appear in fome Degree 
ihocking, even where Death Should make gra* 
dual and leifurely Advances; but which i9 
Cafes of Violence (fuch as we have ittxi muft 
fbmetimes be expeded) would be much mor( 
fo. And furely, That Kmo^edge may fafely 
bepronoui^ced inconfijlent wkb ourprefent Con- 
iHiion, the Grant of which vrould unavoid* 
ably be attended with fuch Confequepces %s 
thefe^ 

If the Sceptic fhould reply, " All that is 
*• here allcdged may be very true^ f^tP^" 
*^J^^g Things conftituted as we find them: 

« But 
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^ But might not an AlUwife Being have pro* 
** vided againft fuch Inconveniences by a d^-^ 
^^ferent Conftitution of Things at firjll"" 
— ~ To fuch bold Enquiries (and fuch wo 
xniift fomctimes cxpe<a to meet with in the 
prefent Age, and I hope may be allowed on 
proper Occaiions to take Notice of them>). 
Holy Scripture enables us to give a fhort and 
«afy, and (if He wiU pleafe to regard its Au- 
thority) 2L fatisJa£iory Anfwer. The Condi- 
tion of Man's Life^ as there reprefented^ wai 
in the Original Conftitution of Things much 
better than it is at prefent. In what Manner 
our Habitation on this Earth was to have been 
terminated, we are not diftindly told : But 
we are told, that *God made not Death ; That 
was introduced ^ into the World by Sin. And 
therefore to the above-mentioned Query it is 
fufficicnt to fay, " that God did really at firft 
** conftitute Things differently from what wo 
'* now find them : And that He is no- way an- 
•* fwerable for the Confequences of Man's ab-* 
** Hfi^ fai* own Freedom^' -^ We need not, 
however, ftand to the Courtefy of the Scep-^ 
tick to admit the Scriptural Account of Thia 
Matter. Let us take Human Nature as wo 
How find it ; and fuppofe Death to have been 

^ Wifil.1. 13. b Roan. V, 12. 

originally 
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originally as unavoidable as it i€ at prcfent: 
Yet Experience will inform us, that the Sui- 
dennefs of Death, even as That denotes the 
TJnfeaJonablenefs and Swiftncft of Its Attacks, 
but too frequently proceeds from Men's own 
Fault ; and (which is flill more rxiaterial) we 
are fure, the Suddennefs thereof, as it denotes 
Mens Unpreparednefs for It, aliimys does fo. 
The Proof of which latter AfTertion will be a 
full Vindication of the Divine Proceeding ia 
This Particular : And Tbis^ will be abundant- 
ly proved, if it can be fhewn, as was pro- 
pofcd, 

2. Secondly i That the Knowledge of the D(^ 
of our Death is XJnneceJfary for the End 
for which it is defired, namely, to fecure 
our Preparation for It. 

And thus much> I fuppofe, mud be allow- 
ed, if it fhall appear, that the Knowledge we 
are already in Poflcffion of \%fufficient for That 
Purpofe: As again, fufficient That Know- 
ledge muft needs be for the Purpofe of fuch a 
Creature as Man, to which Nothing \^ want- 
ing that can be requifite to influence z^Reafon^ 
able Being, though it may. not be irrefiftible 
enough to force an Objiinate one. Now, that 
we hzvtfuch Notice of the Certainty of Death, 
»nd of the poflible Suddenhcf^ of it, ia- moft 

evident ; 
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evident : T^befe arc the Things complained of > 
and we cannot, furcly, pretend any Want of 
Kotice of That, the Knowledge whereof fur- 
nifhcth the very Matter of our Complaints* 
And have we not as proper Intimation of the 
Confequences of dying prepared or unprepared ? 
It is owned, a future State of Rewards and 
Punifliments is not £0 vifible to our Senfes as 
the Death which opens the Way to it: And 
the Gaiife is plain : It is yet Future. But nei- 
ther do we want Evidence of I'bis Kind to 
convince us that there muji be fuch a State. 
We have Reafon as well as Senfes ; and if we 
make a tolerable Ufe of Tbat^ the Neceflity 
of a Future Judgment will appear as certain 
as the Jujiice and Veracity of God Himfelf, 
and as indubitable as our own inward Senfe 
and Perception can make it. 

For if God be Juji, i. e. if He exi^ at all 
(and that He docs cxift all Nature proclaims) 
He will certainty obferve a due Proportion to 
the Merits or Demerits of accountable Crea- 
tures in difpeniing Happinefs or Mifery, Re- 
wards or Punifhments : He will never fufFer 
His maji faitbful Servants to go finally Unre^ 
warded', much lefs, to be * of* all Men mofi\ 
miferable; and leaft of all, to be moft mife- 
rablc on the very Account of their faithful Ad- 

a I Cor. XV. 19. 

V ^ herence 
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herence to His Service. Every Inftance there- 
ibre of proQ>erous Iniquity and of Piety in 
Diftrefs, (and, I prefume, notwitfaftanding the 
Refinements of a late ^Reformer, not of the 
common Notions only, but of the commoo 
Experience of Mankind, manyjiicb Inftaoces 
muft have fallen under Every^one^s Obferva- 
tion ;) is a certain^ I had almoft faid, a fenfi* 
tle^ Proof that the prefent Life is not to be 
the IFbole of our Exifteilce ; but that we are 
intended for another State, a new Scene of 
Things, in which all die ieeming Irregulari- 
ties of This fhall be clearly accounted for, and 
fully aiQufted. And Gon feems to peraiit 
fuch Inftances to appear the more frequenthf^ 
in order the better to provide for our Convk^ 
tion of this moft important Truth, and the 
better to fecure our con&tnt ^Uentwn to it. 
. Nor has He left us to the Dedu<3:ions of 
Reafon^ which unthinking Men would proba- 
bly have overlooked^ and which €trtful Men 
might have made a Shift to elude : But has 
confirmed this great Truth to us by tbe Jure 
Word of Prophecy J the irrefragable TcfHmony 
of Revdadon. The Paflages, wherein a ^udg- 
ment to come is exprefly foretcdd, are too im- 
iry to be izi7 here produced, and indeed io well 
known that I need not produce nty of theoi. 

a Lord B0^niir§JU"$ Phiioibpku Works, paffim. 

I would 
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t Would only abfervc, thit Revelation has cut 
off jdl Hopes, with which Men might per- 
haps otherwifc have flattered thetpfelvefi, of 
tnaking Preparation for Judgment in any in^ 
termedinte State, any State befides this pre- 
fent Life ; by telling us exprefly that the Fi*- 
nal Sentence will proceed upon ^tbe Works 
done in the Body : That ^ there is no Work mr 
J^evice in the Grave whitber we are Going : 
And that therefore whatfoever Preparation we 
find neoeffary, we fhould make it with all our 
Might in this prefent Life, which is every 
where rq)refc&ted, both by our LpitD and 
His Apoftles in their Diicourfes on This Sub-- 
jeft, as Our onfy 7'ime of Trial for Eternity. 

And, as if all This bad not been fufficient 
to convince us in a Point where our Convicr 
tion is fo neceffary; Godl has given every 
Man an internal Evidence of a Future Rec- 
koning, and (as it were) graven it upon the 
'fable of our Hearts. To which coming as un-^ 
to a Living Stone, we may read the differeM 
Natures and oppofite Consequences of Good 
M^ Evil in generaU and feel die Application 
made to our own particular Cafe. • Tbi J^dg- 
merUy it is true, is not yet vifibly fet, nor the 
Mooks coined. But God has abundantly fup- 
j^ed ibisBefeS (if it really be one) by er€<ft- 

a z Cor. V. la b $4xL IX. to. . c Dan. VII. lo. 
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ing a Tribunal in every Man's Breaft, and 
placing His own Vice-gerent, the Confcknct\ 
upon it. A Vicc-gercnt, which gives us, not 
only a convincing Proof of the Certainty of a 
Judgment to come, but zn Anticipation of the 
Sentence then to be pronounced, and a Vort^ 
tajie of the Joy or the Torment which muft 
for Ever enfuc. 

Thus are we furrounded with the (hining 
Evidence of a Future State ; and, which-way- 
ibevcr we turn our Eyes (if we do not wii^- 
ly Jhut them ) it is fcarce pofliblc we fliould 
mifs of it. If we look abroad ijito the World, 
// is there : If we confult our own Breafts, H 
is there alfo: Ifoxxv Reafon take the Wings oi 
Revelation, and fearch into the deep Things 
of God ; even there too we find this among 
His Counfels, that * He hath appointed a Dof 
in which He will judge the World in Righteouf- 
nefs. — And if, after all this Labour of divine 
hove to convince and awaken us^ Death (hould 
find us unprepared y If we overlook the ob- 
vious Dedudlions of our Reafon \ If we bear 
not the plain Declarations of Holy Scripture i 
If laftly we attend not to the diftinflr, though 
^iilfmalU Voice of pur own Confciences; Nei^ 
ther Jhould we be perfuaded, though the Day 
and the Hour of our Lord^s Coming were 

aAasXVll.31. 

actually 
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iidlually revealed to us. And This brings mc 
to fhew> as was propofed, 

3. T^hirdly^ That the Information defired 
would, in all Probability, prove not on- 
ly ineffeSlualj but of dangerous Confe- 
quence to us. 

I need not here aflert, that fuch ' Knowr 
ledge if granted to Mankind, could not pojjibly 
ferve any ujeful Purpofe. To ferious and ge^ 
nerous Minds fuch a Grants though by no 
means necejfary for Thofe Ends, might how- 
ever appear an additional Engagement to Gra^ 
titudcy and ( efpecially towards the Approach 
of the Awful Day) an additional Incitement 
to Holinefs and Heavenly-- Mindednefs. -— But 
the Queftion now before us is — not what the 
Confequences of this Difcovery ought to be ; 
nor, what they probably would be, fuppofing 
it made to a Few only, and thofe Few fuch 
as are before-hand confirmed in the Habits of 
Goodnefs: But — what the EfFedt would in 
all Probability be, fuppofing This Knowledge 
fhould grow up with us from our Infancy, and 
were communicated alike to all? — What In- 
fluence it would probably have upon Men's 
Praftice in general? and particularly, what 
Efficacy it would have with T^hofcy who (if it 

Vol. 2. F £ be- 
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ht an Inducement to lead a Holy Life) da 
certainly moft ftand in Need of its Influence 
find Afliflance ? 

And as to thefe Latter^ I think the Cafe is 
Tufficiently clear, almoft without any lUuftra- 
"tion. For,, can we imagine Thofc Pferfons, 
with whom the Uncertainty of Life, and the 
poilible, nay probable, Nearne& of Death, 
4MH^ ineffeSiual Confiderations, would frefently 
put themfelvcs in a more vatcbful PofturCp 
^poiing all their Uncertainties removed, and 
ihe precife Time known to be at fome BiJ- 
taflce from them ? Caa we imagine fuch a 
pifcovery would engage Thofc Perfons mme- 
diately to fet about the neceflary Work, who 
can at prefent venture to poftpone it to fome 
Jinae Hereafter^ though (for aught they 
know) they may, long before that Hereafter , 
comes, feid themfelves irretrievaHy undone 
for negledting it ? Charity itfclf will not fuf- 
fer us to make fuch a Suppdition^ Such 
|Vfcn's Lufts and Appetites (we may juftly 
apprehend ) would take at lead the iame Ad« 
vantage of the well-known Dijlanee of their 
Lord's Coming, which They are now, on 
the moft uncertain Grounds imaginable, fo 
ready to take of the prefumed Delay of it. 
' Nay farther (to fpeak freely) the exad 
Time of Death is a Secret, with which few, 

'cvca 
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€vcn among Good Men, could at their Jirji 
Setting out in Life have been fafely truftcd. 
We fee, in one of our Lord's Parables, re-t 
corded by St. Luke^ the over-indulgent *F^-^ 
ther^ who gave to his Younger ^an^ all at 
mce^ the Portion of Goods that fell to hiWf 
found by fad Experience, that in fo doing be 
had only given Occafion to his Intemperance 
and Encouragement to his Extravagances. And 
would not the Confequencc prove nearly ihc 
iame, were our P.ortion of Days given to its 
all at once^ as it would in efFcdl be fupppfing 
the precife Number of them were difcovercd 
to us, and each of us told, **fo long flialt 
^* Thou live, and no longer ?" Should not Toe 
too be prevailed on to fpend our Youthful Days 
in riotous Living? Should we not be apt to 
forget our Dependence upon God for the 
Continuance of eair Beings here s and to look 
upon thofe Lives which we held by fo der-- 
tain a Tenure as properly our own ? — ' The 
Prolpeft of making Amends for all before our 
Departure hence, is a Temptation which Be- 
ginners in Goodnefs, even as Matters now 
ftand> find it no eafy Tafk to repell: But, 
'Were the Time of that Departure fxed to a 
known VtvioA I it is plain, the Temptation 
'would come more ftrongly enforced, and (we 

a Luke XV. latter part. 

have 
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have Caufc to fear) would gain a much ca^* 
ficr Admittance. The Tempter might then 
niore plaufibly back his Propofals of prefent 
Gratification with Promifes of future Impu- 
nity : And * the Heart of the Sons of Men 
would be ftill vnott fully fet in them to do Evil, 
in Confidence of evading that Sentence againft 
an Evil Work, which they might then ajjm 
themfelvcs would not be executed fpeedily. 

And what would in all Likelihood be the 
Confequence ? Why, it may perhaps be fan- 
cied, that moft Men would in Time retreat 
from their wicked Courfes, and at leaft be- 
fore the Clofe of Life, lay hold on the gra- 
cious Offers made to a fncere, however late^ 
Repentance. But, alas ! This is Miftaking, not 
human Nature only but, the whole Defign of 
the Gofpel ; the great and precious Promifes 
whereof were-indeed at its firft Promulgation 
gracioufly offered to All, however grown old 
and even dead in Trefpajfes and SinSy that ho- 
neftly embraced the Terms of it ; but which 
were never intended for the Encouragement 
of wilful Sin in after Times, or the Reward 
of any Thing but a Life of real and habitual 
Holinefs. Befides, with regard to the Perfons 
here fuppofed, what mufl become of that in- 
fupportable ^ Load of Wrath which They ba'O^ 

a Eccl. VIII. II. b Rom. II. 5. 

in 
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in the mean while been treafuring up to them^' 
felves againji the Day of Wrath ! They would 
in all Probability, long before that Day ap-* 
proached, have finned themfelves ^paft Feel^ 
ing (as the Apoftle expreffes it) ; and fo, like 
foxne deplorable Spe6lacles we-may fometimes 
behold, They would plunge into a new and 
unknown State without Remorfe for what is 
paji, or Concern for what is to come. Or, if 
the near Approach of their Diflblution fhould 
rouze up in them fome Dread of what is to 
follow: Should it put them upon lamenting 
their Sins, only becaufe they begin to appre- 
hend the fad Confequences of them s and 
make them think they dcteft them, only be- 
caufe they can now no longer enjoy them: 
Should they in this Humour vouchfafe to 
make a Sacrifice to God of their polluted Af- 
fedions, apd be content to compliment their 
Maker with thoje Days in which themfelves 
have no Pleafure : According to any Nbtion 
we can form of the Divine Perfections, Ink 
could never be well-pleafed with fo worthlefs 
a Sacrifice : Even Mercy itfclf could not re^ 
ijoardy could hardly fave^ the Wretch that 
ihould offer it. 

What has been here faid amounts to This. 
•—The Information pleaded for, if communi- 

^ Eph. IV. 19. 

cated 
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cated at all» muft be commnnicated to Men 
either ^tr they have contra&ed Good or 
Evil Habits I or Before: Upon the f$rmer 
Suppofition, it could hardly make Good Mea 
better^ and v/ould probably make Bad Men 
worie ; So that even in this Cafe it may fafe* 
ly be concluded to be at heft ineffectual^ and 
probably hurtful. But upon the latter Sup- 
pofition^ Human Nature gives us Reafonlo 
apprehend it would prove yet more fo: ft 
would by fome be interpreted as a Kind of 
JJcence to fin ; and by others as an Excufe, 
at leaft, for Youthful Extravagances; and 
would generally have an Influence very unfa- 
vourable to the Caufc of Virtue and Piety. 
Whereas, under the prefent uncertain Condi- 
tion of Human Life, ■ God bath given M 
Men every where and in every Period of Life 
the ftrongeft Reafon imaginable prefently to 
Repent. — The Difpcnfiition we have beeh 
confidering is therefore, in ibii View of it, fo 
ftt from miniftring to us any juft Caufe of 
Complaint, that we ought rather to blefs our 
heavenly Father for thus dealing with us : For 
not giving us any fettled Stock of Days or 
Years, nor allowing us to call the leaft Part 
of Futurity our own r For difpenfing our For- 
Jion of Life to us (as it were) by Parcelst 

a Aas X\TI.3o. 

and 
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and making us continuaOf receive from His 
Hands what could not fo fafcly have heen 
trujled in our awn : In fhort, for fo ordering 
the Moments allowed us here, as may beft 
preferve in us a grateful, and at the fam0 
Time awful Senfe, how abfolutely each of 
them depends upon His Bounty : By this 
Means obliging^ and ( as far as is confiftent 
with our Nature ) conjiraining us to " abide e^ 
^er with Bim, that fo All that He batb^may 
finally be ours. 

Upon the Whole. — Our prefent Life is i 
State of Probation ; in which our Great Maf- 
ter, who placed us in it, appears to have done 
all that a Wife, all that a Good Being could 
do for us 5 having taken the mofi likely and 
(if we may be allowed to judge) the onty'^ 
proper Method to fecure our Preparation for, 
and Attainment of, Eternal Happinefs. — He 
has given us Arguments of the Certainty cff 
a Future State from without, and Convi^ioij 
from within; and has made the importaat 
Confequences of our Management of this fliort 
Life only not impofjible to be forgotten or un- 
attended- to by us. And fhall it now be al- 
iedged againft the Execution of His Threat* 
upon fuch as, after allThis, will expofe them- 
felves to the Hazard of dying unprepared, — 

a Luku xV. St. 

that 
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that He has withhc^dcn from us the Know* 
ledge of the Time of our reipecaive Deadis? 
A Knowledge, which it was neither confift- 
cnt with His Majefty and WifHom to gku 
nor with our Condition to receive : A Know- 
ledge, which, if it could hzwe^ been indulged 
us, could hardly have been of any real^ much 
lefs generaU Advantage to Mankind; but 
which mighty and in all Probability. ^Wi, 
have at once made Mens Sins more numerous^ 
and (at leaft according to the Objedtors them- 
felves) lefs excufable. 

To conclude. — We fee what little Reafon 
we have, from the Uncertainty of our Lives, 
either to quejiion the Jujiice, or to prefume 
upon the Mercy of God. — Let us then be 
content to take the Threatenings as well as 
the Promifes of the Almighty, as we fni 
thefrii without thofe fubtle Evafions or artful 
Refinements which our corrupt Hearts will 
always be ready to fuggeft to us. — Be it our 
Care to manage well whatfoever Time we 
fhall find allowed us, without being either 
prefumptuoufly confident on one Hand or fla- 
viflily fearful on the other, or anxioufly in- 
quifitive how much or how little may be ftill 
in referve for us. — In a Word, fince it is al- 
ways uncertain whether the prefent Moments 
may be fucceeded by Life or by Death j let 

us 
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us endeavour fo to employ them as to be, if 
poffible, every Moment prepared for Either : 
That fb ■ whether we live^ we may live unto 
the Lord, or whether we die^ we may die un^ 
to the Lord; And then — Whether we live or 
die, we pall be the Lord'j*/ 

That We may All hence ** learn^ fo to num^ 
ber QUr Days as to apply our Hearts to the 
trueft Wifdom — God of His infinite Mercy 
grant, through Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

a Rom. XIV, 8. b Pfal.XC.i2. 
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